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Our 
West  Indian  Neighbors 


BAHAMAS,  "ISLES  OF  JUNE" 

Their  air  of  mystery  and  romance—  Antillean  outposts—  Extent 
and  distribution  —  Suggestive  of  the  Lost  Atlantis—  Their 
amenities  of  climate—  Bright  seas  and  coral  strands—  Char- 
acter of  their  population—  Their  government—  English  rule 
and  revenues—  Historical  beginnings  —  The  aborigines  and 
their  remains—  Native  ••  thunderbolts  "—Pirates  and  bucca- 
neers— Haunts  of  "  Blackboard"  the  pirate—  Where  he  made 
a  "hell  of  his  own  "—Alexander  Selkirk  s  rescuer—  Revolu- 
tionists, wreckers,  and  blockade-runners—Nassau:  how  to 
get  there;  what  to  see  there—  What  the  Bahama  "soil" 
looks  like—  Native  animals  and  plants—  The  landfall  of  Co- 
lumbus—  The  Four'  ie  of  flamingoes  and 

parrots—  The  southern  islands  and  their  resources. 

WHILK   the    islan.K  '   or 

..I   that    vast   chain  composing  tin    I'-.i 
lianias    are    estimated    at    more    than    three 
thousand  in  number.  less  than  tu.»  >o»u-  are.  ..r  ever  have 
been  i»\  an\    length  of  time,  inhabited  by  human  be: 
which  fact   may  account  for  the  air  of  mystery  that  still 
muds  them. 

'.   in   the   West    In 
the    fir-'  i   to    Kuropcans      the   first    t«»  dial'- 

•.imbu>.  ulien.  in    140^.  he  approached  the  then  uu- 
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known  and  unnamed  America  ;  they  O.red  by 

mail-clad  coiuiiustadi  < 

Spain;  held    for   \rar-  b\    tierce  pirates  and  buccaiu 

!e  the  resorts  of  wreckers  and  blockade-runners ;  and 
tins  may  account  for  the  halo  of  romance  tli.it  -till  in 
them. 

Although  pertaining.  strictly  shaking,  to  the  Atlantic, 
these  Bahamas  cannot  be  considered  other  than  as  out- 
King  islands  of  the  West  Indies,  Antillcan  outposts, 
guarding  the  northern  approaches  to  the  Caribbean  Sea. 
Through  their  |x>rtals  Columbus  first  made  his  de\ 

.1   and   tiie   islands  beyond;   threading   their 
tortuous  channels.  Ponce  de  Leon  came  up  from  IV 

.  .searching  for  the  famed  Bimini,  Isle  of  the  1 
tain  of  Youth,  and   made   himself  an   immortal   by   the 
discovery  of  Florida. 

Near.  ,'orth  America's  insular  iicighUtrs  in  tin- 

West  Indies,  beginning  just  across  the  straits  ».i 
the  Bahamas  extend  snutluastrrly  more  than  seven  hun- 
dred miles,  finall  --ng  out"  in  the  Silver  Shoals 
off  the  north  co.i  hut  a  prolonga- 
tion of  the  chain  as  sU|H  rtkially  viewed  on  tin  map 
would  take  in  the  Virgin  Isles  and  the  Cariblx-es.  which 
protrude  like  gigantic  -u  pping-stones  above  the  blue 
!1  the  way  t<>  the  <  )rinoco's  mouth  on  the  north- 
east coast  of  South  America. 

And    what    daring    speculations   do   these   protruding 
peaks  of  submerged  mountains  suggest'     It  i-  no  new 
hypothesis,  that  tin  \  are  the  sole  visible  remains  of  a 
Caribbean  continent,  which  once  n-.w 

the    kism    of    "America's    Mediterranean"     tl 

ntis."  in  fact,  none  eU-  than  that  continent  sun; 
lie  ancients  to  exist  beyond  the  fabled  O  hich 
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M<»\\  prone  to  regard  is  something 

re  than  niuiiu .      1  in-    1  \  •  ;,i  ,,f  it. 

rihinK  its  beautiful   tcenery,  its  marble  palaces 
jj":  be  K"<ls.  its  rolling  rivers  and  cloud- 

moimtam  peaks.     It  engaged  the  attention  .if 
Plato,  Solon,  and  the  Egxptian  magi;  it  aroused  more 
than  a  paving  interest  in  tin-  Mediterranean  na\ 
but  ere  it    was  explored,  long  before  its  in 
made  known,  it  disappeared  beneath  the  Atlantic  waves. 
Atlantis.    Atlantic,   Atlantean:    whence    do    \\e    derive 
tin-  if   n«»t    frnni   thnM-   "niMhs  of  a  drowned 

continent."  \\hich  "  Immeless  drift  over  waters  blank"? 

"  Spirits  alone  in  ti  .     dwelt 

All  tin-  tluml).  dii;  Columbus  sailed, 

"yagers  said;  and  it  might  be  xpth 
Into  ,IT cam-books  of  K-^  \-A. 

wi-ri-  «U-inonx   that  shipw  :  .mils,  at! rayed 

At  the  terror  oi  !  m.ulc."  • 

Tln>  sinnnns  Mretdi  nf  islands,  extending  over  scven- 
nf  latitude  and   a^   mam    nf  Inn^itude.  tO- 
cr   \\ith    the   j^reat    >ea   which    it    separates   from   the 
Atlantic,  has  I,,IIL:  been  tin-  "  hapjn  hunting  jjrouml 

•itists    frnni    the    tune    ..f    Hnmbnldt    tn    the    present 

ler  Agassi/,  so  long  ago  as  i> 

ISCd  the  opinion  that,  in  his  extensive  drcd^ini;  oper- 
ations in  the  I'aribbean  Sea.  he  had  brought  to  light  the 
"in hues  of  old  continents,  of  which  the  islands  inclosing 
that  sea  are  \ 

\\'allace.  greatest  of  Kn^lish  naturalists, 
declares   that    the   \\  eM    ln<hes   have   been    l«mi;   isolated, 
and  that   "  originally  they  probabh    formed  part  of  < 
ttal  and   may   h.r  united   with    Yucatan 

and   Honduras   in  OIK  hfe  tropical  land."     Years 

•  Lvi> 
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before  him.    Humboldt  said:  "The  supposition  of  an 
oceanic  irruption  has  been  the  sou  •>  other  h\- 

jwtheses  on  the  origin  of  the  smaller  VVrcst  Indian  M;r 
Some  geologists  admit  that  tin-  uninterrupted  chain  of 
islands  from  Trinidad   [northeast  coast  of  South  Amer- 
ica)  to  Florida,  exhibits  the  remains  of  an  ancient  chain 
of  mountain^." 

There  seems  to  be  a  striking  unanimity  of  opinion  that 
the  great  barrier-chain  of  the  Caribbean  may  present  the 
:ges  of  a  sunken  Atlantean  continent;  but  we  must 
not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  the  Bahamas,  which  prop- 
erly extend  from  near  Florida  to  Turk's  Island.  <!ir 
north  of  Puerto  Plata,  Santo  Domingo  ictnrally 

distinct  from  the  Lesser  Antilles,  or  easternmost  Carih- 
bces.    The  former  are  mainly  of  coralline  formation,  with 
no  trace  of  primitive  rock  :  while  the  latter  are  chieth 
volcanic    in    character — in    the    language    of    Humboldt, 
"  islands  heaved  up  by  fire  from  the  depth*  of  tin 
and  ranged  in  that  regular  line  of  which  we  find  striking 
pies   in    so  many   volcanic   hills   in    Mexico   and    in 
Peru."      I'.rtween  these  two  distinct  chains  is  a  fragmen- 
tary group  «>f  isles  and  islets,  the  Virgins.  1. 
from  Puerto  Rico,  which  partake  of  the  coralline  cor 
•i  of  the  P.ahamas — at  least,  above  the  sea;  th 
they  arc  probably  erected  upon  volcanic  bases  far  l>eneath 
the  \\ 

These,  however,  are  the   views  of  tht  ntitic. 

or,  at  best,   the   semi-scientific  not    put 

forth  as  m  ..  authoritative.     The  geolo^i-ts  and 

geOfc  ''•»'!  their  an  'hose 

the  l 'aribU-a-  the  terrible 

nature  that  occurred  in  the  ('anbUrs  in   PUJ      It  t 
cataclysm  to  move  them  ;  but.  like  the  unfurtunat< 
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the)    \\eiv  at   la-t   stirred  ti.  their  ver\    depths,  and  have 

i    writing   and    talking   ever   since,   so  some   valuahlr 

inf.  .nna1  eventuate,   which   >h.  mid   IK-  thankfully 

b\   inquiring  minds. 
One  may  |M.XM->S  an  inquiring  and  receptive  mind,  an.i 

to  penetrate  so  far  beneath  the  surfac. 
lie   tlu-   vast   ocean   beds.      Still,   it    is   better  than   not    to 
1   in  at  tlu   beginning  «'f  tiling-.     The   Kahamas  1. 

worths    of   investigation   by   minds   the 
.;/    (icinonstmnJitin.      Having 

done  our  duty.  \vr  may  now  journey  on.  with  light  h« 
and     joyful     r--untrna-  The     old-school     scientUt*. 

Iluniboldt.   |>erhapN.  and   a    few   ot!  pted.   |H-I 

ently    ignored   mere  heanty   for  beauty's  sake,   and    I 
prone    to   pinnae    beneath    the    surface    for   the    why    and 
the  wli<-  Then  they  came  up  and  wrangled  over 

I  found.  I'.nt  it  is  not  mve^arx.  here  in  the 
r.ahamas,  to  more  than  skim  the  surface  of  the  shining 
seas,  or  at  the  most  take  a  dip  in  the  flashing  waves  that 
la\e  the  coral  strand*,  to  find  enough  of  interest  to  occnp\ 

time  for  weeks  and  mont: 

The  amenities  of  climate  are  so  great,  where  the  tern- 

;n    agreeable    and    temjHTate    mean 

throughout   the  year,  without    frost  to  nip    or  excess  of 

that  one  is  tempted  to  protract  a  - 

indefinitely    and   !>ecome  a   resident.     Therein,   however, 
pen!  fa  attested  by  the  wrecks,  human  and  other- 

thai  so  plentifully  bestrew  the  strands. 
Probably  no  equal  area  elsewhere,  whether  of  land  or 

r,  lias  \\itncssol  the  foundering  of  so  mam  U 
as  tin    P.ahama.  or  Lncayan.  Isles.     Like  the  sands  and 
1  drift,  the   P.ahaman  population  is  constantly  shift- 
leteriorating.     It  ma\   be  said  without  prej- 
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tidier  tliat   tin-  l>lack  men  intr*  .  re- 

•I  h>   llu-  SiMin.ir.lv.  omld 

not  boast  descent  from  a  race  superior  t»  the  Anu  : 
aboriginal.      Neither    have    thry    proved    their    right    to 
supplant  them.      Nearly  every  inhabited  island  . 
in  miniature,  so  far  as  the  complexion  of  its  people  goes. 
The  aggregate  population   is  about   54,000.      tin- 
pan,  'leal   Whitaker.  "1  .endants 
of   liberated    Afric              The   other   part    is    composed 
:ly  of  whites  who  would   like  to  be  liberated,  but 
cannot,  from  their  insular  environment. 

Why?  In  a  word.  Urause  of  their  poverty,  Notwith- 
standing  the  climatic  amenities,  the  abundance  of  tropical 
fruits,  the  v.  :th  fish  of  every  hue 

alm«  kind,  the  seas  abounding  with  turtle  to 

an  extent   tli  turtle  soup   i*   "  taken  onl\    under 

compulsion";  notwithstanding  all  this.  pov« 
where  prevalent.     S|N»nge -tixhing  and  salt-raking  are  the 

:     industries — although     "industry"    comes    n« 
iK-ing  a  misnomer  here,  \\here  n. .h«»d\    laln.rs.  than 
where  else  on  earth. 

Out  of  the  sea  come  the  chief  revenues  of  the  islands. 
and  they  are  to  be  had  for  the  gatherii  . 
displa\s  an  increasing  deficit,  and  the  public  del-1 
rather   than    wanes.      Tlr  the    last 

published     st  $550.000.        From     the     same 

source,  we  derive  the  information  that  the  public  revenue 
was  £78.000.  and  the  |>ubl: 

of  £3000,   which   is   ahout    the  annual 

heavy  character"  of  their  go\  \\hich  is  carried 

on    under    a    governor    with    a    salary    of    $10.000;    a 
$5000;  a  colonial   secretary,  $3500, 
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of  something  like  one-tenth  the  total  reve- 

:,m«l  givex  tlu-   r.ahamas  all  this,   freely  and  per- 
ntly.  though   Nassau,  the  island  capital,  is  four  thou- 
:  miles  distant  from  Downing  Street,  ami  transit  occu- 
days,      I'.ut  thr  Uahainas  have  to  pa\   fur  it. 
ami   that   i-   why   its  peop!  owful.  perchance  un- 

grateful. 

Thr    small    army   of  office-holding    Hritnns   might    be 
.  uii  the  score  that   Kngland  has  in  tlu-  past  M-nt 
hitherward  1  >i  fighting  men.  who  ! 

their  hlood  and  spent  their  lives  in  acquiring  and 
•ward  defending  her  culunial  pusM-s«.i,ins  ;  hut  there  i> 
"ther  intlictiuii  due  to  I'riti-h  domination  not  SO  < 

It  is  the  hestMwal  u|X)n  all  her  West  Indian 
!  her  aivhaic  monetary  system,  with  its  harharuus 
nomenclature.  "  pumids  shillings  and  -pence."  Nearly  all 
the  islands  have  fractured  Knglish  traditions,  to  the 
tt  tit  of  lucally  snl»titutiug  the  American  decimal  system. 
thus  saving  tinu-  present,  and  di-d  aiming  time  future  as 
to  prospective  penalties  for  infractions  of  the  unwritten 
law  against  nnutterahle  thou^' 

There  ar  !eclare  that   Knglish  rule  in  the 

\\Vst    1 1  tardative.  even   r-  .rm- 

plilied  in  the   1'al;  t  when  we  reflect  what  a  bul- 

wark  Kngland  lias  pn»vid«  •  the  ever-threatening 

flood  of  black  barbarians,  we  cannot  but  admit  that  si 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  civilized  humanity  in  general. 
P.ut    for   British   officialism   in  the   \\"est    Indies,   with  its 
•  f  might  behind  it  and  visible  cordons  of  soldiers 
around  it.  there  are  many  islands  which  would  soon  re- 
'•Ie    Haiti    in   other  and   blacker    features   than  com- 
plex !v. 
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A  glance  at  tlu-  historical  U  ^innings  ,,f  the  llahamas 
will  throw  some  light  u|x)ii  the  unstable  ami  deteriorating 
quality  of  the  inhabitants,  f. -r  it  i»  so  plainly  written  that 
"all  who  run  ma-.  When  discovered,  more  than 

four  hundred  years  ago,  tlie  r.ahama>  were  sparse! 
habited  .ik    an«l    inoffensive   people    \\hoin    Co- 

lumhus,  for  lack  of  a  lx-ttcr  name,  called  In  1  hev 

felt  no  need,  and  had  great  lack  of  clothing  ;  hnt  the\ 

.lly  devoid  of  defensive  wea|M»ns.  In-in^  armed  only 
with    primitive   bows,   arrows,   bone-tip|»ed    s|>ears.   and 

1C  or  wooden  war-dubs.     I'nlumhus.  f«>nnd  then 
only  mild  and  in-  but.  as  he  wrote  in  his  ,' 

and  afterward  told  his  sovereigns.  "  There  are  no  !»• 
people  on  earth,  for  they  are  gentle  and  know  not  wbat 
evil  is;  neither  killing  nor  stealing."     That  the  invading 
Spaniards  both  killed  and  -t-.le.  we  have  ample  evidence 
in  the  pages  of  their  historians;  but.  as  they  were  m- 
feeling  their  way.  at  that  time,  through  the  archij>elagO 
toward   the  continent   which   they   fondly   imagined   was 
ahead  of  them,  and  did  not  wish  t«>  In-gin  their  explora- 
with  bloodshed,  they  refrained  from  taking  the  lives 
of  these  aborigines. 

Being  diverted   t«»  other   islands,   where   rumor   had    it 
there  were  mines  of  gold   i  "f  which  the  I'.aha; 
t.. tally  destitute)    it   was  nearly  tu  rs  before  tin- 

Spaniards  returned.  «»n  war  and  bloodshed  In-nt.  Then. 
lK-ing  in  need  of  labor  u-ir  mines  and  planta1 

in  Santo  I)Mmingn.  thev  captured  and  dep«»Hr«l  all  the  In- 
dians the\  c..idil  find  And  eventually  they  found  nearlx 
all.  as  it  was  easy  to  bunt  out  and  run  them  d<»wn.  with 
or  without  blood  1-  they 

were  with  a  sparse  vegetation  that  afforded  but  few  hid- 
ing places.  Some  few  of  the  Indians  escaped  for  a  while 
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idmg  in  tlu-  mini'  .here  they  resided  for 

tin-  UK!  mis,  :  of  their 

in  tlu-  if  afforded  l>>    tin-  relics  found 

there,  such  ai  ne  spear  and  arrow  heads,  and 

tli.-ir  mighty  u 

I   \\ould   fain  lead  nr.  in  quest  of  these  abo- 

.   had    we   hut    the   time   to   spare,   ha 

>ut   many    fnun  their  secret    resting -places ;  hut 

will  content  imself  with  stating  that  the  best  of  them  may 

he  f..und  in  the   National   Museum  at  Washington, 

and    in    the    Mu>cum    of    Natural  \«  A     York. 

fioe  it  to  state  that  the  Spaniard*  did  their  bloody  work 

\\ith  neatn«-*s  and  dispatch,  leaving  no  aboriginal  alive. 

either    in    the    I'.ahamas.   or    in   any    large   island   of   the 

West    Indies.      A    few    Jisjccta    membra   only,    scan 

bom  .  cs  and  holes,  and   now  and   then  crania  of 

doul.tful  authenticit).  remain  to  remind  us  of  those  "  gen- 

tlot  people  on  earth."  and  it  may  he  said  without  fear  of 

contradiction  that  no  aboriginal  I.ucayan  has  been  seen 

•eenth  century  ende<l. 

The  arrow  -heads  infrecjuently  found  through- 

out the  chair  1  h\   the  pre^i-nt  natives  "thunder- 

bolts." and  are  carefully  saved  and  cherished  as  amulets 
and  charms,  particularly  efficacious  against  the  lightning 
thunderbolts."  the  ignorant  and  super- 
stitions negroes  affirm,  have  been  seen  to  descend  from 
the  skies  during  thunder-storms,  and  an  old  negro  once 

to  me  :  "  Ma^sa.  don'  you  mek  no  mistake  ;  me  se- 
a  t'undahholt  drap  wiv  my  o\\  r  ^ah.      (  >ne  time  <la 

t'undah  done  sin  in  front  ob  ma  own  house,  an* 

ma  \\itV  he  sa\  :  '  I   Vlar  I  h'leve  t'undahbolt  done  drap 
in  yandah  tree  ';  an.'  >ho  nuff.  when  me  go  to  look  an* 
ine  dat  tree  he  be  right  in  da  crack  oh  um  lightnin'! 
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Me  inns'  n.  ef  UK-  sec-  inn.  \nd  lx-Iie 

lid,  no  aiiiotn  >««nin^  I ••  nut  to 

•   him  to  the  contrar  \       Incidentalh .  this  incident  will 
throw  light  iijuui  tin-  length  «»f  time  that 
these  celt  n  use  l»y  tlu-ir  makers,  and  the  prevailing 

ignorance  of  tin-  present  nai 

The  Spaniar<U.  then,  returned  to  the  Man«: 

s  and  victims  for  their  variou*  t  which 

possessed  a  full  allotment  i.  and  the  • 
were  made   1  h   adventurers       An    KnjJMi    i 

gator,  one  Captain  Sa\le.  was  fortuitously  p: 
shi|>\\reck  hy  making  slu-lter  in  the  harln)!  land 

which,  in  gratitude  for  his  deliverance,  he  called   I': 
dence.      As  \'<  already  anotl.  the 

coast  of  North  America,  he  later  designated  his  i^lar. 
\ew    IV.  .\idence      This  was  in  or  about  the  year   i 
hut.  although  more  than  one  hundred  and  seventy 
had  elapsed  since  the  unas  (during 

which  jx'riod  no  settlements  had  been  made  in  the  chain  i. 
and   more  than  a  hundred   SHKY   the   last    ft] 
habitant  had  been  carried  off.  1  «Kj>opu- 

lated.  the  S|>aniards  hitterl  1  this  invasion  of  their 

territory.      Five    years    later    tl  nt    upon 

Xtw    I1  and    conveyed    a    gentle    hint    to    the 

settlers  that    they    wire   not  wanted  in   that   part  of   the 

and 
all  the  prop.  -mild  n.  •• 

They  arc  said  to  have  ur-  their 

rude  U-havior.  that  tli  were  mosth  ami 

pirates,  anywav.  whi>  ,r    tr>  the 

truth       The   mtmerOtSS  small  ca\s  of  the   r,aha.na>.  with 
the  hundreds  of 
ways,  afforded  delightful  retreats  for  the  then  num. 
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gentlemen  of  tin-  sea."  b\   tin  HIM! 

l.ut  to  Othen  known  -i  they  were,  at  all 

events.  if  the  ..1.1  chronicli-s  may  be  belicvr<l.  an. I  not  «.iil\ 
in  Nassau,  l.ut  throughout  the  entire  rhain  of  island, 
north  an. I  south,  indulged  in  every  kind  of  debauchery 
and  excess.  It  is  difficult  to  tell  just  when  they  were 
finall>  exterminated;  l.ut  the  descendants  ..f  then  COO- 
tern;  .  continued  t«>  exist  until  late 

int..  tin-  last  century.      Indeed,  there  are  men  still  lr. 
who  make  no  bones  of  decrying  the  erei-tii.n  <»f  li^ht- 
iis   i,.r  the  mariner's  j;ui«:  MIL; 

that  the  <i«>vermnent  has  taken  the  bread  out  of  honest 
nun'-  mouthl  .md  d.--ti. -ved  a  lucrative  profession! 

:i.  at  one  time 
beii:.  l»y  the  1-VeiU'h :  but  the  pirates  and  i 

.-.mtinned  t«>  flourish,  and  at  last  luvame  so  im- 
pudent   idari:  to  scuttle   the   >lnps   ..f   his   I'.ritish 

and  force  many  of  his  unfortu- 
nate subject-  --Ik  the  plank."  that  he  dispatched 
that  famous  navigator.  Captain  \Voodes  Rogers,  with 
instructions  to  either  reduce  the  p  -.bedienc- 

ilieir  coli my.     Captain  Woocles  ROL  the 

bold  privateer  \\lio.  in    17.  rider  Selkirk. 

:    his  f.ai:  u-  island  of  Juan 

naiule/.  made  this  prototype  of  Robinson  Crusoe  first 

mate   ab.  .ard  his   ship,  and  gave   him   command   of  «»nc 

of  his  Spanish  pril 

Captain   Rogers  \\  -ut   with  particular  instruc- 

l>ture  alive  with  a  view  to  hanging,  the 

:  n  Teach,  alias  "  IMackbeanl."  \\ho  had  made 

'iis  rende/\"U-.  after  having  been  driven  from  the 

,;in    Klan.ls.   and  \\lio  was   commodore.  U   he    -f.led 

himself.  -he  \\orld  ha- 
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ever  kn.»\sn      He  held  his  councils  of  war  beneath  the 
I  a  spreading  ham  an  tree.  \\lu.-li  is  still  shown  in 
tin-  suburbs  of  Nassau,  and  there  planned  piracies  which 
ravaged  not  only  tin-  West  Indies,  but  \:  ...rth 

America      Captain   'I  each  derived   tin-  nanu-  nf  "  I'. 
beard  "  fmm  his  l,>ng.  black,  and  llowhu  hich 

s  nnr  who  had  tin-  pri\  ;h  him  in 

his  pain  he  sutl'cred  t«>  grow    t<>  an  imnnxl 

length,   and   the   effect   of   which    lu-    wa-    s..licit«uis   to 

litrn  h\  twisting  tlu-m  up  in  small  tails,  like  a  Ramil- 
lies  \vi^.  When  his  rvil  passions  \Vrre  aroused — which 
was  nearly  all  the  time — he  appeared  a  perfect  fury.  1 1« 
alwa\s  went  int..  action  with  three  braces  of  pistols 
thrust  in  his  U-lt  and  slung  over  his  shoulders,  and  with 
lighted  matches  under  his  hat.  sticking  out  li  of 

ars. 

In   Nassau.   Illackbcard  was  looked  upon  as  tlu    devil 
incarnate,  and  indeed  he  r  more  flatten. 1  than 

when  his  resemblance  to  his  Satanic   Majest\   was  com- 
mented on,  either  by  friend  or  foe.     He  delighted  ir 
hibiting  himself  to  his  merry  men  as  a  demon,  and 

when  business  wax  dull,  over  under  the  lee  of  I 

id.  in  the  harlxir  of  Nassau,  he 
Devil  in  what  he  pla\  fully  called  u  a  little  hell  of  i; 
It  was  a  pri.  with  himself  as  sole  actor 

ami  his  men  as  suffering  spectators.     I  ]. 
quantity,  some  sa  •••m-  and  o.mbiisi 

between   decks   ,•!    his   pirate   ship,   and   after   di: 
crew  IK-IOW  and  battening  down  the  hatches,  lu   s,-t  fire  to 
the  mass  and  compelled  the  miserable  wretches  to  remain 
while  he  enacted  his  cone  tin-  devil.  t«>  the 

The  filiation  finally  became  intolerable  and  the  men  1 
the  hatches  and  escaped  to  the  deck;  though  i'.lackbeard 
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was  in»t  onl\  unaffected  |i\  tin-  smoke  and  fumes,  hut 
seemed  actually  to  enjoy  them,  like  the  diabolical  sala- 
mander that  he  was. 

Captain  Woodes  KD  late  to  capture  the 

pirate,  who  sailed  for  the  Carolina  coast,  where  he  shortly 

met   his   merited    fate  at   the   hands  of   Lieutenant 

nard  of  the  Kin-'s  nav\.     Caught  in  Ocracoke  Inlet. 

to  the  smith  of  Hatteras.  l.lackbeard  was  brought  to  bay 

ami    forced   to  fight   the  bravo  lieutenant,  who  overcame 

him  lesperate  contest,  and  cutting  off  his  h< 

stuck  it  on  the  end  of  his  bowsprit,  and  in  this  manner 

:i  and  hi>  whiskers  "  into  port. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  i;iS  that  I'.laekheard  met  his 

untimely    end;   but    the    Kahama   pirates,   and    following 

them   the   wi  •.•ntinued    to   exist   for  long  years 

tb.ereai'ter.      All    the    maritime    nations    having    united 

inst   them,  hourver.   they   no  longer  prospered,  and 

out  a  mere  existence  h>   tishing  for 

hi      Al   HUM    shellfish   were    (and  are  now  » 

ahnndant  in  I'.ahama  id  as  the  pirates  and  their 

•  •ndantx  -uliMMrd.  in  ^reat  niea>ure.  upon  their  tle-h. 

the  --juired     the     name    of    "Conch-." 

.\liich    thev    are    universally    known    throughout   the 

chain   and    in   the    l-'lorida    Ke\v     From   some  of  these 

conchs.   by    the   wa\ .  are  obtained   the  beautiful   "pink 

Is/1  not  infrequently  found  in  the  waters  surrounding 

the  .southern  islands,  and  which  are  sometimes  of  great 

value. 

The  American  Revolutionary  War  wrought  a  char 

the  complexion  «.f  the  inhabitants,  for  it  brought  alxnit  an 

irruption  of  Tories  from  the  Southern  State-,  who  came 

numbers,  bringing  with  them  thousands  of 

n  inured  to  the  benefit 
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tic  islands,  for  tin-  new    settlers  brought  wealth  and 
thrift;   but  eventually  they   succumbed  to  r 
effects  of  insularity  ami  climate,  and  became  as  depressed 
and  povert  \-strickcn  as  the  original  inhabitant-. 

Another  result  of  the  war  was  the  capture  of   N 

by    an    American    force   under   Commodore 
Hopkins,  who  soon  after  abandoned  tli< 

It  was  retaken  by  the  Spaniards,  ami  held  during  the 
-  again  captured  by  A  n»m 

t    Augu>tine.  the  invading  force  C«>IIM<  '»>ut 

fifty  volunteers  commanded  by  a  gallant  Carolinian  named 
Devaux.     The  island  was  then  well  fortified,  and  more- 
over was  occupied  by  more  than   seven   hundred   Span- 
iards, vet  the  forts  were  taken  aim  :it  bloodshed. 
owing  to  the  str.v               ;  audacin   <>f  tin 
linian,  who  deceived  the  garrisons  b\   sending  the  boats 
from  his  briganti-               lore  loaded  down  with  sold 
who,  instead  of  landing,  lay  down  and  wen  l>ack 
to  the  vi--               :n  which  they  were  again  taken  to  ! 
This  process,  and  a  great  hubbub,  deceived  the  > 
into  the  belief  that  a  large  force  was  ab« 
and  when  ('t.lmiel  Devauv                        the  fortress  i; 
they  incontinent!)   surrendered.     They  wen 
grined,  of  course,  when  tli<                             •  :al  number  of 
their                   but  that  was  not  until  after  their  arms  had 
been  given  up  and  tl                 In  Id  as  pris< 
The  Spaniards  were    tran*j*.rted  :  but  t!  :ne«l 
in  American  hands  for  a  short  time    i.nl\.                g  to 
Great   ISritain  after  the  treaty  of  peao  and 
ratit                   the  f>ast  hm 

<»f  the    !  Ix-en   uneventful,  ewpt    for  a 

f  period  during  t!  A  at    in  the   I'mted   S' 

when    Nassau    became    the    luad«|uarters    of    blockade- 
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runners,  and  for  a  while  reveled  in  riches;  which,  how- 
ever, were  as  quickly  dissipated  as  they  were  acquired. 

•.-.I: rn  and  by  whom  the  Bahama  climate  was  dis- 
covered, is  not  a  matter  of  record  ;  hut  it  was  probably  by 
Columbus,  who  wrote  in  his  journal  of  the  deliriously  soft 
ami  heavenh  airs;  and  lu-  arrived  at  the  very  worst  sea- 
for  (  :M^  its  blandest  possibilities.     The  tcrn- 

itur<  i    between 

October  ami  May.  and  eighty  or  eighty-live  between  Ma\ 
and  (  u-toher.  and  tin-  lu-at  i>  alwa\s  tempered  by  refresh- 
Situate.!  I  list  heneath  the  northern 

Tropic,  Nassau  possesses  an  ideal  winter  climate — in  the 
:e;  but  the  glare  of  the  ever-shining  sun  is  something 
fie.     As  in   the   Bermudas,  the   white   rock  and   the 
"  water-colored  "  houses  reflect  the  rays  of  the  sun  with 
an   unmitigated   intensity      I'.ut    the  houses,  all,  are  well 
provided  with  jalousied  \<  which  admit  the  salt 

iding    the   heat    and    light;    and    then. 
there   a!  here   and    then,   chietly    of   the   tropical 

tub  as  palms,  cocoa  and  royal,  silk-cottons  and 
banyans  or  Amen  At  !ea*t  one  tree  in  \assau  is 

entitLd   to   rank   among  the   vegetable  wonders  of  the 
1.    and    that    i>    the    gigantic    silk-cotton    (Bomba.r 
a  ).  which  spreads  its  broad  limbs  and  buttressed  trunk 
over  ice  in  the  court-house  square.     Another  is 

the  famous  "  bam  an."  alreadv  mentioned  as  once  afford- 
•r  the  pirates  when  they  held  their  smoke- 
Nassau,  on  the  whole,  is  an  interesting  town,  filled  with 
cultured    people    occup\in^r    comfortable    and    attractive 
homes,  and  as  the  island  capital,  is  the  metropolis  of  the 
Bahamas.      Man   and    N'ature   have  combined  to  make   it 
desirable   for  winter  tourists,  its  situation 
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being  unexceptionable,  ami  its  hotels  and  boarding-house 
irreproachable.     It   lias  boasted   foi  arge 

and  well-conducted  hotel    in  t!  hut 

even  this  has  been  surpa-  <  ctly 

appointed    "  Colonial,"    both    under    American    manage- 
ment,   and  every   winter   visited   hv  delighted   t! 
from  the  I'nited  St.it.  -s      I  lu  \  -hart,  \\ith  the  g 
mansion,  the  honor  of  being  the  la:  n  the 

r,ahama>.   and   occup\    the   most   advantageous  sites  for 
recreation  and  sight-seeing. 

With  the  exception  of  Havana,  Nassau  N  the  nearest 
to  the  t'nited  States  of  am   island-city  in  f- 
for  it  is  only  175  miles,  and  an  over-night  run  from  Miami 
in  Florida,  with  which  and  the  "  American  Riviera  "  i 
n     the    winter    season,     tri-weeklv    communic.v 
affording  rail  connection  with  evrry  to\\n  and  city  in  the 
I'nited   States  and   Canada.     Then   there   i^   the  all-sea 
route  between  Nassau  ami  New  York,  traversed  by  the 
spK-ndid  steamers  ..f  tin-  "  Ward  Line."  which  lias  been 
established  and  well  known  for  many  \« 

New  Providence  is  comparable  to  the  P.ermudas  in  its 
aggregate  of  similar  attractions,  and  has  the  furthei 
vantage  of  being  much  nearer  the  F<|uator.  the  northern 
Tropic  running  about  two  degrees  south  of  the  island. 
Thus   a    voyage   through   tropical    war-  be   com- 

menced at  Nassau,  if  desired,  and  continued  more  than  a 
thousand  miles  soutl  .  coast  of 

South  America,  with  some  island  or  other  in  sj^ht  - 
and  a  good  prospect  of  making  harbor  every  i 
depending  UJM.II  the  means  of 
good  steam   \acht      While  there  are  mam    >mall 

filthy)   vess,  ,x.m  which  could  h<    char 

for  a  run  through  the  archij>elago.  and  while  tl 
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mail-boat.     manned     and     ofticeivd     b\ 
which     plu  |  Providence     and 

IJritMi  energy  and  revenues  have  not  yet  been 
jual   t  tin  communication  between  the 

•ids  of  the  colony. 

i   Nassau  have  all  been  disposed  of. 
ter  old   Kort    Montague  and   I'-Tt  i  harlotte  have  been 
nd  admired;   |-".>rt   Fincastle  (which  resemhlcs  a 
•  led    -t<>m    -tcamlxmt   more   than   anything 
earth  i  and  the  deep  <|iiarr\  -cut  called  the  "  Oueen's  Stair- 
have  been   ins^ctcd;   the   "Lake  of   Fire"  and 
."iidend  at  ;  the  little  darkeys  who  dive 
uid  petted;  then  the  visitor  is  likely  to 
settle  down  to  a  prol<  ;  t.  content  merely  to  inhale 

the  and  gaze  languidly  upon  the  diverting 

.  s  outspread   from   the  hotel   verandas.     There  are 
miles  of  .splendid  roads  in  Nassau,  roads  hard  as  iron  and 
smooth  as  palace  floors,  because,  like  the  so-called  soil  of 
the  r,ahama>.  they  are  composed  of  lime  and  coral  rock. 
In  this  connection  it  may  he  mentioned  that  though  the 
I'.ahamas   oiiYr    alluring   prospects   to   the   agriculturist. 
.ilm.  'st  am  thing  •  >n  earth  may  be  raised  there. 
and  especially  all  fruits  an-!  vegetable-  of  the  tropic.v 
the  problem  ever  confronting  him  will  be  how  to  get  the 
various  seed  and  plants  into  the  soil.     The  surface  of  an 
:iary  farm  when  cleared  for  planting  looks,  "  for  all 
the  world."  \er\  much  like  the  acotca.  or  flat  roof-top,  of 
tal  house,  and  has  about  as  many  cracks  and 
:n  it  for  the  insertion  of  seed.     A  certain  Amcri- 
of  waggish  proclivities  —  and   this  was  in  the  long, 
g  ago  —  suggested  that  probably  the  Bahama  fanner 
pre;  soil  "  with  dxnamite  and  injected  the  seed 

ID  ;  but.  however  it  is  done,  very  little 
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iHl    in  mi   t!:e 

tin-  exotic  hemp  and  indigenous  pineapple,  which  :l"UMsh 
.;I\.  tin-  :  and  t lu- 

lls kind  in  the  kn 

uax  found  lure  liy  the  expl"nis.  l,_x  the  nativi-s  called 
(intind.  and  was  one  of  the  man-.  -is  of  tin 

hanias    to    civilization.      \n«.tl  tlu-r 

maize  or  Indian  corn  (though  tul.U  were  found 

uba).  and  still  a  not  IK  ;  :la,  C 'rot on  clcnlh, 

\\hich  deriwx   Us  sjK'cific  i  '.ind   "f    I 

thera.  wlu-rr.  it  is  |x»sihk-.  Columhiis  n 
first  landfall  in  tlu-  New  World. 

What  i-  i,'ciu-rally  considiTi-d  as  the  first  landfall  and 
landing-place  of  Coliunlnis.  in    i.;.jj.   ha-  1  Msly 

located,  the  most  of  the  alleged  authorities  reo>mmen 
Watling's  Island,  which  is  niidwax  the  chain  and  ji 
thousand  miles  south  -  ^  --rk.  1  «-t  i 

thought  to  l>e  on  Cat  Island,  which  wax  also  c 

.  the  name  Columbus  gave  t<  >  t 

ii|x>n  which  he  landed,      i  lieen  thn -u.^h  the 

chain  from  north  to  south,  and  from  south  to  north,  look- 
ing for  the  landing-place  of  Columhux.  and   f.  T  rer 
of  the   Indian^  he  wax  the  ind:  .ns  of  extern 

hut  all   I  car  that  it  was  proha1  r  on 

Uatling's  Island  or  Kleuthcra.  with  much  in  f. 
«.f  the  latter  island,  which  ma  inal 

ahani     of   the   natives,   and   the   San    Salvador  of 
Columbus. 

At  ic  other  gift  of  Guanahani  to  the  civil- 

world  xhoulil  IK-  mentioiu-d.  and  this  is  the  ham: 
it   was   in  this  aboriginal   swinging  bed  that  Coin: 

1    the     Indians    indulging    in    their    midd.i 
Many  of  the  native  fruits  ami  :ich  as  sweet 
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.Hi':  .  cassava, 

were  cultivated  b\  ilu-  Indians.     All  the  meinbe; 
tlu-  i  iti  UN  iamilx.  probably  the  bananas,  plantains,  cocoa- 
nuts,  ijuavax.  ami  \»>\\  |,  were  introduced  l»y  the 
Is,  1'iit  arc  heir  pcitcctly  at  home  and  at  their 

There  \\ere  no  large  quadrupeds  indigenous  to  tli 
hamas.  the  largest  l<  -m -footed  creature  being  the  iguana. 
\\hicli  is  still  almiidant:  and  until  recently  it  was  thought 
that    the   "  in  nail  animal  the    Indians   were    . 

fond  "I.  had  heen  exterminated.  A  few  \ears  a.i:«».  how- 
ever, m:  :mens  of  thi-  i|iia«lrupeil. 
\\hich  snmeuh.it  resembles  a  \\iMxlchuck.  were  found 

on  the  I'lana  (  r  Acklin  Island.     The  de- 

r  at  once  proceeded  to  shout  and  "  stomp 
on"  all  the  innocent  little  alias  he  could  find,  afterward 
removing  their  skins,  which  he  took  to  a  museum;  for 
which  act  "I  refined  barbarity  he  was  rewarded  by  ha-. 
his  o'-nMiueii  added,  as  a  :«pellati«  m.  to  the  sjen- 

• -nation.  (  ',//»r,.;;jy.v.      The  birds  of  the   I'.aha:- 
.    have   been   decimate<l    thr«)ii^h   the    indiscriminate 
slaughter   by   collectors,  very  few    now   remaining  <>f  the 
once    numerous    humming    birds,    mocking    birds,    the 
brigfat-phtmtged  parrots  and  llamin.  •  the  last  two 

ire  still  found   in   flocks  in  Acklin 
Maud,  and  the  ilamiiiijos  in  Andros.  where  they   bi 

The  attractions  of  the  P.ahamas  are  mostly  marine,  or 
submarine,  the  beautiful  blue  sea  containing  many 
piscatorial  wonders.  IN  beauty-tints  are  derived  from, 
and  the  >ky  that  bends  above  it,  and  its 

pellucid  depths  are  owing  to  the  coral  rock  beneath.     It 
Burned  that  every  visitor  to  Nassau  will  hire  a  glass- 
bottomed  boat  and  be  rowed  across  the  bay  to  tb 
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of  the  sea-gardens,  when-  i»nl\  an  adequate  0  D  can 

be  obtained  of  the  beauties  beneath  the  sea.    On  a  dark 

night,  and  \\lK-n  a  light  breeze  rut'lles  tlu    surface  of  the 
r.    make    >"Ui    way    nut    to   the"  Lake  the 

luminous  lake  at  Waterloo,  not  far  from  town,  where  a 
boat  and  an  obli^  ra  are  alwa\>  in  waitii 

to  evoke  such  phosphorescent  effects  a* 
helmM.      "  Marii  as    turtle    shells. 

corals,  sea-fans,  sponges,  conchy  pink 
always  on  sale  in  the  little  simps  b>  tlu  !  and  may 

be  obtained  in  any  quantity  desired. 

While   the  aggregate  land  area  of  the  P.aha  arly 

6000  square  miles,  there  ai  u<K  of  great  si/e.  and 

all  these  are  composed  of  tlu  same  calcareous  rock,  sup- 
porting a  scanty  vegetation  with  native 
Pinns  Bahamcnsis  of  New  Providence,  and  valuable 
net  woods  like  mahogany,  lignum  vita:,  mastic,  etc..  in  the 
southern  islands.     There  are  few  elevations,  the 
being  hardly  more  than  two  hundn  P.eginnii 

the  north,  near  the  1-Morida  coast,  ue  have  the  (ireat  and 
Little  Abaco.  the  former  famous  for  its  pel  cliff 

known  a>  the  "  Hole  in  the  Wall."  ami  containing  a  large 
population  mainl  :.  d  from  the  American  T« 

Southwest  ,,f  this  group  lie  the  P.imini  (.'ays.  where  t: 
tiou  liK-ated  I  )e  I  intain  of  N'oiith. 

HarUir  Island  was  the  rendezvous  of  the  old-t; 
cam  -endants    of     whom     still  'liere.     in 

patriarchal   fashion.     New    Providence  we  have  air. 
.  but  southwest  of  this  island  is  Andros.  the  la 
and    least   known   of  the    i  ..n!v.   in   the 

chain  are  to  be   found    running   streams,  all   the  < 
islands  deriving  their  large  fo- 

of  valuable  wcxxls.  and  the  br.  .ices  of  flamingos, 
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,.1  other  rare  ami  beautiful  birds;  while 
tli,-  rallu-r  h.  rti-1  to,  the   I 

of    tlu-ir    African    ar  mal    ancestors,    ami 

,ina  Sound  we  find, 

on  i  with  it-  wonderful  ]>erfor- 

atccl  clitV  known  as  tlu-  "GUsi  Windows,"  ami  smith  «.f 
it  (  at  Naml.  long  known  a>  San  Salvador,  famous  for  its 
i  olumbus  Point.'  .irdly 

..t    Maud   lirs   \\"athn.u''-.  aln-a.l\    alluded  to  as  a 
.1   for  the  honor  of  In  -idered  the  landfall  of 

Coluinhus;  >,,uth  of  which  an-  Ruin  I 'ay.  Long.  Crooked, 
Fortune,  ami  Acklin  islands,  all  of  these  probably  v. 
and  named  by  Columbus,  in  i  ; 

Politically,  the    Bahamas  end  with  the    ' 
and  little,  \\hicb  lie  alxnit  midway  between  Cuba  and  the 
soutbernmosi    islands,    the    Caicos    and    Grand    Turk's. 

I.   though   i;eo^rai)hically   pertainin 
Bahamas,  are  under  t!  Minental  jurisdiction  of 

;n   which   the  taut  almut  45°  " 

Tin  a  dependency  of  Jamaica  in  their 

inh.  •••und  it  more  convenient  to  communicate  with 

.nd  than  with    New    Providence  and  the  Bahama 

f  them    ever   had   occasion   to 
pt  the  people  in  council,  and 

1C  complained  that  while  they  could  make  the  v< 
up  da\>.  the\   could  not   iret  hack   in  as  many 

weeks.  ,, wini;  to  the  opposition  of  the  prevailing  trade 

'     'Is. 

All  the  southern  islands  an   ii"t«-.l  for  their  "  salt  • 

i  which  are  raked  enormous  quantities  of  salt  derived 
While  the  northern  islands  are  at 
the    pre>enl    time    the    nn«st    popnlmi>    (New    Providence 
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•naming  about  OIK- fourth  tin-  total  pop- 
tin-  .ilH.M-ni.il  inhabitant^  ^-fin  to  ha\i-  IK-UI  o.nlincd  t" 
the    southern    half    of    the    chain,    and    \vi  •  il>K 

.   working  their   way   northerly   toward    !•'!••• 
from  the  West  Indies  and  South  America. 

The  oft-repeated  statement  in  the  I'.ahama-  that  the  old 
wrecker   instinct    still   survives    obtained  a  curi- 
tirmation.  in  the  winu  •  }  04.  at  the  trial  of  a  band 

of  blacks  from  Ruin  Cay.  charged  with  plunde- 
ill-treating  the  occupai  acht  which  had  f«»un<! 

on  their  shores.    While  this  yacht  was  still  stnigglin. 
make  port    the  savage  wreckers  Imarded  her  and   l>< 
the  pillage,  which  was  nearly  accomplished  by  the  time 
>he  went  to  j  i  heir  treatment  of  tb< 

so  barbarous  that  one  of  them  died  in  COO 
was  charged  by  his  son)  :  but.  as  he  did  not  apjxar  at 
court  to  press  charges  against  them    when  arra; 
trial,  they  were  allowed  t«' 

On  New  Year's  |)ay.   i«x>4.  the  bark  "  Primus"  v 

re  near  the  Hole-in-the-\Yall.  Island  of  Abaco,  while 
the  natu  at  church.     The  parson  lost  no  time  in 

dismissing  the  c«--  n.  and  all  hastened  at  once  to 

the  shore,  and  atmard  their  N>ats.  in  order  t«.  en- 
claim  for  what  valuables  they  could  the 
wreck.  A  flotilla  containing  some  three  hundred  negroes 
soon  surrounded  the  "  Primus."  which  th«  kej)t 
Imarding  «>fily  by  a  ruse  of  her  captain,  who.  \\ith 
a  handful  of  small  coins,  kept  the  whole  three  hundred 
diving  for  them,  on  ..in-  sj.l,-  ||u.  ship,  while  bis  tT«-w  Jiur- 
ried  ash-.n-  with  the  valual>le  nautical  instruments,  \\hich 

Imrird  in  a  place  of  &i 

"To  the  \vrec-  i  maxim  that 

is    !  :j   and    lived    up   '  pro- 

ncd,  throughout  the  1 
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HISTORIC  HARBORS  OF  CUBA 

Cuba  hr-t  circumnavigated  —  Its  tortuous  coast-line  —  Its  hun- 
dred harbors—  Features  of  the  coast  —  Cortes,  DC  Soto, 
kc,  and  other  worthies  —  Capture  »f  H.a.mu  by  the 
llritish  —  Memorials  of  many  Spanish  victims  —  The  M<>rro 
and  the  "Maine"  Matanzas,  Cardena-.  NueMtas,  and 
Gibara  —  Vita.  Naranjo,  Sat;  .  Tanamo.  \\.. 

—  Region  of  big  SUK  t  the  tropical  f 

in  Cuba  '    i-   ii"t   timid  —  Xipc   Bay  and   it- 

bright  prospects  —  Sir  William  Van   Home's  great  schemes 

—  The  finest  coa-t  country  of  Cuba  —  Hunting,  fishing 
exploring  —  Best  region  to  settle  in  —  Cape  Mai-i  an.! 
Concha-  mo    and     Escondido  —  Our    new     naval 

•n  —  \Vh.  •  began  —  Coffee 

and  Cacao  country  —  Daiquiri,  where  Shaftcr  landed  troops 

—  Las    Guasimas,    San    Juan,    and  El  Caney  —  The   M«>rr«> 

'•ars  ago—  Still   intact  —  Santiago  fr«'m  the  bay  — 

i's  squadron  lay  —  Cayo  Smith  ami  the  "  Mer- 

rimac  "—  at    San   Juan  —  Reminders  of 

the  Rough  Riders  —  An  impr.  i«o  —  The  Virgin  and 

Mine-  of  c'ohre       l).»wn  the  South  Coast  —  Man  zan  ill. 

Bayamo,  Trinidad,  and  Cienfuegos  —  Batabano  and 
the  graves  of  Spanish  galle< 


AHh)f(,!I     nnisioplu-r      Columbus    disco  •• 
al     of     Cuba'x     tuu  st     harlxirs     in      i 
(Vanijxi    circnmnavi^ati-.l    tin-    island    in     1508, 
and     \Vlas.|v  n     in      1511.     n«'t 

mnro   than    hall    I  ^tal>li-h<-<I    l»y    tin- 

•liards   during    tin-   first    o-ntnn    <>f   tht-ir   occnpati«»n. 
more  than  four  hundred  years  after  the  dis- 

23 
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coven-  of  Cuba,  there  exist  in  that  island  harbors  as  good 
as  tlu-  best.  \\ith  it -)>«-ct  to  natural  advantages.  \\hicli 
await  development  in  almost  uninvadcd  seclusion. 

With   its  two  thousand   miles  of  tortuous  coast-lim . 

.1  possesses  nearly  a  hundred  harbors,  large  and  small. 

fifty  of  which  are  ports  of  entry,  and  the  remainder  little 

known.     Not  all.  jxrhaps,  are  historic  in  the  larger  s< 

but  'in  in  an.  m«  •  t  certainly,  and  ''  will 

P.eginning  in   the  western   i 

Rio,  right  in  the  tail  of  the  "  centii>ede  "  i  which  Cuba 
been  said  to  resemble  in  general  outline )  i>  the  harbor  of 
I'.ahia  Honda,  as  deep  as  its  Spanish  name  implies,  and  a 
favorite  resort  of  the  Cuban  insurgents  when  in  need  of 
supplies.     Many  can  recall  when  Maceo  made  h: 
break  through  trochas  and  Spanish  lines  across  UK-  island. 
in  i8o/>.  ostensibly  in  mere  bravado  of  the  Dons;  but  in 
reality  to  obtain  the  sinews  of  war  brought  to  this  ha 
and  others  near,  by  American  filibusteros.     Bahia  II 
•iich-  or  pocket -shaped,  as  also  are  most  of  the  liar 
of  the  north  coast,  notably  those  in  Pinar  del  Ki«>.  and  all 
have    some    distinguishing     feature     in     the    contiguous 
country,  making  them  "easy  marks"  for  the  marir. 

lor   example,    fifteen    miles   east    of    P.ahia    Honda   is 
another  little  harbor  dominated  b\  the  "  Pan  de  Cabaf 
igar-Loaf  Hill,  and  twelve  miles  easterh  again  i 
"  Pan    de     Mariel."     another     table-top; 
mesa,   distinguishing   the   entrance   of   the    natural 
of  that  name,  where  at  pr«  rther  distinctive  mark 

•iish  ,-rtiiscr.  "Alfoiixo   XII."   sunk 

by   the   American-*  during  the   wai  t    up 

into  the   air       It 
unsophisticatrd   Spaniards 
York"  with  their  Mansers;  hut  the\   did  it  onl\  Q 
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1  lu-    "  I 'an    <:<  •.;!>«  -n."     fifteen     wiU-s     south    of 

Havana,  warns   sailors  of  their  approach  to  this   fan 
harbor,  which,  together  with  that  «•;  ...  is  tin-  best 

:i  of  I'nha's  ] 

Is  it  historic?     If  not.  thai  there  is  no  harbor  with  a 

•i  America,  for  it   was  first   found  hy  Ocantjx.  in 

150*  ken  jm>session  «»f.  as  a  "  carccnin^-pl.i 

within  a  it'tor.  ami   hcforc  it    was   fairly 

under  \\a>    U  a  «1   from  it  on  ln> 

•  nturous  .  in   i5i«».      llu-  site  where 

re  hol«l  lu-rc  is  to-«la\   iixlu 

.1  chapel,  Iniilt  iirar  the  scion  of  tlu-  uri^inal  silk-cotton 

beneath  wlmh  s,  •  ro  |H-rfornu-«l.     Nine  years 

nphilo  il.  ;<•<!  out  of  Havana  harbor 

whither  lu-  was  followed  in   i>.V»  by   I'Vnli- 

'1   dc   Soto.    neither   of    wh«m    ever    returned    in    the 

tits   Havana  was  sacked  hy  line- 
ami  captured  b\    I;reiieh  pi  ^^l^>  rest 
the  city  t«>  i:                           ;ul  thr  Dutch  pirates  who  took 
•iry  later,  after  appropriating  the  wealth  of  the 
.tken.  twice  ransomed  and   rc- 
f"i    the    Spaniards    valued   city    and   |>ort  com- 
bined inure  than  am   other  in  the  West   Indies,  and  when 
the  Knsjish.  assisted  b>   (  Olonial  troops  from  New  N'ork 
and  Ne\\    Kn-land.  wrested   Havana  from  them,  in   i; 

no  time  in  oft'erin-  I:lorida  in  exchan^i  For, 
they  had  nut  -<|tiee7ed  that  Havana  orange  «lry.  though 
they  had  murdered  the  ah'-n-mal  inhabitants  of  the 
inland.  !  .-.  had  ini|N>rted  Africans  t..  take  their 

k   wh.»  were  working 
'•em   like  a   colony   of  ant-. 
It   was  in  the  second  quarter  of  th,  -h  century 
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that  the  King  of  Spain  sent  ovrr  an  Italian  «  r  to 

plan  fortifications  for  Havana,  the  result  of  whose  M 
appears  in  Morro  Castle-  ami  the  I'.ateria  de  la  runt 
the  opjx  ic  harlMir-mouth.     Th 

planned,  ami  today  arc  the  most  pictur 
Havana's  approaches.     Before  thex   were  finished,  in  the 
1585.  the  city  was  threatened  hy  that  masterful  sea- 

r  Francis  Drake,  and  the 

iards  hurried  matters  so  that  i  n  later  t! 

nearly  completed.     And  they  were  well-constructed,  i 
than  three  hundred  years  having  passed  over  them  with- 
out inflict  t  injury. 

A   tablet    in    the    sea  ward- facing    wall    of   the    d 

mis  one  of  the  event  when  the  I'riti>h  and 

Colonials  breached  the  fortification  and  carried  the  Morro 
bx  assault.    The  sequel  of  this  affair  was  the  const  ru 
of  the  vast  range  of  fortifications  banked  against  tin 
hill  opposite    Havana,   tin  is,  about   5700  feet    in 

K  ii-tli   and  «^x)  in   breadth — that   labyrinth  of  mason r\. 
with  its  numeroi  -MS   in   \\hicli   man\    <>f   Sj 

enemies  were  «l«>ne  to  death.     For  a  brief  period  tlu- 
Spangled  Uanner  tloated  alx>ve  the  I 'abana- 
and  they  were  cleansed  of  their  impurities.      It 

on  the   fourth  <>f   February,    i  !   b\ 

the  Mag  of  the  Cuban  Republic.    Like  t! 

t    monument    to   Spanish    cruelties,   and    down    if)    the 
•ssc  of  the   Laurel  *IV  D   may   f\\\-  -:tiful 

iblet  affixed   i  in   l«><)4)  against  the  wall  in   i 
liich  innocent  ("u!  -1  up  to  !,«•  shot. 

Tlie   Spaniards   early   acquired    th. 

and  seem  to  have  U-en  unhappx    when  ibex   onild  timl  no 
•us.      "I'lu-ir   i  t    all 

over  the  island,  and  arc  almost  as  numei 
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tablets  set   up  by  <io\enior   Wood   in  coinmemoiali": 
hi-  \  .luring  the  era  of  reform. 

6  the  \var  ended,  the  t/uhans  have  nearly   in.; 

ting  marble  memorials  and  monu- 
ments of  other  sort,  to  their  hrother>  slain  by  Spam.. 

<>ld  blood,  and  it  has  l><  !  that  it  would  be 

but  an  act  of  justice — at  least  of  poetic  justice — to  compel 

the  wealthy  Span:  :its  (,f  c'uba.  \\lio  arc  absorbing 

t.»  themselves  the  inland's  resources,  to  contribute  toward 

nd  ! 

ins  alone  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  Spaniards 
in  their  fury,  as  we  may  he  reminded  at  the  (/ah. 
over  lie  harbor  stands  star  sha|>od  Castle 

within    the    walK   of    which    voting   C'rittenden    and    fifty 
<    shot  to  death,  among  the  first  "  fili- 
husteis  "  to  lose  their  lives  in  the  cause  of  Cuban  liberty. 
That   \\as  lit-  ago ;    but  there  are  more  : 

.mish  perfidy   and   cruelty,  and  they   lie 
in  the  mud  <>t'  the  harN.r  U-neath  yonder  misshapen  hulk, 

I'orgotten  the 
"  Maine  "  ~'      The  S;  have  not,  and  SOinewl; 

>et.     il  the    wretches     \\lio    blew 

up  that   gallant   ship  and  sacrificed  the  lives  of  t\\«»  huil- 

•\    American   -  I'hey  still  live,  having 

MS  high  in  authority— it  is  rumored 

in    lla\an...   ''lit    they   no   longer   reside   in   Cuba,   having 
iM.ne  home  t«i  the  "mother  country." 

The  L^reat  I  tattle- ship  which  the  Spaniards  sank  at  her 

mo<  I)   settling  into  the  mud  of  the  harbor, 

and  it  \\ill  he  well  when  the  la  of  the  "  Maine  " 

!.  for  the  sljLrht  of  her  revives  too 

mar  u'ilahle  mem-  «-cially  in   view  of  the 

that  the  Spaniards  m  (  uba  arc  flaunting  too  fr< 
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rcd-and-yellow    flag    of    ancient    t.ranny. 
"Maim-"    massacre    was    the    last    wholesale    execution 
!»y    the    Spaniards,    for   swiftly    following   after 
came   th<  ncnts  of  the   war.   with   the   sinkin 

.era's  fleet  off  Santiago,  when  we  paid  off  the  old 
score  with  large  interest  added. 

The  flight  and  destruction  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  on  the 
third  of  July.   iX>>S.  uas  tin    la-  D  in  the  hun- 

dred-days' \\ar  with  Spain,  of  which  the  first   (slight  in 
itM.lt")   was  the  bombardment  of   Matanzas  h\    Admiral 
pson.  A|>ril   .71!).  when,  according  to  the  Captain- 
•  .eiieral  -»l  i  "uba.  only  a  mule  was  killed.     It  was  a  Span 
ish  mule,  take  notice,  and  sometimes  that   Bj  .ilk- 

on  legs  less  than  four  in  number:  and  when  this  one 
buried,  it  uas  not  1\  ing  <»n  its  side,  after  the  maim. 
quadrujH-ds  when  defunct,  but  with  its  *'  toes  turned  up  to 
the  < 

I'nlikc    the   harbor   m"    Havana,    which    is   comph 
land-locked  and  has  a  depth  in  its  center  of  from  50  to  60 
that  of  Matanzas  is  open  and  shallow;   more* 
for  the  affair  of  the  mule,  it  is  hardly  entitled  to  be 
called  historic  ;  so  we  will  hasten  on  to  another,  which  like 
wise   deri\CH   its   mi|M)rtance   from    an     incident    of    the 

•iisb- American  war.     This  i>  the  harbor 
which,  however,  is  no  harlx>r  at  all.  large  slii|>s  U-ing  « 
pelled  to  anchor   fiftern   miles   fn»m   the   town.      In   thi^ 
ni.-nUtead  occurred  that   brief  though  brilli  n  of 

May  II.  I&>S.  \\hen  I  and  t""ii- 

killed,  the  first  Amen-  :  the  war     after  t 

of  the  "  Maine";    though   several  \..unded 

that  .  while  grappling 

I  he   north  central   c«.a-t   ..f   (  ul»a   ha-   no  good   harbor 
for  large  vessels — none  comparable  with  th.r 
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\\hich  and   Xuevitas    a  distanc-  ral  liun- 

«lml  mi;-  This  la>t  may  IK-  termed  hist. 

u  ha\n  -at  ..f   Puerto  Principe,  which 

Milan. 1.  ..n  account  «•!  repeated  attacks  and 
depr-  i,     It  is  also  claimed  by  some  tliat 

though    sonu-what    shallow    harlmr.    which    is 
'KM!  through  a  sea  river  si\  in:  wai  first 

ited  hy  Columbus  when,  in  October,    i .;«)-'.  lu-  iaiulod  in 
Pl-.rt   ..f  this  claim    it    is   pointed   «mt   that 
Xui  1>rati-d    for    its    tnu-    tarpon    ti>hin^. 

and  spot,-,  s.  as  in  the  time  of  Columbus;   but  a^aiu.  tin- 
aspect  of  hill  and  mountain  is  not  that  pvcn  by  the  cele- 
in  his  JMiirnal.     A  harlx.r  \\hich  (juito 
.t-rs  to  hi  -  to  its  shape  and 

is  that  of  Gibara,  80  or  90  miles  to  the  southeast ,  for 
inland  from  it  lie  the  four  jjreat  hills  with  table-tops  which 

ed.  rising  conspicuously  above  the  plains. 
As  we  follow  the  trend  of  the  coast  southeasterly  we 
are,  of  course,  constantly  dropping  equator-ward  in  lati- 
tude, and  at  and  near  (  .ibara  are  three  degrees  SOUth  of 
Havana  and  only  one  degree  north  of  Santiago,  mi  the 
southern  coast.  Here  and  beyond,  pursuing  our  Co 

ml   I 'ape    M..  -ind   the  harbors  jw.uch-shaped. 

and  profound  in  depth,  as  at   Havana  and  but 

!  from  the  heavy  seas  of  open  o.  ting 

.\itli   narrow    entrances.      (  )f   this    character 

Diminutive    Sama.    I'.aiu-s.    Tanamo. 

I'aracoa.  and  several  others  not  yet  ports  of  entn . 

of  the  most  charming  of  these  deep- water  ports 

is  that  of  Naranjo,  back  of  which  lies  the  big  sugar  estate 

ia.  with  its  hundred  thousand  acres  of  fertile 

uners  ca;  t  up  to  the  shore 

and  load  or  disci  rgOJ  a  pretty  stream  conn 
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a  impical  \\  ildenu  >s,  a  great  hill  from  which 

•nd 

this  of  surface,  together  \\ith  the  rich  soil 

luxuriant  vegetation,  the  healthful  climate.  an«l  unexam- 
pled situation  as  respects  communication  \\ith  the  oir 
workl.   augur   well    for   the    futun  'ge»" 

should  it  ever  IK-  ojK-ned  for  coloni/atioit. 

This  port   was   entered   h\    (  olumhus   ».n   1. 
voyage  in    1492.  and  either  this  or  another  like  it  inspired 
him  in  \\rite  to  his  s«>\  u  most  beau- 

tiful island  eyes  ever  l>eheld,   full  of  excellent  ports  and 
profound  rivers.     .     .     .     One  could  live  1 

X"\N  and  again  majestic  waterfalls  may  IK-  seen,  flash- 
ing white  and  thundering  loudly  behind  a  screen  of  trop- 
ical vines  ami  trees  hung  with  air  .n<l   then 
miles  of  forest  along  shore  beyond,  tilled  with  precious 
W0o«                                                   •: ;i- WIN  id.     and     n 

two  van  valuable  for  their 

in  the  arts  and  indu-  enumerated  as  1> 

found  in  the  liich 

overspread  portions  of  Santiago  pn  -ni;  the  north 

shore  of  which  we  are  \ 

In  tl  .  adjacent  t«.  the  mly  some 

of   the    finest    sujjar    •  ]'Ht    there    is 

.ji'n    the  f«»r    the    >oil    of 

ion    is    of    almost    in  ble    fertility,    and    the 

numerous  deep-water  harbors  O|H-IK  i.  to  New 

York   and   a   market,   afford    the    greatest    facilities   for 
profitable  operat:  ire  used,  for  the 

extent  of  virgin  s«  b  that  when,  after  ten  or  fi: 

s  in  cane,  a 

•icallv   ahand-»iu-d    and   another  area   d:  f  its 

forest  covering,  plowed,  and  planted. 


I 

I 
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The   hailx.rs   mentiom  -d   a>   l\ini;    tu   the   .xuuthea 

ra  arc  gcin.s  in  th  :  uf  them  adapted  for 

winter  resorts,  but  particularly  for  small-fruit  colon 
There  is  still  another,  in  fact,  there  are  several  oth 
hut  one  in  particular,  \\hich  has  an  expanse  of  \v. 

lores  sufficient  to  float  a  navy,  and 
this  is   \ipr.  which  until  within  a  comparative!)    recent 

•  I    in    seclusion    hi-. km    only    by    the    v. 
li. -nnen  and  filibusters.     There   is   no  hay   like  it   in 
I'uha.  or,  jH-rhaps,  on  either  coast  of  the  United  St.. 
: nation,  within  21  degrees  of  the  Equator. 

'om  New  York  and  our  chief  Atlantic 

-•»ed.     Like  its  >i>ter  i><>rts  and  harbors 

•loiu-d.  it  is  three  degrees  further  into  the  tropics  than 

Havana,  and  \et.  in  ]>oint  of  time  and  steaming,  one  day 

r  the  northern  cities  of  the  Eastern   I'nited  Sla1 
and   this  amounts  to  much,  in   the  raising  of  fruits  for 
rn  market,  and  the  prices  one  may  get  for  them. 

timid,  according  to  the  common  saying;  but 
:al  has  shown  no  j^reat  amount  of  timidity  in  "  plank- 
! !i..ns  on  the  north  coast,  as  shown  hy 
the  \  •  areas  la-ing  l)rought  into 

banana  cultivation,  and  finally  in  the  extension  of  the 
Cuba   railwa  \lto  Cedro,  on  the  main   line,  to 

Mauopilon  on   N'ipe  I'ay.  where  a  six-mile  frontage  has 
I  for  a  future  city,  with  titty  thousand  acres 
!  the  nucleus  of  a  i;reat  winter  resort,  some- 
time to  rival  Palm  Beach  and  Nassau. 

That  renowned  magician.  Sir  William  Van  Home,  has 

..rid  over  Cuba,  and  wherever  it  touched,  at 

Havana,  at  Camagoej,  at  N?ipe  and  at  Santiago,  he 

planned    to   hnild    a    -reat    hotel.      Kach    hotel    will    have 

attractions   peculiarly   its   ,,\\u.  and  as  Uie   four   will  be 
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practical!}  connected  by   Sir  Williaiu'.s  railway,  the  route 
of  the  future  ton-  !>a  may   U-  vastly   more  varied 

and    interesting   than    by    any    of   the   lines   hitherto 
isting. 

While   Ni|>e  was  known  to  pirates,  buccaneers,  and 
wreckers,  who  made  it  their  rendezvous  in  succession,  it 
was    either    unknown,    or    un visited,    except    by    i! 
during    long  centuries,  so  few  important    even 
transpired  here.    An  ocairrence  which  rises  to  the  dignity 
of  an  event,  in  latter  \<  the  visit  paid  NijH-  by 

war-ships  of  the    American    squadron    shortly    after    the 
naval  fight  at  Santiago.    Lying  inside,  in  fancied  sect 
protected  by   submarine  mines  in  the  channel,   was   the 
Spanish  gunboat  "  Don  Jorge  Juan,"  of  near  a  thousand 
tons.    Her  commander  did  not  believe  the  Yankees  would 
venture  over  the  mine-planted  channel  through  the  r« 
but,  since  Dewey  proved  the  comparative  hannlessness  of 
Spanish  explosives  beneath  the  sea.  our  gallant  tars  mind 
them  no  longer ;  so  the  "  Don  Jorge  Juan  "  was  soon  sent 
to  keep  them  comp 

There  has  long  U-en  a  Spanish  line  of  coastal  steamers 
around  the  island,  which  touch  in  at  most  of  the  p 
but  it  ix  by  no  means  up  to  the  standard  set  h\  the  Amer- 
ican  ships,   and    had   lu-tter   IK-   avoided.      Santiago   and 
Havana  have  been   for  years  served  by  the  old   V. 
Line:  but  the  only  American  sen  lung  the  im- 

portant ports  of  the  north  coast,  which,  (.wing  to  their 
more  advantageous  situation  :  ;o  be 

the  ports  of  the  future,  is  the  Munson  Line,  which  in- 
cludes them  all  between  Matanzas  and  Baracoa,  a 
tance  of  some  six  hundred  miles.     Its  Mobile-Havana 
line  gives  a  short  and  dir 

Me\  •:.  while  its   N 
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:ners  consume  more  time  t'n  ivycJ^v.  but  take  one  to 
\t  of  the  island    1-  <  d,  but    better   worth    the 

while, 

Any  route  to  Cuba  is  increasingly  attractive  as  one 
runs  southward  in  the  u  inter  time:  but  there  is  none  that 
combines  so  many  attractions  as  that  covered  by  the 
dule  of  the  Munson  Line,  direct  from  New  York  to 
Matan/as.  thence,  along  the  tropic-seeking  stretch  of 
coast,  to  quaint  and  ancient  I'.aracoa.  There  is  no 
round-trip  within  my  exi>erience  that  offers  such  variety 
of  scene  and  varying  attractions  —  and  I  have  taken  more 
than  one  in  the  course  of  my  existence. 

Two  or  three  days  are  spent  in  each  port,  where  the 

launches  of  the  steamer  are  placed  freely  at  the  passen- 

gers' disposal,  and  while  the  steamer  is  discharging  her 

•  )  for  the  Cuban  market,  or  taking  in  sugar.  fruits 

f'-r  the  North,  her  happy  guests  are  fishing 

in  the  harbors,  exploring  the  creeks   for  curlews,  wild 

ducks,  egrets,  and  alligators  ;  shell-hunting  on  the  beaches, 

sponge-fishing  on  the  coral  reefs,  picnicking  generally, 

ieir  hearts'  content. 

There  is  hunting  to  be  had.  all  along  the  coast,  when 

'.here  to  look  for  it.  and   if  alligators  are 

the  beautiful   Ma>ari   River,  which  emr 

into  Nipe  Bay;  if  deer,  wild  hogs,  and  boa  constictors, 

essay  the  forest  country  Ix^rdering  that  bay  and.  in  fact, 

riding  right  across  to  Santiago.     If  adventure  pure 

and  simple,  get  the  ship's  commander  to  have  you  put 

•e  at  the  mouth  of  the  Mayari.  where,  up  stream  a 

little,  there  is  one    of    the    quaintest    towns    in    Cuba. 

<d  in  groves  of  fruit  trees,  and  within  hail  of 

the  wilderness  that  fills  the  valleys  and  spreads  out  over 

the  mountains  between  Nipe  and  I'.aracoa. 
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<  >h.    it  ntry.    that    containing    the 

•!.  the  Cuchillas  de  Toa,  ami  the 
famed  Yun(|iic  that  o'cr-tops  the  jxxrless  port  of  i 
Here,  in  this  southeastern  end  of  Cuba  comprised  in  the 
crn  half  of  Santiago  Province,  all  the  unique  \TL- 
•.ictions  of  Cuba  arc  concentrated  ;  and.  "  1»\  tin-  same 
i."   this   region  was  once  the  home  of  aboriginal 
Indians  who  were  drawn  hither  by  the  uncxani; 

-tn re's  wealth. 

Within    this   district,    which   closely   approximates   to 
the  territory  given  up  by  the  Spaniards  at  the  surrender 
of  Santiago,  in  July,  1898,  are  to  be  found,  if  a 
in  Cuba,  the  last  of  the  aboriginal  people,  the 

Cuban  Indians.  In  a  story  I  once  wrote,  entitled  "  t'nder 
the  Cuban  Flag."  finding  it  necessary  to  the  proper 
working  of  the  plot  for  an  Indian,  or  Indians,  to  be  in 
it.  I  "discovered"  a  tribe  residin  i  de 

Cristal,  around  the  headwaters  of  th< 
that  flow  hence  to  either  coast.     And.  if  they  are  not 
there,  they  ought  to  be,  and  I  am  disappointed  to  learn 
that  some  Ameri'  have  visited  the  outskirts 

of  tli is  region  without  finding  any  trace  of  a  pure-blooded 
Indian. 

Here,  right  here,  is  an  opportunity   for  some  \ 
and  able  explorer  to  make  his  reputation.     Let  him  go 
ashore    from    a     Munson-Line    steamer    at 

ano.  or  Nipt-,  well  equipped  for  camping-out,  with  a 
in  guide  to  show  him  the  1  a  Cuban  horse 

to  carry  him.  and  stay  in  the  region  at  least  a  month — 
though  all  winter  would  IK-  U-tter.  M\  r  it. 

he  would  find  enough  to  i  "lay  tm  ' 

cost  of  this  venture — assuming  he  craves  adventure 

I  Nature:    and  incidentally,  he  might  find  a  location 
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i  future  hoMie  irfaere  all  tlu-  durm>  of  I  ^k-n—  includ- 
ing even  a  serpent—  could  be  combined. 

t  is  difficult  to  lure  the  passengers  aboard  a  Mun- 
-I.ii!  from  the  "  flesh-pots,"  sad  to  say.    Sev- 

of  my  companions  on  the  v  -.cr  a  few  days  in 

Havana,  returned  to  ship  uith  Mich  relief  as  only  the  way- 
won  r  feels  on  reaching  hoine.     And  there  they 

ed.  while  I  was  going  about  the  Maud,  suffering  all 
sorts  of  things  in  my  desire  to  acquire  accurate  infonna- 
•  -graphs  "  MU  the  spot."     \\'hen  at  last  I  met 
them  again  on  board  f  In-ing  worn  down  with 

hard     fare    and     hard    beds,    and     ill     from    a    drink 
of    "  ladulterated    water  "    taken    in    a    moment 

of  forget  fulness),  they  appeared  as  fr<  lien  they 

••ed.     Th.  of    it    was.    they    were   not   at   all 

ashamed  of  their  long  period  of  idleness  on  board,  for 
1    that   they   had   to   imbibe   some   sort  of 
rmation,  going  about  as  they  did  from  port  to  port, 
banana   plantations,  entering 

little   harbors   by   moonlight   and   tying  up   right   at   the 
into   the   country    while   the   steamer 
loaded    up.    boating   and   bathing   in   bays   with   sandy 
beaches. 

Tlu-  along  the  north  coast  ends  at  Baracoa, 

•rcular.    land-locked    harbor    guarded   by   Yunque   or 

Anvil  Hill,  flat-topped,  steep-sided,  and  near  two  thousand 

.     I'.aracoa  is  the  site  of  Cuba's  first  white 

settlement.    1511.    ami    the    castle    is    pointed    out    which 

built,   tradition   says,   by    Velasquez,  or   Don   Diego 

.mbus—  \\lio  was  the  first  "  Diego  "  of  importance 

in    \  in  passing. 

\\here  the  "  Faro  Concha"  stands—  the 
:i    the   extre:  a    lip  of   Cuba  — 
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.actly  due  south  from  >rk.     This,  of  course, 

docs  not  add  to  its  importance,  for  Maisi  was  discov. 
more  than  a  hundred  \ears  before  Manhattan  had  a 
name  bestowed  upon  it  by  the  lumbering  Dutchmen  who 
followed  after  the  Spaniards  to  America.  Put.  this  fact 
is  mentioned,  perad venture  one  gets  lost  he  may  be 
enabled  to  obtain  his  bearings:  due  south  from  New  York, 
au«I  due  east  of  Guantanamo—  from  the  former  about 
1500  miles,  and  from  the  latter  perhaps  one  hundred. 

The  south  coast  is  vastly  different  from  the  north, 
bare — and  would  be  bleak  if  it  were  further  from  the 
Kquator — rising  in  great  terraces  and  indented  with  few 
harbors — but  those  few  of  great  importance. 

Guantanamo   comes    first    in    \..\a-ing   from    M 

ward,  and  as  it  was  probably  discovered  first  by  the 
Spaniards,  there  will  be  no  harm  in  mentioning  it  before 
Santiago,  which  has  the  harbor  par  excellence  of  the 
entire  south  coast.  It  lies  about  40  miles  east  of  San- 
tiago, and  comes  into  history  as  t  of  a  foolish 
attempt  to  take  that  city  by  the  F.nijish.  in 
which  occasion  Lawrence  Washington,  brother  of 
George,  a«.si>ted  to  the  In-st  of  his  abilities.  In-ing  with 
bis  much  beloved  Admiral  Vernon.  after  whom  he  named 
the  estate  on  the  Potomac  \\bicb  at  bis  death  be  left 
to  the  so-called  Father  of  his  Country. 

With  a  base  forty  miles  from  their  objective,  the 
Pritish  bad  small  chance  of  taking  Santiago,  and  soon 
gave  it  up,  sailiiu  ml  leaving  Guantanamo  t< 

solitude  in  which  they   found  it. 

A*  Ciuantanamo  is  probably  In-tter  known  than  any 
other  port  on  tb 

such   an    imjMirtant    part   as   a   naval   base    in    Admiral 
Sampson's  operations  against   the   Morn*,   we  will  not 
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Im.  save  to  iint i-  that 

Nipe  mi   the   north   coaM    in   extent   ami    situation,  being 
i  half  a  mile  to  four  miles  \\ide  aiul  ten  long,  with 
harbors  within  a  harbor.  |  dso  has. 

\\  «    cannot  t'.-r-t  t  that  the  American  invasion  of  Cuba 

•  lay   in  June.   '<>S.  with  the  landing  of 

600  marines.  \\h.»  ma<le  the   Spaniards  on  the  sandhills 

dk  Spanish  "  until  they  could  walk  no  longer,  when 

they  ran.     The  Yankees  then  cut  off  their  water  supply 

rilling  up  the  only  well,  and  as  there  was  not  another 

within  twelve  mi!  -  ttled  the  matter  for  the  "Jack 

A  ho  had  to  drink  their  rino  "  without." 

In   the   "gnnd   old   times"  of  buccaneers  ami   pirate 

s    (Inantanamo  served  as  a  retreat  for  cut-throats 

and  sea-rovers,  who  also  lurked  in  the  secluded  nooks  of 

another  natural  j>ort  not  far  distant  called  Kscondido,  or 

the    Hidden    Harbor,   where   the   hill  on   which   they    had 

their  lookout  is  still  rememl>ered.     Since  our  acquisition 

<  iuantanaino   as  a   naval   station,   many  a   luck 

marine  has   wished   with  all  his  heart  that  it  was  still 

:(//(/<>,  and  had  never  been  discovered,  for  it  is  one 

lie  most  lonesome  places  in  the  world.     The  town  of 

(.uantanamo   lies   more    than   twelve   miles   distant   from 

anera.  near  the  harlnir  entrance,  and  whenever  poor 

:  es  to  go  on  a  spree  he  has  first  to  traverse 

a  Uroad  expanse  of  dismal  salt  flats,  which  aggravates 

Ins   thirst   to   such   an   extent  that   it   seems  sometimes 

utterly  Ixryond  allay,  and  the  "  benders  "  that  result  are 

the  i  i  record. 

Two  small   steamers   run  between  Santiago  and  the 

whenever  their  owners  feel  disposed  to  let  them, 

ami  t\\o  railroads  are  in  process  of  construction  which 

\\ill  soon  connect  with  the  "Cuba"  system  at  Maya,  or 
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Moron.  pftSiblg  tln-ii-li  a  n-.-i-.n  rich  in  inir 
an<l  o»!Tee.      I  li«    II..IIH-  of  the   famous  Cuban  coffee  is 
among  the  beautiful  hills  In-hind  (iuantanamo,  and  this 
is  the  section  in  which  the  colonist  should  settle 
\\ishex  to  engage  in  that  culture,  and   the   r.t 
cacao.     The   vast   an  nios  constitute   a 

group  by  themselves,  and  are  owned  by  some  of  the 
oldest  families  in  Cuba. 

The  bay  itself  can  hold  all  the  ships  of  the  navy  that 
it  might  IK-  found  desirable  to  send  there,  and  as  the 
water  is  deep,  and  the  seaward  hills  protect  from  hurri- 
canes, nnth ing  better  could,  or  should,  be  asked  by 
Uncle  Sam — especially  as  he  got  it  all  for  nothing,  and 

imably  knows  enough  not  to  "look  a  gift-hor^ 
the  mouth."  Its  situation  is  all  that  could  be  desired, 
with  respect  to  its  command  of  the  Windward  Channel 
and  the  route  to  Panama,  and  it  will  afford  a  fine  ren- 
dezvous for  our  war-ships,  while  the  canal  is  being  con- 
structed and  after  it  is  OJHMI. 

When  I  paid  my  first  \isit  to  the  south  coast  of  Cuba, 
in  1887.  nolxMly  aboard  ship  ever  thought  of  pointing 
out  Daiquiri,  about  midway  between  (iuantanamo  and 
Santiago,  \\hich  the  maps  did  not  i  the 

...'nation  of  surgidcro.  or  anchoring-pl.t 
ral   Shafter  landed  there  with  our  troops  for  the 
invasion  of  Cuba,  in  June,  1898,  it  has  been  a  con 
nous  landmark.     Its  importance  ceased  with  the  en 
of  the  war:   hut  not  so  that  of  Santiago  and  the  Morro, 
which  has.  if  possible,  been  cnhano 

Here  is  what  I  wrote  at  first  sight  of  the  latter,  years 
it  now  a  the 

Copper  Range  of  Cul>  orehouse  of  * 

especially  of  copper  and  iron.     At  last,  a  break  in  the 
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arch.  th< 
Santiago's    hail-r.      '1'lu-    line    of   chtK    washed    b\     the 

>rnptl\  terminated  by  what  app- 

t«.    IK-    Bfl  d    construction,    and    lira:  -ach 

'  »s<->  the  jin  ist   picturesque  f«»rt  and  cattle  ever  built. 
prrhaps.   in   t!u-    N'cw   World.     The  great  cliff,   it-   ' 
into  ca  .  i lu-    wave  action   of  ccntn: 

,irric«l  up  from  the  sea-line  in  a  Muxe-xioM  «»f  walls, 
must  jKTi'cct  t\pe  of  the  rock- 

rihl'.  >s  of   nie«li;eval    tinie.s.      IVrche»l    upon    the 

.ill    and    ovfiliaii^in-    tlu-  I    domed 

•  me,    flanked    l.\     cannon    evidently    old 
:  the  hixt«ir\   of  our  land  wa^  new. 
The  n    into   this   cliff   all    round    its 

base,   so  that    it    ma\    n«  -t    U-   iuan> 

totters    and     falls    into    the    sea.       Alx>ve.    the    lines    of 

•ply  defined,  each  guarded  :  ced- 

the  one  below  it,  each  ornamented  with  antique 

and  useless  cannon,  and  the  whole  dominated  by  a  nias- 

1  he  pilot  boards  us  at  the  harbor  entrance 

and    i;u  mer   close   beneath    the   impending 

battlements,  and  we  note  tlu-  urroup  of  idle  soldiers  al>ove. 

SO   near    that    we    can    lu  ar    them    . 

this   jutting  promont  ancient    fort 

with  walls  of  pink  and  pray  harmoniously  blended,  and 

quickly   another  battery   faces  us.  opposite  the  entrance 

to  a  lateral  bay  with  snowy  sand-beach.     This  second 

: !icat ion  i-  ill  .-umbinp  to  the  assaults  of  the 

and    has   been   abandoned.     Two   hundred    feet 

above  us    tl  s  its  ramparts  for  a 

xiit.  then  we  have  glided  past,  and  are  pursuing  a 

•    toward  the  -antiago. 

ription  of  old  Morro  mi-ht  have  been  written 
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in   i  I  nearly  a  1C  irs  ago,  - 

tlu-  !   aspect  of  tlu-  castle  is  concerm-d.      Ami 

iow.  there  has  been  assembled   in 
front   of   it   the   flower  of  our  na 

<  cted  and  unprotected  cruisers,  dynamitc-dischar.. 
"  \  t -xuvitiM  -."    tnr|>cdo  craft,   "  d<  and   e\ 

thin^  of  that  sort. 

•ly  two  months  interv  -.ecu  tin 

of   Cervera's   squadron   in    Santiago's   harbor   and    the 
surrender  of  the  city,  and  during  fort  nd  more 

the    war-ships    delivered    themselves    of    desultory    bom- 
bardments.    When  time  hung  particularly  ' 
hands,  the  commander  of  the  squadron  would  ord 
Iximhardmeiit  of  the    Morn >:    and   yet.  notwithstanding 
the  efforts  of  the  Yankns  to  re«luce  tl 

it  tons  and  tons  of  metal,  after  all  was  over 
it  was  found  to  be  about  as  good  as  ever.* 

So  the  Morro  of  my  first  visit  was  still  the  Morro  of 
my  last :  apparently  unchanged,  except  by  a  cost  of 
whitrwash  or  si.iiie  visible  attempt  at  cleanliness — of 
which,  having  lx*cn  in  Spanish  hands  so  long,  it  stood 
much  in  r 

If  the   various  bombardments  of  the   Morro  proved 

rom  Admiral  Sampson's  reports: 

"  1 6th  June. — Bombarded  forts  at  Santiago  to-day,  7:30  a.  m. 
to  to  a.  m.,  and  have  silenced  works  quickly,  without  injury  of 
atu  kind,  though  stationed  within  2000  y 

'>th  June. — Bombarded  forts  for  42  minutes:  firinR  very  ac- 
curate.   The  batteries  were  silfnccd  completely.    Meet  not  injured. 
"ad  July. — Bombarded  forts  at  entrance  of  Santiago,  and  also 
Punta  Gorda  battery  inside,  silencing  their 
Secretary -of -War  Algers  con 

hr    total    result   of   Admiral    Sampson's   shelling  conv 
in    the   dismounting  of  one   muzzle-loading   brass  cannon,   de- 
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I 


that    r.  inn.  .11  :  ships    | 

ii|H>n  a  O  tl.      \\'it: 

also,  tin-  futi!  nnpson's  fire  upon  Puerto 

.'s  Morro  at  San  Juan.     Neither  fortress  was  injim  -d 
to  any  extent;    but  when  it  came  to  lagging  shot  at  the 
rm'l   fleet.   all   must   admit,   there   was 
some  damage  done. 

Through  the  channel  which  brave  Hobson  and  his 
seven  companions  tried  to  block  by  sinking  the  "  Mem- 
mac,"  on  the  third  of  June,  iS<>8,  and  which  was  traversed 
•  'crvera's  fleet  in  its  forlorn  dash  for  liberty  just  a 
month  later.  \\e  sail  into  "the  finest  natural  harbor 
in  the  world."  I'ntil  you  have  passed  through  that 
rh.mnel  and  gained  the  harbor.  you  can  hardly  under- 
stand how  it  was  (  Vrvera  remained  so  long  In-hind  those 
hills,  as  "  snug  as  a  hug  in  a  rug."  without  Ix 
covend.  I'.nt  there  he  lay  for  more  than  forty  d. 

if  not  contented,  before  the  Americans  could 
force  him  out.  And  it  was  not  the  Americans,  then. 
hut  the  Spaniards,  who  sent  poor,  foolish  Cervera  forth 
t<>  his  doom. 

There  is  room  in  that  harbor  for  several  fleets  to  lie 
without  rubbing  noses,  and  from  on  board  ship  you  may 

Vd   as   a   'very   ancient    pattern.'    on    the   battery   cast   of 

Morro,   and    in    the   'damaging'   of   one   of   the   two   modern 

breech-loading  rifles  on  a  naval  mount  at  Punta  Gorda  battery. 

Not  another  gun  was  found  to  be  injured  or  dismounted.     It 

seems  incredible  that  such  repeated  heavy  bombardments  could 

have  acconiplislu-.l   M  little.    The  only  real  damage  was  to  a 

Military  t.litur.  a  small  lighthouse,  and,  in  several  places, 

the  picturesque  and  historical   Morro  Castle,  nearly  four  cen- 

somewhat   marred,  but   not   materially   injured, 

lie  shots.—  From  "Tl  h-Amcrican  War,"  by  R.  A. 

Algcr,  Secretary-of-\Var,  1807-991 
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\irw    tlu-   i-it>.   \\ith    its   oriental   architect!:-  •  >laza, 

marine    park.    cathedral    and    sea  Fl    distorting 

various   colors — red    predominating — at    just    the    i 
perspective  f..r  the  best  d  DO  other 

with   just   the  warmth  of  coloring   that    Santiago  has; 
imr.  inrrhaps.  with  a  more  intense  warmth  of  an 
for  it  appears  an  exotic  alwa  from  a 

tance — and  alv.  /.ing  in  tin-  heat  of  hla/ing  MIU. 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that  the  Americans,  in   1898, 
were    the    only    ones    to    "make    1  in    Santiago 

harl>or:  though  they  put  an  end  t<>  Spanisli  domination 
in  Cuba  through  their  operations  off  its  mouth  and  their 
march  upon  the  city.  Santiago  was  founded  in  i 

15.  l»\    I  >icgo  \  Vlas.|ue/.  who  had  with  him,  among 
other    distinguished    individuals.    1  lernando   Cortes    and 
P.artolome   de   las   Casas,   the   former  of   whom   sailed 
from  this  harbor  for  Mexico,  in  1519,  having  been  pre- 
ceded by  (irijalva.  from  the  same  port,  the  year  prev 
The  fortifications  were  soon  begun  and  the  M«»rn>  built: 
but  the  latter  seems  to  have  been  more  ornamental  than 
useful,  having  U-en  of  no  use  in  repelling  the  attack 
pirates  and  ]  .  \\ho.  in  th«  '53.  and 

'92  captured  the  city  and  sacked  it  at  their  leisr 

One  of  the  most  gallant  of  naval  fights  took 
this  harbor  between  a  Spanish  and  a  French  priv.v 
which  lasted  two  days,  at  the  end  of  the  second  day  the 
Frenchman  retiring,  crippled,  from  the  combat.     In  i 
just  one  hundred  years  before  the  Fn.di*h  t<*»k  lla\ 
a   British   force  under  Lord    \\insor   landed   a 
dores.  near  the  Morro.  which  they  captured  by  assault 
and  blew  up.  marched  upon  Santiago,  and  then  marched 
iLjain.  with  the  church  bells  of  •  negro  slaves, 

guns,  and  all   the  treasure  they  could  find.     Spain  was 
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rm\.  tli-  ami  tlu-  Spanish 

el\   i«.r  tl  I  the  mother  land. 

It   wai   I  li   HOI,  0(  -u  as  well  as  omi- 

,,n.   that  1   in    1898;    that  Shatter 

lauded   troops  at   Daiquiri,  and   marched   UJMMI  the   < 
while  Sampson  and  the  fleet  kept  watch  and  ward  with- 
out.   The  particulars  «>f  that  brief  campaign  are  too  fresh 
in  the  public  mind  to  demand  more  than  mere  mention  in 
this  nj    but  \\e  canm.1  MIKIS  1.1 

Cancy,  and  San  Juan,  any  more  than  \se  can  the  MoiTO 
and  Santiago  itself,  for  the  m  omiliets  at  these 

places  led  up  to  and  opened  the  way   for  the  final  sur- 
render of  both  cit\   ai:  :>r  tress. 

Almost  as  many  volumes  have  l>ecu  written  alxnit  this 

invasion  of  Santiago  j  '.arj^ed  at  an  inof- 

ive   public  as   tlu:  .mn«  .n  sh,  ,t   discharged   at 

the  common  enemy,  the  Spaniards.     One  cannot  read  all 

of  them,  but  there  are  a  few  which  should  not  be  ignored. 

ii  as  Lodge's  "War  with  Spain."  Al^e-  ish- 

Americau    War."   and   above  all,    President   Roosevelt's 

I  and  racy  "Rough  Riders."     In  the  last-name.1 

the  JHTSI  'iial  \ie\v  of  the  war  from  a  soldier's  stand- 
•  ;    and.  though   President   Roosevelt  does  not  claim 
that  he  was  "atom-  iu  Cuba,"  nor  won  the  fight  at 

Hill  unaided.  Mill,  he  took  a  prominent  part  in  that 

memorable  at  There  were  others."  also,  and  most 

of  them  have  written  alxnit  their  experiences,  so  it  would 

ill  beseem  me  to  go  over  the  ground  ;  though,  in  all  humil- 

l>erhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  mention  the  salient 

•  if    the   invasion.       This,    indeed.     I    have    done 

the  campaign,  as  intimated,  was  as  brief  as 

it  was  vigorous,  ami  was  over  almost  before  it  began. 

before  many  a  gallant  soldier  lost  his  life,  however, 
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and  mam  an.  .tint  M//led  in  tropic  sunshine  and  soaked 
in  torrential  downj>ours  in  the  trenches.  \\hile  tin  di 

.miards  held  mil.     "  \\  liat 

it  begun  for,  to  be  so  soon  done  for  ?  "  might  be  asked  of 
tliis  campaign;  and  tlu-  answer  would  be:  Begun  for 
the  Cubans,  and  done  for  the  Spaniards.  At  least,  they 
were  "done  for"  at  its  ending — "done  brown."  and  for 
all  time,  se  far  as  their  rule  in  America  was  concerned. 

The  visitor  to  Havana  will  be  asked,  perchance,  to 
"Remember  the  Maine":  in  Santiago  he  will  l>e  im- 
portuned by  the  colored  cabbies  about  tlu  hotels  to 
remember  San  Juan  and  Kl  Caney — also  to  take  a  trip 
thither  in  their  conve\:mccs.  Don't  bother  with  them, 
if  the  weather  is  fine,  but  take  a  walk  out  there  at  early 
morning.  San  Juan  is  the  nearer  to  Santiago  of  the  tw 
historic  p  nit  two  miles,  in  fact. 

On  the  way  you  pass  the  "  surrender  tree."  where  < 
eral  Shafter  met   the  Spanish  General,  Toral,  and   ar- 
ranged the  terms  of  capitulation.     It  is  a  ceiba,  but  a 
small  one,  and  would  hardly  have  sufficed  to  protect  the 
bulky  form  of  the  doughty  American  General  in  a  thunder 
storm.    This  fact  was  impressed  uj>on  me,  because  I 
caught  in  one.  and  comj>ellcd  to  take  shelter  beneath  the 
brar.  'hat   historic  silk-cotton.      It   also  occurs  to 

me  that,  if  the  rain  fell  during  those  July  days  in  1898 
as  it  fell  on  me  that  afternoon  in  May.  KXM-  the  !>«• 
the  trenches  must  have  suffered  from  moisture;  and  it 
certainly  did.  for  they  were  there  in  the  height  of  the 
rainy  season,  which,  when  I  was  there  last,  had  hardly 
commenr 

I  understood,  also,  how  it  was  our  gallant  soldiers  did 
not  go  forward  any  fasu-r.  for  when  I  essayed  to  walk 
to  the  cit  the  sho\\er.  I  slipped  back  at  least 
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s  for  every  one  ahead.    Progression,  in  such  circum- 
stances, and    especially  when  it  is  hindered    by    h«> 
Spaniards  armed  with  Mausers  (and  expert  Mausers  they 

e,  too)  would  be  rather  difficult,  not  to  say  impossible. 
There  were  also  the  harlR-d-wire  entanglements.  .'Mid  the 
effluvia  from  the  Spanish  bodies,  living  ami  dead,  to  be 
overcome ;  so,  on  the  whole,  the  boys  had  very  good 
sons  for  not  "  waltzing  "  into  Santiago  right  off  after  they 
had  taken  Kettle  Hill.  San  Juan,  and  Caney. 

From  reading  President  Roosevelt's  interesting  narra- 

.  one  might  believe  it  was  only  necessary  for  him  to 
give  a  whoop  and  to  say  "  Come  on,  boys,"  for  the  whole 
thing  to  be  accomplished  in  a  jiffy.  P.ut  it  wasn't  done 
that  way,  for,  though  the  soldiers  whooped  "to  beat  the 
band,"  the  stolid  Spaniards  didn't  "scare  worth  a  cent." 
but  remained  ri^ht  there  for  quite  a  while,  behind  the 
trenches  and  block-houses,  and  varied  the  monotony  of 
things  by  boring  holes  in  the  boys  with  their  Mausers. 

:.>Id  me  hy  one  who  \v;is  "on  the  S] 

and  with  other  authentic  narratives,  so  it 

will  have  to  "  to  the  contrary.* 

e  is  nothing  now  at  San  Juan  to  remind  one  of  the 

of   the   Americans  up  the  hill,  save  the 

monument  erected  on  its  summit,  and  the  remains  of  the 

trenches,  the  block-house,  etc.    The  intervening  seasons 

have  woven  a  web  of  verdure  over  the  slopes,  the  Cuban 

-oine\\hat   slow   to   forgather   for 

labor — have  tilled  the  fields  around,  and  the  whole  scene 
is  bathed  in  an  atmosphere  of  peace.  When  I  was  there, 
one  afternoon  in  May,  a  care- free  mockin^-hird  was 

*  Roosevelt    and    his    Rough    Riders    "  did    not    join    the    in- 
int'.r  •  Charge    on  San  Juan  blockhouse  and  that  portion 

to  the  left  of  the  Santiago  road  known  as  San  Juan,  but  made  their 


OUR  WEST  INDIAN 

trilli  rlodious  song  in  a  thicket  near  the  hill-top, 

and  a  careless  negro  boy  was  whistling  aimlessh   \\hile 

the  base  of  the  monument.    We  three  were  the 

only   living  In-ings  tlu-n  in  sight,  save  for  some  distant 

t  like  a  scar  \shich   I   knew  to  be  a  n.r 

plodding  behind  a  pair  of  oxen  hitched  to  a  crooked  stick. 
with  which  he  was  scratching  the  surface  of  the  soil. 
Enwrapped  in  sweet  solitude  was  the  renowned  San 
Juan  Mill,  and  it  was  difficult  to  imagine,  looking  down 
the  deserted  slopes,  that  it  had  ever  swarmed  with  the 
gallant  P.oys  in  I  Hue,  yelling  "  for  all  they  were  worth." 
fighting  like  the  heroes  that  they  were,  and  collectively 
working  up  the  war-scene  that  made  their  Lieutenant 
Colonel  President  of  these  United  States,  and  their 
Colonel  a  Major  General  of  its  armies !  Greater  rewards 
for  shorter  service,  perhaps  no  men  ever  received;  and 
•meone  has  declared  republics  to  be  ungrateful! 
t  all  the  fighters  at  San  Juan,  nor  at  El  Caney,  over 
there  where  the  ruined  block-house  stands,  received 
rewards  commensurate  with  their  deeds,  because,  merely. 

i-ould  make  them  all  Presidents  or  Major  < 
but  then,  they  have  the  privilege  of  writing  l»H>ks.  which 
is  a  noble  one,  though  devoid  <>:"  ••  ial  remuneration. 

assault  on  that  part  of  San  Juan  ridge  to  the  right  ,.f  the  road 
after  San  Juan  blockhouse  and  the  :  >'  the  road 

had  been  taken  by  the  infantry  and  part  of  the  cavalry  brigade." 
"In  spite  of  the  calamitous  newspaper  reports  to  the  con- 
trary and  the  statements  of  amatrtir  wldirra  accompanying  the 
5th  corps,  there  was  never  a  day  at  Santiago  when  the  troops  at 
the  front  were  not  supplied  with  the  three  most  important  com- 
ponents of  the  army  ration— coffee  (and  sugar),  bacon,  and  hard 
!.  although  most  of  them  threw  away  their  haversacks  con- 
taining three  days'  rations,  as  they  went   into  action."— R.   A. 
Alger's  M  Spanish-American  War" 
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All,  nr  marl\  all.  tlu-  K-.u-h  Kidrrs  arc  menti«  >ncd  b\ 
name  in  the  book  their  leader  wrote,  so  they  arc  sure  to 
go  down  to  immortal  fame  with  their  deeds  blazoned  on 
a  tablet  in- nv  .•luluring  than  brass  or  bronze. 

Tin-  quaint  Indian  village  of  Kl  Cancy.  where  Ludlow, 
I.auton.  and  <  humble  heroes  all  three,  performed 

the  all  but  impossible  task  of  taking  a  strongly  fortified 
with  obsolete  artillery  using  black  powder,  followed 
up  with  ritle  and  bayonet,  is  a  more  satisfactory  place  to 
than  San  Juan,  owing  to  the  larger  number  of  its 
Here,   uhcre  the  first  brave  Americans  to 
the  fort  found  it  "floored  with  dead  Spaniar 
the  ti-htm-  was  stubborn  and  protracted;  but  the  enemy 
way,  all  the  same,  and  fled  the  place  in  a 
hurry.     However,  others  have  told  the  story  better  than 
in  be  retold  now,  the  enemy  having  departed  and  the 
gallant  Americans  having  gone  back  to  their  bom- 

•ruing  to  the  find  it  little  changed  from 

\\lut  it  \\as  n«  arl\  t\\< ntv  years  ago,  except  in  the  matter 
of  cleanliness.  The  people  are  the  same,  but  the  a- 

important  street  being  swept  and  dusted 
every  morning  before  breakfast,  while  some  attention 
is  paid  to  domestic  sanitation.  There  is  still  a  scant  water 
supply  and  no  sewerage  system,  even  after  the  much- 
vaunted  doings  of  ( ieneral  Wood,  when  he  was  a  dweller 
in  the  palace  and  had  even-thing  his  own  way,  and  every- 
thing to  do  with  it  as  he  liked.  Still,  there  is  no  longer 
the  specter  of  Yellow  Jack  "  overhanging  the  city,  as  of 
yore;  though,  doubtless,  he  is  somewhere  in  hiding, 
his  opportunity — which  will  come,  probably, 
when  thr  Mem  is  actually  installed. 

There   >h.iuM  be  ample  supply  of  water  in  Sair 

the   springs  and    mountain    streams    in    the    sur- 
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rounding  count  r\  ;    hut  there  is  n«  '  ich  supply  as 

there  is  cannot  be  depended  upon,  being  arbitrarily 
off  at  the  time  it  is  most  desired.  The  attractions  here 
are  the  plaza,  which  is  in  no  way  remarkable;  the  gov- 
ernor's palace,  of  which  the  same  may  be  said ;  the  loca- 
tion,  on  a  hillside  above  the  magnificent  !>•»>  \\hich.  as  it 
was  a  gift  of  God,  is,  of  course,  beyond  all  praise. 

Colonel  Roosevelt  wrote  of  Santiago,  in  his  book: 
"  The  surroundings  of  the  city  are  id.  The  cir- 

cling mountains  rise  sheer  and  high.     The  plains  are 
threaded  by  rapid,  winding  brooks  and  arc  dotted  here 
and  there  with  quaint  villages,  curiously  picturesque  from 
their  combining  traces  of  an  outworn  old-world  civiliza- 
tion with  new  and  raw  barbarism.    The  graceful.  f« 
cry  bamboos  rise  by  the  water's  edge,  an 
on  the  mountain-crests,  where  the  soil  ;iiid  rank 

enough ;    and   the   splendid   royal   and   cocoanut    palms 
tower  high  above  the  matted  ju; 

That  is  a  presentment  of  Santiago  and  its  environment 
"  in  a  nutshell."  the  swift,  all-embracing  glance  of  Un- 
trained observer;  and  nothing  more  need  be  added.  I 
said  tlie:'  v  attractions  in  Santiago,  but  then 

several  spots  that  one  should  view,  and  one  of  tl 
unwholesome  mud-hole  down  by  tin- 
where  the  unfortunate  filibusters  captured  with  the  "  \  ir 
ginius."  in  1873,  were  massacred.    There  has  long  b< 
tablet  there  to  mark  the  spot,  but  General  Wood  affixed 
another  of  bronze ;  though  he  did  not  fill  up  the  malarious 
mudholr  :    (>r  if  he  did.  another  lias     taken  its  place,  and 
it  i^  drridedly  unsafe  to  linger  there  long  enough  to  : 
tbe  inMTipti- 

Tlu-  M «>r ro,  of  course,  will  demand  there 

is  a  good  road  thither  all    the  \\a\.  it    should    not    be 
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itted  from  one's  itinerary.  Neither  should  the  Cayo 
Smith,  near  which  the  "  Keiua  Mercedes  "  and  the  "  Mer- 
rimac  "  were  sunk ;  nor  the  iron  mines,  if  permission  can 
be  obtained  to  journey  over  the  private  railroad  that  runs 
from  the  big  in-n  pier  into  the  country.  It  is  said  that. 
by  a  very  strange  chance,  some  of  our  war-ships  engaged 
in  bombarding  the  Morro  and  Santiago,  at  the  time  of  the 
Cervera  affair,  were  belted  with  armor  made  from  the 
iron  from  Santiago's  mines.  It  may  have  seemed  like 
bringing  coals  to  Newcastle  ;  but  this  sort  our  sea-fighters 
heaped  upon  the  Spaniards'  heads,  as  it  were.  And  there 
is  copper,  any  amount  of  it,  in  the  mountains  across  the 
the  Indian^  having  mined  it.  and  the  Spaniards  after 
them,  before  the  t'nited  States  were  born  and  christened. 
When  I  went  up  to  view  the  mines  of  Cobre,  situated 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  harbor's  further  shore,  it 
was  seated  upon  a  tlatcar  drawn  by  mules,  with  only  an 
umbrella  between  me  and  the  blazing  sky  overhead,  that 
the  journey  was  performed.  I  do  not  desire  to  repeat  the 
performance,  though  the  mines  were  worth  something  to 
see ,  and  in  the  chapel  of  Cobre  village  I  had  a  glimpse 
of  the  famous  Vir-en  dc  la  Caridad,"  who  (or  which) 
once  lost  her  (its)  head,  a  few  years  ago.  and  with  it 
thirty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  precious  jewels  with 
which  she  (or  it)  was  at  that  time  adorned.  When  I  saw 
her.  ho-.-.  V  had  recovered  her  head,  and  was 

resplendent  in  jewels  again:  though  they  really  appeared 
to  be  paste.  This  Virgin  is  an  ancient  one,  her 
sponsors  owning  up  to  four  hundred  years,  as  she  is 
said  to  lu\r  brio-  inally  to  a  renowned  cavalier. 

.<•  her  to  ati  Indian  chief,  early 

in  tl  th  cent  tit  \    escaping  from  whom  she  found 

her  way  to  the  May  of  Nipe.  in  some  mysterious  manner. 
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where  slu-  was  discovered  by  some  Spaniards  floa 
aimlessly  about  in  a  frail  canoe.  They  rescued  an<l 
brought  IHT  to  t'obre.  where,  in  gratitude  for  her  rehabili- 
tation, she  j  HT  formed  many  miraculous  cures,  and  inci- 
dentally acquired  a  fortune  in  pearls  and  precious  stones, 
which  SOUK-  sacrilegious  thief  appropriated 

I  did  not  think,  when  I  ^antiago  in  1887,  that, 

following    down    the    coast    from    the    harlx>r-mouth.   1 
should  at  a  time  then  in  the    future   behold    upon    tin 
shore  the  wrecks  of    Spanish  war-ships    destr 
Yankee  cannon-fire;  nor  did  I  hope  to,  either.     I'm  there 
tluy  are,  or  were,  rusted  heaps  of  twisted  iron,  scatt 
all  the  way  from  Nima  Nima  and  Acerraderos,  only  a 
few  miles  from  the  harbor-entrance,  to  Rio  Turq 
forty-live  miles  away,  where  at  last  the  "Colon" 
beached.    This  southern  coast  wist  ward  from  the  Morro 
is  bordered  by  tli  .  with  n  'ico  Turquino 

dominating  all,  more  than  8000  feet  in  height. 

re  setting  out  on  the  trip  along-shore,  climb  to  the 
1   of  the  hill  on  which  Santiago  is  built  and  take  a 
parting  view  of  the  city,  the  mountains,  and  th. 
tween  the  two.  for  it  may  not  be  your  privilege  to  behold 
another  like  it.     Beyond  the  far-sloping  roofs  of  red  and 
sun-burnt  tiles,  covering  walls  in  every  hue.  which  sf 
from  crest  of  hill  to  water's  edg«  he  harbor 

'•hie   ringed   round    with   green  and 
golden  hills,  bathed  in  the  sunshine  of  th 

Mountains  ;irv  in  sight  all  the  •  Cape 

("rn*.  In-hind  which  lies  the  deep  gulf  of  ( in.  and 

the  ("auto  River,  larg.  in  Cuba,  which  waters  a 

vast  extent   of  cattle  country,  lying  b-  -lie  Cuba 

railway    and    the    Sierra    I  .f    mouir 

along  the  south  coast.     The  chief  city  of  this  large  and 


HIM  <>KU     HARBORS   OF  CUBA  51 


tflc  valley  of  the  Canto  is  Manzanillo.  which  has  an 
inn.  <!e.  owing  to  tlu-  vast  resources  of  th 

l)tit  is  li.it  ami  very  unhealthy.  It  was  at  Manzanillo  lhat 
tlu-  last  shot  of  the  Spanish  American  war  was  fired,  news 
of  tl  protocol  arriving  just  as  several  Yankee  gun- 

boats hail  made  ready  to  shell  the  town. 

;\e  miles  inland  from  Man/anillo  lies  the  old 
town  of  r>ayamo,  isolated  from  the  coast  and  railroads 
in  the  center  of  the  great  basin  drained  by  the  Cauto. 
•  >ok  place  the  Republican  uprising  of  1868,  here  (it 
is  said)  the  Cuban  troops  actually  came  in  contact  with 
the  Spaniards  and  won  a  sort  of  victory ;   and  h< 
the  year  1835  was  born  Don  Tomas  Estrada  Palma,  first 
lent  of  Cuba.    Bayamo  has  often  served  as  a  place 
ige  for  the  coast  people,  and  it  vies  in  picturesque- 
ness  and  respectability  with  Trinidad,  on  the  coast  of 
Santa  Gara  province.    Trinidad  has  a  poor  harbor  and  is 
yet  isolated  from  tl:  is;  but  it  is  a  charming 

place  of  residence,  \\ith  fine  mountain  scenery,  and  is  one 
•  «f  the  oldest  towns  in  Cul»a.  having  U-en  founded  in  151^ 
only   two  years  after  the  first   settlement  was  made  at 
1  lere  I  lernando  Cortes  outfitted  his  expedition 
in  [519,  at  whieh  time  it  was  the  residence  of  many  cava- 
\vard  became  famous  in  the  conquest  of 
Mexico. 

Manzanillo  and  Trinidad  lie  the  "  Gardens  of 
r  chains  of  coral  cays,  discovered  and 
named  by  Columbus  on  his  second  voyage  to  America. 
P. ut  these  ca\s  are  avoided  by  the  steamers,  surrounded 
as  they  are  h\  reefs  and  shoals,  and  land  is  quite  lost 
sight  "f  in  crossing  the  gulf,  the  Trinidad  mountains 
then  leaping  out.  a  break  in  the  coast  indicating  the 
entrance  to  Cienfuegos.  Founded  in  the  last  century, 
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ifuegos  can  hardly  be  said  to  be  historic;  but  it  is 
better  than  that,  it  is  successful.  It  is  the  great  sugar 
city  of  the  south  coast,  and  is  similarly  situated  to  San- 
tiago, though  without  the  beautiful  environment  that  the 
latu-r  has. 

It    is    the   original    "City   of   the    Hundred    Fir 

:fuc£t>s.  the  Spanish  of  it,  being  derived  from  a 
remark  of  Columbus  when  he  entered  the  beautiful  bay 
and  beheld  the  flashing  lights  of  myriad  tire-beetles 
along  shore.  This  city  has  shared  in  the  renewed  pros- 
perity of  Cuba,  and  is  flourishing  as  never  before.  Its' 
plaza  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  island,  and  though  situ- 
ated in  a  flat  country,  with  heights  only  at  a  dista 
Cienfuegos  has  a  fair  reputation  for  salubrity.  Not  far 
from  the  city  are  the  falls  of  the  Hahanilla,  called  the 
"  Cuban  Minnehaha,"  though  still  in  their  setting  of 
virgin  verdure. 

Beyond   C'ienfuegos  is  a  wild  coast  country,  a  sea 
dotted  with  coral  cays  intervening  between  it  and  the 
Nli-  of   Pines,  north  of  which  is   P.ataliano.  the  original 
Havana,  but  now  down-at-thc-heel  and  hardly  holding 
its  own.     Away   westward   stretches  the  Pinar  del 
province,   with   infrequent  harbors,  and   southward   the 
Archi{>elago  of  Los   Canarreos,   the   old-time 
ground  of  sea-robbers  and  the  grave  of  many  a  treasure 
galleon. 


IX  CUBA'S  CAPITAL,  AND  ROUNDABOUT 


IX 

The  entrance  to  Havana  harbor  —  The  Punta  and  the  Morro  — 
ina's  dead-and-buried  past  —  The  Havana  of  yesterday 
and  to-day  —  What  the  Americans  have  accomplished  —  A 
horrible  condition  of  affairs  —  Yellow  fever  practically 
abolished  —  Contaminated  wells  and  open  waterways  — 
Havana's  pure  and  adequate  water  supply  —  The  springs  of 
the  Almcmlarcs  River  —  A  reconstructed  city  —  The  innumer- 
able hacks  and  guagutu  —  Quaint  old  Spanish  calif  s  and 
interiors  —  In  the  reeking,  malodorous  days  of  Spanish 
domination  —  Havana's  lack  of  good  hotels  and  need  of  bet- 
ter ones  —  Objects  of  interest  in  ami  around  Havana  —  The 
great  cathedral  and  its  connection  with  Christopher  Col- 
umbus —  Memorials  of  ancient  Havana  —  Fragments  of  the 
walls  —  The  garrote  in  the  penitentiary  —  Marianao, 
s  del  Monte,  the  Ccrro,  and  the  Vcdado  —  The  tropical 
Almendares  River  —  Colon  cemetery  and  the  captain-gen- 
eral's gardens  —  Tobacco  culture  and  the  Vuelta  Abajo 
region  —  What  may  be  seen  in  Guana  jay  and  San  Antonio 
de  los  Battos  —  The  disappearing  rivers  and  blind  fishes  of 
Cuba  —  Batabano  and  the  Isle  of  Pines  —  An  island  of 
romance  and  mystery. 

CUBA  has  put  her  dead  past  behind  her;  so  has 
,na.      The     dead     past     must     have     been 
deodorized  and  buried  by  Havana,  for  one  can 
no  smell    it.     In    times    agone    no    seafarer 

through  that  narrow  gateway  between  the  Morro  and 
the   Punta  need-  .-  harbor  of  Havana, 

he   had   only  to  follow  his  nose.     We  may  safely 
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venture.  n«.\v.  \\hnv  «»f  ,.'  K  mitjit   fear  to 

nice  they  caught  a  whin  «.f  the  malodorous 

gales    off-shore,    which    then    were    |K>tiK-ntiaI    he\iind 

betiet 

M-TFO  Castle,  that  grim  and  frowning  fortress  at  the 
harbor-mouth,  was  begun  sometime  in  the  first  half  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  and  the  city  that  lies  opposit< 

»;    hut  the  former  was  not  finished  wl  1585, 

galliard  Sir  Francis  Drake  came  a-sailing  tlu^e  \\  . 
and  the  latter  is  not  finished  yet.     Indeed,   it   has  hut 
recently  entered  upon  a  new  career,  which  is  destined  to 
cast  that  of  the  old  Havana  into  the  shade. 

That  new  career  was  begun  about  five  years  ago, 
when  the  Spaniards  departed  and  the  Americanos  took 
temporary  possession  of  the  city  and  the  island .   and  it 
was  the  same  old  Havannah  of  the  sixteenth  century 
that  greeted  me  when,  twenty  three  years  ago,  I  touched 
in.  and  passed  a  sweltering  day  and  reeking  ni^ht   in 
city  and  harbor.    The  universal  enemy,  at   that   t 
14  Yellow  Jack,"  who  held  sway  at  least  six  me: 
in   the  year.     Whosoever    felt   his  polluted   hreath    . 
orally  succumbed,  and  off  the  Cuban  coast  we  had  buried 
a  fine  young  man,  a  victim  of  his;  so  it  h  rather 

gloomy  apprehensions  that   we  entered   Havana  ha- 
and  MI i  fled  the  smells  borne  to  us  from  th« 
even  old  Cologne  could  boast  a  more  varied  a> 
of  evil  odors,  nor  a  more  malefic  compound  in  the  ai; 
gate,  than  the  Havana  of  those  days  befnn   the  war. 

And  it  \\a-  the  same  when,  as  special  c 

for  the  Coin:  redited   to  the   T,. 

nor  General  of  C  i  Havana,  in  iSoi.     Nearly 

ten  years  had  elapsed  since  my   previous 
improvement    had    been    made    in    sanitary    conditions. 


Thf  Palm  Avenue^  Governor  General's  Garden. 
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ha. I   I-.:  :icd   tlu-ir   worst    stage  possible, 

at    \\hich   iK)iut    they    remained   until   the  advent  of  the 

not. 

What    has    taken    place    since    the    Americans    took 

charge,  less  than  five  \ears  ago,  is  known  to  all,  for  our 

countrymen    did    not    hide    their    light    under    a    bushel. 

,    let    in   the   light    and   the   air.   as    well,   so  that   the 

Havana  of  "before  the  war"  no  longer 

Approaching  Havana  from  any  direction,  even  from 
tlx  leeward  (as  one  generally  does  approach  it  in  entering 
the  harbor),  one  is  no  longer  saluted  by  the  odors  of  an 
uncleanly  cit\.  (  >ne  would  hardly  sus|H'Ct  the  existence 
of  the  acres  and  acres  of  filth,  accumulated  during 
tnries  in  the  harhor.  were  it  not  now  and  then  stirred 
up  by  external  agency. 

nly  occasionally  done,  however,  and  the  placid 

surface  of  the  vast  cut  dc  sac  reveals  no  evidence  of  the 

potential   evil   it   contains.      It    is   recognized   that    the 

harbor  holds  a  perpetual   menace  to  the  city's  health, 

which  may  become  actual  and  terrible  should  the 

acreage  of  sediment  be  exposed  to  the  sun.  and  the  next 

t  work  of  the  authorities  will  doubtless  be  the  open- 

"f  another  outlet  to  the  sea.     At  present    the  only 

•-.ing  i*  that  guarded  by  old  Morro;  but  it  would  seem 

.sihle   to  break   through   the  low-lying   land 

the  harl>or  and   the  suburb  of  Guana- 

Oft. 

When   the   Spaniards   first   landed   here   they    found   a 

:tiful.    eligible     site     for    a    fflrvmi^v — a    smoothly 

ling  U-ach.  guarded  by  coral  rocks,  upon  which  they 

•een   their  vessels  for  repairs   when   necessary. 

This  beach  was  long  ago  covered  with  masonry  and  no 

lonj;  I  as  a  careening  place;    but  on  or  near  its 
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site  we  find  the  custom  house  of  the  present  day.    At  a 
little  distance  away  stands  a  tcmplcte,  or  chapel,  en 
mar  the  original  ceiba  tree  beneath  which  the  first  mass 
was  held  nearly  400  years  ago. 

Beginning  near  this  point,  the  city  rapidly  spread 
itself  towards  the  hills,  such  as  "  Jesus  del 
about  200  feet  high,  near  which  stands  the  picturesque 
castle-fort,  Atares;  but  the  vast  majority  of  the  inhab- 
itants resided,  as  they  reside  to-day,  on  a  plain  lying  only 
four  feet  above  sea-level. 

The  harbor  has  an  extreme  length  of  about  three 
miles,  with  a  breadth  of  a  mile  and  a  half  in  its  broa 
part,  while  its  entrance,  opposite  the  Morro,  is  only  400 
yards  across.  Anciently,  it  was  surrounded  by  mangrove 
swamps  which  have  been  "  reclaimed  "  by  dumping  in 
the  street  refuse  and  garbage.  In  their  original  state 
these  swamps  were  first-class  breeders  of  malarial  poison, 
and  they  were  hardly  improved  by  the  Spanish  process 
of  reclamation.  Then  again,  the  scant  soil  covered  a 
penneable  rock  foundation,  into  which  the  foul  liquids, 
when  emptied,  readily  disappeared ;  and  as  "  out  of 
sight  out  of  mind "  is  a  proverb  with  the  happy-go- 
lucky  Spaniards,  they  gave  themselves  no  concern  as  to 
where  the  sewage  of  their  growing  city  went.  The 
sinks  and  excavations  in  the  more  solid  rock  back  from 
the  shore  became  filled  with  Diluted  liquids,  of  course; 
but  the  summer  rains  and  occasional  high  tides  somct: 
washed  their  contents  into  the  bay.  Later  on  abortive 
attempts  were  made  looking  to  a  complete  sewerage 
system ;  but  even  to-day  none  such  e\ 

When  the  Americans  came  hen  they  found  a  horrible 

Iition  of  affairs  in  matters  of  sanitation,  and  it  is  to 

their  credit  that   they  almost  performed   the   impossible 
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It  is  actually  as  clean  as  it 

is  p  •  make  it.  without  turning  it  inside  out  and 

upside   «l.»\\n.   ami   expending   millions   in   the   work  of 

:  nation. 

•i  the  Spaniards  and  Cubans  admit  that  the 
Americanos  have  improved  their  city  vastly.  They  com- 
placently regard  the  wonderful  work  as,  somehow,  a 
miracle  of  Nature,  aided  by  Providence — and  themselves 
— at  which  the  Americans  assisted.  It  "  riled  "  them 
••illy  to  be  told,  in  effect,  that  they  had  been  heedless 
of  the  simj  >  of  sanitation,  and  they  bitterly 

ited   the   insertion  and  consequent  disinfection  of 
tlu-ir  houses.     But  the  great  and  good  work  went  on, 
and  to-day  it  is  continued  by  the  Cubans, 
along  the  lines  laid  out  by  their  teac: 

Ever)'  morning  at  daylight,  or  promptly  at  five  o'clock, 
I  heard  the  chatter  and  the  clatter  of  a  band  of  Cuban 
"White  Wings,"  carefully  sweeping  up  the  garbage  in 
the  Prado,  and  I  knew,  from  the  chatter  and  the  clatter 
in  other  streets,  that  the  process  was  going  on  else- 
\\here — all  over  the  city.  These  men  were  closely  fol- 
lowed b\  hich.  still  with  lighted  lanterns  beneath 
the  axle  (showing  that  th-  sent  out  early  to  the 
w.«rk)  conveyed  the  sweepings  to  the  dock,  whence  they 
were  carried  on  lighters  far  out  beyond  the  Morro  and 
dropped  into  the  sea.  There  is  no  more  dumping  of  gar- 

into  the  harbor:  there  are  no  longer  any  evil  odors 
drifting  across  the  city,  eddying  into  the  streets  and  set- 
tling into  courts  so  solidly  that,  of  old,  they  could  almost 
be  cut  with  a  kn: 

nnot  be  expected  of  the  natives  that  they  will 
change  tlu-ir  costitmbrcs — their  ingrained  habits — and 
become  personally  and  individually  what  they  have  been 
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•  become  as  a  civic  bod>  ;  but.  at  least,  they 
been  impressed   \\iih   tlu-  ^es  of  c!>  I,  so 

far  as  tli.  filiation 

the  American**   \\  •  !   by   the   situation   of   Havana 

somewhat,  hut  chiefly  liy  the  abundance  and  purity  « 
ply. 

M..re  than  40,000,000  gallons  of  the  purest  water 
delivered  daily  in   Havana  from  the  springs  of  the  Al- 
mcn<  .cr.  situated  alxnit  nine  miles  distant    r 

the  city.     The  Almendan  ::iful   sir- 

which  reaches  the  sea  less  than  four  miles  from  the 
Morro.  It  is  bordered  by  a  picturesque  country,  contain- 
ing royal  palms,  bananas — in  fact,  all  kinds  of  tr<>; 
vegetation — and  its  copious  springs,  gushing  forth  in  an 
attractive  gorge,  are  frequently  resorted  to  by  the 
Havanese  when  on  recreation  bent.  They  are  reached  by 
the  "  L'nited  Railways  of  Havana,"  which  maintains  an 
excellent  service  of  four  trains  each  way  daily. 

After  its  wells  liad  become  contaminated.  Havana  dug 
a  ditch  from  the  Almendares  springs  of  the  "  \Y 
and  brought  the  water  to  the  city.    Th  ore  than 

three  hundred  years  ago,  and  an  unfailing  supply 
been  maintained  e.    At  first,  however,  (and,  as 

well,  during  centuries  .,f  Spanish   domination   in  Cuba) 
this    purest    -  mainly    through   an   open 

ditch,    into    which    drained    the    sewage  of   the 
through  otlur  ditches   and  pollute'!  The  inhab- 

itant ot  only  took  tribute  of  the  water  as 

it  passed,  but  bathed  themselves,  their  horses,  and  their 

le  in  it:    while  dead  dogs  and  ca? 
human  corpses,  were  found  floating  therein.   Then  mas- 
sive aqueducts  were  constructed  of  the  substantial  ma- 
sonry for  which  the  Spaniards  are  famous,  by  which  the 
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cit\  'i.illy  supplied.     No\\.  it  is  claimed,  there  is 

.in    inexhaustible    stippl\     '  pur|H«si\      <  ienerally 

-.in-   tin:  i-k   t«i   health    iti   drinking   the 

r  furnished  in  tropical  cities;    hut  it  \\ould  seem  that 
Ila\ana  must  he  considered  an  exception. 

With  this  ahumlant  How  of  pur  t  water  COUrs- 

throii^h    the    mains,    permeating    every    dwelling   of 

imp-  Mushing    the    gutters,    cleansing    the    streets 

ami  squares,  and  cooling  the  air.  Havana  has  U-conie  in 

a  sense  revivified.  «-nerated.     And,  as  all  the  day 

i  a  few  hours  in  the  morning) 

hree/e   NUirps  the  city  from  the  sea.  and  the 

nights  are  alwa\s  c<x>l.  there  are  many  hours  in  which  one 

and  obtain  real  recreation,  in  Havana. 

At  present,  it  has  been  remarked.   Havana  and  San- 

oyintf  a  miraculous  immunity   from  yellow 

PJ     but    an   epidemic   awaits   them   both    when,   their 

polluted  soils,  surcharged  as  they  are,  shall  be  excavated 

for  the    lon^-pri'inisrd.    much-vaunted    sewer    systems, 

which  are  to  forever  rid  them  of  danger.     Then  at  least 

one  terrible  wave  of  devastation  will  sweep  over  each  city 

akc  up  for  all  the  years  of  exemption  it 
•d  during  the  reign  of  superficial  cleanliness. 
The    greatest    improvements    the    ante-bellum    visitor 
will  notice  are  in  the  streets,  squares,  and  parks.     The 
menace  of  yellow  fever  h.  i  removed,  the  visitor 

ma\   \ield  himself  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  many  plao 

;i  in  the  city  and  its  suburbs.     The  most  promi- 
nent feature  of  Havana's  recreative  s\  >tem  is,  of  course, 
the   1 'ratio,  which  hi>ecN  the  cit\ .  adorned  with  palms 
music  stands,  and  overflowing  with  a  wealth  of 
tp-p  as  thought  perfect  many  years 

ago,  it  certainly  has  nearly  reached  perfection  since  our 
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engineers  opened  it  out  to  the  shore  and  bestowed  upon 
ilk-    llavam^-    the    blessing    ,,f    tin-    "  Malacnn."    which 
overlooks  the  harbor  entrance,  tin-  MOTTO,  and  the  • 
Mi, 

" Rec onstruido  en  1902"  is  the  inscription  on  a  plate 
of  bronze  set  up  near  tin-  Central  Square,  or 
"  Parque  Isabel,"  by  former  Governor  Wood;  ami 
reconstruct,  renovated,  regenerated,  might  truthfully 
be  said  of  all  parts  of  the  city,  touched  by  the  magic 
wand  of  the  far-sighted,  self-sacrificing  Americanos. 
Many  of  the  sacrifices  made  by  Americans  may  have  been 
(probably  were)  unintentional ;  but  the  fact  remains  that, 
while  individual  enterprises  have  failed,  and  personal 
endeavor  has  been  inadequately  rewarded,  the  Cubans 
have  benefited  from  the  push  and  energy  of  their  neigh- 
bors from  the  United  Star* 

The  Americans  here,  many  of  them,  are  feeling  the 
heavy  hand  that  invariably  is  laid  upon  the  pioneer. 
Among  the  pioneers  in  a  direction  tending  toward  the 
highest  morality  are  the  leaders  in  the  movement  for 
Mishing  in  Havana  that  noble  institution,  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  They  have  already  broken 
ground  and  will  soon  commence  the  work  which  has 
proved  so  beneficent  in  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Philip]  > 

There  are  a  few  notable  successes,  such,  for  example, 
as  the  great  Cuba  Railway  and  the  electric  traction 
company  of  the  capital.  In  no  other  respect  has  Havana 
advanced  so  much  as  in  its  urban  and  suburban  communi- 
cation. When  I  was  here  before,  the  traveler  had  to 
.depend  upon  the  guaguas.  or  broken-down  otnnil> 
and  the  equally  obsolescent  hacks.  Both  vehicles  are 
still  in  evidence  and  evidently  well  patroni/rd  ;  but  in 
addition  we  have  well-equipped  electric  cars.  They 
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tht  citv  now,  whereas  in  former  times  there  v. 

s  of  rapid  communication  between  joints  within 
and  outside.      Many   delightful   rides  may  1>- 
for  instance,  into  the  suburbs,  as  to  the  C'erro.  the  old 
.  the  Vedado  and  Marianao,  charming  residential 
section-,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Almendares ;  the  lx>tanic 
garden,  the  Colon  cemet<  from 

complete,  but  is  being  constantly  improved  and  extended. 
Instead  of  driving  the  hacks  and  gnaguas  out  of 
ence,  the  electric  cars  seem  to  have  stimulated  them 
somewhat:    and.  if  anything,  they  are  more  numerous 

While  I  have  noted  no  improvement  in  the  omnibuses, 
which  are  still  dirty  and  despicable.  I  must  admit  that  the 
hacks  or  v:  together  with  their  drivers  and  their 

horses,  have  vastly  improved.  The  drivers  are  as 
impudent  as  ever  ;  and  as  prone  to  overcharge  the  guile- 
less tourist ;  but  their  horses  arc  evidently  better  fed  and 
l>ettcr  •  that  the  Ilispann-Cuhan  character 

has  changed  for  the  better,  perhaps  ;  but  that  the  natives' 
self-interest  has  been  successfully  appealed  to.     Air- 
example  has  done  much ;  but  American  money  has  done 

The  changes  made  by  the  Americans  have  all  been  for 
the  best,  and  they  have  shown  a  wise  discrimination  in 
their  improvements,  having  touched  nothing  hallowed  by 
tradition  or  made  famous  through  its  associations  with 
the  hi-'  Thus,  while  it  might  be  to  the  eventual 

benefit  of  Havana  for  mam  of  its  streets  to  IK-  widened 
and  an  open  artery  for  traffic  driven  straight  through  the 
city  from  the  harln.r  to  the  hills,  yet  nothing  has  been 
done  in  this  direction.  Those  quaint  old  Spanish  callcs, 
Ubrapia,  O'Reilly,  and  Obispo,  still  exist,  and  are  yet  the 
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:   shopping  centers,  as  of  yore.    The  cliief  of  all, 

po,    lias   been   newly   paved,    with    smooth    cement, 
f  the  rough  blocks  over  \\hich  rattled  the  noisy 
vastly  to  its  permanent  improvement:    hut 
its  Hanking  neighlnTs.  <  )'Keil!  Vapia.  .still   show 

their  antiquity  in  narrow  sidewalks,  sometimes  scaro 
foot  in  width.     All  three  are  bits  out  of  (  Md  Spain  r 
such  as  we  have  seen  in  Seville  and  in  Cordova,  with 
awnings  stretched  from  wall  to  wall  throughout  the  length 
of  blocks,  doors  and  prated  windows  displa\  ing  <  Oriental 
goods,  and  only  an  intrusion  here  and  there  of  the 
American  and  his  more  modem  wares. 

Nothing,  indeed,  can  change  the  ways  of  the 
Spaniard  ;  he  is  Americanized  in  name  only,  never  in 
dress  or  habitudes.  Walking  through  any  of  these 
streets,  occasional  glimpses  are  afforded  of  typically 
Spanish  interiors,  in  the  open  courts  containing  carriages, 

'••s.  horses,  kitchen,  reception  rooms,  dining  hall  and 
sleeping  apartments,  all  huddled  alxmt  a  common  ce: 
and  enjoying  a  common  atmosphere,  impregnated  with 
odors  which  any  well-regulated  family  in  the  I'nited 
s  would  find  absolutely  unendurable.  The  courts 
may  have  an  attempt  at  a  fountain,  with  a  thin  stream  of 

r  trickling  into  a  basin  containing  attractive  fol:. 
and  may  be  hung  with  cages  of  s:  but  the 

atmosphere  is  just  the  same— of  the  stable  and  the 
kitchen,  combined  with  more  offensive  odors  still ;  for  tin- 
Spaniards  always  make  most  prominent  that  department 

he  domestic  economy  which  we  desire  to  conceal. 
They  could  not  t    if  they  desired,  in   fact,  on 

-tint  of  their  ' 

In  the  reeking.  malo.'  'i  doniina- 

a  walk  through  Obrapia  and  Obispo  streets,  es; 
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iallv  .it  night,  would  reveal  glimpses  of  interiors  that  were 
ula  ted    with    malice    aforethought    to    capture    the 
unwary  ami  divert  the  young  man's  feet  from  the  paths 
of   rectitude.        Against    the    ir«»n    window    grill 

:lie  forms  of  I  ly-attired  sefioritas.  whose 

hands  \\ere  often  extended  to  grasp  the  paxxers-by.     A 

MjH-iiIy  «  i.  which  was  not 

winked  at.  hut  encouraged  hy  the  authorities.     This 

traftV.  \\hile  it  has  I>een  banished  to  other  quarters,  has 

;  angled,  nor  even  discouraged; 

it  has  b<  gated  and  placed  amid  the  disreputable 

sun  which   naturally   jK-rtain   to  a  public  vice 

\\hieh  is  privately  p 

Havana  is  no  better  supplied  with  hotels  than  it  ever 
In  fact,  one  finds  In  re  the  same  old  ones,  conducted 
ip-shod  style,  charging  the  same  exorbi- 
tant They  are   for  the   most  part 
iixh.     la,  conveniences     than     they 
possess,  and   po>.                   Wer  than  the  average  second- 
1  in  the  I'nited  States.     Those  that  are  centrally 
•.led.  nil  and   near  the    1'rado,  are  highest   in  price; 
although  there  ix  one  hotel  which  has  gained  a  reputation 
Miperlative  rates,  and  is  consequently  a  favorite  with 
the    millionaires,    down    near    the    Malecon.     There    i-. 
however,   no   good   hotel   on   the    American   plan   with 
I    commensurate    with    its    service.     Rather,    there 
)  good  American  hotel;   though,  doubtless,  one  will 
be  built  in  the  very  near  future,  land  having  been  bought 
dy  and  ground  broken  for  the  foundations,  of  one  to 
a  million  dollars.    As  a  rule,  avoid  all  the  hotels 
that  have  been  rcci  .mnu-nd.  !v  those  with 
well-km >\vn  names.     Then                  <  »id  all  those  that  have 
•••putati.nis  at  all.  and  you  will  be  jierfectly  safe.      In 
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other  words,  you  will  not  remain  long  in  Havana  unless 
well-housed  and  well  taken  care  of,  which  means  that  you 
will  not  remain  there  at  all,  after  you  have  seen  the  sights. 

Objects  of  interest  in  and  around  Havana,  there  are, 
numerous  enough  to  claim  one's  attention  for  perhaps  a 
week ;  although  one  in.  of  this,  the  noisiest  city  in 

the  world,  in  less  than  half  that  time.  The  chief  objec- 
tions to  Havana  are  its  noise^  .1  heat  of 
daytime.  The  former  cannot  be  evaded,  if  one  be  domi- 
ciled in  one  of  the  central  hotels ;  nor  the  latter,  if  one  be 
quartered  anywhere  at  all.  So  there  you  are,  "  'twixt  the 
devil  and  the  deep.  d<  conscientiously  desirous  to 
"  do  "  the  city  properly,  yet  anxious  to  hie  away  to  f : 
fields  and  pastures  new. 

Such  things  as  cannot  well  be  avoided  may  be  cmr 
ated  on  the  fingers  of  both  hands.     First  of  all.  th< 
the  cathedral,  which,  though  locally  called  the 
dc  la  /  "iV^vii  dc  la  Conccf*  nore  widely  kn«>\ 

fame  as  that  of  Columbus.     It   is  so  called   bcc.t 
according  to  the  S  ei  of  the  great  discov- 

erer once  rested  here,  in  a  niche  mar  the  great  altar. 

•rding  to  the  latest  hmstigltioiis,  h"\\< -ver.  the  I 
of  Columbus  were  never  brought  here  at  a'  il  be 

shown  in  one  of  our  chapters  on  Santo  Domingo,  further 
on  in  this  book). 

It  was  in  1705.  that,  being  about  to  cv 
of  Santo  Domini  in   authority   at    that 

time    cnnreived    the    : 

Columbus  from  their  place  of  sepulture  in  the  rath. 
of  SantO  Domingo,  to  a  niehe  they  had  prepared   in  the 
dral  at  Havana. 

Gu  :!u-\   diil  11.  -t 


-- 
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of  an  inscription  of  any  sort;  but  nevcrthe- 

tli  with  their  findings  and  dep.  • 

tlu-tn.  \\ith   \  -inny.  in  their  new   resting-place  in 

<  athedral.    There  the  remains  remained.  f..r  quite 

another  century,  and   \\hen.   in   1899,  through   force  of 

A  Inch    they    had    I'M    control,    the 

uiards   \\.-iv  com|H-llcd  to  take  their  dej)arture  from 

Cuba,    Captain    <  ieneral    I'.lanco    c<  .nccived    the    plan    of 

with  them  tl:  .-.ml  only  remains"  of 

thr    -if.it    CotttmboS.      So   they    made    their    last    voyage 

acr<  taken    in    a    \var->hi- 

ille,   where  tli-  ]>laced   in   the  cathedral   tl 

centuries,  there  had  In-en  an  inscriln*!  slab 
of  ir  int«>  the  cathedral  pave,  in  Seville,  with  that 

ml : 

"A  Castillo  y  d  Leo* 
Uundo  N*evo  dio  Colon"; 

inins  of  Don   Fernando, 

'u-r's   illegitimate   s«>n   and   biographer.     Re> 

vh«»\\n  that  the  ashes  which  were,  first 

of  all,  taken   from  Santo  Doming"  t«>   Havana,  in    1795, 
and  la>t  «•!  all  taken  fr«  -m  1  lavana  to  Seville,  in  1899,  each 

.;:iided    Spaniards    m«.re    /ealnns    tlian    v 
those  of  Don  Diego,  and  not  of  Don  Christopher. 
So,  as  it  happens.  Spain  now  possesses  the  remains  of 
the  two  sons  of  Columbus,  Diego  and  Fernando;    but 
of   the   great   Discoverer   still    remain    in    Santo 
Domi 

n  deny  that  the  Spaniards,  at  last,  desired  to 

'it    thing"   by   the   memory   of   the   great 

fhOtC  wl-  is  c»n temporaries  treated 

him  meanly  enough  while  living,  as  history  shows,  from 
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King  I-Yrdinand  to  Isabella  and  Bobadilla,  administe 
kicks  and  cuffs  (when  his  back  was  turned)  and  fawning 
in  front  of  his  face.     A  HIT  he  died  tin  re  was  a  sli.u'lu 
revulsion  of  it  took  a  long  and  ri 

bornly  contested  process  of  law  to  compel  Kin 
nand  to  give  Don  Diego  his  rights  as  son  of  ' 

iniiral  of  the  Ocean  Sea."     Still,  tlu-  Spaniards  of 
those  days,  and  all  other  great  on  grand- 

iloquent inscriptions,  which  in  vast  redundancy  have  since 

flowed  innumerable  monuments  an-!  The 

cenotaph  in  this  cathedral  was  once  surmounted  by  a  1 
beneath  \\hich  this  inscription  told  what  the  Spaniards 
thought  of  Columl 

**  Oh,  rcstos  f  imogcn  del  grandc  Colon, 

Mil  sighs  durad  guar dados  en  la  urna 
Y  en  la  remembransa  dt  nutstra  na< 

"Oh,  remains  and   image  of  the  great  Colon, 
A  thousand  ages  thou  wilt  be  preserved  in  this  urn. 
And  in  the  remembrance  of  our  nation." 

Hardly  a  "thousand  ages"  passed  away  before  the 
rcstos  were  again  on  the  move,   while  both   bust   and 
urn   have   disappeared.       In    their   pl;i 
sh.  .\\  s  merely  a  vacant  niche  and  a  pr-  pedestal 

where  once  stixxl  a  monument. 

There  is  a  statue  of  Columbus  in  the  court -\ard  of  the 
governor  general's  palace,  on  tlu  Plaza  dc  An, us.  which 
is  of  itself  a  building  well  worth  a  visit.  It  was  the 
abode  of  all  the  captains-general  for  s< 
ceding  the  advent  of  the  Americans,  and  these  included 
such  names  as  Campos,  Weyler,  and  Blanco. 

A  statue  of  Ferdinand  VII.  stands  in  the  center  of  the 

;i  de  Armas,  and  no  photograph  of  the  palace  can  be 

taken   \\ithout  this  marble  in  the   foreground.     It  has 
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.1  a  lK-ttcr   fair  than  tin-  statue  of  Queen  Isabella, 
eased,  which  :  ned  the  u  I'arquc  Isabel." 

now  kii-.un  as  tin-  ('cntral  Square.  Somehow  or  otlier. 
flu-  nials  al\\a\s  had  a  peculiar  alTcction 

the    last     Km-     I'erdinand,    who    was   a    SCanip    well 
worths     to    U-    the    putative     father    <>f    the    late    Queen 
hut  win isc  sufferings  at  tin-  hands  of  Napoleon 
h.i\e  In-stowed  ii|>on  him  the  air  of  a  niatt\r.  in  the 
eyes  n distant  subjects  aer«»sx  the  Atlantic.     This 

port:  him  is  m«»re  nearlx   jK-rleet  as  a  \\«>rk  of 

art  than  he  was  as  a  work  of  nature. 

Is  of  the  ol«l   Havannah  cluster  thickly  about 

the  Plaza  dc  Annas,  and  hack  of  the  post-otVuv  stainls  the 

>;u.  or  most  H  stress  of  the  cit\.  built  in  1538, 

llernniKlo  de  5>oto.      1  lu-   Morro  is  the 

"lion"  <>(  Havana.  an«l  sl),,ul<l  by  all  means  be  v. 

but  in  the  morning,  and  the  nean-r  sunrise  the  letter — 

provi«led   |H-rmission  can   U-  obtained.     The  commander 

of  Cabanas  issues  permits  to  visit  the  Morro.  and  after 

nine  in  the  morning  the  long  walk  l>et\vecn  the 

"f   fortresses  is   \  and   unpleasant. 

•anas  is  the  more 

impTtant  ..t"  the  two  great  \vrks  ;  but  i-ach  is  picturesque 
in  its  wav.  tlu-  situation  of  the  M.»ITO.  rising  -brer  from 
the  sea  a  hundred  feet,  with  the  gt  -  thundering 

;ul  parapets,  being  magnificent. 
k  the   Morn i   \««u   are   shown   the  dungeons  into 
which  the   Spaniards  cast  the  Cubans,   wl  sub- 

•:ently  murdered  by  being  thrust  through  a  hole-in-the- 
wall  over  the  sea.  where  the  sea-monsters  lay  in  wait  for 
their  expected  prey,  in  the  "  sharks'  nest,"  or  nido  de 
tibnroncs,  a  bin-  rift  beneath  the  easternmost 

>x. 
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Looking  inland  from  the  Punta,  opposite  the  Mo: 
one  discerns  another  memento  of  ancient  Havana,  in  the 
sha]>c  of  a  sentry  tower  and  a  fragment  of  the  old  wall 
which  once  inclosed  the  cit\.     This  \\all  was  doomed  to 
demolition  many  years  ago,  for  the  city  had  outgrown  its 
limits  an<l  i.verllowcd  into  the  suburbs  a! 
the  Spaniards  Im.snl  their  hold.     Y«  r  mural  I 

meiit  is  a  jM.rtion  of  the  wall  against  which  a  band  of 
medical  students  uas  shot  to  death  by  the  If  in 

1*71.      All   these  the   jail   and   j>eniun- 

tiar\.  entrance  to  which  may  I  XT  obtained  on  applicat- 
ion so  much  to  view  the  interior  of  the  prison,  as  to  see 
an  historic  object  on  exhibition  there.    This  is  the  grcw- 
sonu  .  or  instrument   for  the  execution  of  con- 

demned criminals.  It  is  an  iron  pillar  affixed  to  a  wooden 
platform  about  ten  feet  square  and  six  feet  from  the 
ground.  An  iron  chair  is  attached  to  the  column. 

lich  is  an  iron  collar,  which  is  closed  in  fr«nt 
by  a  clasp,  after  the  victim's  neck  has  been  inserted.  A 
screw  prot nuU-s  through  the  back  of  the  collar,  which  is 
operated  by  a  bar  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  a  c 
ing  press,  only  it  is  pcr|>endicular  instead  of  hori- 
zontal. 

The  end  of  the  screw  is  pointed,  and  when 
projects  about  an  inch  into  the  center  of  the  rii 
victim   is  placed   in  the   fatal  chair,  the   ring  dasj>vd   in 
front  nf  his  throat,  and  his  1  j   fc-t-t  firmly 

a  quick  turn  of  tli  and  the  spinal  column 

is  broken,  death  immedi.r  :ng.     Tin  'loner 

is  a  middle-aged  black  man.  \\h«.si-  M  ntcnce  to  <1 
commuted    to   life    imprisonment   on   condition    that    he 
become   the  public   garroter.     At    the   command   of   the 
superintendent.  1  illy  consents  to  show  visitors 
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performed.     For  an  actual  execution  he 

gold  doubloon  per  victim, 
i   I  lavana,  within  a  semicircle  of  rounded 
hills,  rach  the  site  of  an  attractive  settlement,  with  towers 
rising    aliove    the    n><  -•  id    palms    intersperse-' 

•ng."       The   £iin£iuis   ami    electric    lines 

run  out  to  these  suburbs,  and  even  to  Marianao.  which  is 

team   railroad.     This  last  rite 

bathing  resort,  and  taken  together  with  the  nearer  Yedado, 

\\lii  k-heun  haths  in  the  coral  reefs  of  the  sea- 

a  lively  place  during  the  summer  season.    There 

•thing  more  significant  of  the  change   for  the  better 

that    has    come   over    Havana,    than    the    removal   of 

!thier  citi/cns  into  the  suburbs,  and  the  building  there 

r  the  jK'ople  of  average  means.     l-orm< 
the-.  \\ded  into  dark  and  noisome  tenen 

upon  foul  airs,  and  deafened  by  uncouth  noises;  but  with 
•f  the  trolley  syMem  all  this  is  rhai 

see  uhat  a  tropical   river  is  like. 
UK-lied  to  journey  into  the  forests,  take 
a  little  trip  to  the  m.uitli  of  the  . \lmendares.  the  sp: 

'.  hich  supply   Havana  with  its  water.     I 'oats  may  be 

.surable  e  may  IK-  taken  up  the 

un.  drift:  ::h  clumps  ,,f  feathery  bamboos,  in 

the  shade  of,  hn  >ad-armcd  ceiba  trees  hung  with  vines  and 

:-!antains  and  ban. 
i  lavana  which  are  never  omitted 
.  with  its  magnificent  mon- 

um«  ;  .My   the    firemen's   and    that    to   the    students 

••coiid.  to  the  captain 

but 

Dg   to   the  These  botanical   gardens   have 

I,  one  of  the  features  U-ing  an  avenue  of 
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palms  with  close-set  trunks  o'ertopped  \\itl  •  •»  of 

verdure. 

Some  feel  impelled  to  visit  tin-  Vuelta  Abajo,  in  or    i 

to  study  the  various  processes  of  tobacco  culture  :    hut 

not  necessary  to  take   that    long.   hot.   dusty,   ami 

•uing   ride  to  the   1'inar  del   Rio  region,  r 
behold  the  "  weed  -Is.     Tobacco 

is  may  be  seen  iu  the  Connecticut  Vall< 
be  seen  quite  near  Havana,  in  <  .uana  lied  by  a 

few  hours'  ride  over  the   t'nited   Railways.     There,  too, 
may  be  seen  the  vast  tobacco  barns  in  which  the  le 
are  C  well  as  the  perfect  plants  growing  in  their 

strength  and  beauty.     The  processes  are  not   different 
from  the  Yuelta  Abajo  processes,  and  the  scenery  by  the 
way.   of   broad   fields  adorned   with    innumerahle    i 
palms,  is  not  inferior  to  that  of  the  mon 

The   excursion   to  Guanajay   may   l>e  made   in   a   few 
hours,  leaving  Havana  in  the  morning,  at  S  •  urn- 

ing  to  the  city  at  about   four  in  the  afternoon.      I'.i 

Msjon  nf  the  trip  may  he  n 
turcs(|uc  |x>rt  of  Mariel.  which,  wit! 
and  its  surrounding  hills  devoted  to  banana  cultur 
looked  ii|N»n  as  the  coming  country  for  the  agricult 
in  the  Havana  region. 

.11   Antoni,,  .!  will  show 

one  of  the  wonder*  of  Cuba,  iu  the  "  dis;q»p< -.iring  M, 
there,  one  of  m  of  underground  streams  peculiar 

to  this  region.     Tlie  underground  river  of  San  Air 
not  only  flows  through  a  cave  adorned   with   stala- • 
atid    stalagmites,    hut    it    i 

irkable  blind  fishes,  which  '  n  made  tin-  sis' 

of  a  monograph  by  I  !   professor  of  the  l'i 

States  Fish  Commission.    The  Cuban  naturalist.  Poey, 
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whose  great  work  on  Cuban  fishes  is  yet  in  manuscript, 
called  attention  to  the  number  and  peculiarities  of 
the  blind  cave-fishes  of  the  island,  and  he  mentioned  many 
places  in  which  they  were  to  be  found. 

PC  is  no  system  near  Havana  that  takes  one  to  so 

many  points  of  interest  as  the  "  t'nitcd  Railways."  with 

its  vrrs   loo  'ion  right  in  the  center  of  the  cit\. 

Yillanueva.  it  is  called,  after  the  Conde  de  Villa  Nueva, 

whose  name  is  on  the  statue  of  "  Ixi  India  "  in  the  Parque 

Colon.     Taking  train  here  amidst  the  most  prosaic  sur- 

!  unirs  one  is  whisked  through  the 

<|ue,  and  the  romantic,  in  mar- 

vel<"  sion.      This  is  in  allusion  to  the  route  to 

Batabano  and  the  Isle  both  of  which  arc  reached 

over  the  rails  of  the  United  Railwa\>.  the  former  in  an 
h.»u:  ilf  from  Havana,  in  which  time  one  has  been 

taken  right  across  the  Ulaml  and  introduced  to  the  sen 
of  an  entirely   different   world   from  that  of  the  north 

cout 

Batabano  stands  on  stilts,  and  is  a  si><>nge-fishing  place, 

once  the  chosen  site  for  Cuba's  capital  itself.     Steamers 

•  hence  for  all  ports  on  the  south  coast :  for  Cienfuegos, 

for  Santiago  de  Cuba,  going  eastward ;    and  for  Pinar 

del  I\i«>  joints,  gning  we>twanl.     I'.ut  the  most  interesting 

spot  niched  from  i'atabano  is  that  land  of  romance  and 

the  UK   of  i  -lated  about  sixty  miles  to 

the  I'wice  a  week,  on  Sunday  and  Thursday,  a 

MHT  makes  connection  at  Batabano  with 

the  morning  t  ains  from  Yillanueva. 

That  is.  tiu-  IsU-  ,,f  rim -s  has  been  considered  a  land  of 

until  (juite  recently  :   hut  the  pushing  Americans, 

"h"   ha  ,1    more   than   a   million   dollars  there 

already,  have  .L-ne  much  t«>  «lisjK-l  the  air  of  romanticism. 
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in  their  endeavors  to  show  that  the  soil  of  the  island 
tains  vast  resources  in  the  way  of  latent  nclics.     While 
there  are  fine  marble  quarries  in  the   island,  the  main 
dejH-ndencc  of  the  settlers,  the  Americanos  say.  will  be 
agriculture.     Hitherto,  the  island  has  been  possessed  ' 
few  unambitious  and  tine  i 'nhans.  who  lived  in 

mud  or  straw  huts,  content  with  their  owncrshi; 
potential  millions,  perfectly  satisfied  with  their  hold 
and  who  were  very  much  alarmed  when  their  ai 

in  the  North  came  down  and  offered  them 
more  for  their  properties  than  they  had  believed  they 
would  be  worth. 


IV 

HIE    RAILROAD    BETWEEN    HAVANA    AND 
SANTIAGO 

The    various    systems    combined     in    the    great    united    line, 

long    the    way  —  Mud  splashed 
>cs  and  bohio.s  —  The  sugar  «  Cuba  —  St- 

and   shrubs  —  The   Cuban    and    his   crooked    M 
ictions  of   Matanzas.   the    Vuinuri    valley   and   caves  of 
Bellamar  —  Railroads  that  cross  the   island  —  Cities  of  the 
south  coast  — the   "Cuban    Saratoga"   and    Santa   Clara  — 
Possibilities   for  the   American  colonizer  —  Ciego  de   Avila 
and  the  "  impregnable "  trocha  —  Blockhouses  that  were  of 
no  avail  —  A  vast  cattle  country  —  Bayamo,  where  Pr« 
Palma  was  born  — The    "Gardens    of    the    Queen"  — The 
:n  Spanish  dominions —  Camaguey  or  Puerto 
vipe,  an  old  city  with  a  new  lease  of  life  — Its  dig  h,,u-l 
and    salubrious    atmosphere  —  Through    the     forest     lands, 
where  mahogany  and  cedar  abound  —  Alto  Cedro  and  the  Bay 
of  Nipe  —  A  tropical  wilderness  and  vegetal  paradise. 

T11K    railroad    between    Havana    and    Santiago 
affords  one  of  the  grandest  rides  in  the  world. 
The    distance    IK  t  ween    the    two    joints    is    540 
miles,    or    ft*)    kilometers,    and    is    covered    in    twenty- 
hours,   on   a    time-tahle   that    keeps   the    schedule  to 
the  minute.      I'.y   the   perfect    OH  .pi-ration   of  the-va; 

Dg  the  great  united  line  along  the  back- 
bone of  Cuba,  and  which  was  only  completed  in  1902,  by 
the  obstruction  nt'  tnr  "Cuba  Railwa;  'lent  and 

punctual  service  is  afforded  from  one  end  of  the  island 
to  the  oil 

73 
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tly   at   <;    I'.    M..  every   day   in   the  week.   I 
pulls  out  of  the  Yillanueva  station  at  Havana  composed 
of  first-  and  third-class  day  coaches,  mail  and  express 
.  and  a  through  "  sleeper,"  to  which  after  daylight  an 
observation  car  is  added.    At  6  A.  M..  a  similar  : 
leaves  Santiago,  i  .rd.  so  that   by  taking  the 

mute  l><»th  ways  all  the  glorious  scenery  of  tin 
revealed  to  the  traveler— ami  it  i>  a  i>  'iiing 

of  im|x>rtance  ^h«  mid  U-  mi- 

By   these  thmu^h   trains,   h  •  me  of  the  most 

imjHJrtant  places  along  the  line  is  reached  at  a  very  bad 
time   for  obs<  and  that   is    Matanzas.  at   \s ! 

going  one  way.  the  t:  ami 

going  the  other  at  four  in  the  morning  ulty 

IK-  obviated,  if  one  be  starting  from  1 1. 
ing  in  advance  the  excursion  offered  by  the  t'nited  Rail- 
ways    Urn-,    giving    an    all-day    trip.    I 
Havana,  for  eleven  dollars,  including  breakfast  or  lunch 
at    Matan/as.  volantes  to  the  Valley  of  Yumnri  and  the 
caves  of  Bellamar — all  the  attractions,  in   fact,  or  one 
may  stop  over  a  da\   at   Matan/as.  where  enough  of  in- 
•  will  IK*  found  to  fill  it  pretty  well. 

The  distance  from  Ha  is  alx>ir 

miles,   and  the  time   by   rail   two  <»r   three   hours.     The 
'fry  en  route  \  \  the  western  ami  central  parts 

of  Cuba,  being  cbiet!  interspersed  \\ith 

smaller -farms  or  abandoned  tr  rom  lack 

of  means  to   cultivate.     K  very  where   you    will    sec    tin- 
great   pearl-gray  columns  of  the  royal  palm,  with  tin  ir 
coronals  of  verdure,  in  groups,   in   lor 
forming  avenues  and  boundary-lines,  and  alw. 
mental.     There  will  also  be  bunches  <>f  bamtxx>s. 
foliated,  like  tufts  of  pluiii'  liki  cul 
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:!UT  in  the  wind  and  their  willow-like  leaves 
moling.  The\  gnu-rally  indicate  the  vicinage  of  water, 
though,  like  tin-  palms,  they  grow  in  all  sorts  of  places 

t  in  the  highest  hills  or  mountains. 
Now  and  then  you  see  a  great  tobacco  barn,  five  or  ten 
-    as  the  dwelling  alongside  it,  though  both 
are  built  of  palm,  as  picturesque  and  as  appropriate  to 
the  landscape  as  structures  made  by  man  can  be.    The 
thau  lu-d  hut,  as  perhaps  the  reader  knows,  was  derived 
,  the  aU>riginal  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  who  were  - 
red  living  in  the  same  kind  of  bohios  as  we  see  to-day 
all  over  tlie  island.     Traveling  eastward,  the  vast  tobacco 
barn  '.!y  disappear,  to  give  way  to  another  type  of 

building  more  modern  and   I-XJH-UMVC--  the  »,  or 

ir-mill.     Kastward  and  ;  1  from  Havana  prov- 

lies  the  va>t  sugar-cane  region  of  Cuba,  stretching 
from  coast  to  coast  and  becoming  more  and  more  in  evi- 
dence as  we  proceed.  Like  immense  fields  of  maize  or 
Indian  corn,  the  tracts  of  golden-green  cane,  miles  in 

lit,  are  only  infrequently  dotted  with  the  mills  wi- 
the to  saccharine 

Access   to   the    sugar-mills    is   generally    « 

provided  one  can  find  the  time  and  opportunity  ;   and  the 

chances  are  that  the  traveler  has  already  visited  one  of  the 

Upical    stnu-tmvs.   such   as   the   "Toledo,"  not   far   from 

lla\ana     and     Marianan.     where    an    admission     fee    is 

•god.     The  owners  of  the  great  properties  in  Cuba 

are  nothing  if  not  thrifty,  and  are  generally  not  above 

taking,  even  demanding,  a  fee  for  insj>ecting  their  works. 

as  practiced  by  the  people  who 

in   denouncing  the  acquisitiveness   of  the 

invading  "  Yank- 

The  cane- t'u-lds  apjnar  to  occupy  a  great  proportion  of 
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the  total  area  of  Cuba;  but  late  statistics  appear  to  show 
that  the  aggregate  acreage  devoted  to  sugar-cane  is  - 
about   one-sixtieth    of    the    grand    total    of    28,000,000 
acres. 

You  would  think,  also,  when  in  Havana,  that  the  cul- 
ture of  tobacco  is  the  chief  occupation  of  the  Cuban  I 
culturist.  As  a  great  favor,  one  of  the  princely  tobac- 
conists will  allow  you  to  go  over  his  factory,  where  hun- 
dreds of  men  are  employed  in  rolling  and  pasting  the 
:  and.  though  the  same  process  may  be  seen  in 
West  and  Tampa,  even  in  New  York,  there  are 
touri>ts  who  gu  into  ecstasies  over  the  sight.  Just  why, 
it  i>  impossible  to  say;  but  probably  because  they  think 
it  the  proper  thing  to  do.  Neither  cigar  nor  cigarette- 
making  is  an  attractive  process;  tobacco  culture  is  not  a 
novel  occupation,  though  demanding  skill  and  ex 
ence ;  and  too  much  has  been  made  of  both,  hitherto,  in 
descriptions  of  Cuba  and  her  resoui 

It  will  not  IK-  the  Yuelta  Aba  jo  region  with  its  fields  of 
tobacco,  nor  the  great  central  section  \\ith  its  vaster  fields 
of  sugar-cane,  that  will  engage  the  attention  of  the  incom- 
ing Americans  with  their  capital — whether  large  or  small 
in  amount — but  the  lands  that  can  IK-  made  to  produce 
coffee  and  cacao,  pineapples  and  citrus  fruits,  and 

:dcn  truck "  for  northern  markets.  Tobacco  is 
grown  on  the  insignificant  total  of  one  hundred  thousand 
i;  but  it  has  been  the  means  of  enriching  a  good 
many.  Not  so  many,  however,  rliat  they  cannot  be 
formed  into  a  "trust"  that  will  eventually  control  tin- 
whole  supply  and  yet  further  enhance  t!  of  cigars 
that  are  alrc.t  1  far  beyond  their  worth. 

Nearing    Matan/as.    we  are  g«  -11    out    of   the 

tobacco  section   and    into   the   region   of   waving   C 
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•:;;  tin-  royal  palms,  the  occasional  cciba  or  silk- 
cotton  trees  are  the  most  conspicuous,  with  their  massive 
trunks,  broad -spreading  limbs,  and    far-extending  roots 
"ing  i»t°  the  parent   trunks  like  the  buttresses  to  a 
Gothic  cathedral.     Masses  of  tropical  trees  are  seen,  also, 
:he  mango,  the  ma'iiey,  the  nispero.  and  a  dozen 

My  so  densely  grouped  that  their  fol 
and    fruits  can  hardly  Ixr  distinguished*      Now  and  then 

vas.  from  the  frur 

which  the  delicious  /M.vM.f  ami  jellies  arc  made,  stretch 
alon 

The  bus  of  the  natives  are  not  so  frequently  seen  as 

the  line,  beyond  the  silica r-producing  prov- 

>.  for  the  cane-culture  crowds  them  out ;   but  some  of 

them  are  att:  mhowered  amid  the  shining  leaves 

of  citrus  trees,  more  often  shaded  by  the  dome-shaped 

crowns  of  dark-green   mangos.     The  ordinary  railroad 

11  a<  the  l>eginning  of  a  town,  in  Cuba,  is 

dly  a  horror  of  unattractiveness.  despite  the  endeavors 

of  the  railroad  men  to  build  it  well  originally  and  to  keep 

it  up  to  the  mark  Mil>se<|uentl\ .     Crowded  about  it  will 

be  a  host  of  ox-carts  to  \\hich  the  beasts  are  yoked  by  the 

horns ;  occasionally  a  cumbersome  volante.  mud-plastered 

from  wrestling  with  the  roads  of  the  country  ;  and  alu 

\vd  .  .f  loafers  in  cotton  shirts  and  flowing  pantaloons; 

ss,  some  of  them,  and  also  shoeless. 

t  of  the  car  windows  may  be  seen  a  wit- 
u  furrouin^  the  land  with  a  crooked  stick,  using 
primitive  implement  of  the  times  of  Xoah  and  Abra- 
ham in  preference  to  the  best  plow  that  might  be  offered 
him.    The  Cuban   is  a  fool,  of  course;    but  he  won't 
tell  him  so,  although  you  know  it.     His 
grea  and  father    plowed    with   a   crooked    stick, 
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hitched  by  a  pole  to  the  horns  of  his  oxen,  and  why  should 

he  n«»t  do  tin-  same? 

Besides.  the  Yankee  plow,  he  is  ever  ready  to  tell  you, 
digs  too  deep  a  hole  in  the  earth — turns  up  the  sub-soil, 
which  the  great  (i<xl  never  intended  should  lie  distir 
Then  again,  the  Yankee  plow  costs  too  much  for  a  poor 
Cuban:  though  this  argument  is  uualidatcd  by  the  fact 
that  the  rich  ones  use  the  crooked  stick — or  allow  it  to  be 
used  on  their  plantations — when  they  can  well  afford  the 
finer  implement. 

But  if  we  linger  too  long  by  the  wayside  commetr 
upon  Cuban  peculiar!1  -hull  nut   reach 

in  time  for  break  f..st.     There  is  scant  soil  fur  any  kind  of 
cultivation  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of   Matanzas;    but 
that,  of  course,  will  not  concern  the  tourist,  who  cares 
more  for  what  he  can  see  than  for  the  latent  possibi! 
of  the  earth.     This  city  of  about  45.000  inhabi 
curled  around  a  beautify!  bay  whi  p  enough  for 

good-sized  steamers  to  enter,  and  is  situated  iij>on  and 
amid  some  swelling  hills.  Its  architecture  is  the  Ameri- 
canized Hispano-! Mori  scan,  typical  of  the  better  portions 
of  Cuba's  cities,  and  some  of  the  dwell:- 
especially  out  at  Versailles  suburb  and  alung  the  road 
from  the  plaza  to  the  caves  of  Ilellamar.  Matan/as  has 
its  central  square  or  plaza,  on  one  side  of  which  is  the 
governor's  palace,  on  another  the  post-office,  and  on 
anuther  still  a  very  nice  hotel,  the  best  in  the  place. 

1'ut  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  its  attractions  per  sc  that 
we  have  come  to  Matanzas.     Wen-  it  n<>t  for  the  fact 
Nature  has  bestowed  two  great  gifts  \\-  region,  it 

is  doubtful  if  anyone  would  stop  over  for  >c  of 

the  city.    One  such  gift  were  enough  to  cause  travelers 
to  make  pilgrimages  here,  and  that  is  the  near  valK 
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tlu-  Vuiniiri,  which  no  less  an  authority  than  Ilumboldt 
the  most  beautiful  in  the  world.  Hum- 
bolclt  was  prone  to  indulge  iu  su|Hrrlatives;  but  in  this 
case  he  may  not  have  gone  far  astray,  for  the  vale  of 
Yumuri  is  certainly  an  cut:  i>ot. 

Then-  an-  t\\.»  point  >  from  which  the  Vuimiri  may  be 
od.  the  nearest  to  Matan/.as,  about  two  miles,  being 
the  hill  and  chapel  of  Moutxvrr.it.     N.-n  maj   -o  thither 
!->ot,  by  cocht,  or  by  ro!antc.  the  last-named  mean 

DOC  In-ing  generally  chosen  becau>e  «»f  its  novelty 
— not  for  its  comfort.  There  are  not  many  volantes 
left  in  Cuba  that  are  available  to  the  general  tourist,  and 
jK-rhaps  it  may  be  as  well  to  charter  one  of  these  craft  mi 
tins  occasion,  f«>r  another  may  not  offer.  They  "come 

id  they  are  swung  high,  on  huge  leather  spr 
ended  between  wheels  of  vast  diameter,  at  least  eight 
across. 

to  view  the  Vumiiri  from  the  cumbres,  farther 
from  the  city  than  Montserrat.  the  volantes  are  almost  a 
necessity,  the  n>ad  is  so  rough  and  the  holes  in  it  so  deep. 

all 

'»  to  see  the  beautiful  Yumuri.  a  vale  sunken  five 

K  hundred   feet   lutueen  encircling  hills,  its  rolling 

ice    dotted    with    n»\al    palms,    and    rounded    knolls 

the    foot-hills    to    this    Royal    Plain    in    minia- 

n    meanders    through    the    valley. 

which  breaks   hetweeii  almost  vertical  cliflfs  and  flows 
amidst  the  city,  with  the  river  San  Juan  dividing  Matan- 
ihree  parts.  kno\\n  as  Versailles,  Pueblo  Viejo, 
and  Xuevo. 

look  down  upon  the  Yumuri  from  Montserrat 
as  into  a  vast  bowl  or  crater  from  its  brim,  and  behold 
its  i  ed  surface  divcr>iticd  with  cocoas,  cacaos, 
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almond  tree*,  and  small  plantations  of  coftV 
cane.     N"t    many   houses   show    themselves,   and    there 
are  comparatively  few  huts,  on  the  various  spr 
tlu-  inclining  hillside.     It   is  r  U-antiful 

retreat  to  look  upon;    but  I  fancy  life  must  get  rather 
monotonous    within    r  illy    in    the    rainy    season, 

when  it  would  be  far  easier  to  slide  down  the  hill- 
over  the  slippery  soil  than  to  climb  to  their  crests  and 
view  the  \\orld  «»ut 

Then  there  are  the  caves  of  Ucllamar.     They  may  have 
existed  as  long  as  Yumuri ;  but  tin  4  l>een  kn 

to  man  so  long,  having  lx-en  <i-  -'.rally  less 

than  fifty   years  ago.  by   a   Chinese  laborer  who  lost  a 
crowbar  down  a  hole.     \\hen  he  went  to  look  for  it  he 
found  an  opening  into  one  of  the  most  beautiful  ca\ 
on  earth. 

The  main  chamlxr  is  estimated  at  al>out  200  feet  long 
by  70  wide,  says  a  writer  of  note.  "  and  while  it  far 
passes  in  richness  and  splendor  the  temple  of  the  sami 
name  in  the  Mammoth  Cave,  it  does  not  equal  it  in 
or  solemn  grandeur."     The  caves  of  Hcllamar  are  suffi- 
ciently extcn-  '<>ring  them  thor- 
oughly, as  I  can  testify,  having  been  through 
well  as  through  Kentucky's  Mammoth  Cave.     Ther 
no  comparison  between  the  two.  the  one  In-ing  vast  and 
gloomy:    the  other,  the  Cuban  P-ellatnar.  l>eing  ricli 
sparkling  in  stalactitic  and  *talagmitic  formations,  in  laby- 
rinthine passages  through   rows  of  crystal  colonnades, 
where  the  only  M>und  is  that  of  dripping  water  makin^ 

Th.T' 

in  the  Bcllamar.  where  the  passage  through  is  so  narrow 
tli at  not  everyone  can  mal  -  the 

deeps  are  sharp,  while  the  bridged  spaces  across  ch.t 
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tlu-  brinks  of  steeps  are  sufficiently  perilous  to 
e  a  shudder.    Tlu  I  been  followed  three  miles 

and  to  a  <lrptli  «>f  five  hundred   feet,  in  the  white  and 
sparkling  tin 

Returning  to  the  main  line  and  our  journey  from  Ha- 
vana to  Santiago,  mention  should  IK*  made,  in  passing,  of 
a  small  town  a  little  off  the  route  of  travel,  and  about  two 
hours  distant  from  Matanzas,  known  as  Madruga,  the 
.."  which  is  a  natural  sanatorium,  being 
with    springs    impregnated    with    iron,    sulphur, 
potassa.  and  magnesia,  efficacious  in  many  diseases.     Its 
name  is  a  sadly  suggestive  one  in  Cuba,  being  associated 
with  some  fierce  fighting  during  the  revolution,  when  tin- 
dead  and   wounded  of  the   Spaniards,   repulsed   in   their 
ks    upon   the   patriots   who  were   intrenched  on   a 

brought  into  the  town  by  so 

Ha.l  \»u  takrn  the  night  train  fn-m  Havana,  after  re 
slumber  aboard  the  "  slcej>er  "  you  would  have 
ikencd  about  six  the  next  morning  at  the  station  of 
ta  Clara,  where  c<>:  wed  and  a  few  minutes  are 

allowed  for  refreshments  of  the  cruder  sort    The  town 
or  city  of  Santa  Clara,  so  long  famous  for  the  beauty  of 
hihrity  of  its  airs,  is  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  station,  and  a  sj>ecial  trip  must  be  made  to 

•:nded  in   1689,  it  is  one  of  the  older  C 
he  interi-  ands  in  the  center  of  a  reerion  of 

hill  and  plain  diversified  with  sugar  plantations,  from  the 

h  of  which  it  draws  the  substance  of  its  living. 
Hills  and  mount;  at  hide  and  seek,  more  or 

nt  fn»m  the  line  of  the  railway,  and  there  are 
nun  f  those  rounded  el  some  of 

them  capped  with  palm  trees,  that  are  yet  more  numer- 
ous in  the  Santiago  province.     Here,  now,  there  is  an 
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aspect  of  cultivation  that  seems  to  presage  the  ]><»Ml>ility 
of  land  for  the  colonist  and  settlor,  for  the  si  ;e  no 

longer  monojx'li/rx  tin-  temi«.r\.  but  it  ix  u-sx  given  over 
to  any  OIK-  kind  of  culture.  The  uplands  IK-COMIC  more 
open,  with  valleys  of  verdure  interspersed,  but  there 

'|iiantity  of  apparently  sterile  land  as  the  geographi- 
cal center  of  the  island  is  reached,  at  or  about  Ciego  de 
Avila.  which  is  the  n.v  -ha  east  of  Matan- 

zas.     It  is  not  so  sterile,  the  old  settlers  tell  me.  a- 
to  be,  being  merely  grown  up  to  "  bush  "  and  lacking  the 
ssary  cultivation  to  make  it  "  blossom  >se." 

At  Ciego  de  Avila  one  sees  substantial  reminders  oi" 
late  revolution,  in  the  numerous  watch 
the  country  at  this  point.     They  are  still  in  a  good  state  of 

rvation.  each  one  being  about  tv 
with  an  entrance-way  a  d  n  the  ground 

lower  part  solidly  built  of  masonry,  and  the  upper  con 
ing  of  a  square  to\  lied  with  corrugated  iron.    The 

stupendous,  yet   \\.TM-  than  wasted,  labor  perform* 
the  Spaniards  during  the  war  may  he  app:  :"n»m 

the  fact  that  they  cleared  a  space  a  kilometer  in  width 
directly  across  the  Maud. 

from  coast  to  coast,  and  erected   JH>  substantial  K 
houses,  each  one  of  which  was  occupied  by  i* 
emiipjK'd  with  a  powerful  electric  light  and  in  t 
communication  with  ever\  ..tlu-r.  and  the  whole  conm 
by  an  all  but  impassable  et  -  nt  of  barbed  win       1 

say  "all  but  impassable."  for  the  Cuba:  this 

"impregnable  trocha  "  of  their  enemies,  and   wlur 

felt  like  doing  so  cut  their  way  through  it  and  p.. 

freely  from  one  «   other. 

t    there,    to-«'  -he    kilo- 

cleared  by  the  Spaniards,  read  n  sea  to  sea,  run- 


Spanish  Block  House,  Cifgo  de  Avila. 
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in  a  n«»rth-s«iuth  direction,  an-:  d  of 

every  bush  and  shrub  big  enough  to  conceal  a  luH 
Cuban,  it  forms  a  magnificent  body  of  land  ready  for  cul- 
>n.  1  lie  owners  and  squatters  have  merely  to  put 
in  the  plow  and  turn  over  the  fertile  soil,  and  they  can 
1  themselves  of  block-houses  and  barracks  for 
dwellings  and  cattle  sheds.  A  primitive  railroad  rims 
alongside  the  trocha  (rather.  jH-rhaps.  it  should  be  said 
that  the  trocha  was  projected  to  follow  the  railroad) 
from  Jucaro  on  the  south  coast  to  San  Fernando  on  the 
north,  and  thus  the  Spaniards  had  a  triple  line  of  de- 
fense; despite  which,  however,  the  Cubans  deli  -d  them 
at  every  point  and  skipped  almut  pretty  much  as  they 
pleased.  Down  the  line  a  few  miles  from  Ciego  de  Avila 
an  \merican  colony  has  l>cen  started,  at  Ccballos,  where 

ire  a!read\   hundreds  of  acres  under  cultivation. 
The  soil  and  scenery  are  of  similar  character  all  the 
to  Puerto  Principe,  or  Camagiiey.  which  is  343  miles 
from  II  1  200  from  Santiago.    The  great  plains 

are  covered  with  the  rankly-gmwing  Parana  and  Guinea 
grass,  in  some  fields  of  which  the  >leek  and  shining  cattle 
be  seen  feeding,  with  this  rich  fodder  meeting  above 
tlu -ir  backs.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  land  for  cattle  rais- 
ing. \\lu-re  the  grass  grows  the  year  round,  where  the 
animals  need  no  shelter,  and  where  running  streams  are 
frequent  em  •ugh  for  watering  them  without  recourse  to 
artificial  means. 

Puerto  Principe,  to  which  the  railroad  builders  have 

icient  Indian  name  of  Camagiiey.  is  the  most 

im|x>rtant   city    between    Matanzas   and    Santiago,   with 

more  than  forty  thousand  people,  and  possessing  a  high 

and  healthy  location.    Since  the  Cuba  railway  reached  it 

s  taken  a  new  lease  of  life.     I  or  a 
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\\ith  a  paM.  living  nobody  knew  how.  but  prol> 
<>M  tlu-  profits  of  cattle  n  the  adjoining  pi 

sole  'ii  with  the  outside  world  (aside  from  that 

apolog)'  for  a  trail,  the  so-called  catnino  real,  or  i 
road  means  of  a  railway  45  mil.  th  to  the 

port  of  Nuevitas.    This  line  li 

the  first  ever  constructed  within  Spanish  dominions:  and 
there  is  a  locomotive  running  on  it   which  has  been  in 

for  more  th;t 

active  duty;  though  it  was  in  the  repair-shop  at  the  lime 
of  my  \ : 

One  would  hardly  lx-lieve  that   Puer:  »uld 

have  been  sacked  by  pirate-,  heing  so  far  inland:  \et  it 
once  suffered  terribly  at  the  hands  of  ruthless  Morgan 
and  his  men.  in  1665,  who  marched  hither  from  the  south 
coast,  attacked  the  forts,  captured  them,  and  shut  up  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  churches,  where  most  oi  them 
starved,  or  were  tortured  to  death  by  the  fiends  from  the 
coast.  The  pirates  secured  a  great  amount  of  plunder 
including  not  only  gold  and  jewels,  but  five  hundred 
cattle.  Some  of  the  old  churches  in  which  the  ir 
tunatc  j>eople  were  confined  are  still  standing,  an-: 
vastly  interesting,  their  walls  massive,  buttressed,  and 
their  interiors  adorned  with  ancient  paintin 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Cuba  railroad  and  the  re- 
moval to  this  city  of  the  general  offices  of  the 

if  taken  a  new  appearance.      It  is  still  a 
more  of  the  past  than  of  the  present,  typically  an  1  archai- 
cally Spanish  in  its  architecture,  with  its  plaza,  e 
quaint  old  churches  and  monasteri  with 

massive  walls  and  grated  windows.  Of  itself,  it  mi-lit  not 
be  t  1  attracti1.  !i  to  draw  hither  tlu    : 

of  tourists  for  whom  the  railv. . 
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mvxlations  in  its  new  ami   vast   hotel,   which  was 
once  a  barrack  capable. of  quartering  two  thousand  men. 
immense  building  has  been  renovated  and  made 
int«»  a  penVctK    palatial  edifice.     It  has  suites  of  rooms 
with  all  sorts  of  baths  attached,  courts  and  gardens,  de- 
tached buildings  for  the  cuisine,  with  pillar  lors 
connecting  with  the  main  structure,  and  a  roof-garden 
\\hich  an  extensive  view  is  open  in  every  direction 
amagiiey's  surrounding  plains.    ( )f  itself.  I  have  said. 
:incii>e  would  not  consider  itself  suffi- 
•:ractivc  to  win  hither  the  i                 altering  tour- 
hut  with  the  great  hotel  as  an  adjunct,  and  with  the 
'here  of  its  high  plains,  lying  mid-seas 
and  healthful  to  a  surpassing  degree,  there  is  a  good  pros- 
pect for  it  to  become  a  winter  res,  ,rt  in  the  near  frture. 

Beyond  i  ..  fifty  miles'  traveling  brings  us  to 

the  eastern  bonier  of  Puerto  Principe  province,  in  the 

r  of  whir!)  IK  chief  city  is  located,  and  sevent) 
miles  distant  :nas.   where  the  train 

halts  twent\   mini:'  Mother  of  those  delicious  meaU 

which  the  "  I'uha  "  caterer  knows  so  well  how  to  St 

l.M.k  about,  but  from  the  observa- 
obtaincd  views  all  along  the  road  that 
form  a  continuous  panorama  of  tropical  >cenery.  increas- 
ingly pp-fuse  in  the  strange  ami  varied  forms  of  vegeta- 
•non  to  northern  t 

•w<ling  upon  the  rails,  from 

which  they  have  hitherto  l>een  held  hack  by  the  ax.  and 

only  at  the  occasional  openings  in  the  w<x>ds.  by  courtesy 

called  stati.-v  MC  an\  as  of  field  or 

•i.     An-!  ii  there  are  big  piles  of  timber, 

;h-hewn    by    the   axnien    in    the    forest,   huge   logs  of 

nd    mahogany,    fifty    and    .sixty    feet    in 
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length  and  two  feet  through,  perhaps  ext  -liese 

dimensions.  There  arc,  also,  native  ox -carts  laden  with 
these  valuable  woods,  and  the  natives  themselves  in  num- 
bers, engaged  in  bringing  in  great  logs  from  the  forest, 
the  mahogany-prodiu  n  of  which  is  becoming 

more  and  more  difficult  t«»  reach,  and  fast  n  the 

mountains.     After  viewing  the  millions  of  1  up 

at  the  stations  in  Santiago  province  and  loaded  on  tin- 
it  is  easy  to  understand  that  there  is,  or  may  be,  a 
glut    in    the    cedar    and    mahogany    market.     And 
through   the   mysterious   workings  of  the   "trusts."   the 
price  of  furniture  made  from  the  latter  wood  does  not 
ase  correspondingly  with  cost  of  u 

Most  of  the  stations  are  names  merely,  with  now  and 
then  two  or  three  open-work  bohios  occupied  h.  the 
tomary    Cubans    with    muddy    complexions    and    mud- 
bespattered  garments — such  as  they  are.     I'.ut  \\heii  these 
forests  are  cleared  and  the  daylight  let  into  the  • 
where  the  rich  humus  is  so  deep  as  to  l»e  ine\i 
there  will  in  all  probability  be  houses  enough  around  tin- 
stations.      At    present,    the    prospect   is    :  our- 
aging,  except  in  its  immensity  of  op|>ortunity  for 
man  who  shall  drop  int..  the  right   place,  in  tl: 
spot  of  Cuba.     It  is  more  than  a  "  spot,"  too,  being  per- 
haps a  hundred  n                                 ijacent  to  the  railroad 
and  extending  hack  for  miles  ami  n. 

Just  before  dark   \\  ion  of  Cacocum. 

which  is  of  importance  chiefly  on  account  of  its  stage 

nection  with  the  town  of  Ilotguin.  whence  there  is  a 

railroad  to  the  port  of  Gibara  on  the  north  coast.     Why 

nobody    completes    the    few    miles    necessary    to 

all-rail    '  .-en    these    t\\o    important    points,    is   a 

Cuban  conundrum  wl  Ixxly  seems  to  ha\ 
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The  only  means  of  conveyance  at  present  are  a  few 
shaky  stages,  or  fat-bodied  old  volantes,  which  may  be 
seen  lying  alongside  the  platform  like  stranded  porpoises. 
In  the  gathering  gloom,  at  the  next  tla-  station  beyond 
Cacocum,  a  clearing  in  the  forest  is  visible,  where  an 
\merican  has  begun  operations,  with  a  saw- 
mill ami  improved  machinery,  looking  toward  utilizing  the 
native  products,  esjHrially  tin-  timber  and  cabinet  woods. 
Lewiston  is  the  name  of  tlu  "  siding  "  where  two  hundred 
acres  of  forest  trees  have  already  been  removed,  and  the 
•!.an  Products  Company.  Limited."  the  title  of  the  firm 
which  owns  70,000  acres  of  land  here  in  one  large  tract, 
a  portion  of  which  has  been  stocked  with  cattle. 

Darkness  has  entirely   enve!o|>ed   MS   liy   the  time  AltO 
i-  <1.  and  we  consider  this  as  a  misfortune,  for 
Alto  Cedro  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant   |N  >int  N  alonij  the   line,  although   at   present   con- 
MK  chieth   of  a  few  huts.  i  building,  and  a 

general  store.     For,  here  the  main  west-east  hue  diverges 
•'iward.  while  a  northerly  spur  is  In-ing  constructed  to 
Nipe  I '.ay,  which  is  known  as  the  finest  natural  port  in 

The  name  "  Alto  Ccdro,"  the  Tall  Cedar,  gives  a  hint  of 
the  forcstal  character  in  this  region  where  the  big  trees 
prevail,  and   where  the  really  tropical  province  of  San- 
0  holds  promise  of  \v-etal  wonders.     This  sp< 

•th  south,  east-west,  and  as  the 

iwardly  to  the  coast  it  plunges  into  a 

•ct  wilderness  of  w«»nders  Monging  to  the  vegetable 

;<lom.     As  it  crosses  the  headwaters  of  the  Cauto  and 

crowd  upon  the  track,  as  they 

did  a  hundred  miles  further  hack  :    but  here  they  display, 
if  possible,  a  gn  dth  of  epiplutic  and  j»arasitic 
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plants  pla-tercd  upon  their  branches  and  affixed  t«»  their 
trunks, 

It  seemed  to  me,  many  miles  hack  on  the  mad.  that  I 
had  seen  nearly  all  the  wild  orchids  in  the  world  riti 
astride  the  limbs  of  the  forest  trees  or  hanging  fmm  their 
branches,  but  here  they  quite  bewildered  me  with  their 
variety  and  profusion.     There  were  grea 
with   spikes  of  blossoms,   some   with   great    <1 
leaves;  some  win-  attached  to  the  lianas  which  dt. 
every  tree,  some  affixed  to  the  rough  bark,  some  a. 
suspended  in  mid-air  to  a  slender  "  lialine."  or  cord 
like  vine  that  came  down  from  somewhere  up  above,  i 
out  the  canopy  of  verdure — and  there  it 
of  exceeding  beauty,  yet  only  one  of  thousands,  and  per- 
haps millions,  in  that  forest  pierced  by  the  parallel 
which  reached  from  somewhere  to  somewhere,  but  here 
were  apparently  drifting  off  into  nowhere. 

The  silk-cottons  were  the  gr;i  tli  y   t- 

above  all  other  trees  of  the  lowlands.  ever\  \  :  the 

burdens  they  bore  of  par.  epiphytes  were  c 

mensurate  with  their  vast  bulk.     They  are.  the 

only  large  trees  which  that  piratical  parasite,  the  "  wild 
fig."  dares  not  attack,  probably  on  account  of  their  bulky 
bole  and  extensive  buttresses. 

All    the    trees    were    \\..\-i-n    together    by    lianas    and 
bcjucos,  the  vines  and  hush-ropes,  which  seemed  of  in- 
terminable length,  and  which  were  comparable  onl 
the  rigging  of  a  Hrobdignagian  Imp,  in  their  nit 
They  lined  the  lengths  of  forest  .  formed  a 

ligneous  latt  In-side  the  track,  which  it  almost 

seemed  necessary  for  the  engineer  to  cut  with  a  ma> 
ere  he  could  force  the  hnmgh. 

The  scene  changes  at  <  :  n,  or  Dos  Caminos, 
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MI,  but  equally  iK-utitiful  effects  are  presented 
.iturc  subdued  ami  cult  through 

!  wildeni.  Mddcnly  emerge  int..  a  \eritable 

paradise,  so  far  .  '   products  are  concerned. 

We  are  now  in  a  region  of  rounded  hills,  each  hill  or 
knoll  cn»\\iH-d  with  a  group  of  pahns.  or  a   single  tree 
with  soft  and  feathery   foliage  outlined  against  the  >ky. 
Sometimes  the  hills  have  palm-thatched  Imhios  JH.- relied 
upon  them,  and  their  slopes  covered   with  coffee  tr 
cacaos,  manj^K.  oranges.   au<l   linu-s.     The   product 
ihe.se  Hesperian  gardens  are  hrought  to  the  stations  for 
sale,  as  at  Cristo,  where  the  primitive  stalls  are  full  of 
gleaming  fruits  of  every  hue  and  flavor.      \nd  thus  it  is 
all  tin-   way  to  Santiago:  the  track  Ixirdcred   with   fruit 
trees,  the  air  filled  with  fragrance.  s«»  that  y»n  may  know 
what  you  are  passing  through,  even  though  it  be  night. 


THE  CUBAN  AS  HE  WAS  AND  AS  HE  IS 

Cubatw  and  his  costume— Why  he  wears  a  dirt-color  gar- 
ment—As to  his  ancestry  —  What  the  Spaniard 
Indians  —  A  Cuban  on  the  Cubans  —  Why  the  islanders  do 
not  indulge  in  fire-water  —  Their  temperance  and  hoi: 
Common  people  kind  and  courteous  —  Where  blood  is  t 
than  water  —  The  commercial  instinct  of  the  Spaniards  — 
Not  hospitably  inclined  —  Hard-headed  and  hard-hearted  — 
An  Asturian  custom  —  The  Asturians  in  Cuba  —  Upper 
classes  cold  and  calculating  —  The  author  entertained  in  a 
bohio  —  An  erstwhile  revolutionist  —  How  the  money  sharks 
are  depriving  the  patriots  of  their  pensions  —  Political  agita- 
tion—  Don  Tomas  and  General  Maximo  Gomez  —  Cuba's 
greatest  Cuban  not  a  native  —  Brief  biography  of  IV 
Palma  —  The  Cuban  not  incurably  lazy— But  he  will  not 
change  his  costumbrcs  —  He  plows  with  a  stick  and  tortures 
his  oxen  —  The  Spanish-American  innately  cruel  —  An 
encounter  with  some  natives  —  The  senorita  and  her  cigar- 
ette—  Something  about  the  Cubana  —  Society,  schools,  and 
churches  —  The  feeling  of  security  in  Cuba  —  Contrasted 
with  Mexico — Brigands,  policemen,  and  rural  guards  —  Few 
locks  on  doors  of  country  houses  —  Bull-fights  banished  and 
cock-fights  "on  the  sly,"  only. 

Tl  IK  subject  for  vivisection  in  this  chapter  i 
Cuban.     Perhaps    I    used    the   term    vi 
inadvertently,    for   that    implies   the   cutting  up 
of  something  alire,  when  there  are  people  who  dn 
that    the    Cuban   does   not   come   under    that    category. 
has  practically  been  dead  a  long  time,  the\   ny,  hut 
his  friends  have  forgotten  to  bury  him.      1 
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ted  view,  however,  due  to  prejudice,  putting  which 
I  say,  the  Cuban  is  still  very  much  alive — for  a 
corpse. 

The  first  one  of  my  acquaintance  I  met  nearly  a  quarter 

century  ago,  and  I  can  picture  him  yet.  as  lie  appeared 

to  my  astonished  vision  clad  in  flowing  pantaloncs — which 

are  a  sort  of  a  cross  Ut  nts,"  tn -users,  and  a 

petticoat — a  shirt  once  white,  hut  at  that  time  the  color  of 

his  native  soil,  and  worn  outside  his  nether  garments,  the 

r  held  up  by  a  leather  belt,  into  which  was  thrust  a 

machete,  or  Spanish  cutlass. 

Ni>  feet,  otherwise    bore,  were    -tuck   into   Moorish 

alfargatas,  or  hcm|>cn  sandals,  which  were  held  in  place 

by  a  thong  between  the  big  toe  and  the  one  next  to  it  on 

id  was  a  tattered  sombrero,  and  in 

nouth  the  inevitable  and  deadly  cigarette.     That  is, 

dcadlv  to  anybody  save  Cubans  or  Mexicans;  but  they 

are  °  proof." 

vntury  elapsed,  as  intimated,  between 

my  first  visit  to  I'nha  and  my  last  ;  but  this  last  lime  I  saw 
the  same  old  l/nhan.  putting  the  same  sort  of  cigar. 
and  'ly.  that  same  old  shirt.     Now,  I  do 

not  mean  to  say  that  the  Cuban  never  dons  a  clean  camisa, 
as  he  calls  it ;    for  I    have  seen  it  white    and    shining, 
lied  as  stiff  as  a  board,  and  standing  out  all  round 
him  like  the  old-fashioned  crinoline  our  mothers  used  to 
r.     But — and  -  a  curious  circumstance — the 

every -day  apparel  of  the  Cubano,  especially  of  the  faisano, 
or  countryman,  though  perhaps  originally  white,  is  gen- 
erally dirt  color. 

I   never  ventured  to  inquire  why  this  was  thus,  but 
drawn   the   conclusion   from  my  own   inner  con- 
sciousness— as  the  Dutchman  drew  the  elephant— that  it 
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came  from  his  many  years  of  fighting  the  Spaniards. 
That  is,  like  certain  birds  and  four-footed  aniii 
\\hich  change  their  feathers  or  fur  from  brown  in  the 
summer  to  white  in  the  winter,  and  vice  versa,  he  has 
actively  adopted  the  dirt-color  arrangement  as  a 
sort  of  "protective  coloration"  scheme,  lieing  then  of 
"the  earth  earthy."  he  was  remit  lous 

to  the  Spaniard  in  war-time;  and  now  that  peace  re; 
in  Cuba,  he  either  cannot,  or  cares  not  to,  get  rid  of 
the  habit. 

Perhaps  he  doesn't  want  to;    for  in  a  land  where  the 
soil   is  mostly    a    red    and    tenacious   clay,    which    K 
everything  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  the  ii 
tives    to    cleanliness    are    not    overwhelmingly    abun- 
dant.    \Vc  will  give  the  Cuban  the  benefit  of  the  d 
and  admit  that  while  the  average  paisano  might  ap 
cleaner  than  he  is,  and  assuredly  can't  look  dirtier,  it 
may  be  altogether  the   fault  of  the  climate — a 
the  cook  declared    when    she   burned   the   s: 

As  to  the  ancestry  of  the  Cttbano,  let  me  remark  that 
he  is  a  composite  reproduction  of  Spaniard.  Indian,  and 
African,  with  a  complexion  dei»eiiding  upon  the  racial 
predominance  of  white,  red.  or  black  man  am* 
progenitors.  There  are  still  white  men  in  Cuba,  and 
there  arc  also  many  black  men.  wit!  it  ion 

between  them;    there  arc  n.»  longer  any  red,  or  coj 
colored  individuals,  known  as  Indians.     This  comes  from 
a  cheerful    habit    the    Spaniards   of   the   sixteenth 
tury  had,  of  trying  their  swords  on  the  craniums  of 
Indians  almost  even-  morning  before  breakfast    Orig- 
inally t!  hundred  aliorigines  in  ( 
but   when   the   S:  thmugh    with   them   ' 
were  not  enough  to  populate  a  vacant  lot. 


CUBAN  AS  III!  WAS  AND  IS         93 

44  Upon  these  Lambes  so  meek,  so  qualified  and  endued 
•heir    Maker,"    (wrote    Las    Casas,    according    to 
I  Pilgrims."  published  1625)  "entered  the 
viards.  as  \\"l\v>.  as  Lyons,  I  I,  most  cruel, 

•ng  time  famished,  and  did  naught  else  than  tear 
them  in  pieces,  kill  them,  martyr  them,  and  torment 
thorn.  1).  sort  of  cruelties  neither  seen  nor  read, 

nor  heard  of  the  like;  so  far  forth  that  of  above  three 
millions  of  Souls  that  were  in  the  isle  <>f  Hispaniola — and 
that  seen — there  arc  not  now  above  two  hundred 

.  es  <,f  the  Country  left.     . 

"The  cause  \\hy  the  Spanish  have  de-"  ich  an 

infinite  number  of  Souls  hath  been  only  their  desire  to 

'  inld  and  t<>  enrich  themselves  in  a  short  time;   or, 

D  a  word,  their  Avarice  and  Ambition.     And  by 

this  mean*  have  died  so  many    Millions,  without   Faith 

and  without  Sacrament. 

"  Further  note  here,  that  in  whatever  Part  of  the  Indies 
the  Spanish  have  come,  they  have  enormously  exercised 
•lie  Indians,  these  innocent  Peoples,  the  cruelties 
aforesaid,  and  invented  day  by  day  new  Torments,  huger 
and  monstronser :  wherefore  God  also  gave  them  over 
to  fall  headlong  down  with  a  more  cxtream  Downfall, 
into  a  reprob.v 

What  the  Spaniards  did  in  Hispaniola,  or  Santo 
Domingo,  they  also  did  in  Cuba,  with  the  result  as  stated 
above.  The  Indians  are  gone;  Spanish  excesses  have 
been  restrained;  but  Spanish  character  is  the  same  as 

-  three  hundred  years  ago. 

*'  Tin-  ('••'  vs  a  native  writer, 44  is  a  descendant  of 

the  Spanish  c«>l,,nixt  that  came  to  the  island  with  Colum- 

.  and  of  the  female  Indians  that  were  in  Cuba  when 

discovered.    The  negro  and  mulatto  born  in  the  island 
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-<)  called  I'uhan.  but  f«»r  the  mere  fact  of  being  born 
here;   the  mulatto  is  a  mixture  of  the  white  man  and  the 
ess.     So   the    real   Cuban    is   a   descendant   of   the 
Spanish  colonist  and  the  female  In<! 

It  is  well  to  be  accurately  informed  at  the  outset;  but 
we  will  extend  the  term,  Cuban,  to  include  all  rcsi<l 
of  the  island,  whether  toasting  sanguineous  o 
(on  the  female  side)   with  the  long-extinct  al» 
or  derived  l>y  diiect  importation  from  Spain,  the  "  mother 
country  "  of  both  Don  and  donk 

The  aim  of  this  roundabout  ramble  into  the  field  of 
history  is  to  show  how  the  Cuban  came  hy  his  vices  and 
his  virtues — such  is.  The  aboriginal  inhabr 

were  gentle  and  refined — for  savages — and  very  abst< 
ous.     Strange  to  say,  the  Spaniards  \\-erc  also  abstenr 
so  far  as  abstention  from  fire-water  is  concerned;  but 
the   Spaniard  of  history  has  established  a   record   for 
indulgence  in  carnal  vices  second  to  none  other  in  the 
world.    These  he  indulged  at  the  expense  of,  first,  the 
Indians,  then   the   Negroes,  then  the  native  Cubans  of 
whatever  complexion. 

Hence,  racially  speaking,  the  Cuban  conies  naturally 
enough  by  his  instincts  of  cruelty:  hut  through  inheri- 
tance from  neither  one  race  nor  the  other  is  he  inclined  to 
indulge  in  strong  drink. 

IVrhaps  the  noteworthy  lack  of  crime  in  the 
is  owing  to  the  temperance  of  t1i«  In  a  local 

guide  to  Havana,  \\  •  1  published  by  a  int- 

read:    "The  Cuban  is  not  given  to  the  strong  drinks. 

seldom  that  a  drunk  man  is  seen  in  I 
and  I  may  add,  or  anywhere  else,  as  to  that  matter.     I 
have  been  in  every  one  of  tli  ces  of  Cuba. 

beginning  at  Pinar  del   Rio  and  ending  at   Santiago, 
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•urney  as  far  as  Camaguey  ami  NV. 
and   have  yet  to  see  a  Cuban  under  the   influence  of 
I  may  have  si-ui  ->mc  drunken  men  on  previous 
:  hut  have  no  recollection  of  the  fact. 
It  may  have  been  owing  to  their  "  capacity,"  for  most 
redly  the  Cubans  do  imbibe  largely  of  light   v. 

of  the  Spanish  variety  ;  or  it  may  have  been 
because  the  kind  of  liquor  they  drink  does  not  readily 
e.     One  might,  in  fact,  drink  a  bucketful  of  the 
corricntc,     the     rin     ordinaire     imjK>rted      from 
•;i.  without  gettin.  half-seas  over."     It  is  on 

">!e  of  the  Spanish  restaurants,  and  is  almost  as 
free  as  water;  but,  whether  it  be  owing  to  the  kind  of 
liquor  the  Cuban  is  prone  to  imbibe,  or  to  his  superior 
44  capacity,"  the  fact  remains  that  he  rarely  gets  drunk. 

Neither  is  the  native,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
observe,  any  more  given  to  dishonesty  than  to  drunken- 
ness. With  the  sole  exception  of  the  cabmen  (who  are 
generally  considered  as  an  exempt  class  all  over  the 
world),  the  Cubans  practice  few  if  any  of  those  despic- 
able tricks  by  which  the  traveler  is  forced  to  give  up 
his  change.  l"«>se  and  otherwise.  Make  a  bargain  with 
•  »f  them  (cabmen  and  drivers  exo  .ml  they 

will  generally  stick  to  the  agreement  ;    or  if  they  back 
out,  will  do  so  from  some  motive  other  than  pecuniary. 
It  is   remarkable  that,  operating  upon   such   diverse 
clem  be  Indian  races  of  America  and  the  imported 

ans,  the  Spaniards  of  the  old  days  should  have 
evolved  a  mixed  people  more  or  less  homogeneous. 
The  Spanish  charac  have  been  ineffaceably 

j>ed  upon  these  people,  and  it  is  quite  natural  that 
the  natives  should  look  toward  them,  rather  than  toward 
the  Anglo-Saxons  from  the  States. 
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Mood  is  thicker  than  holds  good  here, 

this  is  why,  after  having  suffered  so  terribl  -pan- 

the  i 'nl un».  not  only  tolerate  the  S] 

but  hug  them  to  their  hearts.     The  Spaniards  still  con- 
trol all  the  great  business  affairs  of  the  country ;    the 
streets  of  the  capital  are  full  of  Catalan  and 
draymen,  and  the  cafes  of  Amlahisian 
be  that  the  Cuban  character  is  long-suffering,   if  not 
pusillanimous,    when    Cubans    allow    themselves    to    be 
override!-  they   are)    by   the    insolent   Spaniards. 

The  latter  have  the  business  faculty  developed  to  an 
extraordinar>  while  the  Cubans  in  1  do 

not  possess  it  at  all.     As  hull-fights  a  >hcd 

the  island  and  cock-fights  prohibited  and  indi: 
in  only  "on  the  sly."  the  bloodthirsty  instincts  of  the 
Spaniards  are  now  turned  into  another  channel.  They 
are  still  after  their  pound  of  flesh,  and  if  blood  flows 
incidentally  to  the  getting  of  it,  so  much  the  more  to  their 
liking.  The  Spaniards  in  America  always  were,  and 
probably  always  will  be,  keen  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
"almighty  dollar  '.id  sucked,  vam; 

like,  the  last  drop  of  blood  from  aboriginal  YI 
turned  to  exploiting  the  native  resources  c«r  ;ions 

they  hapi>encd  to  be  in,  and  only  as  a  rsort 

took  up  with  agriculture — the  raising  of  sugar-cane  and 
tobacco. 

At  present    the  Spaniards  arc  c 

in  Cuba,  for    while  you  r  atch  a  Turk  and  find 

a  Tartar,"  you  cannot  scratch  a  Cuban   in  comni 
without  finding  a  Spanish  Creole  beneath  the  c 
These   Spaniards   in   Cuba,   regarded   from  an   Anglo- 
Saxon   view-point,   are   not   \> 
inclined.      Most   of   them   are   of   A^tu: 


•          " 
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kii'.w   tin-   Asturian  custom   \\hen   a   male   chi! 

»k   it   over   the   head    with   a   plate.     If  the 

plate  is  broken  tlu-  child  is  considered  tlu-  riijit  sort  to 

;   hut  if  it  docs  not  break,  and  the  youngster's  skull 

is  cracked  instead,  it  is  held  not  to  be  worth  the  cost  of 

.      S.»   tin-    hard  headed    ones    survive,   and    many 

of  them  come  to  Cuba,  where  they  engage  in  business, 

to  the  exclusion  of  the  real  owners  of  the  island. 

It  is  significant  of  the  strength  of  the  Asturians  in 
Cuba  that  there  is  a  single  society  in  Havana  containing 
more  than  14,000  members.  It  owns  its  clubhouse  in 
the  capital,  maintains  a  hospital  and  a  magnificent  sana- 
torium in  the  suburbs,  insures  the  lives  of  its  members 
for  a  small  annual  fee,  and  is  altogether  one  of  the 

«»f  its  kind  in  the  world. 

Respecting  my  remark,  that  the  lack  of  the  hospitable 

trait  is  apparent  at  a  glance,  I  recall  some  experiences 

of  my  own.  in  connection  with  my  land 

in   1891-92,  to  invite  Cuba  to  participate  in  the  Rxpo- 

13.      It  was  the  chief  part  of  my  mission 

to  secure  the  appointment  of  a  local  commission  by  the 

for    the    purpose    of    collecting    and 

arranging  the  various  exhibits  of  the  island.     Four  weeks 

passed   before   this   was   accomplished,   but    when    the 

ral  had  his  list  published  it   was  seen  that 

had   included   nearly   every   man   of  importance   in 

There  were  thirty-five  men  in  this  local 

junta.  lu-arly  every  man  entitled  to  be  called  "  excclcn- 

inclmling  two  real  marquises,  bearing  the  his- 

toric titles  of  Balboa  and  Duquesne. 

There  were  several  of  the  great  cigar  manufacturers, 
\\lio  pr  I  have  no 

recollection  of  having  been  offered  a  single  cigar.     More 
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than  tliis.  though  I  was  for  a  time  their  coadjutor,  offici- 
ally  accredited    to   tlu-ir   Government,   and   in   a   sense 
their  guest,  not  one  of  those  Spaniards  seemed  to  have 
entertained  the  notion  that   it   would  l>c  a  graceful 
to    dine    me    or    wine    me.     They    appeared    to    have 
1  tlu-ir  hospitalities  when  they  had  assured  me 
that  their  houses  and  all  they  contained  were  mine: 
all  the  time  in  desperate  fear  that  I  might  take  them  at 
their  word. 

Letters  of  introduction  ?    Yes,  barrels  of  them,  so  to 
speak  :  hut,  when  you  have  once  heard  the  money-seeking 
Spaniard  ask  of  you.  in  a  cold  and  calculating  voice,  on 
the  presentation  of  such  a  letter,  "Well,  what  do 
want  ?  "  you  are  not  in  eager  haste  to  present  anoth 

In  pleasing  contrast  to  my  receptions  by  the  "upper 
classes"  in  Cuba,  as  well  as  in  Spain  and    V 
place  my  invariable  experiences  with  the  poorer  people. 
It  may  IK-  the  universally  leveling  and 
of  dire  poverty,  continued   through   gem-ratio: 
Spain;    or  it  may  be  that  where  the  wants  are  fe 
and  the  aim   is  humblest,  the   visitor  is  not  regarded 
as  an  object  of  exploitation. 

In  one  of  my  rambles  I  came  across  the  palm-leaf 
bohio   of   Sefior   Don    Valentini    Betancourt,    snuggled 
securely  beneath  the  shade  of  a  great  mahogany 
I  had  taken  a  long  walk  in  the  woods,  and  the  clearing 
in    which    stood   the   bohio   of   Senor   Betancourt   was 
separated  from  the  last  one  by  more  than  two  n 
The  forest  was  dense,  the  trail  obscure,  the  hour  late, 
ami  quite  naturally  I  stopped  at  the  hut  for  information, 
which  was  cheerfully  given. 

Senor  Betancourt  was  clad  in  a  ragged  shirt,  worn 
extremely  dirty,  as  well  as  expansive  /MUM 
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'mist   into,  or  rather,  perched 

up.. n   roj»e-soled   "all  kept   in  place   by   th 

between  his  toes.    A  shapeless  sombrero  topped  Si 

•urt's  frowsy  locks  and  completed  his  attire; 
jh  mention  is  due  to  the  big  machete  hanging  at  his 
like  a  rude  s\\ord.  and,  of  course,  the  ever  present 

between  his  1 

roof  of  the  bohio  was  of  palm  thatch,  the  floor 
was  of  native  mud,  and  skating  across  the  latter  were 
numer.'Us  duvks  and  lu-ns.  which  evidently  roosted  with 
the  family,  at  night,  in  t!  ung  room,  where  the 

bamboo  bed  was  raised  about  a   foot   from  the  floor. 
re  was  only  one  bed  visible;    but  several  hammocks 
swung    fn»m    the    rafters,    and    the    r.n.f    \\as    otherwise 
tied  with  .strips  of  pork  and  tasajo,  or  dried  beef, 
onions,  bananas,  and  plantains,  among   \\hich   hun 
hoop  of  bejuco  or  native  vine,  containing  a  chattering 
pan 

Judging  from  their  attitude  of  smiling  expectancy. 
the  family  were  penetrated  with  extreme  admiration  of 
their  chance  guest,  and  were  anxious  to  do  him  every 
honor  possible.  They  were  not  inquisitive,  vet  they  con- 
trived to  convey  to  the  stranger  a  consuming  interest  in 
his  far-distant  family,  an«:  d  the  hope  that  next 

time  he  honored  them  with  a  visit  he  would  bring  his 

and  babies  with  him. 

Senor  Betancourt  admitted  that  he  had  been  a  rabid 
revolutionist  during  the  war.  and  that  he  had  hidden 
out  in  those  very  woods  around  his  dwelling  for  man 
long  and  wear\  month.  It  wasn't  so  bad.  he  said,  for 
the  Spaniards  rarely  found  him  out.  and  when  they  did 
all  he  had  t« •  '!•>  was  to  "cut  and  run  for  it."  His  chief 
concern  was  for  his  family,  which  sometimes  shared  his 
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hiding-places  and  sometimes  ventured  honic  to  the  hut 

and  garden.     I  le  had  no  very  poignant  grief  to  express 

the   imjxjssihility  of  doing  any  work,  during  the 

of  the  ri'viilutionary  period;  and  in  fact  seemed  to 

regard  the  hles.sings  of  freedom  as  of  somewhat  doubtful 

value.  w«»n  ami  preserved  as  the)  were  by  constant  toil. 

Toil  ami  Sefu.r  P.etancourt  evidently  had  had  a  falling 
out,  loni;  1'ut  he  had  no  grievance  against  the 

world.     Quite  the  contrary,  he  believed  it  was  a   \ 
good  sort  of  world,  now  that  the  Spaniards  were  sup- 
-ed  and  one  could  do  as  he  pleased.     lie  would  like 
to  be  allowed  to  carry  a  gun ;  but  as  the  license  cost  $15, 
ami  there  was  not  much  to  shoot,  after  all,  i  >t  as 

well,  jxrhaps.     He  hoped  to  get  his  ]>ension  money  soon, 
and  in  point  of  fact  had,  like  too  many  others  of  hi> 
countrymen,   already   hypothecated    it   to   the   "  m 
sharks  "  for  about  25  per  cent,  of  its  full  value. 

"  Hut  what  could  you?"  he  asked  with  a  shrug  of 
shoulders.     "  We  have  waited  for  years  for  that  pension, 
and  25  per  cent,  is  Ix-tter  than  notli 

"  <  >ne  hundred  JKT  cent,  is  better  still."  I  suggested. 

"  Yes,  perhaps;  but  think  of  the  long  time  to  wait. 
Senor!  Perhaps  a  year,  and  v  .11  be  dead  in  that 

time!    Now  is  better  than  by  and  by,  especially  when  it 
is  to  have  money  to  spend !  " 

The  Oh-be- joy  ful  Present  was  vastly  more  to  him  than 
the  doubtful  Future,  even  with  a  golden  spoon  in  its 
mouth. 

No,  the  Cuban  has  not  changed  one  whit  since  we 
first  became  acquainted,  away  back  in  the  "  eighties." 
The  waves  of  the  American  invasion  may  have  rolled 
over  him,  may  have  tumbled  him  about  in  the  surf,  and 
knocked  him  off  his  feet;  but  he  smilingly  emerged, 
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uporarily    extinguished    cigarette,    and 
kept  on  his  humble 

At  least,  so  it  apjH-ars  to  me,  for  he  still  pursues  his 
though  aimless  career,  apparently  unconcerned 
ther  General  Maximo,  "  Don  Tomas,"  or  some  un- 
known American,  occupies  the  position  of  supreme  power. 
There  have  been  agitations.  "  jmlitioal  upheavals,"  and 
gritos,  for  this,  that,  and  the  other  aspirant  for  political 
>rs;  but  at  heart  the  average  Cuban  remains 
unchanged 

The  heroes  of  his  heart  are  the  aforementioned  "  Don 
Tomas  "  and  <  leneral  Maximo  Gomez,  tin-  "  Washington 
of  Cuba,"  who  lives  in  a  modest  house  on  an  obscure 
street  near  the  Prado  in  Havana.     It  may  seem  a  con- 
tradict i«m  of  terms,  but  the  greatest  Cuban  is  not  a 
ve  of  Cuba,  having  been  born  in  Santo  Domingo. 
It  was  owintf.   I   think,  to  my  acquaintance  with  that 
I.  that  the  old  hero  gave  me  a  most  cordial  reception, 
when  I  called  on  him  at  his  house.     Although  I  went  to 
him  a  if  \ve  soon  became  well  acquainted,  and 

before  I  left  he  voluntarily  offered,  and  wrote  for  me,  a 
letter  of  introduction  to  the  governor  of  Puerto  Prin- 
which  was  the  means  of  another  most  agreeable  conver- 
sation on  Cuban  topics  with  one  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  the  island  and  the  events  of  the  war. 

"  Don  Tomas,"  as  perhaps  everybody  knows,  is  Presi- 
dent Tor  ida  Palma,  inaugurated  in  May,  IQO2, 
•  was  born  in  the  little  town  of  Hayamo,  Santiago 
province,  in  18^5.     Although  his  birthplace  is  an  isolated 
•  was  a  wealthy  plaiv  red 

him  for  the  bar  and  •  for  him  well.     But  when 

he  was  thirty-three  years  old  he  joined  the  insurgents 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Ten  Years'  war.     He  rose  to 
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the  rank  of  general  and  afterward  filled  the  presidential 
chair  of  flic  insurrectionist  provisional  government. 

Then  his  family  estates  were  confiscated,  his  mother 
was  killed  by  Spanish  troops,  and  in  1877  he  was  hi: 

ired  and  taken  to  Spain.     There  he  was  kept  for 
nearly  two  years  in  prison,  refusing  persistently  to 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  Spain  to  save  hi-  and 

when  he  was  released  he  vowed  he  would  never  return 
to  Cuba  until  she  had  achieved  her  indep-  In 

pursuance  of  this  vow  he  went  to  Hondur  -e  he 

fell  in  love  with  and  married  the  daughter  of  the  j>: 
dent  of  that  republic  and  was  made  postmaster  general. 

After  residing  in  Honduras  a  while  he  went  to  the 
t'nited  S  tiling  at  Central  Valley.  N.  V..  where 

he  opened  a  school  for  boys  and  thus  gained  a  livelihood. 
His  life  in  the  United  States  was  an  open  book  to  all, 
and  especially  well  known,  of  course,  is  his  career  as 
the  head  of  the  Cuban  junta,  with  headquarters  in  the 
city  of  Xew  York. 

Seeing  the  innumerable  company  of  Cubans  loafing 
about  their  "  shacks  "  of  straw  and  palm  leaves  c\ 
where  so  numerous  in  the  country  districts,  and  n- 
their  apparently  insatiable  desire  to  do  nothing  all  • 
and  do  it  thoroughh  -itors  have  concluded 

that   the   Cuban   is   incurably  an   obvious 

conclusion,  in  fact,  and  I  rised  to  be  told  by  tin 

superintendent  of  a  large  colonization  scheme  that  Cuban 
labor  as  he  found  it  was  not  only  regular,  hut  reh 
He  had   more  than  a  hundred  men  at  work. 
land   and   planting  orange   trees,   engaged    all   dav    and 
every  day.   from  t  tffl     (aril    (\\ith   tu 

suspension  of  labor  in  the  heat  of  the  day),  and  had  no 
cause  for  complaint. 


^ 
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'1  IK  mm  arc  faithful,  willing,  and  in  their  way  indus- 
triou>.  their  faults  b<  e  of  an  ignorant,  simple- 

minded    people,  given   somewhat    to    superstition    and 
holding  in  reverence  local  and  racial  traditions.     They 
still  prefer  the  machete  to  the  bush-so  the  and  grass-hook, 
1  implement  as  well  as  weapon. 

In  this  respect  the  Cuban  is  unchanged;  it  is  doubtful 
if  l.e  ever  will  change.  He  will  spread  out  his  hands  and 
shrug  bis  shoulders  (rolling  and  lighting  anoth 

the  while)  when  shown  the  superior  tools  of  the  for- 
eigners; he  may  make  sporadic  attempts  to  adopt  them, 
hut  almost  invariably  will  fall  back  upon  his  -primitive 
implement  of  the  time  before  the  flood.  His  ;.ncesters 
always  used  those  implements ;  they  are  good  enough  for 
'»ody.  For  the  Cuban  has  a  great  reverence  for  bis 
ancestors.  "  Es  costumbrc " — it  is  the  way  of  our 
people — is  his  fetish,  which  be  worships  absolutely.  Now 
it  is.  and  alwa\  -  has  been,  costumbrc  to  yoke  the  oxen  by 
the  horns,  and  to  plow  the  land  with  a  crooked  stick, 
course,  it  is  very  painful  to  witness  the  apparent  suf- 
fering of  the  dumb  leasts,  rigidly  fastened  to  ihe  tongue 
of  a  cart,  every  jolt  of  which  twists  their  beads  about  and 
jars  their  nervous  s\  »tem. 

Efforts  have  been  made  to  induce  the  Cubans  10  change 

this  costumbrc.  but  without  avail.    When  the  great  Cuban 

railv.  11  process  of  construction,  orders  were  issued 

for  the  a<l<  -ption  of  yokes,  in  certain  sections,  which  orders 

tillcnly  obe\ed.  then  in  effect  ignored.   When 

the  inspectors  came  around  the  oxen  were  found  toiling 

actually  in  the  yokes,  or  else  turned  out  to  pasture 

with  galled  necks  and  shoulder-.     It  was  not  long  before 

the  order  w.  id  now  it  would  be  difficult  to 

discover  a  team  of  oxen  yoked  up  in  the  fashion  so  thor- 
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dopi-rd  l.y  tin-  names.  It  seems  still  a  mooted 
question,  indeed,  whether  the  oxen  can  do  more  work 
yoked  in  the  American  or  the  Cuban  st 

As  to  the  feelings  of  the  beasts  themselves,  the  Cubans 
never  felt  impelled  t<>  inquire,  until  the  inexplicable  Amer- 
ican raised  the  question.  It  seemed,  in  fact,  absurd,  if  not 
ne,  to  inquire  what  the  dumb  bea>t  felt.  Dumb  beasts 
\\ere  created,  the  C'ubans  hold,  to  work  for  man,  and  are 
entitled  to  no  consideration  whatever.  It  may  not  be  true. 
as  some  have  stated,  that  the  broncho  ceases  to  buck  and 
the  mule  to  kick,  in  Spanish-American  countries;  but  at 
all  events  the  bucking  broncho  and  the  kicking  mule  are 
exceedingly  rare  in  these  regions.  The  Spanish-American 
treats  his  dumb  animals  cruelly,  with  hardl  xcep- 

timi  ;  but  the  result  is  that  they  are  thoroughly  convinced 
that  he  is  their  master,  and  rarely  rebel. 

\Yhile  cruelty  seems  to  be  ineradicable,  and  the  Spanish- 
Americans,  including  the  Cubans,  dote  on  cock  ru 
bull  fights,  and  other  debasing  sports,  there  is  a  strain  of 
innate  courtesy  withal.  I  have  exjx;rienced  their  kind 
and  courtesy  on  occasions,  and  always  found  them  un- 
failing. Above  all  else,  the  Cuban  is  good-hearted.  I  find 
him  the  same  in  this  resjK-ct  as  in  the  olden  days.  One 
might  think  that  the  vagaries  of  the  American  soldier  and 
sailor,  especially  when  out  on  a  spree,  and  their  well- 
known  disregard  of  the  social  amenities  on  such  an 
occasion,  would  have  tended  to  sour  the  Cuban  dis- 
position; but  it  seems  to  be  as  sweet  and  simple  as 
era; 

I  once  rode  from  Guana  jay  to  Mariel  in  a  dilapid 
cocht  of  the  ancient  t\pe.  and    in    company    with    three 
natives  of  the  island.     Two  were  n  man  clad  in 

mud-stained  shirt  and  pantaloons,  the  former  worn  un  the 
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and  tlu-ir  un>t»»ckinged  feet  thrust  into  Moorish 
:als. 

The  third  native  was  a  woman,  and  between  us  all  wo 
filk-d  the  cochc  nigh  to  overflowing.       Soon  after  we 
vd  tho  rain  came  down    in    torrents    and  we  were 
•^ed  to  resort  to  every  sort  of  expedient  to  prevent  gct- 
ting  drenched.     Though  thinly  clad  in  cotton  paniu 
my  two  male  companions  ran   tho   risk  of  a   wotting  in 
order  to  give  me  the  best  and  driest  seat,  and  perceiving 
that  the  gloom  of  the  occasion  seemed  to  have  a  depress- 
ing effect  upon  my  spirits,  exerted  tin  to  divert 
me. 

All*  were  smoking,  of  course,  and  when  the  woman 
handed  me,  first  a  cigarette,  and  then  a  light,  I  was  fain 
to  join  them  in  tho  trivial  pastime.     As  the  clouds  of 
smoke  rolled  up,  the  sympathetic  Cuban  nature  sh<> 
f  in  inquiries  as  to  my  family,  and  as  to  whether  I 
very  lonely  so  far  removed  from  home  and  friends. 
They  entered  into  my  description  of  life  in  the  States  with 
infinite  zest,  and   wi  M   in  their  expressions  of 

admiration  for  America  and  the  Americans.  The  senorita 
told  me  vivaciously,  between  puffs,  that  she  was  a 
soltera — a  spinster — and  though  she  owned  in  her  own 
rijit  a  valuable  tract  of  land,  she  had  no  home  of  her  o\\  n 
but  resided  with  married  Mstcrs. 

This  reference  to  the  fair  sex  reminds  me  that  while 
1  have  said  a  great  deal  about  the  Cubano.  or  male  Cuban, 
I  have  almost  entirely  neglected  the  Cubana,  or  the  female 
of  the  family.  That  is  because  I  have  been  six-aking  of 
the  (  u!>;uix  gonerically — as  a  wholo.  and  not  with  respect 
tod  tally.  As  the  whole,  of  COi 

embraces  a  part,  \\hat  has  been  said  respecting  the  Cubano 
;  >  as  \\oll.  allu\\  ing  for  sex,  to  the  Cubana. 
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lliat  there  N  a  fair  KB  in  i 'nlia  goes  without  the  say- 
but  \\hrtluT  sin  apj>ear  attractive,  collectively  and 
individually.  depends  u\*n\  the  ta^te  and  tenijKTainent  of 
the  observer.  When,  as  a  younger  man,  I  visited  I  luvana, 
Santiago,  etc.,  I  was  much  impressed,  I  can  recall,  by  tin- 
flashing  black  e\es.  the  graceful  carriage,  and  the 
coquettish  manners  of  the  Cuban  scnoritas.  But  the;. 
merely  the  Spanish  damsels  trans]''  nd  \*  m.: 

said  of  them  as  of  the  society  and  home  life  in  the 
that  having  seen  them  in  Spain  you  have  nothing  more  to 
add ;  except  that  the  same  remarks  apply  to  the  Sfiioras, 
who  are  the  senoritas  after  they  are  married. 

Society,  schools,  and  churches  illustrate  the  condition  of 
the  people  and  identify  them  with  the  dominant  race  or 
nationality.  The  society  is  Spanish ;  the  schools  are  nu- 
merous and  modeled  after  those  of  the  United  States — 
thanks  to  our  self-sacrificing  educators — and  the  religion 
of  the  masses  is  Roman  Catholic,  some  of  the  churches, 
notably  in  Havana,  Santiago,  and  Puerto  Principe,  com- 
paring favorably,  from  an  architectural  standpoint,  with 
their  prototypes  in  Europe;  though  not  so  large  nor  so 
old  as  the  finest  in  Spain. 

One  of  the  things  that  impresses  the  visitor  to  Cuba,  if 
he  remain  long  and  travel  extensively,  is  the  feeling  of 
absolute  security  that  prevails  throughout  the  island. 
Those  who  have  traveled  in  some  of  the  "doubtful" 
countries  will  know  what  is  meant  when  I  say  that  there 
is  something  assuring  in  the  very  atmosphere.  In  Mexico, 
f'-r  example,  say  twenty  years  ago  or  so,  the  air  was 
vibrant  with  a  sense  of  insecurity,  and  a  lars^e  revolver — 
the  bigger  the  better — was  very  cot  ^tled 

snugly  a.  ic's  hip  or  thrust  into  a  belt. 

In  certain  districts  of  that  count  i|  diieily  the 
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-ibly  and  largely  in  evidence,  that  kept  trouble 
iway  from  the  foreigner,  before  resolute  "  Don  Porfn 
throttled  brigandage  and  brought  the  train  and  highway 
n.l>lH-rs  t.»  unns.  \\'e  know  what  those  terms  were:  his 
oun.  «.iit. 'teed  by  fearless  and  almost  omnipresent  "  ru- 
."  who  stood  the  highwaymen  up  against  a  wall  or  a 
hank,  and  put  bullets  into  them  until  there  was  no  occa- 

iethods  not  so  drastic,  |>crhaps,  nor  on  so  extt 
a  scale  as  were  pursued  in  Mexico  b>  I 'resident  Diaz,  the 
Cuban  authorities  have  finally  rid  their  land  of  banditti. 
The  last  real  brigands  avowedly  of  the  genuine  stamp, 
e  garroted  in  Santiago,  while  I  was  there,  and  since 
then  the  "  rurales  "  have  held  what  they  themselves  con- 
fess arc  veritable  sinecures. 


VI 

COLONISTS  AND  CAPITAL  IN  CUBA 

The  American  colonist  becoming  ubiquitous  —  Belongs  to  a 
superior  class  — What  Cuba  has  to  offer  him  — What  the 
colonizers  offer  —  Vast  tracts  of  fertile  soil,  perfect  climate; 
beyond  the  reach  of  Jack  Frost  —  Interior  of  the 
opened  to  settlement  by  the  Cuba  Railway  —  Kvcrything  on 
earth  may  be  raised  here  —  A  market  for  everything  in  the 
United  States  — How  a  home  may  be  established  — The  best 
section  to  locate  in  —  Capital's  favorites:  sugar  and  tobacco; 
the  humble  colonist's  tropical  fruits  and  "  garden  tmck  "  — 
Isle  of  Pines,  La  Gloria,  Holguin,  and  Ceballos  — The  ele- 
mental requirements  for  getting  a  living  —  Rules  for  good 
health  —  Endemic  diseases  and  insect  pests  —  The  maja  or 
great  Cuban  boa  constrictor  —  A  description  of  the  Isle  of 
Pines  —  A  natural  health  resort  —  Its  girdle  of  treasure- 
galleons— Haunts  of  the  old-time  buccaneers,  where  t  great 
treasure  is  buried  in  the  sea. 

THE  American  colonist  in  Cuba,  if  not  exactly 
ubiquitous,  is  very  much  in  evidence.     E\ 
one  of  the  six  provinces  has  its  colony,  and 
some  of  the  provinces  have  several  settlements,  com- 
posed  largely  of  restless   individuals   from   the   St 
who  have  gone  to  Cuba  hoping  to  better  their  condition. 
Whatever  may  be  their  fortune,  they  cannot  be  considered 
other  than  valuable  acqui^  'iem  have 

money,  many  have  brawn  and  energy,  and  sonic  of  tluin 
have  all  three  comhiin 

ti  all  in  all.  the  class  of  American*  that  has  gone  to 
Cuba,  hoping  to  find  there  the  promised  1 

1 08 


COLONISTS  AND  CAPITAL  IN  CUBA    109 


ml  would  tiiiil  a  \\i-!conu-  an\  \\hrre. 
This  is  taking  int«>  account  the  people  who  have  gone 
to  set  tli-.  t<>  Imild  homes,  and  if  |>ossible  acquire  for- 
tunes, and  having  out  of  the  reckoning  those  who  are 
exploiting  Cuba  for  merely  speculative  pur|X)ses.  Not 
that  these  la>t  may  not.  also,  be  siij>erior  JKTSOIIS  ;  hut 
they  have  not  the  vital  interest  in  the  outcome  which  the 

possess. 

Viewed  at  long  range,  say  from  New  York,  Boston,  or 
Chicago,  the  inabilities.  the  vast  opportunities,  of  the 
f  the  Antilles,  loom  larger  and  grander  than  clo^e 
at  hand.  jH-rhaps.  It  is  the  pcrsj*-ctivc.  of  course,  that  is 
to  blame  for  the  glowing  accounts  ,,f  (*uba  which  one 
reads  i  colonizing,  and  mining  prosper 

the  enchantment  distance  lends,  which  paints  the  picture 
i  brilliant  hues.     Distance  requires  a  telescope,  and 
no  telescope  is  good  unless  it  magnit 

P.m.  taking  a  strictly  imjKTSonal  and  unbiased  view  of 
Cuba  and  its  colonists,  making  every  allowance  for  the 
entlnis:  \\hoha\i  -•!  a  new  coun- 

try to  exploit,  while  at  the  same  time  sympathizing  with 
the  settlers  who  may  not  find  it  all  their  fancy  painted  it  — 
or  rather,  the  "  other  fellow's  "  fancy—  let  us  inquire  into 
the  status  of  the  people  who  have  gone  down  to  possess 
the  land. 

First,  however,  as  to  the  island  itself  :   Is  it  really  worth 

the  while  ?    As  to  that,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  we 

in  Cuba,  an  island  large  enough,  almost,  to  be  digni- 

fied \\ith  the  name  of  country,  more  than  800  miles  in 

45,000  square  miles  in  area,  with  little  more  than 

ten  per  cent,  of  its  soil  under  cultivation,  and  with  more 

than  a  million  acres  of  forest  lar  as  it  does, 

below  the  frost-line,  with  absolute  exemption  from  the 
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•  landers  attendant  IIJMUI  the  cultivation  of  tropical  fruits. 
UN  in  Florida  and  California,  it  has  attracto!  the  uttei. 
of  all  those  engaged  in  that  occupation. 

It  has  a  vast  body  of  fertile  soil,  accumulated  1>\ 
deposition  of  humus  through  uncounted  centuries,  which 
is    almost    if    not    quite    inexhaustihle.     Alx)ve    all,    it 
has  a  climate  the  like  of  which  cannot  be  found  nort: 
the  island  itself.     Its  climatic  advantages  alone  would 
outweigh  wlntevcr  disadvantages  it  possessc s ;    l»ut  these 
latter  are  almost  nil.  or  at  the  most  factitious— the  result 
of  artificial  conditions.    I  "mil  within  a  i  hib- 

ited  to  the  foreigner,  the  interior  of  the  island,  will 
txuutiful  valleys,  plains,  and  f«-:  ted  hills! 

been  uncxploitcd.  and  is  yet  to  a  great  extent,  in  certain 
sections,  unsurveyed. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  by  the  construction  of  the 
great  Cuba  Railway,  alone,  a  territory  including  /<> 
cent,  of  the  island's  area,  with  less  than  40  per  c» 
Imputation,  was  thrown  open,  or  made  available  more  or 

remotely,  to  settlement.      With  scores  of  deep-v. 
harbors,  and  with  a  railway  system  connecting  the  eu 
and  western  pro\  I  offshoots  to  both  coasts  > 

stantly  i:  in  number,  access  is  afforded  to  e 

important  point  in  the  island. 

As  to  Cuba's  strategic  position,  commanding  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  the  Caribbean,  and  almost  in  touch  with  all 
other  islands  of  the  Greater  Antilles.  \\r  huve  nothii. 
do;    but   that   position   counts  in   an   enumeration  ol 
advantages.     These  advantages,  then.  .  cli- 

matic, and  cultural.     As  the  1.  th«-  West -Indian 

•Is.  Cuba  holds  a  dominu:  :ld  a 

West -Indian  Confederation  ever  be  formed  1  be 

.<•  has  often  been  styled.  "  Queen  of  the  An: 
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Palm  Tret  Decapitated  by  Bullets,  San  Juan. 


S   AND  CAPITAL   IX   CIT.A    in 

It    is   in.  .iti..ii   to   x.,\    th;t!  ;ricultural 

net  mi  earth  can  !••  me  |>ortion  or  other  of 

tlie  island,  fn  -in  >trau  herrii ••»  and  j-  :i  the  hill  and 

niounta.:  .  to  cocoaiuits,  coffee,  bananas,  and  pine- 

apples, in  the  tropical  littoral.     Finally,  all  these  prod 

ich  demand  that  they  find  a  ready  sale  in  the 
Unit  anil  such  parts  of  Kuro|>e  as  can  IK-  reached 

without  too  I-  .ige.     C'uha  is  within  three  d 

!  ;^  U-tween  California  and  the  Atlantic 

seaboard    the    distance    is    les*.    \\hile    the    water-borne 

freightage  is  al*»ui  one  fourth  what  it  is  by  rail  from  the 

\\itli  our  great  mctro|x>lis  as  the  objective. 

Tropical  products, at  procnt.and  particularly  citrus  fruits. 

discriminated  against  by  duties  imjwsed  in  favor  of 

Florida  and  C  alifornia.  which  amount  to  about  the  added 

cost  of  freight  from  the  latter  Stair  across  the  continent. 

These  arc  some  of  the  facts  that  have  combined  to  make 

the  island  of  Cuba  seem  alluring  to  the  pent-up  dwellers 

in  the  fro/en   North  in  winter  time.     l'eri>etual  summer 

( \\  Inch,  by  the  \\ay.  is  a  thing  one  can  get  too  much  of  in 

a  very  little  while)  seems  more  attractive  than  six  long 

months  of  winter ;  and  the  prospect  of  raising  one's  own 

•al  fruits,  out  of  doors  and  without  a  greenhouse, 

to  say  the  least. 

So  the  colonist  went  to  Cuba,  led  thither,  perhaps,  by 
the  tlowen  descriptions  of  the  colonizer  and  (in  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  is  likely)  kept  there  by  a  lack  of  the 
\\herewithal  to  return,  whether  satisfied  with  the  country 
or  not.  1  :  .  -t  the  average  colonizer,  of  course, 

the  one  with  small  capital,  who  depends  mainly  on  his 
muscles  for  support.  He  will  naturally  turn  to  small 
fruits,  and  ix-rhaps  to  "  garden  truck,"  for  a  living,  the 
\\hile  with  his  own  hands,  perhaps,  constructing  a  house 
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in  which  t«»  dwell.  I  Ic  has.  probably,  paid  for  a  few  acres, 
cither  \\holl)  «T  in  part,  and  has  been  guided  in  his  i ^ 
by  the-  advice  of  someone  who  knew  as  little  about  the 
subject  as  he  himself.  At  all  events,  he  is  there,  a  stranger 
in  a  strain: i-  l.tnd.  amid  surroundings  altogether  new  and 
!.  with  climatic  and  elemental  forces  to  combat  of 
which  he  has  but  the  faintest  conception.  Planting 
begins  at  the  opening  of  the  rainy  season,  or  in  the 
spring  months.  If  the  colonist  settle  in  Havana  prov- 
ince, or  in  Pinar  del  Rio,  he  will  be  appalled  by  the  gener- 
ally forlorn  appearance  of  the  natives,  clad  in  cotton 
garments  splashed  with  clay-streaks,  sanguineous  in  hue 
and  repulsive  in  aj>j>earance.  The  women,  even,  slatternly 
dressed,  and  most  of  them  carrying  babes  in  their  arms, 
or  leading  children  by  the  hand,  are  clay-bedaubed,  while 
the  native  bohios,  the  rude  huts  of  palm  slabs  and  thatch, 
are  painted  with  Nature's  pigment  two  or  three  feet  from 
the  ground,  the  mud-stains  indicating  the  high-w 
marks  of  the  rainy  season.  Country  travel  is  none  too 
good  in  the  season  of  sunshine,  hut  as  soon  as  the  rains 
commence  it  is  simply  awful,  for  the  roads  are  covered 
with  a  tenacious  clay  almost  as  adherent  as  that  famous 
plaster,  which  "  the  more  you  tried  to  pull  it  off,  the  more 
it  stuck  the  faster." 

ComjK'lled  to  pull  his  weary  feet  out  of  a  succession  of 
clay-pits,  as  he  wallows  through  his  garden  setting  out 
his  plants  or  putting  in  seed,  his  shoes  increasing  in  size 
and  weight  until  they  are  so  large  and  he  m  hardly 

lift  them,  the  Colonist  will  probably  be  inclined  to  murmur. 
And  especially  will  his  thoughts  take  a  pessimistic  turn 
when  the  sun  comes  out  and  bakes  the  clay  to  the  hardness 
of  a  pot;  !.  and  pinches  tin-  life  out  of  what 

tender  seedling  it  gets  within  its  grip! 
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'ilui  >ils  in  tin-  Havana  province,  notably 

in   and    Bboilt    Guinet   ami   tin-    southern    branches   of   the 
I  'nited  !\ail\\a\  I,  ami  this 

ami  tin-  smaller  fruits  that  are  most  jK-rishable.  But 
it  will  not  do  to  depend  u|x>n  the  1  lavana  market,  as  John 
Chinaman  supplies  that  almost  exclusively,  and  he,  as 

,lxnl\  knows,  can  beat  the  world  at  raising  "  truck," 
and  all  the  world  over,  at  that.    Though  the  soils  of  this 

ince  arc  not  so  good  as  some  farther  cast,  here  and  in 

anzas  province  I >e ing  generally  thin  ami  stony, thecon- 
ti-uity  to  the  chief  shipping  |x»rtof  the  island. with  frequent 
fur  the  northern  citirs.  js  a  great  coiisidi -ration. 
Although  some  American  capital  has  been  invested  in 
the  \  m-lta  Aba  jo  region  of  I'inar  del  Rio  province,  and 
adjacent  to  the  fine  natural  port  of  I'.ahia  Honda,  it  will 
probably  not  be  the  vegos  where  the  famous  tobacco  is 
cultivate*  1  that  will  engage  the  attention  of  the  colonist 
with  small  means;  nor  the  great  central  section  in  the 
Santa  Clara  province,  with  its  vaster  fields  of  sugar- 
cane. Tobacco,  as  tb  cs  show,  is  grown  on  the 
relatively  insignificant  amount  of  100,000  acres,  out  of 
Cuba's  grand  total  of  28,000,000;  but  it  has  been  the 
means  of  enriching  a  great  many.  Its  cultivation,  how- 
ever, requires  great  care  and  skill,  acquired  only  by  long 
and  traditional  inheritance  by  natives  from 
natives.  So  it  will  not  do  at  all  for  the  colonist.  NY 
should  he  think  of  sugar-cane,  for  the  great  ingenios  are 
being  gobbled  up  by  corporate  capital  aggregating  in  the 
millions.  The  immense  and  world-renowned  sugar 

es  of  the  central  region  and  the  north  shores  of  San- 
tiago pr«  ainly.  appear  to  occupy  a  large  propor- 
tion of  Cuba's  acreage,  hut  in  reality  cover  only  about 
•\tieth  of  the  total  area. 
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Pinar  del  Ki«>.  ihr  western  province  of  Cuba,  will  not 
be   a    favorite    with    the    oi]<»ni>t    nf    slender    resources, 
because  of  its  poor  soil  in  the  main,  which  is  intole: 
dusty  in  the  dry  season,  and  stick-in-the-muddy  in  the 
The  same,  with  some  qualiticat  i-  l»e  said  of  I  lavana 

province,  and  to  some  extent  of  Matanzas.  Some  \> 
ing  Americans  thought  they  had  secured  a  title  to  the 
earthly  paradise  when  they  invested  a  million  or  so  in  the 
Isle  of  Pines.  About  ten  per  cent,  of  its  1200  square 
miles  is  classified  as  fertile,  and  this  is  found  in  detached 
vales  amongst  the  hills;  a  large  proportion  being  sterile 
upland  and  "  cicncga,"  which  is  the  Spanish  for  swamp, 
being  used  for  that  word  in  the  prospectus  in  which  the 
"  immeasurable  fertility  "  of  the  island  is  set  forth.  Only 
about  one  per  cent,  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  was  formerly  cul- 
tivated, but  since  the  influx  of  the  Americans  with  their 
colony,  the  area  has  been  greatly  increased.  The  culti- 
vable land  remains  the  same,  however,  and  the  incoming 
agriculturists  arc  wrestling  with  the  problem:  ll.»w 
to  get  a  living  from  the  soil,  which  time  alone  can 
solve. 

The  climate  of  the  Isle  of  Pines  is  nearly  perfect,  and 
it  has  the  finest  mineral  springs  in  the  world ;  but  i* 
sixty  mile-  t«>  the  south  of  Havana,  can  be  reached  only 
liy  steamers  drawing  less  than  eight  feet  of  water,  and 
though  it  can  raise  anything  that  "grows  on  top  of 
earth,"  all  products  must  be  first  taken  to  Hatabano,  there 
transshipped,  rail  to  Havana,  with  another  transshipment 
to  port  of  destination.  All  this,  with  the  monopoly  across 
the  c.nlf  of  P.atabano.  means  probably  the  difference  to 
the  grower  between  profit  and  lots. 

With  many  things  in  his  favor,  including  direct  trans- 
portation  to  northern   ports,  even 
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:  colonist  on  tin-  north  coast  of  I'ubn  \\ill  have  to 
a  similar  .situation:     ||,,\v  to  exi>t  \\hile  the  products 
of  the  soil  arc  coming  along.    An  ol>  id  apparently 

•:cihlc  colony  on  the  north  coast  is  that  of  La  (il- 
about  thirty  miles  fn»m  the  port  of  Xuevitas.  which  has 
succeeded,  in  spite  of  many  discouragements,  in  raising 
almost  everything  under  the  sun.     P.ut   La  (iloria  is  with- 
out rail  or  diu-ci  water  communication  with  the  oir 
world,  and  the  sources  of  its  e  ire  as  mysterious 

as  the  impelling  reason  for  locating  it  w! 

A  colon\  !   within  reach  of  civilization  is  Las 

Minas,   on   the    railroad    1  Puerto    Principe   and 

Nuevitas.  and  this  appears  to  be  flourishing.     The  same 
of  the   Hulguin  colony,  and  the  Ceballos; 
though  the  latter,  about  ten  miles  from  C'icgo  de  Avila  on 
the  Cuba  rai!  i.ither  a  cooperative  concern  than  a 

colony,  and  is  most  skillfully  managed. 

Without  committing  myself  to  an  opinion  as  to  the 
:ve  merits  of  these  settlements,  or  of  the  several 
>em.  I  may  MJ  that  all  show  a  determina- 
tion to  hang  on  and  succeed  if  possible.    They  have  pr- 

it  Americans  can  live  and  thrive  in 
Cuba,  and  that  the  island  has  in  it  the  makings  of  ma- 
in-.    In  all  my  wanderings  alxnit  I  did  not  see 
Ann  ho  seemed  to  be  ill ;  though  I  did  see  many 

much  down  in  the  mouth.     This  is  not  saying,  or 
D  implying,  that  t!  -,o  endemic  diseases  there, 

ire,    but   mostly    of    malarial    or    intestinal 
character.* 

•  "  The  Cuban  campaign."  said  General  Ludlow  in  his  testimony 
before  the  war  ;on  committee,  "was  a  race  between  the 

;i?or  of  the  men  and  the  Cuban  malarial  fever  that  lay 
in  wa  ! " 
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My  advice  would  be:    Avoid  a  chill,  and  avoid  bad 
r.     Rise  early,  always  fortify  in  If  with  a  nip 

of  coffee  before  going  out  in  the  m<»rm:  as  much 

in  the  shade  as  possible,  lie  up  at  noontime  for  at  least  a 
couple  of  hours  (take  the  siesta,  which  all  the  nat 
indulge  in),  and  conform  as  much  as  you  can  to  the 
the  natives  lead.    These  rules   I   i: ,  \-elf  have  followed 
during  several  years  in  the  West  Indies,  and  so  can  rec- 
ommend them.    I  have  had  fevers,  and  hard  ones :  in 
contracted  a  mild  case  of  malaria  on  my  last  trip  down : 
hut  they  were  acquired  by  exposure  and  getting  wet. 

While  the  elemental  requirements  for  ^ettin^'  a  living 
by  agriculture  all  e\i>t  in  Cuba,  it  does  not  follow  that 
everybody  can  succeed  even  in  making  both  ends  meet. 
The  fate  of  the  pioneer— everybody  knows  what  tha 

The  monotony  of  country  life  in  Cuba  has  hardly  a 
palliative  for  one  who  comes  from  what  he  so  fondly 
recurs  to  in  his  thoughts  as  "God's  Country."  He  is 
likely  to  get  down-hearted  and  to  mope  about  the 
"  shack/'  instead  of  looking  about  for  the  really  int« 
ing  things  to  be  seen  outdoors  on  ex  •  If  he  sees  a 

centipede,  a  scorpion,  or  tarantula — and  they  are  all  there, 
and  liable  to  make  for  his  "  happy  home  "  when  the  • 
come  down,  preferring  a  dry  thatch  to  a  wet  h« 
ground — he  may  possibly  draw  contrasts  between  life  in 
the  tropics  and  in  the  Nurth.     I(n  passant.  I  max  remark 
that  while  people  are  sometimes  bitten  or  stunt:  l>y  all 
three,  very  few  fatalities  occur;  and  as  for  snakes,  there 
is  nothing  worse  than  the  big  boa,  locally  kn»\vn  as  the 
ma/a,  which,  though  sometimes  attaining  a   I- 
sixteen  feet,  is  entirely  harmless  to  human  beings.     But 
it  likes  fowl  and  dotes  on  chickens,  so  has  to  be  : 
with,  if  the  settlement  be  near  a  forest 
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miming  up,  I  should  say  that,  all  things  considered, 
a  location  on  or  near  the  north  coast  of  the  southeastern 
section  of  Cuba,  which  is  two  degrees  to  the  south  of 
Havana  and  has  a  nearly  perfect  climate,  with  rich  soil, 
permitting  of  ra  h  purely  tropical  products  as 

coffee  and  cacao,  as  well  as  all  the  citrus  fruits  in  per- 
fection, pineappl.  ''-..  uculd  In-  preferable  to  any 
other.  Immense  tracts  of  virgin  soil  are  yet  available, 
and  the  .scenery  comprises  some  of  the  fairest  prospects 
on  earth. 

If,  only,  the  colonist  can  hold  on  for  several  years,  he 
may  be  able  to  overcome  all  the  obstacles  at  present  exist- 

and  become  wealthy  through  indomitable  energy  and 
foresight ;  but  then  again,  he  may  not.  Energy  and 
foresight  count  for  little  as  opposed  to  elemental  and 
climatic  forces.  There  is  small  danger  from  cyclones 
and  hurrican  lally  in  the  western  pa 

but  the  iKT|>etual  strain  of  the  climate  is  something  which 
few  people  from  the  North  can  endure  without  eventually 

ling  the  best  within  them. 

well  known  that  the  American  residents  on  the  Isle 
of  Pines  have  made  a  brave  fight  against  the  treaty  by 
which  the  island  was  to  be  handed  back  to  Cuba,  basing 
their  claims  for  continued  protection  from  the  United 
•poll  their  preponderance  numerically,  financial 
investments  aggregating  several  millions  of  dollars,  and 
the  well-being  of  an  essentially  American 

commun 

One   thir  I    to   have   Ix-cn    overlooked   by    the 

'•  «iters  of  the  Me  of  I  Miles,  and  that  is  the  vast  treas- 
tire  by  \\hich  the  island  is  girdled.  It  is  a  matter  of 
record,  that  •  hips  1»\  the  score  have  been  sunk 

off  the  I  -eli>ta.  as  the  i>Iand  was  known  in  the 
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ancu  <>i    siKer-ladcn   galleons,   which   sometimes 

doubled  the  western  end  of  Cuba  on  their  voyages  home- 
1   from   Mexico  and  Yucatan.     In  the  year   1560    a 
Spanish  ship  went  to  the  bottom  in  a  tcmix  st  when  off 
the  cast  end  of  Isle  of  Tin  tons 

of  silver  from  the  mines  of  <  manabacoa,  and  a  vast  quan- 
tit\  of  treasure  comprised  in  rare  jc\\els. 

The  most  romantic  of  those  tales  of  sunken  galleons 
pertains  to  a  treasure-ship  which  was  lost   in  the 
1679,  and  all  on  account  of  an  Indian  slave,  one  of  the 
last  left  alive  in  Cuba.    He  was  the  property  of  Dona 
Inez  Escobedo,  who  was  taking  him  as  a  present  to  her 
brother,  a  governor  of  one  of  the  Canary  islands.    She 
also  had  a  vast  store  of  jewels,  and  there  was  with  her  a 
distinguished  company  of  retired  officers  of  the  Cr< 
most  of  whom  had  gold  and  silver  in  bars,  from  the  pro- 
li  of  which  they  intended  to  live  in  luxury  in  Spain. 

One  fine  morning,  when  the  galleon  was  a  few  miles  to 
the  southeast  of  the  Isle  of  Pines,  it  was  discovered  that 
she  had  sprung  a  leak,  and  when  the  master  of  the  \ 
started  to  investigate  he  was  met  by  the  sound  of  blows. 
caused  by  the  Indian  slave,  who  with  a  hatchet  \ 
tling  the  ship.     He  warned  the  captain  not  to  advance. 
as  he  himself  was  determined  to  die.  and  meant  to  carry 
down  with  him  the  whole  ship's  company. 

In  order  to  draw  his  fire,  a  black  |]  into 

the  hold;  hut  the  Indian  paid  no  attention  to  him,  and 
went  on  with  his  vengeful  work.  Then  into  the  hold 
sprang  an  old  Spanish  officer,  one  Scnor  Don  Jos 

^allcro  of  renown,  who  with  draw:  need 

in  the  darkness  against  the  desperate  Indian.  Seeing  no 
means  of  escajn*.  and  having  accomplished  his  purpoie, 
the  Indian  crawled  beneath  a  beam  and  drowned  hi- 
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in  the  f.  'iich  soon  gained  upon  the 

pumps  to  such  an  extent  that  the  galleon  sank  with  all  its 

:-es,  the  passengers  barely  saving  their  1 
Within  sight  "f  the  Isle  of  Pines,  in  the  calm  of  a  sum- 
mer sea,  this  galleon  went  down  with  all  its  treasure,  and 
though   many   attempts   have   Uni   made  to  recover  the 
latter,  they  have  n«»t  \  </t  succeeded.     To  keep  her  com- 
pany, one  of  the   infrequent   hurricanes   that   sometimes 
occur  off  the  southwest  coast  of  Cuba  sent  to  Davy  Jones' 
locker  a  galloon  which  had  been  captured  by  a  buccaneer. 
This  buccaneer  was  the  redoubtable  Bartholomew  Portu- 
e,  a  crafty  corsair,  whose  headquarters  were  at  the 
id  of  Tortuga,  off  the  north  coast  of  Haiti.     Prowl- 
ing about  the  Isle  of  Pines,  lie  suddenly  came  upon  and 
captured  a  ti  up  with  half  a  million  dollars' worth 

of  gold  and  silver  bars.     He  had  hardly  set  the  Spanish 
v   adrift,   after  cutting  the   throats  ral,  as  a 

•ning.  when  a  hurricane  sprang  up  that  sent  his  ship 
.nd    there    she    lir>(    presumably,   to-day, 
neither  ship  nor  treasure  having  been  seen  since  that  time. 


JAMAICA.  oi'KKN  OF  Till-  ANTILLES 

Distance  from  Santiago  to  Jamaica  —  Port  Antonio  and  Kings- 
ton—Blue Mountain  Peak  and  the  way  to  it  — Valleys, 
streams,  and  ridges  —  The  land  of  springs  —  Three  tones  of 
vegetation  —  All  the  fruits  of  the  Tropics  —  No  description 
can  do  justice  to  Nature's  pictures  in  Jamaica  —  Discovered 
by  Columbus,  captured  by  Admiral  Penn  —  Port  Royal, 
ancient  pirate  city,  and  its  awful  end  —  Where  the  hotels  are 
to  be  found  —  Kingston's  shabby-genteel  architecture  and 
its  suburbs  —  Roads,  railways  and  highways,  800  miles 
of  them  —  A  city  that  wants  to  be  clean  —  An  island  that 
wants  to  be  American  —  Steamship  lines  running  to 
Jamaica  —  Its  situation  in  relation  to  Panama  —  Why 
Jamaica  prefers  Brother  Jonathan  to  John  —  Her  best  cus- 
tomer and  best  friend  —  Has  long  been  "on  the  fence"  —  A 
prophecy  made  in  1782  —  What  Mr.  Fronde  says  ancnt 
Jamaica's  future  — What  Mr.  MacNish  says  — A  position 
painful  to  contemplate. 

BEYOND  Santiago  and  the  south  coast  of  Cuba  we 
find  a  glorious  assemblage  of  scattered 

over  the  fair  and  tranquil  Carihlxran  Sea.  Two 
routes  are  open  to  us  thence:  one  to  Haiti.  Santo  Do- 
mingo, Puerto  Rico,  and  the  crescentic  Carribbecs,  and 
the  other  to  Jamaica,  land  of  runn  .ins  and  lofty 

mountains. 

It  \v«mli|  seem,  perhaps,  invidious  t<>  decant  upon  the 

scent- r\  <-f  .-iiu  .MI,   island  more  than  aiio'hrr.  f-.r  in  truth 

each  has  a  bit  «.f  earthly  paradise  t<>  xh,,\v;    but  Jamaica 

:ily  one  of  the  nx>xt   attractive.     I:  172 

uo 
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milrs   fi-Min  Santiago  to  Kingst,.n.  90  from  the  nearest 
mi  tin-  ('ul)an  coast  tn  Mnntr  .tiul  about  the 

same  distance  to  that  thriving  i>ort  on  the  north  coast,  San 
itonio.       And   \\liilr   we  arc  mentioning  di.stano 

as  well  to  imtc  that  the  last-named  port  is  ju-t 
1400  miles  from  New  York,  from  which  a  rim  of  four 
hours  by  rail,  or  seventy  miles  by  sea,  brings  one  to 
Kingston,  the  emporium  and  capital  city  of  Jamaica. 
There  was  a  time,  not  long  since,  when  Kingston  absorbed 
all  the  travel  and  most  of  the  traffic  of  the  island;  but 
things  have  changed  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Tinted  Fruit  Company  in  Jamaica,  with  its  splendid 
•tiers  direct  to  Port  Antonio,  and  its  tine  Imtel  perched 
above  the  port  and  growing  city. 

Still,  the  entrance  to  !  >  magnificent  harbor  is 

well  worth  the  short  voyage  around  the  east  end  of  the 

island  tn  view,  especially  as  we  pass  close  to  ancient  Port 

t  the  palm  -covered  Palisadoes,  the  far- 

•••hing   s..  which    fend   off  the   rough   waves 

from   the   southu.  -itrancing   mountain    v 

have  had,  ever  since  we  sighted  land,  for  grand  Blue- 

ntain  Peak  rises  to  a  height  of  7300  feet,  tlu  domi- 

nant pinnacle  of  a  system  which  comprises  several  other 

five  and  six  thousand  feet,  with  lateral 

•  •s  running  to  the  coast  on  either  side,  north  and 

south.     P.ct  \\ccn    them   are   valleys  and   streams  —  more 

than  one  hundred  of  the  latter  —  most  of  which  are  hi 

from  sight  :  but  enough  revealed  to  evoke  wonder,  admi- 

•nislunent  in  the  Ix-holder. 

Like  I'uha.  this  island  still  retains  its  original  ami 
aboriginal  name,  \\hich  ua>  "  \a\  ma.  a."  the  land  of 
woods  and  v.  :id  "f  spring-  .en  a  tropical 

climate,   with  abundance  of   water,  thus  supplying  heat 


122        OIK    WEST    INDIAN    NI-.K.Iir.ORS 

and  moisture,  the  great  requisites  for  exuberant  ve 
tion.  \ve  may  not  be  astonished  at  the  results.     In  fact, 
bort  Minile  from  the  Spanish,  our  vision  emhraccs 

the  range  of  three  /ones  of  vegetation  when  we  look  Upon 
Jamaica  from  the  sea:    the  licrra  calicntc,  or  hot  / 
the  it-lit  [>lada,  or  temperate,  ami  the  fria.  or  cold  re: 
and  no  mere  being  of  human  mold  can  do  justice  in  a 
verbal  description  to  the  composite  picture  presented. 

Imagine,  if  you  can,  the  ranks  and  crowds  of  cocoa 
palms  along  the  shores,  the  bananas,  plantains,  bamboos, 
and  hosts  of  tropical  fruit-trees,  abounding  in  the  middle 
zone;  and  try  to  picture  the  shady  nooks  with  th- 
ing springs  and  babbling  brooks,  with  their  silver,  golden. 
and  tree-ferns.  trumjR't  trees,  ceibas.  mahogany,  green- 
heart — all  precious  woods,  in  truth;  the  clearings  with 
their  wealth  of  coffee,  cacao,  orange,  lime,  lemon,  bread- 
fruit,  mango,  custard-apple.  cinchona,  nutmeg,  and 
pimento  (with  spices  an  from  Araby  '  »  ;  the 
gold-green  seas  of  sugar-cane,  the  brown  ^|iiarcs  of 
native  provision-grounds  tip-tilted  against  the  hill> 
the  soml)'  nd  above  all,  the  towering 
peaks  in  space  supernal,  their  1  -rued  with  cloud- 
wreaths  woven  from  the  rising  mi 

No,  no.  it  is  impossible  to  do  justice  to  Jamaica's  land- 
scape charms  on  paper:  neither  can  cai  tray  them 
adequately,  for,  though  the  forms  may  be  imitated 
so  the  multi-colored  vegetation,  the  e\  •  hues  of 
leaf  and  fruit,  seen  through  the  mist  and  sunshine  min- 
gled, as  in  a  cloth  of  gold. 

I  •  t  us.  then,  lay  hold  of  something  concrete  and  tan- 
gible:  for  example,  the  old  pirate  city  that  1 
the  tip  end  of  the  I'alisadoes.  to  wit.  Port  Koyal.  for  ; 
a  century  of  Jamaica's  history  in  < 
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Its  history,  that  is,  after  tlu-  island  was  taken  by  IVnn 
au«l  Venal.U-s.  in  1655.  Admiral  IVnn  (our  immortal 
William's  fitter )  pn»ceeded  against  the  Spaniards  by 

romxvoH's    orders,    because    tin  \    had    imird. 
!ish    sailors    and    driven    Knglish    ships   out   of   the 

That  \\as  the  U  ginning  of  llritish  rule  in  Jamaica,  two 
hundred  and  fifty   \ears  ago.     The  Spaniards  had   ! 
in   jM.xsrsxion   since   1509,  Christopher  Columbus  having 
•  vcred  the  island  in   14114.     Their  first  settlement  was 
on  the  north  coast,  in  the  parish  of  Saint  Ann's,  but  about 
they  founded  another  which  they  called  San  Jago  de 
ega,  over  on  the  mainland  opposite  Port  Royal,  which 
is  now  kno\\n  ax  Spanish  Town,  ami  is  worth  the  trouble 
of  a  visit.  lieing  within  a  few  miles  of  Kingston. 

The  putative   f« nmder  of  Scvilla.  the  first   town,  was 
Don  Diego  Columbus,  son  of  Christopher,  and  to  his 
son,  Don  Luis,  was  given  the  manjuisate  of  La  Vega. 
While  on  this  subject.   I  may  mention  that  some  of  the 
ish  names  surxixe  in  a  corrupted  form,  as  Boca  del 
MI,   a   beautiful    stream    now     known    as    the    "  Bog 
It";  AgmoAl*,  the  "Wag  Water";  Rio  Col 
MM;  11  Mantccii.  Ix-causc  the  Spaniards  tried  out 

lard  in  the  l»a\  :    Ki.>  NotO, 

r.ut  Port  Koxal  !)riiiL:s  to  mind  the  times  of  old.  when 
;sh  and   l;reiuh  and  Dutch  went  buccaneering,  at 
of  the  common  enemy,  the  Spaniards,  and 
that  in  NSjfdi  of  plunder,  no  matter  what  the  nation- 
ality of  the  people  to  whom  it  belonged.     Hither  came 
the  migl''  n.  afterwards  Sir  Henry,  by  the  grace 

•  •I"    Kin^   Charles    II.;    Lollonojs.    Mansveldt.   aji«l    many 
-   and   pirate  of  high  as  well  as  low 
tiid   the   streets  of  gay  Port  Royal   rang  with 
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revelry  such  as  suited  the  whims  of  men  engaged  in  deeds 
of  blood.      I  land- in  hand    with    the    pirates,   the 
also,  united  to  give  the  to\\n  an  evil  reputation,  for  one 
historian  of  Jamaica,    Kn.m    Kdwaid*.   -a\-   that  more 
than  600,000  \\ere  landed  here  In-twecn  the  years    i 
and    ijS/i.      I'.nt    tin-   end   came,    in   the  93,    \\hen 

al  slid  off  into  the  sea,  earning  with  it  siu 
remained  of  "  tlie  most  ungodly  people  on  the  face  o; 
earth  ":  and.  'tis  said,  when  the  water  is  calm,  one  may 
see  to-day  the  submerged  ruins  of  dwellings,  wareho 
forts,  and  churches. 

In  the  museum  of  the  Jamaica  Institute  at  Kit 
may  IK.-  seen  a  bell  of  the  church  which  went  under  \ 
the  rest ;   and  over  at  Green  Ray,  on  the  opposite  shore, 
stands  (or  recently  stood)  a  tombstone  to  the  memory  of 
one  who  was  thrown  into  the  sea,  on  that  dreadful  day  in 
June.  \(*)2,  and  by  a  second  earthquake  shock  thrown  out 
again,  living  more  than  forty  years  tin  real 

Port  Royal  to-day  shows  few  if  any  traces  of  that 
rihle  catastrophe;  at  lra-t.   I  saw  none  on  my  t 
there,    when,    as    the    guest    of   Commodore    Lloyd    of 
H.  M.  S.  "Urgent."  I  lunched  at  headquarters  ash. 
Perhaps  it  was  the  lunch,  perhaps  the  pirates  arc  all  <:• 
but  I  recall  only  the  former,  which  was  so  excellent   I 
felt  that  looking  for  the  latter  would  IK-  a  waste  of  time. 
The  Commodore  had  an  attractive  collection  of  tropical 

•The   American    Consul.    V  and    Mr    Frederick   A. 

Ober.  the  C..mmi-i..n.T  of  the  \\V- 

h   Admiral  (ilxr.ir.li  on  board  the 

war-ship    "  I'hil.i.Irlpliia  "     Shortly    afur    tnnl<l:i>     Mr     I  -t<  s    and 
Mr    Ober  proceeded   by   steam-Ian  and   had 

luncheon  with  Commodore  Lloyd.—  Tht  Jam,.  h  38, 
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-,  \\liu  h.  al.-ii-  uitli  everything  .m-l  i-\n-\lHHi\  else 
at  I'..  it  Royal,  v..  i.   wrafc  red  ••       i  iprfaq    •  \«-n  miles 
tin-  bay.  there  U-ing  no  local  aqueous  sup- 

NX  hat  tlu-  ..Id  hiuvaneers  <lid  for  water,  history  docs  not 
inform  us,  except  indirectly.     Tha:  are  told  th:«t 

nun  and  wine  were  freer  than  water  there,  a  cask  of  one 
or  the  other  being  "  on  tap  "  all  the  time  in  the  streets  ; 
un<l   w«.e  betide  the  man  who  refused  to  drink  at  the 
of  the  iK-whiski  red  buccaneers,  who  "  set  'em  up  " 
\\hen.-ver  the\   were  flush.     They  were  always  in  good 
spirits  so  long  as  the  liquor  lasted;  hut  it  gave  out  at 
after  the  perfuli  -an  was  knighted,  for  he 

turned  upon  his  ir>t\vhile  comrades  and  sent  many  of 
them  to  the  gallows-tree,  to  which  he  himself  should  have 
preceded  them.  On  Gallows  Point,  not  far  au 

see  the  place  where  they  were  gibbeted  and  the  vul- 

ked  their  bones. 

The  :i  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan,  buccaneer 

throat,  piratical  gentleman  of  the  sea.  finds  its  parallel  in 
an  event  of  modern  times,  to  wit.  the  case  of  the  I 
Indian    mongoose.     This    animal    was    introduced    into 
lumaica  for  the  purjMJse  of  destroying  the   Norway  ra! 
(  likewisr  gner)    and  accomplished  the  intended 

purpose  effectually. 

Hut  alas!    it  1  everything  else  that  was  not 

«T  than  itself,  hirds  as  well  as  quadruj>eds.  and  the 

state  of  Jamaica  was  infinite!  \  han  the  first. 

The  birds  being  nearly  exterminated,  the  insect  pests  mul- 

tiplied exceedingly,  particularly  the  ticks,  inasmuch  as  it 

I  much  a  ifl  worth  to  take  a  walk  in  the 

fields  or  though  a  bit  of  woods.    The  mongoose  upset 

the  balance  of  Nature  —  and  now,  it  is  reported,  Nature 
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is  u;  HIM-.  f«.r  tlu-  t  and 

killing  t  .niinal  that  caused  their  multiplication! 

Meanwhile,  u  ed  to  l,i-  sailing  acr« 

land-locked  harbor  to  Kingston,  capital  and  chief  city  of 
Jamaica,  which,  with  due  regard  to  actual  «  is,  :s 

v  more  attractive  at  a  distance  than  close  aboard. 
Seen  across  the  bay.  with  r  of  cocoa  palms,  which 

also  besprinkle  the  city  considerably,  and  with  its  eflfe 
barken  mild  of  mountains  draped  in  tropical  vegetation, 
Kingston    presents    an    alluring    spectacle;     but    \ 
arrived  at  one  of  its  wharves  one  no  longer  won-'. 
the  early  pirates  took  to  Port  Royal  and  its  earl\   in: 
tants  took  to  drink. 

And  yet,  Kingston  has  improved  wonderfully  within 
my  recollection.  It  is  no  longer  the  ramshackle  to\\n  <u" 
Tom  Cringle's  time,  for  there  were  no  trams  then. 
and  the  hero  of  the  immortal  "  Log  "  either  had  to  foot  it 
or  ride  on  horseback,  whenever  out  on  mischief 

I  hit.  when  we  compare  the  Kingston  of  to-day  with  the 
city  of  day  befon  lay,  it  is  almost  entitled  to  be 

«-d  with  Havana  and  Santiago.  For  it  tries  to  be 
clean,  and  has  always  been  respectable.  It  has  not  had 
an  influx  of  benevolent  Yankees,  like  those  who  took  hold 
of  the  Cuban  citi  bed  their  nibbed  their 

:tid  after  showing  them  what  lit   to  do 

and  how  to  do  it.  leaving  In-hind  a   few   million  dollars 
with  which  to  do  it.     Whatever  has  been  done  for  K 
ton  has  proceeded  from  her  innate  love  of  cleanliness, 
from  a  factitious  virtue  which  had  to  be  dinged  into 
her  head  by  a  sort  of  surgical  operation !     The  improve- 
ments have  cost  money,  to  be  sure;  but  the  author 
nobly  borrowed  it  on  the  credit,  and  that   will 

explain  how  it  is  they  have  a  debt  of  about  £3487,452, 
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or  less — but    not    much   less.      >•  million 

dollars  in  debt,  uith  a  j* filiation  under  Soo.ooo,  and  less 
than   15.000  of  them  avowcdl)   \\hitc.  Jamaica  must  have 
>«>red  some  "  \ajK)leons  of  finance  "  within  lier  bor- 
.  at  some  time  or  other.    Perhaps  they  arc  there  now. 
peril  are  hiding  in   the  woods;  but   they  don't 

seem  to  be  able  to  draw  her  out  of  the  mire  into  which  she 
lien  and  appears  to  be  hojHlcssly  held, 
all  the  Ixirrowod  money  went  into  civic  im; 
mcnts.  for.  in  Sir  Henry  P.lake's  time,  ten  to  fifteen  years 
ago,  much  of  it  went  for  roads — for  which  liod  bless  the 
builders'     Then    there    is    the    railroad    from    Kingston 
'    (o   Mot  it  ego   I  Jay,    113  miles,  and  northeast 
'ort  Antonio,  75  miles,  which  runs  part  of  the  \\.iy 
i^'h  a  tropical   Kden.  and  some  of  the  way  through 
ips  and  brush.      1  a  mint  of  money,"  much 

hich  went  into  pockets,  the  na-  .  not  emptied 

in  Jamaica. 

However,  it  connects  Kingston,  and  its  45,000  popula- 
tion, with  M  5000)  at  the  western  terminus, 
nig  through  Spanish  Town  (5000),  and  several  other 
It  is  a  boon  to  the  tourist,  for 
therein  he  may  see  the  country  without  great  effort,  and 

!  in  scenery  otherwise  not  accessible  to  the  traveler. 

Neither  should  the  hotels  l>e  omitted  ill  this  account  of 

what   the    (other)    Copies'  money   went   for.  since  they 

and  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  tourist  in 

inch,  but  for  the  borrowed  money,  might  n- 

been  opened  to  the  public.     Not  alone  the  Constant 

Spn  .  which  is  a  palatial  and  well-set 

mre  in  a  cool  and  airy  situation,  but  the  charming 

little  inn  at  Rio  Cobre,  Spanish  Town;  the  one  at  Mon- 

cague,  and  several  others  in  the  country  districts,  are  in 
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to  some 

ti>d>  that  nn-lit  IK-  mentioned,  in  its  jx>sscssi< 
good  road>.  line  hotel*,  ami  country  inns,  ami  a  hospitality 
that  is  Ix'imtiful  and  overflowing. 

The  largest  of  the  British  West  Indies,  it  is,  next  to 
Barbados,  the  most  thoroughly  Kngli>h  of  them  all.  It- 
4193  square  miles  of  territor\  i  tlu  island  is  144  mil. 
length  and  50  in  width  i  is  divided  into  three  counties,  all 
with  names  derived  from  Old  England,  as  Surrey,  Mid- 
dlesex, Cornwall;  as  are  those  of  its  fourteen  piri 
such  as  Hanover,  Portland,  Manchester,  Clarendon,  etc. 
The  people-  arc  intensely  loyal  to  King  1'dward  and  tin 
I'.ritish  (iovernment ;  yet  with  a  reservation  that  bespeaks 
them  possessed  of  at  least  a  modicum  of  common-sense, 
\\hen  they  reflect  upon  the  contiguity  of  the  United  States 
and  a  market,  as  opposed  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  "  right 
little,  tight  little  island,"  5000  miles  aw.i 

Until  recently  there  was  only  a  roundabout  communi- 
cation with  England  by  way  of  the  "  Royal  Mail  "  line  of 
ners;  but  now  that  American  enterprise  has  stimu- 
lated coinjH-tition,  there  is  a  direct  mail  line,  the  El- 
Dempster,  which  "does"  the  distance  between  Jan 
and  the  Mother  Island  in  about  t\\  is  as 

opposed  to  four  or  five  days  between  Jan 
Baltimore,   or    I'hiladclph.  is   of   the    t"i 

Fruit  Company,  or  the  il an ihurg- American  to  \e\\  York, 
which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  old-time  "  Atlas  "  line. 

The   British   have,  apparently,  only  recently  become 
aware  that  they  are  losing  the  trade,  and  perhaps  the 
ally,  of  a  large  and  fertile  island,  which  has  acquired 
increased  importance  from  the  building  of  the  Pan 
canal.     I  .\ing    right    in    the    direct   route    of    steai 
between  the  Isthmus  and  all  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United 
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:    less    than    550    miles    distant    from    i 
faniaica,  more  than  any  other  island,  will  feel  the  im; 
this  vast  undertaking  will  give  to  all  enterprises  in  the 
Caribbean  Sea,  of  which  it  is  marly  the  exact  geographi- 
cal center.     It  may  reach  out  and  grasp,  or  at  least  take 
tribute    from,   the   commerce   of  the   Central    and    South 
American  littoral — of  the  rich  \  >  oast  and  Spanish 

Main.     There   is  doubtless  a   i^reat    future   for  Jamaica, 
and    perhaps    Mritonx   are  l>< -innin-    to   perceive   tin- 
evidenced  b\  their  inereaxrd  efforts  to  retain  its  trade  and 
maintain  connection  \\itli  i1 

Love,  the  c\nic  Hiyt,  is  a  mere  matter  of  propinquity. 

and  almost  any  man  may  love  almost  any  woman   (and 

.  ided    they    !*•    thrown    together    often 

enough — though  not  too  often  to  dispel  the  illusion.   This. 

in  a  wonl.  is  pmhahK    the  reason   why  Jamaica  pr< 

•lier  Jonathan  to  John  Mull:  because  he  is  nearer,  and 
being  also  richer,  is,  of  course,  the  more  available  as  well 
nalde.  />cir/i. 

Political  considerations  have  held  her  against  geo- 
graphical conditions.  If  Cromwell  had  not  sent  nut  that 
expedition  under  IVnn  and  \  enables,  about  the  middle  of 
the  seventeenth  centnr\.  as  the  outcome  of  which  Jamaica 
potted  from  Spanish  into  Kni^lish  hands,  we  might  now 
be  claiming  proprietorship  there,  as  well  as  in  Puerto 

Without    pausing    to    dismiss    the    desirability   of   this 
ve  acquisition  (though,  in  parenthesis,  it  may  be 
that  much  may  IK-  argued  in  its  favor),  let  us  inquire 
into  the  moti  laica's  behavior.     In  the  first  p' 

cont;  distance  of  about    1400  miles,   as   against 

5000:  five  da-  II  opposed  to  twelve,  and  a  first- 

class  passage  of  $40,  rather  than  $150.    Then,  again,  < 
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MO-    that    separates    them,    the    Knglish 

lu\e  IK  •(  taken  their  due  proportion  of  Jamaica's  prod- 

We    arc-    lu-r    chief    customers,    taking   all    of   60 

cent,  of  her  nun.   banana  hile   the 

t'nited  Kingdom  t.  than  30  per  Cent. 

Ungrateful  Jamaica,  liowe, 
allows  her  {tolitical   sentiments  to  outv, 
obligations,  and  buys  more  than  half  her  mam 
goods  of  merchants  in  the  "  mother  country."     She  also 
siip|K>rts  a  long  list  of  officials  at  salai  ng  from 

j£6ooo,  allowed  the  governor,  to  a  beg. 
to  the  n  .  d.      It  i^  evident,  then.  why  P.ritish 

officialdom  is  loath  to  let  go;  though  not  so  evident  why 
Jamaica  still  clings  to  the  paternal  hand. 

Tuo  weeks  after  Admiral  1  .•.  hich  gave 

us  control   iu  the    Philippines,  the  writer  put    forth   in  a 
Washington  pa  JUT  a  tentative  proposition  for  a 
That  was  probably  the  t"ir^  fan  of  an  exchaiu 

the   rhilippines  for  the  Uritish  \\'est    Indies.        Since  that 
time,  however,  the  proposition  has  been  con  n  all 

Msness.  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  what  was  intended 
as  a  suggestion  merely  may  cr\stalli/e  into  an  actuality. 
Not  to  wander  too  far  from  the  suhi-  and 

to  come  around  to  the  origin:-'  -it  that    I 

love  for  us  jx  no  new   fan.  ?it  birth,  let  me  <| 

p|M>rt  from  P.r\an  !•'•!•.  I  nisii 

Colonies  in  the  \V  -iblished  in  the  last  d< 

of  the    eighteenth    century.      I  to    the    bill 

sented  to  the  I  louse  of  Commons  in  March. 

t    lion.   William   Pitt.  Chancellor  of  tli  pier, 

the   purjM.s,  the    Un, final    interouirse 

that   exist,  d   IK  for.-   the   late   American    war  ihe 

Tinted  States  and  the  P.ritish  sugar  islands,"  he  sa\ 
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"This  lull,  through  the  influence  of  jmpular  prejudice 
and  oth«  ;  .  unfortunately,  lost.     Had  it  passed 

into  a  law  it  would  probably  have  saved  from  the  horrors 
of   famine  fifteen   thousand   unoffending  negroes,   who 
ished.  in  Jamaica  alone,  from  the  sad  effects 
of  the   fatal   i  tern   which   prevailed. 

"  With  a  chain  of  coast  of  twenty  degrees  of  latitude, 
possessing  the  finest  harbors  for  the  piirjx)se  in  the  world, 
all  lying  so  near  to  the  sugar  colonies  and  the  track  to 
Europe — with  a  country  abounding  in  everything  the 
ids  have  occasion  for,  and  which  they  can  obtain 
nowhere  else — all  these  circumstances  necessarily  and 
naturally  lead  to  a  commercial  intercourse  In-tween  our 
.ds  and  the  Tinted  States!  It  is  true,  we  may  ruin 
our  sugar  colonies,  and  ourselves  also,  in  the  attempt  to 
prevent  it.  but  it  is  an  ex|>eriment  which  (iod  and  nature 
have  marked  out  as  impossible  to  succeed." 

He  continues:  "  I  write  with  the  freedom  of  history, 
for  it  is  the  cause  of  humanity  that  I  plead."  And  he 
might  have  added,  "  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,"  for  this 
remarkable  forecast  was  written  more  than  a  hundred 
years  ago.  Bryan  Edwards  was  for  many  years  a  n  >i 
dent  in  Jamaica,  and  knew  the  island  well.  Since  his 
time  there  have  been  many  famous  men  born  or  resident 
there  whose  lives  and  works  have  shown  that  the  so-called 
;lo- Saxon  does  not  deteriorate  in  the  tropics.  Jamaica, 
indeed,  has  alwa\  s  held  first  place  in  the  cause  of  West 
Indian  civilization,  as  evidenced  not  only  in  individual 
but  by  her  literary  and  scientific  socii  • 

So  long  ago  as  1775  (to  instance  a  noteworthy  act  in 

a  slave  colony)  a  debating  society  in  Kingston  determined 

i  majority   that   "  the  trade  to  Africa  for  slaves  is 

neither  consistent  with  sound  policy,  the  laws  of  nature, 
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-"1    •""!     l.t\crj>o<>l    |H-titiuncd 
the  historian.  ami  the  I'.arl  of 
Miouth   (president  of  the  board  of  trade)  dccla: 
"  We  cannot  allow  the  colonies  to  check  or  d 
any  degree  a  traffic  so  beneficial  to  tlu-  nation." 

That  same  year,  also,  1775,  the  Assembly  of  Jamaica 
I>etitionod  his  Majrsty  in  favor  of  the  Americans,  in  their 
forthcoming  struggle.     Their  |K-titi«.n   \\as  dKrega: 
however,  and  in  consequence  of  tlu-  war.  as  the  Jamaicans 
had   foreseen  would  be  the  case,  many   articl. 

in  tlu    West   Indies  rose  to  four  times  their  usual 

It  is  most  interesting  to  note  at  the  present  time  that 
not  only  has  Great  Britain's  attitude  toward  her  suflft  : 
colony  been  fly  oppressive,  but  that  Jama 

attitude  as  toward  us  has  been  constantly  friendh.  and  in 
a  measure  prescient  of  that  great  change  which  shall  some 
time  bring  her  into  closer  relations  with  our  count  rv. 
That  change  may  not  come  about  in  f  nryj  but 

eventually  we  shall  acquire,  not  alone  Jamaica,  but  all  her 
sister  islands  of  the  Caribbean  Sea  —  those  glittering  i 
in  a  chain  which  links  us  to  that  country  for  our  f: 
commercial  expansion  —  the  continent  of  South  Ann- 

James  Anthony  Fronde,  who  was  in  Jamaica  in   1887, 

this  paragraph  in  his  "  The  F.nglish  in  the  V 
Indies,"  referring  to  the  British  islands;  "Tin-  Ameri- 
cans will  not  touch  them  politically,  but  they  will  trade 
icith  them;  they  will  bring  their  capital  and  skill  and 
knowledge  among  them,  and  make  the  islands  more  pros- 
perous than  ever  they  were  —  on  one  condition:  they  will 
risk  nothing  in  such  <•$  as  long  as  the  shadow 

hangs  over  them  of  a  possible  government  by  a  black 
majority  !  " 
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When  in  Kingston,  the  traveler  will— at  le.i>t  he  ought 
;isit  tin-  mercantile  rstal>lishm<  nt  .  .f  "  MacNish.  Lim- 
ited." founded  and  pr  ver  by  Mr.  Thomas  .V 
Nish.  a  stalwart  Scotchman,  \\ho  has  lived  in  the  West 
Indies  nearly  fort  .ccjuired  a  comiwtcncy  by  hard 
honest  labor  in  his  business,  maintained  himself  in 
health  through  many  seasons  <>:  nd  hurricane,  and 
(incidentally.  IK-  it  mentioned),  has  raised  a  family  of 
•••en  children  of  whom  any  man  might  well  IK-  proud. 
Mr.  Ma«  ho  ought  to  kno\\  i.  is  constantly  point- 
ing out  to  the  Jamaicans  their  mistake  in  allying  them- 
selves, politically  and  commercially,  with  Britain,  rather 
than  with  the  Tinted  S; 

As  Mr.  MacNish  has.  time  and  again,  printed  in  the 
local  papers  of   I  .: tires  which   irre- 

futably maintain  his  j>ositiou.  I  am  In-tray  ing  no  confi- 
dence in  publishing  the  substance  of  what  may  be  called 
the  "  inside  history  "  of  Jamai*  Mimcnt. 

"Someone,"  says  Mr.  MacNish.  "  has  called  our  Gov- 
:ient    a  benevoleir  m,      r.enevolent    hum1 

have   no  Government —only    tax    collectors!        We 

have    no    citizens — only  nd    the    laboring 

classes  arc  only  economic  sla\  »-s.    I  .and  laborers,  18  o 

per  day  for  men.  and  u  cents  a  day  for  women,  and  all 

food  stuffs  and  necessaries  of  life  taxed  th  >t  of 

place  under  the  Union  Jack!     Coolies  are  imported, 

and  by  contract  are  to  get  24  cents  per  da;.  live 

on  rice,  on  \\hich  the  imjxirt  duty  is  3  shillings  per  cwt., 

and  ghee,  which  is  j  ]>ence  JKT  ]>ound.     Common  flour  is 

*  -hillings  JH.T  barrel,  etc.      [See  list  appended.) 

is  doomed  to  povcrtv  and  hunger,  unless  the 

iculous  happens.     Sir  David  Barbour,  K.  C.  S.  I., 

II  sent  out  by  the  British  Government  to  report 
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ujM.n  tin-  causes  of  Jamaica's  depression,  was  ast«»tr 
when  hix  aitentiMn  was  called  to  the  manner  in  which  all 
arti.  ily   food  stuff  vmiinated  aj^.i 

by  Jamaica,  to  the  tune  of  54  per  cent. 

"  Hen-  i>  the  list,  as  it  aj.jK-ars  in  the  Harbour  Report  : 
• 

44  Foodstuffs  and  necessaries  of  life  which  the  people  in  Jamaica 
can  only  get  at  a  fair  living  price  from  the  Tinted  States,  and 
the  import  duties  on  same: 

COST.  rv. 

Flour,  baking,  barrel,  196  Ibs...  >.v6o  >:   .-• 

Flour,  shop,  barrel,  196  Ibs....  2.75  1.92 

Crackers,    100    Ibs  ----                     .....  3.00  i.oo 

Corn    Meal,   barrel,    196  Ibs  .....  2.15  0.48 

Hams,    loo    Ibs                                 .  ...  10.00  4.00 

Lard,  5  Ib.  tins,  100  Ibs..             .....  7.00  2.00 

Butter,  5   Ib.   tin-,    iw  11^  22.OO  4.00 

Oleomargarine,  5  Ib.  tins,  100  Ibs  .....  8.00  4.00 

Matches.  50  gross  b<^  15.00  21.60 

i  no  gals,  in  tins,  150  test  best  8.50 

Salt    Beef,    loo  Ibs  ..............  5.00  l  80 

Salt    Pork.    100  Ibs  ............  4.50  lA) 

Sausages,    100    Ibs..  12.50  4.00 

Bacon.    100    II.  11.75  4«> 

Mutton,   loo  Ibs.   frozen  £50  20%  1-75 


$124.25  IfrCM     M 

Average. 

"Jamaica's  oranges  are  shut  out  of  the  markets  of  tin 

N  l»y  the  ^  ^hillinfjs  protective  dut>  in  fav<»r  of  < 
fornia   and    Florida,   and   should   the    l'rrsi<K-nt    ••!    tin 
t'nited  States  have  his  attention  called  to  the  r 
imjxirt  <luties  on  America  l>>  which  the  halancc 

of    trade    is    nij;h    $4,000,000    per    annum 
country   and   in   favor  of    I'.reat    I'ritain.   he    w«.uld   be 
compelled  to  demand  fair  trade,  or  a  tax  upon  om 
ducc.     With   a    fair   iiiijM>rt    tax   on    American    f<Mn! 
and  necessaries  of  life,  double  the  quantity  would  be  used 
here,    and    an    equable    trade    arise    between    the 
countries." 
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REVENUE. 

Import  duties                           .  .£381.952  los  od 

Licenses   and   excise 190,973    4  it 

Fees,  stamps   . .                          .     70,321    o  i  j 

Postoffice,  telegraphs                       32,804  18  5} 

142.305    9  10 

Petties,  balance   ...               . ..    37,617    7  9} 

£855,974  los  3id 
GENERAL  EXPENDITURE, 

Charges  of  debt..                    ..£209,206    3s  od 

Governor  and    K                         .      6745    2  6 

States   subsidy   to    England 20,000    o  o 

Education    .                                 .     55423    6  9 

M"!                                            •••     49»799    5  4k 

Public  works  and  buildings 64,232  10  7 


Railway  80,341     7      3, 

18     04 
75347    7      3f 


al     (law.    n..t     justu-r) 38,200 


Military,    militia     (to    fight    the 

Yankns    wlm    support   us)  .  . .  12,636  19  5 

Subsidy  telegraph    .  2,500    0  o 

Petty  officials,  customs,  etc 173.721  12  io\ 

£788,846  145  2d 
DEBTS. 
Net  present   liabiliu  ^,487,452  ios  7d 

EXPORTS. 

<t  States  £1,530375    9*    7W 

Britain  303,042    5       a* 

Elsewhere  287,219  13     8 


12^219,637  8s  od 
IMPORTS. 


United  States  .  .£803,070  I5s  lod 

.  097*444    6      8 
Elsewhere  . .  190369  13     8 


i6s  2d 
Of  imports  £.w.6o2  is  9d  are  free :    United  States  £470  os  od ; 
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The  contractor  for  the  railway  to  Port  Ant-mi. >  jiaid 
laborers  a  dollar  a  day,  ami  Mated  that  he  did  not  d« 

lue  than  the  hlack  men  gave  at  that  wage;  but 
at  twenty  cents  and  a  shilling,  they  arc  slowly  star 
to  death.    Out  of  this  pittance,  even,  they  are  obliged  to 
pay  the  most  extortionate  and  unjust  of  iinjx)rt  <1 
on  foodstuffs — which  can  only  be  had  from  the  I'nited 
States — the  nation  which  keeps  us  alive  "by  taking  two- 
thirds  of  our  products  free  of  dr.' 

These  are  some  of  Mr.  MaeNish's  facts,  and  he  backs 
them  up  with  most  convincing  figures.     Respecting  hU 
suggestion  to  the  Royal  Commissioner,  that  retrenchment 
begin  with  a  reduction  in  salaries  of  department  h« 
such  as  the  governor  general  with  his  $30,000  a  \ 
and   the  attorney  general   with  $7500,  etc.,   Sir  D 
demurred,  on  the  ground  that  a  lower-paid  official  might 
render   poorer   M  >     As   a   sigh-salaried   oft 

himself,  the  Commissioner  evidently  had  a  fellow-fet 
for  the  Jamaica  incumbents  that  was  vastly  more  than 
"  wondrous  kind." 


VIII 
A  FEW  THINGS  TO  BE  SEEN  IN  JAMAICA 

A  land  of  lavish  hospitality  —  The  country  inns  *  and  great 
houses  of  the  estates  —  A  highway  that  engirdles  the  island 
—  Trip  to  the  Peak  of  Blue  Mountain  — Hope  River,  Cin- 
chona, and  Newcastle  cantonments  —  Government  but 
and  experimental  stations  —  Kind's  House,  when  Sir  Hrnry 
Blake  was  Governor-General  —  Up- Park  Camp  and 
Gardens  —  Castleton  Gardens  on  the  Wag  Water  — Spanish 
Town,  the  "  City  of  the  Dead "  —  Beautiful  scenery  of  the 
Bog  Walk  —  Saint  Thomas  in  ye  Vale,  the  Cockpit  Country, 
Morant  Bay,  and  the  thermal  springs  of  Bath  on  Garden 
River — Cane  River  and  Three-fingered  Jack— Manchioncal ; 
John  Crow  Mountains  an«l  Moore  Town,  home  of  the  famous 
Maroons  —  Old  Cud  joe,  king  of  Nanny  Town,  and  the  dance 
he  led  the  soldiers  —  Pimento  groves  of  Saint  Ann's,  and  the 
falls  of  Roaring  River  —  The  bay  Columbus  stayed  in  when 
wrecked  —  Famous  men  who  have  been  in  Jamaica  —  Its 
natural  history  —  Schools,  churches,  and  church-goers  — 
Proverbs  of  the  English  negroes. 

WITH  more  than  seven  hundred  miles  of  mag- 
nificent   roads,   leading   to   all   the   attractive 
and   commercial   points  of  the   island,   some 
of  them  winding  over  hills  and  mountains  to  an  eleva- 
tion of  4000  feet,  some  again  following  the  trend  of  the 
coast,  with  branclu •-.  here  and  there  to  interesting  pl.i 
and  with  every  mile  something  rare  and  beautiful   for 
northern  eves  to  view,  Jamaica  is  certainly  the  paradise 
of  cyclist,  automobilist,  and  pedestrian. 

By  means  of  the  numerous  highways  and  their  byways. 

'37 
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the  far-><  i  Jamaii  adc 

:.d»lc  t"  the  tourist  sonic  of  the  most  lH-auliful  sci : 
of  tropical  America.     As  the  island  is  Knglish  in 
eminent,  si>ccch.  custom*,  ami  st\le  of  living,  posses 
numerous  small  inns  and  road-houses  « 
out  the  country  distn  u  good  hotels  in  t 

ami  city,  while  the  m-  »st  h  landers  .. 

filed    in    stately    mansiiiiis    and    "  great    hoi'scs  "    on    the 
•  s,  one  mi^ht  \n\i  in  a  full  month  to  advantage. 

By  all  means,  if  time  allows,  take  the  j^reat  drive  over 
the  chain  of  public  highways  that  i-n^inll- 
running  mainly  along  the  coast,  and  for  which  you  may 
hire  a  "  rig  "  in  Kingston,  two  horses  and  a  driver,  for 
about  a  pound  a  day.     Failing  the  drive,  take  the  00 
steamer  to  the  various  harbors,  \\hich  costs  about 
same  per  diem,  hut  with  meals  an-'  -mi  inch: 

I'ut  the  highway  journey  i*  hy  all  odds  the  ' 
seeing  the  island,  for  tin    varied  i»u- 
tation,  of  roaring  rivers,  of  clashing 
palms,  pimento,  oraiK  offee  gr< 

paradisaical  plant  tnally  unsurpassi-d.     Add 

to   these   the  of    the    winding    paths    and    !. 

the  balnr.  the  right  season  ).  the  imp- 

beverages,  the  tmiqu-  their  huts — all  these 

combine  to  swell  an  exp<  -!i  s«.met': 

Now,  Kingston,  as  already  intima  more 

interesting  as  to  its  environment  tb  -rac- 

tions.     It  is  well  situated  as  a  point  of  departure  for  • 
and  better  places,  for  example,  the  I'.lr. 
whi- '  ra  above  it   more   than   seven   tli<>us.md 

irivini;  in  a  buggy  to  < 

>.nies  for  the  mountain  trail. 
possible  to  accomplish  the  ascent  and  return  in  one  «! 


Cocoa  Grove*  coast  of  '7<;' 
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ml  provided  the-  mist  docs  not  obscure 
the  view,  v«u  will  find  l>cncath  and  around  you  the 
grandest  of  mountain  ;  ih  their  incomparable  val- 

the  e\e  evi-r  l>chcld.      The  vie\\  is  indescribable  ill  its 
grandeur  an.I  beauty,  and  the  ride  thither  a  fitting  prelude 
t«.  tin    scene,     Hun    is  a  hut,  simply  furnished,  at  the 
IV-ak.  and  it  is  advisable  to  give  at  least  two  days  to  the 
trip,  in  order  to  view  the  cloud  effects  at  sunrise  and 
;id  to  experience  the  sensation  of  isolation,  on  a 
pinnacle  in  the  clouds  beneath  a  tropic  sky. 
The   drive   through   the    picturesque   gorge  of   Hope 
r,  with  the  "  ferns  and  plantains  waving  in  the  moist 
Minarinds.  gum  trees,  orange  trees,  striking 
their  roots  among  the  clefts  of  the  crags,  and  hanging 
out  over  the  abysses  below  them,"  is  one  of  the  finest 
am  \s  here  to  be  found.     It  ends  at  Gordon  Town,  whence 
one  may  journey  on  to  New  Castle  cantonments,  where 
troops  are  quartered  for  their  health  on  the  steep  slant 
of  hills  nearly  4000  feet  above  the  sea.     P.ey.nd.  also, 
21  miles  distant   from  King-t^n.  is  the  ( iovernment  cin- 
chona plantation,  which,  with  its   150  acres,  constitutes 
an  experimental  station  for  the  cultivation  of  exotic  eco- 
ic   plants,   chiefly    tropical    in   character,   though    the 
altiti;  a  5000  to  6000  feet  above  sea  level. 

One  of  the  most  enjoyable  experiences  of  my  life  was 
d  to  Cinchona,  at  the  invitation  of  tin- 
director  of  Public  (iardens.  Mr.  Win.  Fawcett,  author  of 
a  valuable  book  on  the  "  Economic  Plants  of  Jamaica," 
and  to  \\li.ise  intelligent  supervision  of  its  parks  and  gar- 
dens the  island  is  vastly  indebted.  The  estate  is  called 
I 'inchona.  from  the  main  purpose  for  which  it 
founded — to  ascertain  if  that  valuable  tree  could  be  intro- 
duced \\ith  profit  into  this  island. 
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It   \\a>   f.  .uii.l  that    it   could  IH-.  an«l  not   ..nl\    that,  hut 
now  it  ma\  IK-  seen  al.-.'lutely  running  \vihl  in  tlu  m 

ever\  \N  here,     hut  it  was  a  parallel  case  to  that  of  the 
old  man  \\  ho  taught  his  horse  to  cat  shavings,  "  Just  as  t  ]-,. 
critter  got  to  liking  shavings,  it  up  and  died."     So  with 
hona.     Just  as  it  became  acclimated  and  it  \va>  sho\\n 
that  it  would  grow  well  in  Jamaica,  tlu  t  do\\n. 

and  now  \<»u  may  have  all  tlu-  "  IVruvian  bark  " 
for  the  asking.     However,  other  things  arc  grown  here 

!es  cinchona — such,  for  instance,  as  tea,  cot: 
flowers,  and  valuable  woods. 

One  thinks  of  Jamaica,  of  course,  as  Ix/ing  a  tropical 
island,  where  heat   and  yellow   fever  reign  at   least  half 
the  year  and  rain  and  rheumatism  the  other  half.     But. 
in  fact,  it  has  within  its  area  of  4000  square  mi 
variety  of  climate  and  glorious  range  <>;  that  the 

heart  of  man  could  desire.     <  )ne  morning.  1  rememl> 
walked  out  before  breakfast  and  picked  most  deli. 
wild  strawberries    (which,  as  you  know,  only  grow  in  a 
temperate  climate),  and  then  strolled  down  into  a  ra 
filled   with  immense  tree -ferns,   which   are   never   found 
anywhere  but  in  a  tropical  country. 

It  is  in  this  favored  section  among  the  hills  that  the  best 
coffee  estates  are  found,  above  2000  and  3000 
vation,  and  from  this  region  is  sent  out  the  famous  ! 

ntain  coffee,  which  commands  tlu  highest  price  in  the 
London  markets.     I  mention  this  fact  to  show  the  • 
range  not  only  of  a  climate,  but  of  productions,  op< 
one  who  might  wish  to  attempt  farming  or  fruit 
in  this  or  any  other  island  of  similar  cl 

Another  delightful  spot  that  linger*  in  memory,  linked 

with  dinm-rx  the  like  of  which  no  mortal  e\  -sed, 

House,  the  official  residence  of  tlu    i  lovemor 
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:ral.  \\here.  at  the  time  I   \\as  a  idlest  uithin  its 
tS,   Sir    Mi  in  \     I'lake  and   his  cham  .ded. 

Sir  Henr\  \\cnt  from  Jamaica  to  the  far  ride  "i"  the  \\orld. 
ha\in-  been  promoted  to  the  Covert  I  lon^  Kong, 

in  which  little  inland  he  may  havr  greater  his 

rt-inarkahlr.  abilities,    hut     certainly    cannot     accomplish 
direction,  than  he  did  in  Jamaica. 


7 •/»,-  <;,.;vrm>r  &  Lady  Blake 
request  the  honour  of 

Mr.  Obcr's 
Company  nt  I  tinner 
on  Siitnriidy.  .  Ipril  fth,  at  /:jo  o'clock. 
'j  1 1  uusc. 

An    anstvcr  is  rcqn< 
to  the  A.  D.  ('.  in 


IN  -use  is  a  fine  old   mansion,   with   a  scmi- 
.nd  ballroom,  which  alone  cost  $25,000, 
and  the  around  it  are  well  laid  out.     The  Li-^ 

uaiua  IMain.  in  which  are  situated  the  chief  attract 
around  Kingston,  contains  within  its  limits  the  noted 
Up- 1 'ark  Camp,  the  cantonment  of  the  West  India  regi- 
ment, and  at  the  foothills  is  the  Hope  Garden  reservation, 
containing  more  than  200  acres  devoted  to  tropical 
hortkata 

N'im-teen  miU-s  .'istant  from  Kingston,  out  toward 

Brim's  I  Yak.  on  the  Wag- Water  River,  is  the  Gov- 
ernment's greatest   botanic   station,   Castleton   Gardens, 
where  tropical  arboriculture  is  carried  out  on  an  exten- 
.e.     The  three  stations  of  Castleton.  Hope,  and 
Cinchona  form  a  combined  system  \\hich  vies  \\ith.  per- 
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haps   surpasxrs.  the  in-pical   gardens  of  Trinidad.   \\hile 
C  'uha  has  n« •tiling  to  equal  it. 

Mention  has  U-en  made  of  Spanish  Town,  tlic  original 
I. a  \  e-a  of  the  Spaniards,  which  is  only  a  dozen  miles 
from  Kingston.  by  rail,  on  the  banks  of  the  re,  It 

-•nee  the  Mat  of  government,  and  the  find  old  build- 
in- s  are  here  that  were  once  occupied  by  the  o.lnnial  offi- 
cials, also  the  oldest  cathedral   in   the   I'.ritMi   col. 
Spanish  Town  has  a  charm  all  its  own.  but  it  savors 
chiefly  of  the  antique.     Owing  to  its  quietude   and  the 
great  niiinlK-r  of  tombs  and  mural  tablets  in  its  old  cathe- 
dral, it  is  frequently  called  a  city  of  the  dead;   but  n 
well  become  a  cheerful  place  of  r  One  of  its 

ornaments  is  a  statue  of  Lord  Rodney,  in  a  temple  of 
threat   artistic  merit,   flanked  by  two  of  the  br. 
taken  from  the  "  Ville  de  Paris,"  in  1781.    Th 
was  once  walked  off  to  Kingston,  and  tl  cing 

the  harbor ;  but  returned  to  its  original  foundation  when 
Spanish  Town  protested. 

Do  not  omit  going  to  view  the  beauties  of  the  Bog- 
Walk,  when  you  are  in  Spanish  Town,  for  they  are  abso- 
lutely   unrivaled.    The    Bog-Walk,    negr.  •  for 
Boca  del  Agua,  is  a  beautiful  gorge  of  the  Rio  C 
where  (the  talented  Lady  Brassey  once  wrote),  one  finds 
"everything  that  makes  scenery  lovely — wood.   \\ 
and  the  wildest  luxuriance  of  tropical   foliage,  mil 
and  arranged  by  the  artistic  hands  of  Nature  in  one  of 
her  happiest  m<» 

Still  farther  up  the  river  (which  is  one  of  the  most 

picture^,;-  ns  in  Jamaica),  is   found   a   veritable 

natural  bridge,  the  giant  key-stone  of  which  is  about  60 

feet  above  the   water  and   drajH-d   with   U-autiful   vines. 

•e's  attractions  is  the  h«>tel  that 
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bears  its  name,  from  which,  am!  fn>m  the  several  board- 
i  and  iu-ar  the  town,  many  pleasant  excur- 

sl.ms     ui.-iy     IK-     taken. 

l'.\   means  of  the  railroads  and  highways,  the  fascinat- 
•.nterior  country  of  Jamaica  has  been  thrown  open  to 

the  traveler,  who  may  journey  without  discomfort  to  such 

miaint    ami   quiet    places   as   Saint   Thomas    in   ye    Yale. 

Mandeville  (hymns  in  praise  of  which  have  been  loudly 

•    by    I-'nmde  and   others ».   Mom-ague,  and   the   v 

M|  "  Cockpit  Country  "  in  the  limestone  region,  with 

;al  pits  and  caverns. 

If   \..u    have    lime,    visit    the    buucli   of   parishes.    Saint 
Thomas.  1'i.rtlaiid.  St.  Mary,  and  St.  Ann.  in  and  near  the 
rn   end  of  the  island.      <  >ue  might,  it    s<  riiis   to  me. 
spend  a    week    or  two   in   any    one   of  them.     The    I'.lue 
Mountain    range    forms    the    boundary    chiefly   between 
[land  and  St.  Thomas,  heuce  numerous  i  «  nd 

to  the  sea  on  either  side,  north  and  south,  all  of  them  pic- 
turesque and  s,  ,mc  of  them  hist«nic.     A  deep  inlet  in  the 
:!i  shore  of  Saint  Thomas  is   M  MI..US  in 

Vrn  times  as  the  chief  seat   of  the  great   rebellion  of 
.  led  b\   the  rolored  man.  (iordmi.  in  whose  •let- 
's eloquently,  but  wh«.se  memory  is  n,  ,t  held 
red  in  Jamaica.     The  man  who  caused  him  to  he 
hanged,  and  uh>  rward  tried  for  his  "  mun! 

Governor  l;\re.  had  been  a  famous  explorer  in  Australia. 
and  passed  his  old  age  in  retirement  in  Kngland. 

North  of  Morant   I'.ay.  a  few  jniles.  ..n  ( iarden  River 

calle«l  on  account  of  the  first  botanic  garden 

in    Jamaica    having    been    •  -stahlixhed    hen-,    in    17741.    is 

I'.ath.  a  pretty  little  hamlet  famous  for  its  thermal  spi 

and  mineral  :id  to  be  effi- 

>us  in  the  cure  of  rheumatism,  skin  dis<  ues,  etc.,  and 
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one  writer  mentions  that  ilu-ir  continued  use  "  sometimes 
produces  almost  the  same  joyous  effect  as  inebriation.  •  n 
\\liich  account  some  notorious  topers  have  quit  their 
li<|uors  for  a  while  and  come  to  th«  to  enjo\  the 

ular  felicity  of  getting  <lrunk  with  Another 

famous  spa  ,,f  the  island  is  that  «>i  Milk  River.  to  tin- 
southwest  of  Kingston,  while  still  another  is  to  be  found 
n«-t  far  from  the  city,  to  the  north* ard. 

On  the  *a\  t"  I'.ath  *e  ha.  time  resi- 

dence of  a  notorious  native  <>f  the  island.  Three 
Jack,  whose  cave  up  the  ravine  of  Cane  River  with  its 
attractive  falls  is  only  ten  or  t \\elve  miles  from  Kingxt.ni. 
Three-fingered  Jack  had  at  '  mil.  and  also 

to  luisiness.  \\hen  he  located  there  ami  plied  his  : 
calling  of  highwayman  on  the    Kingston-Morant   road, 
where  he  used  to  hold  up  the  passing  traveler-      I  le  was 
killed  by  a  Maroon,  who  was  gj\vn  th.  -em- 

inent a  pension  of  twenty  pounds  a  year  for  life — and  In- 
lived  to  a  good  old  age.  after  the  manner  of  pe 
and  charity  dependents  all  over  the  world. 

<  >n  the  Yallahs  River,  about  half*. 

ton  and   Port  Morant.  may  1  nt   Cliff." 

which  is  the  remaining  half  of  a  mountain  split  by  the 
great  earthquake  of  ifujj.  It  is  a  thousand  feet  in  br- 
and though  produced  by  a  ca  f  nature,  by  the 
natives  is  held  to  have  been  caused  for  the  special  pun- 
ishment of  a  depraved  Dutchman,  a  plant  was 
buried  beneath  the  fallen  half  of  the  mountain. 

Around  on  tl  >int  of  the  island  is  Mane! 

.  which  was  once  tin   scene  of  adventures  in  "  Tom 

Cringle's  Log."  and  inland  from  this  point,  over  behind 

the  John  Crow  Mountains,  lir-  th  ::n<nis  Moore 

n,  chief  settlement  uf  the  Jamaica  Maroons.     The 
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Man  MIIIS,  as  in\  n  -adrrs  may  or  may  not  know.  had  their 
in  in  the  Spanish  sla  .  v  from  their 

it  the  time  the  Kn-lish  took  the  island,  about  the 
middle  of  the  seventeenth  century.  They  fled  to  the 
mountains,  and  there  they  stayed,  and  their  descendants 
r  them,  though  the  best  of  English  soldiers  chased 
them  about  for  a  hundred  years.  In  the  year  1733  two 
full  regiments  of  regular  troops,  besides  all  the  militia  of 
the  island,  were  searching  for  them;  but  they  never  took 
a  prisoner  or  killed  many  of  these  wily  blacks,  who  them- 
selves neither  gave  quarter  nor  asked  it  of  their  pursuers. 

Their  leader  was  an  uncouth  dwarf  named  Cudjoe, 
and  their  retreat  in  the  mountains  was  kmmn  as  Xanny 
Town.  I'ndjoe  was  a  pagan  and.  with  all  his  followers, 
worshijK-d  the  African  deities  of  oU-ah.  or  the  gods  of 
sorcery- working  wizards.  At  one  time  the  troops  were 
on  their  trail  for  nine  suco  ars,  and  yet  at  the  end 

of  that  time  the  Maroons  were  more  numerous  than  at  the 
beginning,  owing  to  accessions  from  runaway  sla 

Old  Cudjoe  himself  was  said  to  be  in  league  with  the 
devil.  He  looked  like  the  devil  anyway,  the  soldiers  said, 
and  fought  like  the  devil,  too.  Many  a  time  did  he  draw 
the  white  inn.;.*  into  an  ambush  in  the  wild  ravines,  only 
to  slaughter  them  like  sheep,  till  the  streams  ran  with 
and  but  few  survivors  escaped. 

Moore  Town  is  situated  in  the  parish  of  Portland,  the 

chief  city  of  which  is  Port  Antonio,  which  ranks  second 

only  to  Kingston  in  business,  and  leads  it  in  bustling 

rprise.     Many  of  the  Maroons,  whose  ancestors  were 

<r  so  happy  as  when  "potting"  the  whites,  are  now 

engaged  in  raising  bananas  for  the  United  Fruit  Com- 

I -any.  which  owns  the  principal  portion  of  Port  Antonio, 

and  indeed  of  the  parish,  if  not  of  the  island. 
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The  really  historic  parish  of  J.  ;  Saint 

Aim,  en   tin-  north  coast  alxjut   miduay   t! 
scenery,  also,  In-ing  all  that  tin  lu-art  of  man 
"Earth  has  nothing  more  lovely  than  its  pastures  and 
pimento  groves,"  says  an  old  writer,    "nothing  more 
enchanting  than  its  hills  and  vales,  delicious  in  verdure 
and  redolent  with  the  fragrance  of  spices."    One  should 
ramble  beneath  the  spicy  pimento  trees,  inhaling  the  < 
cious  odors,  and  gaze  out  seaward  over  the  rounded  hills 
and  pasture-lands.     The  largest  falls  in  the  island,  those 
of  Roaring  River,  are  in  this  parish,  almost  within  sound 
of  the  sea,  and  they  are  also  among  the  most  beautiful 
cascades  to  be  found  in  the  world. 

THE  INSTITUTE  OF  JAMAICA 

Owing  to  the  success  which  attended  Mr.  Obcr*s  recent  lecture 
on  the  Chicago  Exhibition,  the  Governors  of  the  Institute  have 
invited  that  gentleman  to  read  a  paper  on  the  Voyages  of  Colum- 
bus, a  subject  which  he  has  studied  for  many  yrarv     Mr    Ober 
is  shortly  about  to  make  investigations  in  St.  Ann's  as  to  C 
bus's  residence  in  Jamaica,  and  he  hopes  to  be  able  to  comply 
with  the  invitation  before  he  leaves  the  island.    The  paper 
treat  especially  on  the  West  Indian  portion  of  the  great 
plow's  travels.— The  Colonial  Standard  and  Jamaica  Despatch. 
Monday,  April  20, 1891. 

This  reference  to  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of  Jamaica. 
reminds  me  that  the  island  has  fared  full  well,  so  far  as 
having  been  visited  by  distinguished  nu-n  is  concerned. 
There  were  some,  like  tin-  infamous  Sir  Henry  Mor 
who  came  with  evil  intent,  to  be  sure;  but  he  and  his 
companion  buccaneers  contributed  to  the  enrichment  of 
Jamaica,  and  now  they  have  gone  to  their  rewards,  the 
,«1  pets  the  Ix-m-fit  of  the  fine  halo  of  romance  they  left 
behind  them.  This,  viewed  as  an  asset,  counts  for  some- 
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'1  so  docs  the  site  of  Port  Royal, 
"the  world's  wickedest  city,"  and  on  that  account 
worth  vi.siting. 

Sir  William  Phipps,  the  New  England  Yankee  who 
recovered  so  many  tons  of  si!  sunken  Spanish 

galleons  off  the  coast  of  Santo  Domingo,  outfitted  at  Fort 
Royal,  and  the  Duke  of  Albcmarle.  who  was  then  Royal 
Governor,  obtained  the-  <  I'.riiish)  lion's  share  of  the  plun- 
der. Sir  Hans  Sloane,  putative- founder  of  the  British 
Museum,  came  out  with  Albemarle,  resided  in  the  island 
two  i '£5-86,  and  wmte  the  Natural  History  of 

Jamaica,  \\hich  was  published  in  1707-25. 

The  best  work  on  the  birds  of  Jamaica  is  by  Philip 
Henry  Gosse,  whose  fascinating  book  was  published  in 
1851.  Since  the  days  of  Gosse,  and  especially  since  those 
of  Sloane.  UK-  natural  history  of  the  island  has  changed 
considerably,  owing  to  the  introduction  and  pernicious 
activit)  of  the  mongoose;  but  ther  11  some  birds 

of  fine  plumage,  hosts  of  butterflies,  fourteen  kinds  of 
fire-beetles,  a  few  species  of  harmless  snakes,  lizards, 
iguanas,  alligators,  and  fresh-water  fisli 

Some  of  the  streams  are  cold  enough  to  be  the  haunts 
of  trout,  but  the  only  game  fish  is  the  mountain  mullet, 
which  (in  occasions  rises  to  a  fly  with  dash  and  vigor. 
The  hunting  is  not  good,  being  confined  to  wild  pigeons, 
doves,  alligators,  and  water-fowl ;  but  the  sea  adjacent  to 
the  coast  furnishes  a  great  variety  of  fish  which  may  be 
taken  with  hook  and  line.  It  is  in  its  botanical  and 
marine  treasures  that  Jamaica  excels,  and  particularly  in 
the  number  of  its  ferns  can  hardly  be  surpassed. 

It  can  hardly  be  claimed  for  the  blacks  of  Jamaica,  who 
are  about  forty  times  as  numerous  as  the  whites,  that  they 
have  produced  any  remarkable  intellects,  like  the  famous 
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.  Chief  Justice  of  •;  Imt  as  a  class  they  are 

shrewd  and  by  no  ni-  rant.     '1  IK-  island  is 

:<le«l    uifli    M-h<«'ls.   there   In-ing  about  a   th"i: 
public  and  free,  which  arc  universally  attended,  besides 
several   training   colleges,   private   and   denominational. 
Churches,  there  are.  everywhere,  and  well-attended,  espe- 
cially by  the  black  and  colored  people,  who,  of  a  Sun 
may  be  seen  trooping  over  the  roads  in  country  and  town, 
clad  in  their  brightest  raiment  and  wearing  their  broadest 
smiles. 

In  Jamaica,  perhaps  more  than  in  any  other  I 
island  of  the  West  Indies,  we  find  a  deal  of  wisdom  in 
the  utterances  of  the  black  people,  who  display  some 
knowledge  of  the  world  and  human  nature. 

It  is  now  70  years  since  the  Jamaica  negroes  were 
emancipated  and  100  since  the  blacks  drove  the  French 
out  of  Haiti;    yet  neither  people  has  made  any  great 
advance,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  priests  and 
sons,  schools,  and  enlightened  paternal  govermru : 

T.iit  the  negro  has  shown  himself  virile  and  long  suffer- 
ing, forget  fid  of  the  wrongs  done  him  during  the  past  of 
slavery.  And  he  has  evol \  ><>!  of  philos- 

ophy, as  evii-  n  proverbs,  of  which  a  few  of 

the  choicest  are  appen< 

"  Alligator  lay  egg,  but  him  no  fowl." 

"  Ants  follcr  fat  "—no  smoke  without  some  fire. 

"Bad  family  better  dan  empty  pig 

"  Beggar  beg  from  beggar,  him  neber  git 

"Behind  dawg.  you  say  'dawg;'  bcfo*  hit  h  Dawg."* 

"Better  fo'  fowl  say  'dawg  dead*  dan  fo'  dawg  say  'fowl 
dead '  "—because  dog  can  kill  fowl,  while  the  latter  is  harmless. 

"  Big  blanket  mek  man  sleep  late." 

"  Braggtn*  riber  neber  drown  somvhuddy." 

"  Brown  man's  wife  eat  cackroach  in  corner  "—does  something 
underhand. 
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Buckra  work  ncbcr  done"  — buckra  (white  man)  an  African 
word. 
"  fin  11  horn  ncbcr  too  hcaby  fo*  he  head." 

*  w  ncber  bear  guaba" —  can't  gather  figs  of  thistles. 
"  Cane  no  grow  like  grass." 
"Cedar  bo'd   laugh   after  dead   man"  —  cedar    is    used    for 

>ach  ncbcr  in  dc  right  bcfo'  fowl  "—might  makes  right. 

"Cowanl  man  keep  whole  I- 

"Crab  no  walk,  him  no  get  fat;    walk  too  much,  him  lose  he 
claw." 

"'Come  see  me'  is  nuttin,  but  'Come  lib  wiv  me'  is  somctin." 

"Crab  walk  too  much,  him  get  in  kutakoo"  —  kutakoo  is  a 
kind  of  crab  soup. 

"Cuss-cuss  ncbcr  bore  hole  in  'kin"  —  hard  words  break  no 
bones. 

"  Cow  lose  him  tail,  Goramighty  brush  fly  fcr  um  "  —  the  Lord 
tempers  the  wind  to  the  shorn  lamb. 

"  Cotton  tree  fall  down,  nannygoat  jump  obcr  um." 

"  Dawg  no  eat  dawg  "  —  honor  among  thieves. 

"Don't  care  keep  big  lu»i 

ry  dawg  know  he  dinner  time." 
11  belly  tell  hungry  belly  take  I 

"Goat  say  him  li.i!>  wool;   sheep  say  him  hab  hair." 

"Greedy  puppy  ncbct 

Habcc-habcc  no  wantcc;    wantcc-wantcc  no  habcc"  — waste 
not,  want  not 

"If  snakes  bite  yo',  when  yo'  sec  lizard  yo*  run." 

"Ebry  John  Crow  t'ink  he  own  pickney  white"— our  own 
child's  the  best 

i tie  crab  hole  spoil  big  race  horse." 

"  Little  watali  kill  big  fiah." 

o  are  only  a  few  of  the  numerous  proverbs  current 

n£  the  black  inhabitants  of  tlu-sr  islands;    but  r 
sliMv.  Mtcd  at  the  beginning,  that  the  negro  has  a 

\  el  wisdom  all  his  own :    that  there  is  something  to 
him,  i  ii«l : 

"  You  neber  see  empty  bag  'tan'  up." 


IX 
IN  THE  BLACK  AND   I.KOWN  REPUBLICS 

How  to  reach  Haiti  and  Santo  Domingo  from  Jamaica  —  Port 
au  Prince,  capital  of  Haiti  —  Where  one's  room  is  pri 
to  his  company  — The  late  President  Hyppolite  and 
Douglass —  Why  colored  men  arc  sent  to  Haiti  by  our  Gov- 
ernment—The island  as  God  made  it  — And  as  the  black 
man  has  defiled  it  —  The  Haitian  army  and  police  —  Cape 
Haitien  the  northern  capital  —  Where  the  flagship  of  Colum- 
bus was  wrecked  — Sans  Sotici.  La  the  Black 
King's  palace  and  castle  — The  vale  of  Millot  —  Tortuga  the 
buccaneers'  island  —  Historic  spots  on  the  Haiti-Santo 
Domingo  coast  —  Val  de  Paraiso  —  Aborigines  and  abori- 
ginal names  —  Origin  of  the  term  Hispaniola  —  Rise  of  the 
filibtistcros  —  How  the  Haitian*  maintain  a  standard  of  color 
—  Are  the  Dominicans  color-blind?  —  Expelled  by  the  guillo- 
tine route  — White  man  has  no  ri^l'i*  in  Haiti  which  the 
black  man  is  bound  to  respect  —  Perils  of  politicians  —  What 
Hyppolite  did  to  the  cobbler —  My  acquaintance  with  two 
despots  —  Great  undeveloped  resources  —  Fanatical  natives  — 
May  a  woman  eat  her  own  children? 

STK. \MKKS  of  the  Royal  Mail  line  sail  among  the 
islands,  and  if  touri'is  \\ish  t,,  visit  the  ports  of 
Haiti  or  Santo  Domingo,  they  may  be  taken  along 
cither    the    north    or    the    south    coast.    Jacmel. 
an  Prince,  and  Cape  Haitien  were  once  beautiful  pl.i 
hut   the   l«»ng   period   of  negro  domination   has   ruined 
thnn    utterly,   and   there   are   no  acceptable   accommo- 

•!nr  Haiti  or  Santo  Domingo. 
This  is  all  the  more  regrettable,  as  they  possess  ; 
natural  charms,  and  here  also  are  to  be  seen  the  historic 
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identified    with    the   discovery   and    settlement    of 
rica,   such  as   Isabella,   the   first  town,   and   Santo 
•  s  capital  city  of  the  Spanish  portion  of  the  island, 
re  many  objects  worthy  of  inspection;  hut  in 
both  portions  of  this  island,  the  western  half  of  which  i> 
pied  by  tlu   Haitians,  and  the  eastern  hy  the  Domin- 
icans, the  roads  arc  mere  trails,  full  of  holes  which  arc 
pools  of  water  and  mud  in  the  rainy  season,  and  pitfalls 

uin  and  beast  in  the  dry. 

The  distance  from  Kingston  to  Port  au  Prince  is  276 
hut  on  arriving  in  the  beautiful  bay  and  getting  a 
near  view  of  the  squalid  city  that  straggles  along  shore, 
one  n.  me  himself  in  a  different  world.     A  dif- 

ferent world,  indeed,  it  is,  for  the  people  are  French  in 
speech  and  habitudes,  and  there  is  an  air  about  them 
which  plainly  tells  you  they  vastly  prefer  your  room  to 
your  company.  You  may  land  if  you  like,  they  seem  to 
say;  but  the  sooner  you  leave  the  l>etter:  a  feeling  you 
soon  entertain  without  ion. 

As  to  Port  au  Prince.  I  can  bear  testimony  respecting 
its  utter  filthiness.  arid  agree  with  a  recent  resident  there 
that  it  may  bear  away  the  palm  of  being  the  most  foul- 
smelling  and  consequently  fever-stricken  city  in  the 
world.  "  Everyone  throws  his  refuse  before  his  door,  so 
that  heaps  of  manure  and  every  species  of  rubbish  incum- 
IKT  the  way.  The  gutters  are  open,  pools  of  stagnant 
water  obstruct  the  street  everywhere,  and  receive  con- 
stant accession  from  the  inhabitants  using  them  as  cess- 
pools and  sewers.  There  are  a  few  good  buildings  in 
town,  and  none  in  the  country,  the  torch  of  the  incendiary 
••instantly  applied,  and  no  encouragement  is  offered 
to  rebuild,  through  the  protection  of  government  or  local 

enterpi 
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These  incendiary  fires  arc  continually  occurring,  and 
arc  usually  certain  precursors  of  revolts  or  revolutions. 
The  few  foreigners  in  Haiti  arc  tin-re  only  on  sufferance, 
and,  though  the  opportunities  for  making  large  fortunes 
are  many.  >et  few  merchants  have  ever  come  away  with 
much,  for  it  usually  happens  that  about  the  time  a  de; 
ure  is  contemplated  an  incendiary  tire  sweeps  off  the 
accumulations  of  years,  or  the  stores  and  \\arehouses  arc 
plundered  by  revolutionists. 

There  is  a  hotel  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  not  far  from 
the  President's  Palace,  where  I  have  been  entertained 
fairly  well,  in  days  gone  by  ;  and  in  the  Palace  I  was 
once  received  by  the  late  I 'resident  Hyppolite,  when  at 
the  height  of  his  power  and  but  two  weeks  before  he  put 
to  death  more  than  two  hundred  of  his  opponents.  It 
was  thought  then  that  the  occasion  justified  the  means 
employed,  for  it  was  either  Hyppolite  or  his  enemies, 
and  the  former  chose  to  make  corpses  of  his  foes. 

Frederick  Douglass  was  minister  at  IWt  an  Prince  at 
the  time  of  my  visit,  and  hi- 

minister.  Mr.  who  at  the  time  of  Saget's  deposi- 

tion, when  men  were  massacred  by  scores,  sheltered  more 
than  five  hundred  people  and  saved  them  from  being  s 
an  act  of  humanity  for  which  he  I  nbursed. 

Like  the  present  President  of  Haiti.  Hypfxilitc.  the  t\ 
was  big,  blue-black  of  hue,  and  an  old  sold 

These  two  representatives  of  the  negro  race  were  such 
striking  contrasts  that  one  instinctively  asked  himself  if 
a  common  descent  were  |M>ssihlc.  for  Hyp|M»lite  resembled 
much  a  barbaric  African  i*>tcntate.  \\hile  Don- 
a  jN'Iislx-d  scholar  and  quite  a  man  of  the  world.      I 
i  tried  to  get   from  the  latter  ssion  of 

•  •pinion  as  to  the  much-vaunted  "  success  "  of  the  Haitian 
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eivili/ation.  but  never  succeeded,   for  the  diplomat  was 

,1!1<1    Would   lint  Commit   hill1 

It  has  In m  our  custom,  of  late,  to  send  out  colored 
nu-ii  tn  Haiti  as  minister  and  consuls;  but  the  Haitians 
themM-lves  do  not  like  it  overmuch,  notwithstanding  the 


mss  ua  -  \-.i  i 


1 1 Y  PPOLITE 

men  are  able  and  excellent ;  for  they  look  around  the 

Id  and  perceive  no  colored  men  as  repr-  s  in 

other  lands,  and  a>k  why  we  do  not  treat  all  alike.     They 

I  to  ask  this  question,  in  their  ignorance  not  under- 

ies  of  American  politics,  and  the 

rntive  to  provide   f«»r  his  colored 

friends  ami  voters  in  some  way  without  giving  too  great 

offense  to  the  preponderating  white  vote.    As  few  white 

men  wlm  h.ive  lx-en  in  Haiti  once  ever  care  to  go  again, 

safe  to  send  the  colored  office-seeker  there. 


OUR    \VKST    INDIAN    NI.K.HBORS 

I'.iit  the   I  laitians,  in  thei: 

that  tin-  real  |  tin-  \\hit-  not  good 

enough  f'-r  tin-in!     I  .ft  it  go  at  that,  f  .mix- 

is  something  so  stupendous  that  to  combat  i  l»c  a 

futile  task. 

As  God  made  it.  Haiti  is  a  dream  of  delight;  a>  tin- 
black  man  has  defiled  it,  no  white  person  can  live  there 
and  be  content.     Provided  the  roads  were  good — th< 
they  are  not — we  might  hire  horses  and   a   guide  and 
strike  in  from  Port  au  Prince  for  the  Dominican 
tory,  through  the  high  forests,  and  by  the  way  of  the 
historic  Knriquillo  country,  where  at  one  time  live<! 
innocent  Indians  whom  the  Spaniards  < 

A  glimpse  of  what  God  did  for  Haiti  before-  tin  white 

man  brought  hither  the  black  pagan  from  Africa  may  be 

•Tied  hy  short  rides  into  the  country;  but  in  the  town 

there  is  nothing  worth  an  effort  to  see.  u  l>e  the 

palace  "   and   the  cathedral,  the  ragg-  who 

obtrude  then  •  r\  where,  and  the  put- 

able  police,  also  disagreeably  ubiquitous  and  persi 

a-  bcggart, 

Many  of  the  soldiers  are  stationed  about  the  President's 
palace  in  the  Champ  de  Mars.  The  latter  is  a  large 
plaza  which  more  resembles  a  vacant  city  let  than  a  pub- 
lic parade  ground,  being  total!  and 
incumbcred  with  all  sorts  of  rubbish  peculiar  to  tlv 
age  vacant  lot.  including  the  goat  ami  the  tomato  can. 

The  building  itself  is  large,  but   unpr  built 

of  brick  and  wood,  on  the  seav.  p  de 

Mars.       A   < 

guard,   no  matter    \sh-.   t!  '    incunil- 

happen  to  IM-.  and  a  (i.itling  gun  is  mounted  in  the  1 
hall  in  close  proximity  to  some  neglected  but  Uautiful 
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.statuary,  relics  of  a  past  age  when  one  of  the  excnt 
had  a  spasm  of  refinement  and  undertook  to  embellish 


the  pal.u-e.     The  white  marbles  to-day  are  soiled  with 
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the  finger  ma  A  ho  lounge  about 

on  guard,  but  otherwise  they  have  not   received  much 
alien: 

The  soldi  .early  all  barefooted,  clad  in  ragged 

regimentals,  and  carry  their  guns  like  so  mucl 
wood."     <  >nce  in  a  while  the  numerous  gen- 

con^*  around  and  shouts  "  Attention  !  "  \\hen  siieh  of  tin 
soldiers  as  are  within  hearing  shnfile  up  in  an  irregular 
line,  dragging  their  guns  l>chind,  and  go  through  \sliat 
they  fondly  believe  is  a  drill,  as  prescribed  by  great  tac- 
ticians. Then,  this  over,  they  lounge  back  again  to  their 
favorite  pastime  of  drawing  circles  in  the  sand  with  their 
.  or  shooting  craps. 

When  off  duty,  the  I  laitian  soldier  sometimes  puts  in 
his  time  begging  from  passersby  on  the  str< 
as  an  excuse  that  hi>  pay  is  in  arrears  and  he  \\U!  have 
to  wait  till  the  next  revolution  for  a  chance  to  . 
As   t!,>  ,Hy  the  truth,  or  at  all  events  qu 

reasonable  assumption,  the  soldier  sometimes  does  very 
well  by  waylaying  people  on  tli-  is  and  solicit- 

ing from  door  to  door. 

Knglixh.  French,  and  American  steamers  touch  in  at 
all  ports  on  Haiti's  coast,  and  communication  is  frequent 
U-twcen  Port  au  Prince  and  Cape  Haitien.  the  northern 
capital.  On  the  way.  the  taautiful  island  of  Gonaive.  in 
the  Gulf  of  Lc<  i  passed,  and  at  the  cxti 

northwest  of  the  main  island  lies   Mole  San   Nicolas,  a 
land-locked,  natural  harbor,  of  such  strategical   ii 
tance  that  the  t'niied  States  would  like  to  possess  it  as  a 
naval  station. 

CajH-   Haitien  is  as  finely  situated  as  the   IWt.  li.v, 

:nd  of  mountains  ami 
structures  erected  I»\  the  l-'mich  of  the  «  :ury 
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heaps  of  brick  ami  >t«»iu-.  while  the  foun- 
the\    provided  art-  ch«  >ked.  the  aqueducts  tl 
struck-!  in  ruin-,  and  the  gardens  they  laid  out  gone  to 
decay.    There  is  no  good  hotel  in  the  place,  nor  a  public, 
scarcely  a  private,  convenience  of  any  sort:  the  guv 
are   filled    with   filth,   the   air   tainted    with   pestilential 
emanation^. 

Yet,  here  at  Cape  Haitien.  great  historic  events  have 
taken    place;   here    I.eclerc   and   thirty   thousand   of   his 
men  died  of  yell<>\\  fever :  here  the  white  men  were  driven 
the  blacks  into  the  sea:  here  lilxrty  was  proclaimed 
•laiti.  and  here  lived  the  black  kings  who  made  laws 
and  committed  massacres  unchecked.     Out   beyond  tin- 
that  protect  the  harW  from  the  sea,  the  flagship  of 
Columhr  xmta   Maria."  wa<  wrecked,  on  ("hri-t- 

eve,    1402,  and  over  on   the   shore  at   Guarico  the 
wrcr  as  collected  and  the  first  fort  in  Ann 

erected  by  Europeans. 

Two  hours'  ride  from  the  Cape  arc  the  ruins  of  Sans 

vi.  the  I>eautifu1  palace,  in  a  more  beautiful  valley. 

built  by  commands  of  Christnphe.  the  great  P.lack  King. 

in  the  early  years  of  the  nineteenth  century.     Sans  Snuci 

•uatcd  in  the  hills  almve  the  lovely  vale  of  Millot.  with 

a    background    of    tropical    forest    and    a    foreground 

Mkled  with  palms  and  the  huts  of  simple  cultiva' 
Roofless  ruins  are  the  only  remains  of  the  palace,  and  a 
wilderness  of  tropical  plants  of  the  extensive  gardens  of 
Christophe's  time. 

hours  further  back  in  the  hills  stands  the  stu- 
pendous rtress  erected  by  the  king  as  a  retreat 
\\hen  the  French  should  come  to  avenge  his  massacres. 
They  never  came,  having  had  enough  of  Haiti:  but  there 
Christophe  immured  himself,  within  walls  twenty  feet  in 
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and  a  liun<ln-il  in  height.  in  tin-  ! 
and  <ui  tin    parajnts  mounting  more  than  three  hun< 
cannon,  most  of  which  may  be  seen  to-<lay.     I  ler. 
di«-d  the  great  Black  King.  self  -slaughtered  by  a  silver 
bullet  driven  into  his  brain.     The  chamber  in  which  he 
killed  himself  is  shown,  also  his  treasury,  \vlu-r.    he  is 
said  to  have  accumulated  thirty  million  dolla 

La  Ferriere,  as  the  fortress  is  ca  ids  upon  the 

truncate,  crest  of  a  steep-sided  mountain,  in  the  midst  of 
wild  forest,  yet  can  be  seen  from  the  Cape,  from  a  vessel's 
deck  in  the  bay,  one  of  the  grandest,  strangest,  most 
fascinating  of  the  New  World's  works  in  stone  and 
mortar.  It  is  a  monument  of  the  Haitian  civilization  at 
its  best  :  it  will  never  be  duplic; 

Near  the  coast,  at  the  Cape,  the  ruins  are  shown  of  a 
buccaneer  stronghold  ;  hut  the  real  rendezvous  of  tlu 

rs  was  at  Tortuga.  the  desolate  island  across  chanm-1. 
five  miles  from  Port  de  Paix.     Here  such  worthie-  «>t  the 
buccaneer  profession  as  Lolloivis.    Mans\i-ldt.    M»- 
and    other   crime-stained    cut-throats   made    their    li 
quarters  during  mam  last  half  of  the  se 

trcnth  century.  The  island,  with  its  prieelt  >  memories 
of  Columbus  and  the  buccaneers,  belongs  t->  Haiti,  and 
lias  few.  if  any.  j>ennanent  inhabit  hese  few  live 

in  huts  on  the  sands  and  spend   their  time   in   ti-! 
turtling,  and  searching  for  the  pirates'  treasures,  said  to 
be  concealed  in  th« 

It  was  in  the  guise  of  pr:  .md  then  as  filibus- 

f.  or  buccaneers,  that  the  alien  invaders  of  the 
Caribbean  Sea  first  worried  the  Spaniards,  and  in  1530 
one  of  their  great  Dons  stirred  nj>  a  hornet's 

nest  when  he  drove  the  Fn-m-h  a-  neers 

from  the  Island  of  Saint  Kitts.     For,  depi  :heir 
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there,  llu-ir  plantations  ami  fishing  privileges, 
timu-d   piratrs  ami  made  a   rvmle/vous  at   TortUga, 
off  llu-  m.rtli  OMM   "i    Haiti.  :    them,  maiiil 

French  .  tied  in  the-  larger  inland,  where  they 

a  semi-savage  existence,  hunting  the  wild  cattle  which, 
sprung  from  Spanish  stock,  roamed  the  fields  and  forests 
by  the  thousand. 

These,  in  fact,  were  the  original  huccaneers,  the  name 
t   In-ing  derived  from  their  pi  of  "boucan- 

ning."  or  smoking,  the  flesh  of  the  wild  cattle,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Carih  Indians,  over  an  open  fire  of  st 

.-in  partnership  with  the  fiilbusteros 

proper.  \\h« »  derived  their  Mipplies  from  them,  and  divided 
with  them  their  Spanish  sj>oils.  Many  a  treasure-laden 
galleon,  floundering  through  the  Windward  Passage 
between  Cuba  ami  Haiti,  was  captured  by  these  buc- 

>k  their  treasures  to  Tortuga. 

\\herr  they  held  high  revel  over  their  ill-gotten  wealth. 
The  bucc.  t'or  quite  half  a  century,  the  last 

t  haul  they  made  being  at  the  sack  of  Panama.  1671, 
\\hen  Morgan  (afterwards  Sir  Henry,  ami  governor  of 
Jamaica),  secured  enough  to  enable  him  to  settle  down 
to  a  respectable  mode  of  life.  Something  more  than  a 
quarter-century  later,  or  at  the  Peace  of  R>>wick.  1697, 
the  1-Yench  were  confirmed  in  possession  of  the  third  of 
the  island,  now  known  as  Haiti,  although  the  boundary 
line  hetwern  I'Vench  and  Spanish  territory  was  not  actu- 
ally delimited  until  alxmt  the  middle  of  the  next  century. 
This  boundary  lias  often  been  crossed,  by  one  party  or 
the  other;  but  not  in  recent  times;  and  is  at  present  re- 
spec  l>oth  the  Haitians  and  Dominicans.  The 
wonder  is  that,  during  the  frequent  "  revolutions"  of  the 
.iry  past,  the  resjK-ctive  territories  have  not  been  more 
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franieiitl)    invaded  ami  the  island  «  •!  1»\    int. 

-laughter.     Thr  reason  for  tli  y  be 

sho\\n  in  a  stiuly  of  conditions  prevailing  tli 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  co; 

Dominicans,  since,  so  far  as  their  whit-  con- 

cerned— although  it  may  now  be  considered,  perhaps,  as 
a  negligible  factor — we  have  on  one  M«K  the  remote 
descendants  of  the  fierce  buccai  <>n  the  other  Un- 

equally remote  descendants  of  valiant  comj\nslad>- 

This  process  of  elimination  began  when  t 
colonists  were  "expelled"   (to  make  use  of   Mir. 
Leger's  innocuous  euphemism)   from  the  country  about 
a  century  ago,  and  is  still  going  on.     That  those  \\ 
colonists  were   "  exj*-lled  "  by  the  gr.-  —at 

.  beheaded,— burnt  alive,  and  sawn  a  Mir  :lu  r 

here  nor  there.      If  the  queMion  were  raised,  the  Hai1 
would  doubtless  tell  yon  that  their  revolution.  ^tors 

acquired  the  custom  from  their  masters,  and  merely  gave 
them  a  dose  of  their  own  medicine.   At  any  rate  it  was 
effective,  for  not  one  of  them  has  rver  returned  to  plague 
the   Haitians  by  their  presence  in  the  tlesh.      What 
did  to  Dessalines,  Chi;  md  others  whom  : 

people  called  tyrants  and   m< 
garded  as  heroes,  has  not  been  recorded.     But  it 
that  ( 'hristophe.  the  ir 

!HH, tink'  himself  in  the  head  \\ith  a  silver  bullet,  and 
that  tradition  rel.v  thereto  by  the  spooks 

he  saw.  mainly  of  the  white  ignificent 

palace  of  Sans  Souci. 

The  rare  perspicacity  shown  by  the   Haitians,  in  not 
only  expelling  the  white  man  from  tlu  ir  republic,  but  in 
passing  laws   which    forbid    him   to  acquire   any    r 
whatever,— except  he  be  married  to  a  black  woman, — has 
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ii  evinced  I iy  the  Dominicans;  neither  ha\ 
SO    acutely    discriminative    in    their    slaughter  '•' 
have  imt  withheld  tlu-ir  hands  fmm  tin-  sword — or 
r  from  the  pistol  and  machete — but  perhaps  they  may 
•r  blind";  they  have  gone  on  with  their  blood- 
is  to  the  cnmpk-xinn  a  man  may 
ve  when  in  life. 

When  the  late  lamented  Hyp|M»lite  was  in  hi-h  feather 
President  ol  Haiti,  he,  one  day,  in  riding  down  a  side 
t    I'ort  au  I'rincc.  saw  a  poor  cobbler  sittin 
The  cobbler  also  saw  him,  and  though  Hyppolite 
ral's  uniform   (and  "generals"  compose 
nine-tenths  of  the  "  army  "  ».  he  did  not  know  he  was  gaz- 
ing at    the    august    K.xccutivc.      I'.ut    he    instinctively    re- 
moved  his  hat.  and  then  went  on  with  his  work.     It 
'  riled  "  the  President  to  see  a  man  working,  and  so  busy 
that  he  hadn't  time  to  rise  from  his  bench,  and  he  called 
two  of  hi>   soldi- •        "Take  that   man  away   from  his 
work."  he  commanded.     He  was  taken  a\ 

>w,  take  him  off  and  shoot  him."  was  the  next 
order.  This  was  done,  and  the  President's  affronted 
dignity  was  appeased. 

This  is  a  tale  they  tell  in  Port  au  Prince — now  that 
1  hey  would  not  dare  tell  it  when  he 
was  alive,  though  it  may  be  just  as  true  now  as  it  ever 
was.  I  met  this  despot  of  a  decade  ago,  and 
was  much  impressed  with  his  dignified  bearing.  I  also 
met  ami  was  very  friendly  with  another  44  later  lamented  " 
hero,  or  tyrant  (as  the  case  may  be).  General  Ulises 
Heureanx.  former  President  of  Santo  Domingo. 

Just  how  many  successors  they  have  had  since  is  a 
matter  <  .f  n«  >  c<  •n>e(|iieiice,  for  the  present  Kxecutive  of  the 
republic  will  I  in  fact,  he  must  )  carry  on  the  policy  of  his 
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predecessor.  I  l-'iiti  's  ^'tting  blacker  and  blacker,  if  it  be 
possible  (tlu  \\hitc  element  having  almost  arrival  at  the 
vanishing-point  )  ;  and  if  Santo  Domingo  is  not  getting 
whiter.  it  is  n»t  the  fault  of  either  the  man  f<»r  the  moment 
in  jxjwer,  —  nor  of  the  fiscal  an<l  oth.  •  of  that 

country,  who  do  not  stint  the  "  whitewash     brush  at  all. 

It  is  when  the  one  countn-  or  the  oth.  aise 

a  loan,  that  protests  U-gin  to  apjH-ar  in  the  press  anent  the 
"  mother  goose  "  stories  respecting  the  voodoo,  cannibal- 
ism. ete..  etc.,  which  are  repeatedly  told  of  the  Haitians. 
In  other  words,  both  peoples  are  wholly  :  s  of 

what  the  white  man  thinks  or  does,  so  long  as  he  funr 
tlu-  dincro  for  the  exploitation  of  their  beloved  country  — 
by  and  for  the  natives,  of  course. 

That  each  country  is  rich  in  undeveloped  resources,  of 
gold,  copper,  to  some  extent  iron  and  coal,  and  with 
treasure  in  its  cabinet  and  dye  wo<  one  who  has 

passed  through  their  wonderful  forests  can  testify.     The 
difficulties  in  the  way  of  exploiting  the  hidden 
of  both  republics  lie,  as  intimated,  in  tin   peeuliariti. 
the  inhabitants.      In  no  country  of  the  world  wi' 
hospitality  of  a  certain  sort  be  shown  than  in   I  la; 
Santo  Domingo;  in  no  vast  f  pan  will  the  lone 

traveler  (speaking  generally)  be  safer  than  in  the  interior 
of  that  beautiful  island. 

I'.ut  the  "exception  "  might  appear  in  the  shape  of  a 
bullet,  or  of  a  machete  cut  from  some  fanatical  i 
resident  in  the  mountains  who  had  not  seen  a  white  man 
often  enough  to  know  him  from  a  rhinoceros,  and  who 
would  naturally  give  himself  the  benefit  <»f  the  doubt! 
As  to  the  projK-nsJty  (alleged)  of  the  Haitians  to  pilfer 
from  th-  .it  may  IK-  remarked  th  'heir 

treasury,  and  so  long  as  those  who  actually  suft  < 
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complain.  wh\  should  the  casual  resident  or  new  arrival? 
an  old-timer  «.f  1'.  >rt  an  Prince  once  remarked  to  the 
HIT:  "What's  the  difference  between  our  beloved 
•nt.  who  'feather  his  IUM/  and  then  skeep  to 
Jamaica,  and  your  great  Monsieur  Crokair,  who  do  the 
same  and  skeep  to  Eengland:'  Ha.  \ou  geeve  it  up,  eh? 
\\Y1I.  it  res  this.  W«»M  ( tier  ami.  Our  beloved  President, 
some  millions,  and  he  skeep— but  he  nevair  come 
luck  again  no  more!  If  lie  do  we  shoot  him  dead!  But 
as  for  your  Monsieur  I'rokair — ecf  he  come  hack,  you  go 
to  meet  him  with  the  brass-band,  the  fireworks,  and  the 

i  hand.'     Is  it  not  so?" 

After  all.  why  should  it  concern  us  what  the  Haitians 

take   from   other   Haitians — peradventure   they   do  so? 

A  woman  belonging  in  the  alleged  voodoo  sect,  who  was 

indicted   for  devouring  her  own  children  at  a  cannibal 

•uony     in    honor    of    the    "great    green    serpeut." 

•emarked:     "Well,  what  if  I  did?     They  were 

my  children,  and  uho  had  a  better  right 

What  an  outs|><>kcn  editor  of  a  local  paper,  the  Gazette 
du  I\'nplc,  wrote  more  than  twenty  years  ago  applies  to 
the  condition  of  affairs  in  Haiti  to-da\  :  "For  > 

Or  from  the  daie  of  our  national  e 

\\hat  have  \\  e  done  -  Nothing,  or  almost  nothing.  All  our 
constitutions  are  defective,  all  our  laws  are  incomplete, 
our  customs  badly  administered,  our  navy  is  detestable, 
our  police  ill-organized,  our  army  in  a  pitiable  state,  our 
finances  rotten  to  the  base,  the  legislative  power  is  not 
understood  and  never  will  be,  the  primary  elections  are 
neglected,  and  our  people  do  not  feel  their  importance. 
Nearly  all  our  public  edifices  are  in  ruins;  the  public  in- 
struct nost  entirely  abandoned." 
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Aboriginal  name  of  the  island  —  Altitudes  of  its  mountains  — 
Description   by   an  "Id   writer  —  A   «--:iiir>    t  i<led  — 

The  IM.t.k  Republic.  according  to  Saint  John  —  Where  Voo- 

•••'.:::-.:•'.:        '  •      j-l.i    !:»«••! 

Land  of  the  httf-garou  —  The  "goat  without  horns"  —  An 
American  botanist  on  Haiti  —  Toussaint  I'Ouverture  not  now 
1  1  a  it  i  as  <>f  old  —  Because  he  is  a  colored  man,  not 
black  —  Tribes  from  which  the  Haitian  negroes  descended  — 
The  basis  of  their  language  the  Congo  tongue  —  the  family 
that  introduced  the  serpent  worship  —  When  the  first  slaves 
were  taken  to  Haiti-Santo  Domingo  —  A  brief  revolutionary 
chronicle  —  When  the  Haitians  expelled  the  French 
How  Jack"  to  aid  them  —  Their  policy  of  isola 
Where  the  white  man  is  discredited;  though  the  black 
female  sometimes  marries  him  —  How  the  aristocracy  has 
suffered—  Haitian  revolutions  arc  "family  affairs,"  and  the 
whites  must  not  intrude  —  But  they  sometimes  are  slain  by 
stray  bullets  —  A  list  of  Haiti's  various  rulers  —  Some  of 
them  served  out  their  terms  —  Nineteen  rulers,  including  one 
"  king,"  one  "  emperor,"  and  seventeen  despots. 


THE  aUiriKinal  name  of  tin-  island.  M^nifnntf  the 
hijjh.  or  mountainous  count  r>  i    in 

a  single  word.  The  island  of  Hispaniola,  or 
Ham  Sam..  1  )«>jniu^o,  contains  28,250  square  miles,  of 
\vlm  h  10,200  square  miles,  or  a  little  more  than  one- 
third,  is  comprised  in  the  Haitian  jx.rti.  :  only 

is  this  the  most  mountainous  island  of  the  West   Ir 
but  it  can  boast  the  highest  jn-ak,  in  the  Antilles,  for  the 
dominating  peak  of  the  Cibao,  or  central  cordilU  ra   V 

nated  to  be  over  11,000  feet  in  altitude,  ex- 
164 
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Turquino  of  Cuba  and  the  Blue  Mountain  Peak 
of  Jamaica  by  more  than  3000  feet. 

Given,  then,  a  c<>;  loud-piercing  mountains 

surrounded  by  a  tropical  sea,  with  ever-blowing  winds 
beatr  ist  tln-ir  peaks  and  slopes,  the  moisture  con- 

densed from  which  furnishes  nourishment  for  forests  of 
perennial  verdure,  with  deep  ravines  and  smiling  val 
through   which  course  muring  rivers,   rippling   streams. 
and  \ou  have  the  essentials  for  \\hut  Haiti  veritably  is,  a 
natural  paradise. 

Says  an  1. Mulish  gentleman  of  high  attainments,  one 
who  resided  in  Haiti  in  official  capacity  for  more  than 
twenty  \ears:  "  I  have  traveled  in  almost  every  quarter  of 
the  globe,  and  I  may  say  that,  taken  as  a  whole,  tin-- 
no finer  island  than  that  of  Santo  Domingo-Haiti.  No 
country  possesses  greater  capabilities,  or  a  better  geo- 
graphical position,  more  variety  of  soil,  of  climate,  and  of 
production,  with  magnificent  scenery  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and  hillsides  where  the  pleasantest  of  health-resorts 
might  IK-  establish 

"  And  yet."  he  goes  on  to  say.  "  it  is  now  the  country  to 
be  most  avoided,  ruined  as  it  is  by  a  succession  of  self- 
ing  politicians,  without  honesty  or  patriotism,  content 
to  let  the  people  sink  to  the  condition  of  an  African  tribe, 
that  their  own  selfish  passions  may  be  gratified." 

In  other  words,  the  gifts  of  nature  have  not  been  appre- 
the\  should  have  been,  and  there  seems  to  have 
been  a  p<  lie  divine  intent:  that  the  l>est  gifts 

of  God  should  go  to  those  best  capable  of  appreciating 
them.  IKre  in  Haiti  we  have  an  Eden,  no  doubt;  but 
also  a  serpent,  collectively  represented  by  the  black  popu- 
lation, and  specifically  by  the  African  sorcery  of  the 
Voodoo,  or  Vaudon.r. 
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That  is,  the  gentleman  just  quoted  would  have  it  appear 
so,  for  he  is  no  other  than  Sir  Spencer  >hn,  one- 

time HIT  iiritannic  Majesty's  minister  resident  at  Port  au 
Prince,  and  whose  book,  "  The  P.lack  Republic."  con:. 
a  scathing  arraignment  of  the    Haitians,  together   with 
details  of  the  revolting  practice*  of  the  Vaudoux  and  the 
ihals.  who  reside  in  the  most  beautiful  country  that 
America  can  boast.     It  was  published  fifteen  years  ago, 
lu   circumstantial  accounts  narrated  in  this  book  of 
horrors  have  never  been  refuted.     In  fact,  no  one  \\lio 
has  visited  Haiti  and  remained  there  any  length  of  time 
escape  the  conviction  that  voodooism,  and  occasion- 
ally cannibalism,  are  still  practiced  by  the  people  living  in 
districts  remote  from  the  coast  and  important  centers  of 
population. 

This  is  not  saying  that  all.  nor  any  large  porportion,  of 
the  Haitians,  follow  the  precepts  of  the  sorcerers,  the 
serpent- worshi | HTS  ;  but  that  they  have  in-rmeated  the 
population  in  every  direction.  The  writer  lias  had  occa- 
si..n  to  verify  these  accounts  of  Saint  John  (not  the 
"  Divine."  if  \ou  please.— in  Haiti)  in  conversation  with 
resjK-ctahle  residents  of  Port  au  Prince  and  C'ajH-  Haitien. 
few  of  whom  had  the  hardihood  to  den\  th<  e  of 

the  evils  dcscriU-d. 

There  is  too  deep  a  Ix-lief  in  the  almost  preternatural 
power  of  the  fa^a-lois  and  maman-lois  (high  priest  and 
priestess  of  the  Yawloux).  and  the  dread  of  the  terrible 
\oup-gorou— the  human  Im-na  that  kidnaps  children. 
buries  them  alive,  and  then  resurrects  them  for  the  sacri- 
fices—is too  pervasive  and  real,  to  permit  of  denial  by 
thoie  Who  have  to  live  in  1  laiti  ami  endure  the  « 
cannot  remedy. 

The  Haitians  will  tell  you  that  it  is  none  of  your 
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ness,  and  that,  at  all  events,  you  should  not  try  to  attract 
attention  to  the  bad  qualities  of  a  few,  to  the  exclusion  of 
their  innumerable  virtues.  Perhaps  this  is  true,  for  that 
tlu-  natives  ,,i  Haiti  have  many  virtues,  and  among  them 
those  of  hospitality  and  generosity,  no  one  who  has  lived 
among  tlu-in  will  deny.  So.  let  us  content  ourselves  with 
merely  mentioning  the  fact  that  the  Voodoo  does  exist  in 
tlu-  island,  that  it  is  probably  a  survival  of  African  fetich- 
ism,  and  that  the  worship  of  the  serpent  (the  great  green, 
harmless  snake  of  the  island)  dors  not  nece^arily  imply 
a  belief  in  cannibalism.  Now  and  then,  it  is  affirmed,  in 
the  frenzy  of  the  serpent  dance,  the  worshipers  will  be 
content  with  nothing  less  than  the  sacrifice  of  the  "goat 
without  horns,"  or  in  other  words,  a  living  child;  but  as 
it  is  usiialh  a  colored  or  negro  child.  "  furnished  for  the 
occasion  |,y  some  one  of  the  revelers,  the  white  person 
has  really  no  reason  for  interference — so  the  Haitians 
say. 

This  is.  perhaps,  an  extreme  expression  of  their  resent- 
ment at  the  intrusion  of  white  people  into  their  affairs. 
They  cannot  understand,  inasmuch  as  they  th< 
remain  at  home  and  attend  to  their  own  affairs,  why  the 
white  man.  or  woman,  should  take  a  particular  interest  in 
their  home  life  and  ci: 

The  Haitians,  "according  to  St.  John."  are  quite  as 
black  as  painted  ;  and  \  et  he  lived  for  years  among  them, 
and  at  last  escaped  with  his  life,  to  malign  and  traduce 
them — according  to  the  Haitians.  He  was  there  in  a 
diplomatic  capacity,  and  presumably  was  not  given  to 
wandering  in  the  forests  looking  for  spooks.  Hear,  then, 
the  testimony  of  an  American  botanist,  who  visited  the 
island  in  1903,  and  who  did  go  into  the  deep  woods  and 
live  among  the  primitive  people  there. 
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"  Haiti."  In-  HIjTB,  "  is  a  land  of  vast  mountain  chains 
rising  8000  feet  in  the  air,  overlapping  and  <  • 
each  other  in  inextricable  confusion;  unpierced  In    the 
rail,  threaded  only  by  bridle  paths;  clothed  with  tn  mm 
dous  tropical  forests,  in  which  splendid  hard-wood  trees, 
almost  worth  their  weight  in  gold  in  the  markets  of  tin- 
world,  fall  and  die  of  old  age,  untouched  l>>  tin-  ax. 

Throughout  these  mountains  are  little  palm-leaf  huts. 
perched  on  some  overhanging  cliff,  or  beside  some  deep 
ravine,  the  home  of  negro  peasants,  cultivating  their 
banana  patches  and  living  almost  as  primitive  a  life  as 
their  race  sustains  in  the  heart  of  Africa.  It  is  a  land  of 
peaks,  and  these  gigantic  needles,  clear  in  the  morning 
sun.  or  rising  like  misty  islands  from  the  rolling  sea  of 
afternoon  clouds,  make  an  endless  vista  of  wild  and  mag- 
niticent  mountain  scenery.  It  is  a  land  of  gold  and  silver. 
copper,  iron,  and  coal,  of  which  the  surface  is  hardly 
scratched;  a  land  of  almost  infinite  possihilities.  which  is 
not,  and  never  can  be,  developed  under  the  present  condi- 
tions ;  a  land  ruled  by  black  men — not  by  mulattos,  hut  by 
black  men  alone. 

"  The  black  intends  to  keep  his  country  for  himself.    In 
the  capital.  Port  au  Prince,  this  black  man.  when  high  in 
power,  will  generally  be  found  a  cultivated,  fulished. 
French  negro,  educated  in  Paris  and  a  t"r<  mu  nt  \  ^itor  to 
that  city,  living  in  a  pleasant  tropical  bungalow,  driving 
a  handsome  turnout,  formally  calling  on  tin  distinguished 
white  stranger,  and  inviting  him  to  dinner.     And,  back  in 
the  mountains  this  black  man.  perfectly  illiterate,  still 
ducts  his  Voodoo  ceremonies,  and  makes  human  sacrit 
It  is  off  in  these  remote  regions  that  the  Voodoo  I' 
tices  are  kept  up.    Of  course,  I  did  not  see  them ;  no  w  lnt< 
man  ever  does.     Hut  everyone  in  the  island  admits  that 
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tin  y  continue,  and  with  human  sacrifice,  in  spite  of  the 
Government's  efforts  to  stop  them." 

:  eOOTM  I  did  not  see  them  ;"  the  Haitian  points  tri- 
uini)hantly  to  that  admission,  and  demands  that  the  white 
man  produce  proof  of  guilt  on  the  part  of  the  black  man. 
I '.ut.  though  lie  biniM-lf  vaw  n<»  human  sacrifices.  Mi 
John  adduces  proofs  enough  in  his  pages,  citing  from 
local  newspapers,  and  giving  the  evidence  of  at  least  one 
priest,  uh..  -aw  a  child  strung  up  by  its  feet,  and  it>  throat 
cut.  \\hen  the  "goat  without  horns  "  Wlfl  demanded  as  a 

Let  us  turn,  however,  to  the  more  pleasing  features  of 
life  in  Haiti,  and  so  far  as  possible  ignore  the  presence  of 
the  black  man  from  Africa,  whose  m  this  para- 

dise is  at  best  an  accidental  intrusion.     He  was  brought 
b\  the  white  man.  as  a  slave  ;  and.  by  a  sort  of  poetic 
justice,  it  was  in.  this  island  of  Santo  Domingo,  where 
try  u:is  first  introduced  into  America,  that  it  was  also 
first  abolished.     The   Haitian  negro,  also,  has  the  credit 
of  having  been  instrumental  in  abolishing  it.  when  he  be- 
came   numerous    enough,    and  when  the  events  of  the 
French  revolution  made  it  jx.ssible  to  form  the  desirable 
conjunction.     Toussaint  1'Ouverture  was  Haiti's  George 
Washington  :  but  as  he  was  a  colored  man.  in  whose  veins 
the  blood  of  the  hated  "  Miinc."  he  is  not  held  in  so 

rhristophe.  or  as  D< 

04-1820).  the  latter  of  which  precious  pair  of  barbar- 
ians said  in  his  proclamation  of  1804:  "  Your  friends,  vic- 
tims «.f  the  French— why  delay  to  appease  their  manes? 
What— the  a  >ur  relations  in  the  grave,  and  you 

have  not  avenged  them?  " 

That  proclamation  was  i-Mu-d  in  the  year  iSo.j.  January 
first  of  \\hich  fttf  is  the  date  of  the  Haitian  Independ- 
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new  toy,  and  as  their  cm|>eror  and  his  court  had  become 
the  laughing  slock  of  tin-  civilized  world,  even  obtuse  and 
impervious  Haiti  was  forced  to  repudiate  him.     A  revolt 
was  successfully  conducted   l.\    one  Geffrard,  who 
many  years  after  followed  Soulouque  to  Jamaica,  an  a 
both  having,  it  was  reported,  plundered  the  government 
of  millions.     Geffrard  was  a  mulatto,  hut  his  successor. 
Salnave.  was  a  black  soldier,  who.  "  elecied  "   i 
in   1867,  was  driven   from  power  and  .shot  in  his  own 
doorway  by  orders  of  his  sun-ess ful  rival,  Saget 

And  so  they   went,  blacks  and   mulattos  alternat 
few  of  Haiti's  "  presidents  "  ever  completing  their  terms 
of  office.     Jamaica  became  the  Mecca  for  -  lents 

of  Haiti,  and  there  are  several  there  now,  who  only  s 
their  black  skins  by  suddenly  crossing  the  channel  ami 
putting  themselves  under  the  folds  of  the  I'.ritish  Hag. 

All  the  s,-t  tiers  of  French  extraction  having  been  mur- 
dered, all  their  projKTty  not  claimed  by  their  ill- 
children  was  absorU-d  by  the  state,  and  as  all  the  country 
mansions  had  been  destroyed,  they  can  be  t 
only  by  their  ruins.* 

The  sugar  plantation-   had  been  <1<  and   have 

never  been  restored;   but  the  coflfe.  lanted  by  the 

French,  and  seedlings  from  them,  still  flourish,  and 
chiefly   upon    their    products    ih.it    tin     Haitians    su! 

•  "What  wax  thr  i-on.:  mian  negroes  a  hundred 

years  ago?    They  were  slaves.    They  were  treated  like  beasts. 
They  were  compelled  to  work  likt  in  the  field.     They 

could  not  read.     They  could  not  write.     They  wen- 
good  VratiM-  they  were  not  allowed  to  Irani  anything. 
The  sanctity  of  their  homes  was  held  at  naught  and  prof  a 
ihnr  iLiiiKtitcrs.  ilu-ir  wi\<-s.  were  mere  pastime  f««r  t 

r    degradation    was    complete."  —  Minister    J.    N. 
Lfgfr  in  Ihf  \orlh  American  Rn*itw. 
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Even  so  early  as  1805  the  crop  of  the  year  exceeded 
30,000,000  pounds,  or  enough  to  load  fifty  large  ships. 
Add  to  tlu-  cofTee  crop  the  logwood  ami  mahogam .  the 
natural  fruits  and  vegetable,  tin-  fish  of  the  rivers  and  the 
sea,  and  take  into  accounts  the  glorious  climate,  th.r 
quires  neither  clothes  nor  fuel  for  the  dwell  and 

\\«-  have  some  of  the  requirements  for  a  lazy  man's  civ 
slum. 

Some  labor  is  necessary,  of  course,  to  cut  logwood  and 
mahogany,  and  it  requires  a  little  exertion  to  pick  up  the 
OOffce  IK-ITM  -  .  \>\\'  other  than  this  the  Haitian-  »i  the  in- 
ert themselves  hardly  at  all.  The  black 
peasantry  of  the  hills  bring  down  the  produce  of  the  old 
plantations,  when-  it  is  taken  in  hand  by  the  politicians 
who  control  the  customs,  and.  needless  to  say,  the  hulk 
of  the  proceeds  is  appropriated.  As  the  only  r< 
derived  from  the  customs  at  the  ports,  the  most  desirable 
governmental  j>ositions  are,  of  course,  those  that  enable 
their  occupants  to  -et  their  hands  on  the  exerts  .--nd  im- 
ports. There  is  a  Haitian  proverb  that  it  is  no  crime  to 
steal  from  the  state.  "  1'rcndrc  /'«irsv/r/  dc  1'ctat  ce  n'cst 
pas  he  collector  of  the  port  "  rules  the  roost,"  un- 

til he  is  removed,  or  "  promoted."  when  another  is  given 
a  chance  to  dip  into  the  treasury.  No  ruler  has  arisen 
since  the  emancipation  having  the  interests  of  the  people 
really  at  heart ;  no  great  public  work  has  ever  been  undcr- 
ii  for  the  improvement  of  the  country ;  the  only  struc- 
tures of  imi>ortance,  with  very  few  exceptions,  arc  those 
left  by  the  French,  and  these  are,  most  of  them,  in  ruins. 
r.uildings  destroyed  by  fire  or  earthquake  are  never  re- 
placed, and  the  nearest  approach  to  rebuilding  is  seen  in 
the  slab  shanty  leaning  against  the  walls  of  some  large 
structure  that  has  Ueii  demolished. 
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\\V  have  seen  who  were  the  ancestors  of  the  people  at 

tit  dominant  in  Haiti.  \vh«».  alwaxs  in  fear  ••!"  their 
inorr  |M>werful  white  neighbors,  have  enacted  that  the 
pale-faces  shall  not  directly  acquire  any  real  i  the 

omntry.  Kven  if  they  marry  Haitian  women  they  cannot 
inherit  any  landed  proj>erty,  but  only  the  proceeds  of  it 
xx  hen  sold  at  auction 

I'hey  can  be  merchants,  artists,  mechanics,  professors, 
teachers,  clerks,  and  engineer  a  native  xx  i 

"hut  are  barred  from  the  bench  and  the  bar,  mil 
honors,  and  civil  distinctions."     In  social  life,  hoxx 
(the  Creole  goes  on  to  assure  them),  and  in  calling 
which  they  are  legally  qualified,  *'  they  are  treated  with  all 
the  courtesy  and  regard  to  which  their  character  ent 
them.     Exemplary  conduct  on  their  part  always  enables 
them  to  overcome  the  social  disadvantages  attaching  to 
their  unfortunate  color  " — or  rather,  lack  of  it ! 

In  short.  Haiti  is  the  one  country  in  the  world  where  it 

-creditable  to  be  a  white  man.     Still,  it  is  confidently 
asserted,  the  colored  females  manifest  a  preference  for 
suitors  of  the  Caucasian  race,  notwithstanding  thi- 
sinister  on  tlu-ir  esumlieon.  and  will  marr>   them  drspitr 
their  disabilities     alxvaxs  provided,  of  course,  that  tlu\ 

noney.  and  can  boast  resjx  rentage. 

The  aristocracy  of  the  island,  having  suffered  consider- 
ably from  the  weeding-out  process  so  ruthlessly  applied 
by  the  blacks,  cannot  muster  a  corporal's  guard.  ;it  pres- 
ent, the  times  having  'uinged  since  the  good  old 
days  of  King  Henri  and  the  Emperor  Faustin  I ..  \\hen 

'tikes  of  Marmalade  and  Linnina-le  were  flourishing. 
The  only  one  the  writer  was  ever  privileged  to  gaze  ujx-n 
was  clad  in  faded  and  ragged  regimentals,  very  much 
out  at  the  elbows,  and  mounted  on  a  sorry  nag,  the  visible 


1 

Q 


CO 

i 


HAITI.    "lh>MK    (>F    THE    VOODOO"    175 

ri!)s  of  which  he  vainly  prodded  with  enormous  spurs 
fixed  to  bare  and  bony  heels.  I'.ut  he  wore  a  tattered 
chapeau  with  a  rooster's  feathers  in  it.  ami  his  el*»n\ 
ires  \\ere  stamped  with  the  dignity  descended  from 
an  immemorial  ancestry! 

It  may  IK-  true,  as  the  Haitians  assert,  that  their  frequent 
revolutions  are  strictly  family  affairs,  and  that  the  for- 
eigner is  perfect!)  safe  provided  he  goes  into  hiding 
while  the  fighting  continues;  hut  the  fact  remains  that 
very  few  foreigners  m  Haiti  ever  die  of  old  age!  Ill  a 
land  where  somebody  or  other  is  always  out  gunning 

-  .  there  is  danger,  an  ever-present  danger. 

of  being  shot.     It  may  not  be  with  intention;  but  therein 

the  real  danger  lies;  for  no  Haitian  was  ever  known  to 

hit  what  he  tired  at — though  he  is  sure  to  hit  somebody, 

and  that  somcl>od\   is  usually  the  "highly  resjxxted  for- 

Kven  an  execution  is  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

for  it   requires   \\hoU-   \olle\s  of  musketry  to  slay  one 

\ictim.  and  it  rarely  happens  that  he  docs  not 

have  several  innocent  attendants  to  the  spirit  land,  slain 

l»y  bullets  that  went  astray. 

Of  Haiti's  nineteen  rulers,  including  a  "  king"  and  an 
"emperor."  and  all  of  them  dictators  or  despots,  four, 
only,  completed  their  terms  of  office;  two  died  in  office; 
t  \\  o  \\  i- re  killed ;  one  committed  suicide ;  one  "  abdicated  " 
(under  compulsion);  eight  were  exiled;  one  is  still  on 
probation.  These  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  may 
account  for  the  reticence  of  the  Haitians  in  respect  to 
matters  political. 

1.  IVssalines.  killed  by  his  troops,  in  1806. 

2.  Pet  ion.  died  in  office,  in  power  12  years,  1818. 

3.  Christophe.  committed  suicide  in  1820. 

4.  Boycr.  exiled,  after  23  years  in  office,  1843. 
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ir,  1844. 
died  in  office,  OIK  ^45. 

^45.  aMu-atrd  m-xt  \ear. 
8.  Kiohe.  proclaimed  in  1846,  died  next  >ear. 
<>.  Sntilotique,  elected  1847;  "emperor,"  1849;  exiled 

IO.  (IcfTrard.  pri>i<U-nt  till  18/17  ;  cxilrd. 
n.  Salnavc.  president.  miMrd  and  >lmt,  1870. 
u     Nissa^r-Sa^i-t.    1870-74;  ounplctol  his  trim 
seizc<l    goviTiinu-nt.     iv 


14.  r.oisnmd-Canal,  i>  •«-lk-d  from  Haiti.  1879. 

15.  Salomon,  1879-88;  died  in  exile. 

16.  Lepitime,  1888,  one  year,  driven  out  and  exiled. 

17.  Hyppolitc.  1889-96;  died  in  oft; 

18.  Simon  Sam,  1896-1903;  filled  full  term  and  i- 

19.  Nord  Alexis,  1903  ;  at  last  accounts  in  pou 
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Mix.ovi KNED  SANTO  DOMINGO 

Richly  endowed  Santo  Domingo  —  How  the  Indians  were  mis- 
1       Santi.iK--.  i      the      Caballcros.— Railroads 

and  natural  highways  —  Columbus  and  the  chain  of  forts  In- 
built—"Sons  of   Somclxxly"    subjected   to 
of   Nobody"  — The  degradation  of  the  Dominicans  —  The 
late  President  l'li-es  Hi-urcaux.  called  by  his  people  "Lilis" 
-The  despot  of  Santo  Domingo,  whose  \utims  were  num- 
bered by  hundreds  — A  diplomat,  a  lit  a   brute  — 
Assassinated  by  the  son  of  a  man  he  had  killed —  His  unique 
personality  —  The  two  curses  of  the  Black  and  Brown  Re- 
publics—  African    inertia    and    atavism  —  Aspirants    for    the 
y  in  Sto.  Domingo  —  Condition  of  the  government 
y,   hopelessly   bankrupt  —  What   constitutes  a   "revolu- 
tionist"—  A  personal  view  of  "Lilis"  —  An  offer  to  loan 
the  bones  of  Columbus  for  a  consideration  —  What  the  con- 
;i   was  to  be — Official   document    in   proof  of  the 
i«n  that  the  offer  of  a  loan  was  made 

I  .111  anomaly  of  history  that  an  island  boast- 

ing tin-  oldest  dtx   "ii  American  soil,  and  among  the 
titM    discovered    by    (/olumhus.    in    !4<)J.    should    be 
thr     Irast     kiiMXxn    of    tin-     \\r-t     In.lir>  ;     \  ,-t     this    mav 
ml   i.f    I  Iis|iani«)|a    (or   Haiti-Santo   Domingo),  fir^t 
l>rt\\ct  n  th<-  jrean  i  \<>+  an.l   i.j'r't.  ami  since  occu- 
by  |H-«  »jdr  "f  a  race  alien  t«>  its  aboriginal  inhabitants, 
lattrr  \vrrr  long  ago  exterminated,  though  at  the 
time  the  island  \\.>  -red  thex   numhrred  more  than 

a  million.     Their  blood  flows  in  the  veins  of  many  an 
islander,  but   mingled   with  that  of  the  conquerors,  and 
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also  merged  in  that  sanguineous  stream  which  for  ccn- 
I  followed  thitherward  from  Africa. 

It  is  not  Santo  Domingo's  fault  that  it  has  not  occupied 
a  more  prominent  position  in  American  affairs.     Richly 
endowed    by    nature,   with   the   must    delightful    climate 
imaginable,  with  a  vegetation  comprising  all  the  pr<x! 
of  the  tropics  and  semi-tropics:  streams  of  pur' 
sparkling  in  the  sun  :  hills  and  headlands  presenting  the 
most  extensive  and  magnificent   views  of  palm -covered 
plains  and  varied  forests;  mountains  (the  central  cordil- 
leras)  rising  to  the  clouds  and  containing  rich  <1<  i-.-its  of 
gold ;  fine  harbors,  outlets  to  an  interior  country  of 
passing  fertility :  all  these  it  has.     Nature  has  done  much 
for   Santo  Domingo;   it   could   hardly  have  done  in 
and  man,  also,  has  done  much — all  he  could,  in  fact — to 
jKTvert  the  evident  designs  of  a  beneficent   Providmce. 

Yes,  man  has  proved  recreant  to  the  trust  imposed  in 
this  instance.  licginning  with  the  times  of  Columbus. 
evcrythii:  t«>  have  misled  its  mark.  Apolo: 

for  Columbus  may  tell  you  that  he  had  \  itiMi|>er- 

ablc  difficulties  to  contend  with  ;  moralists  may  animadvert 
upon  his  career,  as  an  object  lesson  of  \\hat  should  have 
beoi  avoided:  but  the  fact  remains  that  Santo  Domingo 
fared  badly  at  his  hands,  and  t'  d  worse. 

To  paraphrase  that  couplet  anent  the  Pilgrim  leathers: 

The  cnnquistadorrs   fell   on   tluir   knees; 
Then  they  fell  on  the  abortK 

They  smote  them,  hip  and  thigh;  and,  moreover 
smote  off  their  heads  by  basket  fuN.  it  1  nou 

practice  for  those  nob!  «s  who  came  over  with  and 

shortly  after  Columbus  to  try  the  temper  of  their 
M  Toledos  "  upon  the  Indian  skull. 
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"It  is  a  fine  morning,  let's  go  out  and  crack  a  skull," 
seems  to  have  been  the  customary  remark;  at  all  ev< 
the  historians  tell  us  that  the  beheading  of  Indians  was 
their  regular  matutinal  pastime. 

What  with  the  unrestrained  inclination  of  the  con- 
quistadores  to  decimate  the  aborigines,  and  the  severe 
tasks  they  imposed  upon  them  in  the  fields  and  mines,  the 
Indian  soon  became  a  n  then  an  exceedingly 

scarce,  commodity.     This  term  is  n  -edly.  for  tin- 

poor  Indian  was  considered  as  something  less  than  the 
lower  animals  and  was  bought  and  sold,  as  the  produce 
of  the  land.  A  superficial  regard  was  paid  to  his  soul, 
perhaps,  inasmuch  as  the  missionaries  (and  among  them 
the  great  and  good  Las  Casas,  who  resided  in  the  island 
many  years)  entered  their  protests  regularly  and  called 
down  upon  the  Spaniards  the  vengeance  of  Heaven. 

r  protests  did  not  appear  to  be  effectual,  however, 
for  the  exterminating  process  went  on ;  the  system  of 
encomicndas  was  carried  from  Santo  Domingo  to  Cuba, 
thence  to  Yucatan  and  Mexico;  to  the  Spanish  Main  and 
Peru.  For  Cortes,  Pizarro,  Balboa,  and  many  other 
•liards  whose  names  are  now  secure  in  Fame's  temple, 
had  their  first  training  in  Santo  Domingo.  It  was  not 
the  colonizing  center  of  the  then  New  World,  but 
also  the  home  of  its  barbarities,  in  which  the  conquista- 
dores,  many  of  them,  first  fleshed  their  swords;  first 
spilled  the  blood  of  innocent,  inoffensive  Indians. 

If  one  would  know  how,  at  least  in  one  instance, 
nature's  best  inu •ntK.ns  have  miscarried,  he  should  visit 
the  city  .if  Santiago  de  los  Caballeros,  in  Santo  Domingo. 
Situated  at  an  elevation  of  500  feet  above  the  sea,  on  a 
plateau  in  the  center  of  a  vast  valley,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Monte  Cristi  range  of  mountains,  and  on 
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tin-  south  by  the  cordillera  of  the  Cibao,  it  possesses  a 
salubrious  climate  and  attractive  scenery.  The  bluff  \\\»>\\ 
which  it  was  built  is  washed  by  ih.  .«|iii, 

called  by  Columbus  Rio  del  Oro,  or  River  of  Gold,  on 
account  of  the  precious  grains  he  found  in  its  sands.  The 
Vaqui  rises  in  the  southern  Cordilleras  and  flows  at  first 
northerly  toward  the  site  of  Santiago,  then  turns  north- 
•«  rl\ .  running  all  the  way  through  a  vall<  own 

name  to  the  Bay  of  Manzanillo,  where  it  meets  the  sea 
near  the  boundary  line  between  Santo  Domingo  and 
Haiti,  not  far  from  Monte  Cristi. 

I;n»in  the  Santiago  watershed  also  flow,  soutlu  a^u  rl\ . 
streams  which  unite  to  form  another  large  river,  the  Vuna. 
which  empties  into  the  Bay  of  Samana  ;  thus  the  city  has 
natural  outlets  cast  ami  west,  and  is  the  distribu- 
ter for  an  immense  region  rich  in  mineral  and  vegetable 
products.     It  is  situated  about  equi-distant,   100  n 
from  the  bays  of  Manzanillo  ami  Samana.  and  from  its 
commanding  position  has  long  been  the  objective  |M>int  of 
railroads  from  either  coast.     At  present  there  is  a  railroad 
from  the  roadstead  of  Sanchez,  in  the  bight  «>f  S.u.iana,  to 
within  about   twenty   miles  of   Santiago,   the   inland 
minal  being  at  Concepcion  dc  la  Vega,  one  of  the  an 
settlements  of  the  island  ;  and  another  connecting  Santiago 
with  Puerto  Plata. 

It  was  originally  the  intention  of  the  builder  of  the  first 
line  to  connect  both  bays,  uniting  such  towns  an<I 
as  Moca,  La  Vega,  Santiago,  and  San  Lorenzo,  with 
Sanchez,  and  the  Bay  of  Manzanillo  or  Monte  < 
either  end.     But  the  many  obstacl  it  to  railroad 

construction  in  a  tropical  country,  where  a  corrupt  gov- 
ernment granted  land  to  which  it  had  n«»  title,  and  mean- 
spirited  citizens  insisted  upon  extortionate  damages  for 
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tlu-  taking  of  properties  to  which  they  laid  claim,  proved 
too  much  for  tin-  projector  of  tliis  rnterj 

A  great  natural  highway,  however,  runs  from  one  end 
of  this  double  valley  to  the  other,  and  though  from 
Samana  to  Santiago  the  ordinary  road  is  almost  impass- 
able, especially  in  the  rainy  sea>«»n.  yet  from  Santiago 
Monte  C  risti  wheeled  vehicles  may  be  driven  at  all 
times. 

It  was  my  fortune  twice  to  pass  over  the  gap  existing 

I. a  Vega  and  Santiago,  a  distance  of  perl: 
twcnt)  mill -s.  and  it  took  me  six  hours,  mounted  on  a  good 
island  p<>n\.  to  accomplish  the  journey.     The  road 
was  a  p<  -gasso  sea  of  mudholes,  in  which  human 

bipeds  and  leasts  of  burden  floundered  almost  hopele- 
the  former  hupping  from  hummock  to  hummock,  and  the 
latter  plunging  l>elly  deep  in  holes  the  length  of  tluir  1 
This  was  one  of  the  first  highways  ever  surveyed  in  the 
Xe\\   World,  ami  yet  to-day,  doubtlrss.  it  is  in  worse  con- 
dition than  four  hundt-  tg<>.  when  the  virgin  f 

resounded  to  the  clang  of  armor  and  the  smiting  of 
steel  on  stone,  as  the  cavaliers  of  Columbus  made  their 
explorations; 

When  ('olumbus  first  marched  his  gallant  caballeros 
through  the  "  Hidalgo*.'  1'ass"  in  the  Yaqui  Mountains, 
•tit  from  the  city  he  had  founded  in  i-jg^.  and 
called  Isabella,  he  found,  in  the  valley  revealed  as  the  crest 
was* reached,  a  gentle  and  docile  body  of  people,  engaged 
in  cultivating  the  soil  and  innocent  pastimes. 

In  his  second  exjK-dition  to  the  interior,  having  ascended 
the  Yaqui  as  far  as  the  present  >iu-  of  Santiago  and 
crossed  the  watcr>lu-d.  lu  was  so  overcome  by  the  beauty 
of  the  great  valley  as  seen  from  the  hill  of  Santo  Cerro 
that  he  fell  on  his  knees  and  thanked  God  for  the  privilege 
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of  beholding  it.  I  I c  called  it  the  I'cga  Real.  Royal  Valley 
or  Plain,  since  it  surpassed  in  natural  charms  every  scene 
Iu-  had  ever  looked  upon. 

This  was  in  1404:  in  I4M5  he  led  his  forces  against  the 
hitherto  peaceful  Indians  and  overwhelmed  them  with 
terrible  slaughter,  converting  the  hill  of  Santo  Cerro, 
\\heiu-e  he  had  first  viewed  the  beautiful  Vega,  an 
said  to  have  directed  the  battle,  into  a  veritable  Golgotha. 
Gosely  following  upon  that  engagement,  in  which  the 
backbone  of  an  Indian  rebellion  was  broken,  came  the 
establishment  of  the  third  in  a  chain  of  forts  built  to  com- 
mand the  valley  of  Yaqui  and  the  western  Vega.  It  was 
called  Concepcion,  and  after  it  the  village  of  that  name, 
still  existing.  Fort  Concepcion  de  la  Vega  was  destroyed 
by  an  earthquake  in  1564,  but  remains  of  one  01 
bastions  are  still  to  be  seen,  as  also  portions  of  the  bell 
tower  of  a  church  erected  soon  after  it  was  built. 

The   year   previous,   in    141)4.   a   settlement   had   been 
effected  at  a  spot  called  Jacagua,  about  t\\ .  •  •  >r  tlm  e  : 
from  the  site  of  Santiago,  where  a  spring  of  delicious 
water  and  good  soil  made  an  excellent  location.     IV. 

>r  in  1504,  a  body  of  hidalgos  jKtitioncd 
King  Ferdinand  of  Spain  for  permission  to  locate  upon 
the  more  commanding  situation  of  Santiago,  on  the  bluff 
above  the  river  Yaqui. 

They  were,  most  of  them,  of  noble  blood— hidalgos,  or 
hijos  de  olgos.  "  sons  of  somebody  " — and  probably  the 
pick  of  the  conquistadores.  Their  request  was  granted, 
and  also  permission  to  distinguish  their  -he  appel- 

lation it  so  proud!  upon  to-day  :  «/r  l»s  ( \i/»d//. 

:  the  Gentlemen."  in  itself  a  pa  Abil- 

ity. At  the  outset  a  place  of  importance,  soon  outranking 
the  city  of  Santo  Domingo,  which  was  founded  by  the 
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plebeian  Bartholomew  Columbus  two  years  later,  San- 
tiago de  los  Caballeros  has  ever  held  itself  to  be  the  aris- 
tocratic capital. 

It  i>  pitiful,  in  view  of  the  changes  that  have  happened 
in  the  past  centuries,  to  find  the  population  of  the  island 
maintaining  this  distinction  to-day;  to-day,  when  the 
descendants  of  negro  slavrs  claim  to  IK-  the  cahallt't-'s.  ami 
those  ,,f  tlu-  coiii|uistadore>.  have  nearly  disapjH-ared.  Yet 
more-  pitiful  is  the  fact  that  the  descendants  of  those 
(1. m-ht \  conquerors,  who.  despite  their  cruelties,  have 
won  a  meed  of  admiration  for  their  bravery  and  unflinch- 
ing endurance,  have  for  many  years  been  subject  to  the 
inferior  race! 

The  white  jx>pulation  of  the  island,  all  too  few  m  num- 
ber, has  its  largest  representation  here,  and  there  are  old 
families  who  can  boast  descent,  more  or  less  direct  and 
contaminated  with  negro  and  al>original  blood,  from  the 
pid  companions  of  Columbus.  I  myself  have  seen, 
have  purchased  from  their  owners,  rare  old  "  Toledos  " 
that  doubtless  came  over  with  the  conquerors — jierhaps 
the  very  swords  with  which  the  valiant  Spaniards  were 
wont  to  cleave  the  skulls  of  inoffensive  Indians — as  we 
read  was  their  daily  custom  of  a  morning,  in  order  to  1 
their  hands  in.  and  to  prove  the  keenness  of  their  blades. 

The  degradation  to  which  the  Sons  of  Somebody  have 
descended,  and  the  poverty  that  would  induce  the  parting 
with  such  precious  heirlooms,  are  suggestive,  to  say  the 
least.  I'.ut  what  can  you  expect  from  a  people  who  have 
been  under  the  iron  heel  of  oppression  for  many  genera- 
10  have  been -accustomed  to  look  up  to,  and  not 
down  upon,  the  A  f rican  sons  of  nobody  ? 

[t  il  difficult  for  the  Anglo-Saxon,  so-called,  to  survive 
three  generations  in  the  tropics,  without  physical 
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degeneration,  even  when  dominant  and 
What,  then,  of  these  Latins  who  have  maintaiiu-d  them- 
selves without  actual  racial  deterioration,  and  can  l*>ast  — 
have  the  spirit  left  to  boast  —  of  their  ancestral  traditions? 

Because  of  this  distinguished  a>  the 

Vnts  of  Santiago  have  made  ma:  h  ineffectual. 

protests  against  the  black  and  yellow  domination  which. 
since  the  expulsion  of  the  Spaniards.  ha-  1  in 

Santo  Domingo.  Introduced  to  take  the  place  of  the 
fast  -disappearing  Indians  (some  historians  say  at  the 
instance  of  Las  Casas  himself,  though  from  the  best  of 
motives),  the  blacks  from  Africa  finally  became  numeric- 
ally superior  to  the  whites  —  they  and  their  various  mesti- 
zos —  and  in  the  end  predominated. 

One  of  the  most  famous,  and  by  all  odds  the  grea1 
of  those  usurixrs  with  black  blood  in  their  tl  the 

late  President,  Ulises  Heureaux,  who  was  assassinated  in 
1899.  He  was  an  especial  object  of  detestation  to  the 
caballeros,  but  rode  over  them  rough  sh,,«l.  Nut  that 
*'  Lilis  "  (to  use  the  diminutive  by  which  his  subjects  gen- 
erally spoke  of  him),  was  other  than  "  the  mildest  man- 
nered man  that  ever  cut  a  throat,"  or  that  tin-  writer  has 
any  prejudice  against  him  personally.  But  throats  he 
cut—  or  men  he  shot,  which  amounts  to  the  same  thing  — 
and  many  of  them,  merely  to  keep  himself  in  power. 

He  seemed  possessed  of  the  idea  that  he  was  the  man 
for  the  country;  but,  as  he  never  did  am  thing  for  tin- 
country  except  to  continually  squeeze  it,  that  his  coffers 
might  be  filled,  the  impression  somehow  got  abroad  that 
perhaps  he  was  not  the  right  man  after  all.  He  once  told 
me,  in  conversation,  that  he  rarely  had  a  man  sh< 
opinion's  sake,  or  imprisoned  that  he  did  not  soon  release 
him.  For.  said  he  naively,  in  his  quaint  and  broken 


MISGOVERNED    S\\T<  >    n<>MI.\<;<>     185 


lish.  -  What  g.MNl  it  do  me  ef  I  kill  In-:'  Then  he 
brother.  h<  father.  !u  wife  —  all  make  my  enemy.  Hut  cf 
I  i  >ut  he  in  preeson,  and  then  take  he  «uit.  and  feed  he, 
and  give  he  clothe,  he's  family  all  my  frien'." 

Notwithstanding  this  protest,  there  was  a  discrepancy 

between  his  theory  and  his  practice,  as  several  score  of 

political  victims  inij^ht  testify  —  peradventnre  they  could 

-\[  this  world  from  which  the  astute  "  Lilis  "  so  incon- 

tinently thru.xt  them  forth. 

I  rememlKT  that  on  my  first  visit  to  Santiago  I  carried  a 

letter  of  introduction  to  a  white  man  of  high  attainments. 

who  honored  me  with  an  exceedingly  generous  hospitality. 

r  the  hills  in  search  of  gold  and  ancient  relics. 

and  when  I  returned  a  few  weeks  later  my  talented  host 

was  not  to  be  found.     His  house  was  there,  but  closed; 

mends    answered    my    queries   evasively    with    sug- 

i  the  shoulders,  and  it  was  some  time 

before    I    learned    that    he    had    In-eii    taken    suddenly   to 

the    capital    and    incarcerated    in    tin-    cattle.      From    the 

V  he  \\as  taken  out  and  shot  to  death  —  so  far  as  I 

could  ascertain  for  no  other  reason  than  his  aversion  to 

the   President. 

No  less  than  seventy  such  summary  executions  were 
charged  upon  "I.  ills  "  after  his  downfall  and  death;  and 
it  was  further  charged  that  no  man's  life,  no  woman's 
virtu.  in  Santo  Domingo  while  he  lived. 

I  do  not  make  the  charge,  for  it  is  common  report  in 
the  island,  that  he  played  the  tyrant  as  hardly  the  role 
filled  he  l«»re   for  centuries.     And  yet   "Lilis"  had  many 
good    qualities.     He    was    modest,    and    unquestionably 
hrave  :  he  sj>oke  three  languai:  a  born  diplomat 

and    a   past    master   in    the   art   of  political   and   other 
intrigue.     How  many  bullets  he  carried  in  his  body  I  do 


i86       OUR  WEST  INDIAN  NEIGHBORS 

not  know;  but  several  had  found  him  out,  and  one  of  his 
amis  hung  useless  from  a  wound  received  when  he  was 
fighting — for  or  against  the  government. 

He  may  have  made  many  mistakes  during  his  long 
reign,  but  the  final  one  consisted  in  shooting  the  wrong 
man!     As  long  ago  as  1884,  it  is  said,  ho  put  to  «'. 
one  Caceres.  a  man  of  respectable  family;  and  fit 
Tt  later,  in  July,  1899,  a  son  of  this  man  shot  hi 
death    in   the  town  of   Moca,   whither   he   had    gone  to 
arrange  for  a  loan.     Brave  to  the  last,  the  President  : 
to  draw  his  revolver  and  make  stand  against  Ins  foe;  but 
he  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  fell  to  the  ground  shot 
through  the  heart.     His  guard  fired  several  ineffcctu.il 
shots  at  the  assassin ;  but  he  escaped,  and,  the  deed  being 
done,  was  lauded  as  a  hero  all  over  the  island. 

Many  a  man  had  desired  to  kill  "  Lilis  "  before  this 
event  deprived  the  government  of  its  head,  many  a  man 
had  attempted  to  do  so,  but  the  despot  always  got  wind  of 
the  plots  and  turned  the  tables  ujx.n  the  conspirators.  In 
1894  he  executed  six  ringleader*  in  a  •  linst 

him,  and  the  number  of  people  he  had  put  to  death  <>n 
various  ]  without  t  >timated  at  more  than 

three  hundred.     Hut  he  was  deprived  of  power  and  of 
life  at  the  same  moment,  and  others  arose  to  misgovern 
•  xalled  republic. 

Writing  soon  after  President  Hetireaux  was  shot.  I 
said  that  while  his  death  had  released  the  island  fr<>m 
despotism,  it  might  plunge  it  into  anarchy ;  and  sub- 
sequent events  seemed  to  bear  out  that  prediction,  for 
soon  there  rose  Jimenez,  Vasquez  (whose  cousin  shot 
"  I.ilis"),  Woz  y  (iil  (who  was  at  the  time  Domir 
consul  in  New  York),  and  finally  Morales.  to  dispute 
\\iih  Vice  President  Figueroa  the  success!,, n  to  execu- 
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power.     The  latest  happening,  tin-  "  revoluti* 
and  counter-revolutions ;  the  sending  to  Santo  Domingo 
of  an  American  war-ship  and  the  shooting  of  an  American 
marine,  are  events  too  fresh  in  memory  to  need  especial 
mention, 

The  great  Cuban  patriot,  General  Maximo  Gomez,  has 

been  frequently  invoked  (as  a  son  of  Santo  Domingo)  to 

aid  mi  or  another;  but  he  told  me  himself,  in 

Havana,   that   there  was  not  an  honest   jxilitidan  in  the 

.1.     He  mi^ht  jxrhaps  have  made  it  more  compre- 

>ut  he  was  speaking  only  of  Santo  Domingo. 
the  same  old  story:  innumerable  aspirants  for  the 
>ut  only  one  presidential  chair  to  be  filled — 
at  the  time.     If  there  could  be  introduced  a  certain  sort 
of  rotation  in  office,  by  which  one  of  the  gentlemen  could 
be  seated  and  held  in  j»-  the  space,  say,  of  a 

in.. nth.  and  then  IK-  induced  to  resign  in  favor  of  the 
n<  U-inent  of  stability  might  IK-  introduced  into 

Dominican  ail 

1'ut  the  presidential  bee  is  an  inconsiderate  insect — in 
Santo  Domingo— as  well  as  all-pervasive,  for  it  seems  to 
l>u//  in  No  sooner  does  one  man  feel 

that  the  salvation  of  his  1>e loved  country  depends  upon  his 
:ion  t«>  the  i>;  than  at  least  a  score  of  other 

"  patriots  "  become  convinced  that  they,  too,  were  born 
especially  for  president  es.  and  evince  their  determination 
in  no  unmistakable  manner  to  carry  out  the  evident 
of  fate.  The  wonder  is,  not  particularly  that  so 
many  Dominicans  are  afflicted  simultaneously  with  the 
presidential  hankering,  but  that  they  can  find  so  many 
adherents  on  the  spur  of  the  moment. 

The  average  Dominican  is  accustomed  to  carry  fire- 
arms almost  from  the  time  he  can  walk  without  assist- 
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ancc,  and  he  blindl\  adheres  to  whomsoever  comes  along 
first  and  makes  tin-  Ixrst  offer  for  his  MTV  ices.  That  is, 
he  adheres  to  him  until  his  convict  by  a 

better  offer;  and  this  account*  for  the  I'.H  t  that  there  are 
always  so  many  revolutionist*  in  tlu-  held  and  ti^hiing  SO 
promiscuously.  A  government  partisan  one  day  may  be 
a  revolutionist  the  next,  de|>ending  upon  the  with 

which  he  can  change  his  convictions  and  get  out. side  t  he- 
walls. 

Generally  shaking,  a  government  soldier  is  one  ti 
ing  behind  the  city  walls;  while  a  "  revolutionist  "  is  one 
without  and  wandering  in  the  open.     Of  whatev 
however,  the  Dominican  soldier  is  always  the  same  in  one 
respect — he  cannot  shoot.     Were  he  a  marksman  of  even 
average  ability,  the  Republic  would  long  ago  have  1 
deprived  of  its  most  eminent  citizens,  for  it  is  doubtful 
if  there  lives  any  man  of  prominence  in  Santo  Doin 
who  has  not  been  shot  at  a  number  of  ti- 
lt als..  strikes  the  observer  in  the  island  with  surprise 
that,  with  double  the  area  of  Haiti.  Santo  D..MI: 
sesses  only  half  the  jw.pulation  of  the  "  I  Mack  Ki-pul.' 
The  I  rivalry  goin^  «'"  In-twecn  the  two  reptr 

doubtless  serves  to  keep  down  the  population  of  In.th. 
and  the  time  may  come  when,  in  the  interests  Q! 
tion.  some  more  powerful  nation  will  step  the 

slaughter.     There  are  those,  to  be  sure,  who  pretend  that 
the  interests  of  civilization  can  best  be  served  by  alln 
it  to  proceed!  but  these,  needless  to  say,  arc  somewhat 
prejudiced 

Perhaps  they  are  among  those  bel-.n^in^  to  the  rather 
large  number  of  fore;  si-cured 

sions  "  from  the  government  of  Santo  Haiti 

never  grants  any  concession  to  the  \\hitc  man. 
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ever  kind,   having  had  one  bitter  experience  at   least, 

which  has  sufficed  her  for  more  than  a  century.     The 

k  man  knows  when  he  has  enough  ;  hut  the  colored 

«-n  of  the  Dominican  half  of  the  island  has  yet  to 

learn. 

Like  In-  Ktvat  contemporary,  President  Diaz,  of  Mex- 
ico, Hcureaux  wisely  realized  the  value  of  foreign  capital 
pro|>erly  invested— that  is,  in  such  a  manner  that  it  could 
nut  he  icitlninKcn  from  the  country — and  encouraged  all 
that  end.     This  will  account  for  the  rail- 
's in  the  inland,  such  as  that  from  the  bay  of  Samana 
to  the  \  (  L; a  or  interior  vale  of  Santo  Domingo,  and  from 
Puerto  Plata  to  Santiago.    Also  for  the  taking  over  by 
a  foreign  concern  I  originally  Dutch,  but  now  American) 
of  the  deht  and  the  administration  of  the  customs. 

It  is  a  tradition  in  Santo  Domingo  that  no  for. 
ever  held  the  Ix-ttcr  end  of  a  bargain  with  "  Lilis  " ;  nor, 
as  to  that  matter,  with  any  of  his  numerou  >ors. 

P.ut  there  are  several  living  witnesses  to  these  things;  let 
them  come  forward  and  testify. 

Tins  allusion  to  personal  encounters  with  the  presidents 
hrings  me  to  speak  of  a  little  enterprise  which  I  m 
once  attempted  to  carry  through.  Not  for  my  own 
benefit,  but  (as  I  viewed  it  then)  for  the  benefit,  or  glor- 
ification rather,  of  the  great  United  States.  It  was  while 
serving  in  the  capacity  of  commissioner  to  the  West 
Indies  for  the  Chicago  exposition  of  1893.  Desiring  to 
.nee  the  interests  of  the  exposition  to  the  best  of  my 
ability,  I  conceived  the  design  (as  it  was  a  "  Columbian  " 
exposition,  and  desirous  of  securing  all  relics  of  Colum- 
bus) of  inducing  the  Dominicans  to  erect  at  Chicago  a 
reproduction  of  the  old  tower  that  stands  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Ozama  River,  the  "  Homenage,"  and  fill  it  with 
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relics  of  Columbus  and  his  period.  The  President  ac- 
cepted my  proposal  with  avidity,  and  sent  his  minister  of 
public  affairs  to  the  consulate,  where  I  made  my  head- 
quarters, to  negotiate. 

I  thought  the  way  smooth  for  securing  the  object  of 
my  desires ;  but  I  had  not  counted  upon  that  peculiar  trait 
of  the  Dominican  which  (to  state  it  mildly)  attaches  a 
mercenary  value  to  patriotism.  The  minister  of  public 
affairs  came  and  talked  it  over  with  me,  and  all  seemed 
L;  along  swimmingly  until  I  happened  to  mention 
that  the  reproduction  of  t  would  probably  cost 

his  republic  a  matter  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  or  so. 

He  then  made  reply  that  they  had  considered  this 
expenditure,  and  had  concluded,  in  view  of  the  poverty 
of  their  country,  and  inasmuch  as  all  their  revenues  were 
h\j>othecated  to  the  "  Dutch  loan."  to  ask  the  exposition 
managers  for  a  loan  of,  say,  $100,000,  from  which  they 
would  be  reimbursed  to  the  amount  of  $10.000  annually  ! 

After  I  had  recovered  from  the  first  shock  of  surprise, 
the  humor  of  the  incident  struck  me  so  forcibly  that  I 
resolved  to  go  through  with  it  to  the  end,  in  order  to  see 
to  what  lengths  the  government  was  •  proceed. 

So  I  said  that  perhaps  my  people  •.  -  ct  the  tower 

themselves,  and  then  Santo  Domingo  would  only  have  to 
fill  it  with  her  prod- 

I  was  met  with  the  astounding  statement  that  what 
wanted  was  the  loan,  from  which  we  could  deduct 
the  $20.000  in  advance  (a  vast  concession,  which  the 
minister  rolled  as  a  sweet  morsel  under  his  ton^- 
we  could  fill  it  with  what  we  pleased.  And  he  added, 
bringing  forward  an  argument  \\hich  he  evidently  con- 
sidered convincing,  that  if  we  would  grant  the  loan  (for 
Dominica  to  represent  herself  at  the  exposition), 
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would  send  ,,\er  "tin-  most  sacred  remains  "f  1  >"ii 
Christopher  Cohunlnis."  \\liu-li  ia>  1  knew  i  tlu\  Mill 
held  -  d  ii»  tlu-ir  cathcdi 

II  somewhat  dubious  about  the  1  <  olumhus. 

Not  tlj.it  I  had  cl.  >ul»ts  as  to  tlu-ir  authenticity;  but  did 
ha\-  in  the  propriety  of  receiving  them 

as  an  "  exhibit." 

•ii»"t  to  ininiini/i-  his  claim  l»y  rasually  alln<! 

the  «|..ul.ts   \\liii-li  exist,  -.1  as  t.i  their  remaitis  ln-ini;  the 

.iii.l  ..nix    1<  ^itiiuate  IH.IU-S  ,.|  Colutnluis;  |»ut  he  \\.»s 

!!•  it   to  l»e  "  l>lutTe<l."     \\  e  carried  the  matter  l>ef«>re  the 

i.  \\ith  \\lmm   I   had  I  1   interview,      lie 

was  cviilentls  the  real  author  of  the  mini  'ion, 

:    listiMiini:  to  tin    ]  aiiM  his  ^Mvernnu-nt 

himiihatini;  itsrli  |.\   asking  a  loan,  instead  of  In  muring 

itself   l»y   vohmtai  'illation   at   the   exposition,  he 


,   Mistair  Cmnmissj,  main-,  it  ees  not  /e  honaire 
zat  \Ne  \\ant.  l-ut  /e  (-.an.     \  <  >\\  ma>   have  /e  honaire.  my 
n\  l.nt   1   have  o  include  /at   t- 

mek  <me  leetle  loan,  and  for  /is  loan  I  will 
per  i  eir  t  .  and  will  return  eel  at  /e 

1  dollair 

In    order    to    understand    the    full    si^niticance    of    the 

•    made  l»y  tl:  inent   of  Santo   |),  .tninyo.  and 

at    the   same   time   clear  up  the   m\  the 

t\v  '  left  behind  l»y  C'olumhiis  when  In- 

died.  let   me  explain: 

\\  e    ffifl   gnat   that   he  died  at    X'allad-  »lid.  Spain.    I5'*>. 

demise  his  remains  \\ete  taken  t«>  Seville,  \\here 

the\    were    depositol    in   the   monasterv    of    ! 

Iml  as  theie   \\as  t^t   will  and  testament 

that  the\    mi^ht  at   some  time  l»e  transported  t" 
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Santo    I  >omingo.    this    cle;  was    cmisjdeml    as 

tcmp"tai\.  though  it  wax  not  until  1540  that  li: 

butted 

In  the  lapse  of  centuries,  ami  mg  to  the 

necessity  for  concealing  his  tmnh  i 
Sir  1  'rake  ami  other  "  Knglish  |> 

•  mixing  in  the  C'aril.l  the  actual  |.!  pul- 

tu re  was  lost  sight  of.     Others  of  his  nain-  -nily 

had  ln-cn  deposited  tlu-ro  ln-iu-ath  ^lal.s  K-t  im,,  tlu-  \ 
nil-lit,  hut  \\ithout  distinrtivi-  iusrri|.ti..iis. 

In    I7«;5  tin-  island   passed  to  tlu-    Kmu-h.  and   ; 
drsin-d  to  n-niovc  the  retnaiiis  of  (  hristoplu  r  (  ohm 
to    Havana;   hut    nothing,    however,  could   he   found   to 
identify  his  btnvda.  or  vault. 

A  frigate  was  sent  from  Havana  \\itli  ins- 

port  the  -reat  <  olnmhus  to  ( 'ul.a.  and  it  v.  sary 

that  liis  remains  should  he  found. 

(  )ftirials  sonn«K-d  the  pavement,  and.  finding  a  shh  tliat 

C   forth   a   h«illo\\    ni»ise.    excavated   heneath    and 
covered  fragments  of  hours  and  of  a  I.  hu-h 

they  took  up  with  great  care  ami  hore  to  th-  \itli 

\.M  |)onip  and  eereniony.     Tl-  1  in 

a  niche  made  for  the  purpose  in  Havana  (  atludral. 

I  would  much  rather  1  at  the  hones  ,,f  Colnin- 

lujs  still  remain  in  the  land  to  which  he  gave  a  : 
tinent  and  heneath  the  Mag  which  he  carried  on  his 

Not   that   the   Spaniards   d«-.t\,.l    well    of   (  ..Inml.ns. 

?hat  he  himself  desired  to  rest   in  tit.    s,  ,il 
for  they  permitted  him  to  die  neglected,  if  m-t  n 

It   would   M-em  that    li  '.  and 

that  his  ashes  "  repose  "  in  the  isl.-md  «' 
hut   here  again  comes   m  the  iron 
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'  olumbu  'jig  as   In-   \\as.  rould 

have  divined  that  the  island  he  had  toiled  fur  and  fought 
for  would  pass  into  tin-  hands  of  the  descendants  of  the 

Ifl  slaves. 

ID  slavery  in  America  had  its  beginning  in  that 
island  of  Santo  Domingo.  To-day  \\e  find  the  re- 
mote descendants  of  Africans  uh<>  were  torn  from  their 
homes  by  the  Spaniards,  and  \\h<»  \\ore  their  lives  out 
beneath  the  lash  of  Spanish  task-masters,  exhibiting 
the  most  precious  of  their  treasures  the  remains  uf  the 
man  who  laid  the  foundations  «>f  that  slavery! 

It    is   probable  that    the   Spaniards   took    the  ashes  of 

•:ie  only  legitimate  s,,n  «.f  Christopher  Columbus. 

i"  Havana,  and  hence  one  hundred  years  later  to  Spain. 

I    do  not  ask  anyone  to  accept   this   statement   on  my 

Jtion.  but  will  now  relate  the  discovery  of  the  second 

remains."   upon    which   the    Dominicans    found 

tlu-ir  claim  to  the  "  real  and  only  legitimate  rcslof." 

In  1^77.  while  repairs  \\ere  being  made  in  the  cathe- 
dral, a  vault  was  discovered  from  which  the  workmen 
took  a  leaden  casket  containing  not  only  fragments  of 
bones,  but  a  silver  plate  with  an  inscription  setting  forth 
that  these  were  the  remains  of  Don  Cristobal  Colon. 

r  of  America. 

The  leaden  case  also  bore  an  inscription.  "  Illitstrc  y 
c.f(/</r(Y/</.>   /',/fvi/.  Don  Cristobal  Colon."  and  th 
likewise  a  bullet,  which,  it  was  claimed.  Columbus  had 

ved   in   a   skirmish    with   pirates  in  Africa.     H 
then,  was  evidence  in  abundance — more  than  was  actu- 
ally necessary"  in  fact — that  the  rcstos  had  at  last  been 
found. 

The  island  was  shaken  from  center  to  circumference, 
as  it  ini  qmcklj  1  what  a  valuable  asset  tl 
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lemams    could    lu-    made    ami    the     I  Kiminii  .in    auth««i 
IIU-N  rcalh  i I'M-  to  tin  I  In  \  can-fully  coll, 

tin-  fragments  •  .f  b«.nes.  ashes,  bn^  and  so  forth, 

and  had  them  placed,  together  \\itli  the  leaden  case,  in  an 
nrna,  or  casket.  of  satinwoocl  and  glass.     This  ca 

kept  in  a  secure  place,  and  thn  led. 

all  of  which  \\ere  necessary  to  unlock  it. 

ne  key  was  in  the  custody  of  the  cathedral  cha; 

another  in  the  k«  ;  the   President  of  the   Kepub- 

:id  the  third  of  the  .•lyuntaniicntn.  or  city  council. 

At    the    time    the    "legitimate"    remains    v 
another  vault  opened  disclosed  the  rcslos  of  Don  Luis 
Columbus,  Duke  of  Yeragua.  and  as  it  was  pretty  well 
known  that  the  third  Columbus  interred  in  the   I'n 
tery  was  Don  Diego,  who  at  one  time  was  vicem 
Santo   Domingo,  upon  this  inference 
sumption  that  it  was  he  who  was  taken  away  in  i; 

At  I'ajarito.  the  hamlet  that  was  shelled  by  the  " 
ark"  on   February   n.   KXXJ.  still  stands  the  old  cl 
from  the  doorway  of  which    Bolmdilla  proclaimed 
authority  to  supersede  Columbus,  just   prior  to  sending 
him  to  Spain  in  chains.     It   would  seem  that   • 
cious  old  city,  with  its  historic  relics  and  memorials  of 
an  interesting  past,  has  a  rather  pn  'enure  01 

isteiice.   what    with   the   bombardment   it   has  undergone 
and  is  still  likely  to  be  subject  to  from  one  revoluti. 
party  or  the  other. 

Whether   they    will   hold   the    relics  of  Columbus    in 

tier  veneration  than  they  do  the  ancient   it 
they  so  recklessly  turn  their  fire  ,i  to  be 

seen.     It  so  happens,  however,  that  some  «i  the   • 

of  American  memorials  are  in  posse 
men  of  alien  race  and  svmpath 
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Whether  they  have  a  proper  regard   fur  them,  merel) 

may  jHrhaps  l>c  gathered 

i    my   own   e.\i>enences.     1   refer   now   to  the    0 
cting  the  alleged  sale  of  the  remains. 

not  true  that  the  remains  of  Columbus  were  of- 
•  1  to  me  on  sale,  but  it  i>  true  that  there  was  a  tenta- 
memoramlum  drawn  up  regarding  their  transfer  to 
thi>  country  as  an  "exhibit."     This  memorandum  is  on 
official  paper  bearing  the  imprint :     *'  Rcpublica  Donnn- 
iViimi,  Ministcrie  de  Foment o  \  Obras  Publi 
Hi  oe  of  the  document  is  as  follows: 

i.— The  Dominican  Government  is  cntlr:-:.i-tu-  in  its  desire  to 
assist  at  said  Exposition  in  1893,  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting 
there  the  products  of  the  i>laml.  natural,  mineral,  industrial,  etc. 

2. — The  Dominican  Government  wmild  iiu-ludc  in  its  exhiliits 
the   remains  of  the  great  discoverer,  Don  Christopher  Colum- 
tliat   the  Government   of   the   United 
States  of  America,  or  duly  accredited  officials,  would  so  mat 
their  (h  sire,  and  would  guarantee  to  receive  the  precious  r 
with  all  the  honors  due  to  a  personage  of  the  exalted  station  of 
the  great  admiral;  also  with  the  proper  guarantees  for  their 
rcstor.i 

3.— It  would  be  expected  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  waive  the  collection  of  duties  on  such  articles  as 
were  intended  for  exhibition,  and  that  they  might  be  sold  at  its 
close. 

4. — In  order  to  accomplish  its  desires,  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  Dominican  Government  to  effect  a  loan,  in  the  United  St 
of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  ($100,000),  in  gold,  interest  on 
ix  (6)  per  cent.;  and  the  principal  to  be  re- 
funded at  the  rate  of  ten  thousand  dollars  ($10.000)  annually. 

As   security    for   this   loan,   the    Dominican    Government    will 
pledge  a  portion  of  its  annual  revenues,  guaranteed  by  an  order 
on  the  Casa  dt  Rfcaudacion,  and  for  the  return  of  the  propor- 
amount  as  agreed  upon. 

5. — It  is  agreed  that  if  the  Commissioner    be    successful    in 
:ing  this  loan   (as  above  mentioned)   of  $100.000,  he  may 
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ity   thousand   dollars    (S.-o.ooo)    for   the 

construction  of  a  Government  building  at  Chicago,  said  building 
to  be  an  exact   reproduction  of  the  old  castle  in  this  C«; 
known  as  the  "  llomenage,"  and  conforming  to  the  plans  of  the 
architect  in  charge. 

6.— To  accompany  the  precious  remain*  of  Don  Christopher 
Columbus  during  their  transportation  and  throughout  the  p 
<.f  their   repose  at  the   Exposition,  the   Dominican   Government 
will  designate  a  commission  of  its  iii-.-t  di«tmguished  citizens,  to 
the  number  of  six.  \vh..  will  guard  these  sacred  relics  while 
arc  in  the  I'nitcd  States  of  America,  and  until  they  arc  again 
returned  to  their  final  resting-place  in  this  Capital. 

This  precious  document,  a  speaking  commentary  on 
the  astuteness  of  Dominican  diplomacy,  was  signed  by 
both  the  Minister  of  Public  Affairs  and  myself,  in  tin- 
presence  of  the  late  President  Ileureaux,  who  looked 
smilingly  on,  nodding  his  approval. 

That  "  Minister  de  Fomcnto  "  was  Scnor  \Voz  y  Gil, 
who  was  ousted  from  the  presidential  chair  in  10x33.  i 
ing  succeeded,  after  several  intermediaries,  the  gallant 
and  sanguinary  "  citizen  president  "  of  Santo  Domingo 
who  now  sleeps  his  last  with  the  great  church  of  Santiago 
de  los  Cabelleros  as  his  solitary  tomb. 
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Santo    Domingo    girdled    with    sunken  galleons — The 

ure  tr..\-  r  Shoals— The  fleet  that  went  down 

oflf    Puerto    Plata— What    !>.i\y    Jones's    locker   cont 
Search  «-f   Sir   William   IMupps  for  the  Spanish  silver— Cot- 
account  of  the  voyage— How   tlu-   I'hipp 
tune  was  acquired— Silver  bullion  hrought  up  by  the  ton — 
appropriate!    l.y    the    Duke    of    Albemarle— 
What   his  heirs  ,|i,[  with  it  -The  harlw.r  of  Puerto  Plata- 
Beautiful  bay  and  harl-  The  Samana  penin- 
.itxl  Bay  of  Arrows — Santa  Barbara.  Sanchez,  Sa\.m.i 
dc  la  mar.   La  Vega,   Moca.  and    Mao.ris-  -The   railr- 
the  interior-  When  Samana  came  near  being  annexed  to  the 
United    States — The    regions    f«.r    agricultural    and    mineral 
development— When  gold  was  tir  •  -I  !>>•  Kur 

II  found— The  River  of  Golden 

Sands — Where  gold   may   be    found    at    the   present    time— 
iiatues  wash  it  out  with  a  c.t  •  .tndfuls  of  nug- 

gets and    where   they    were   obtained— The   mystery   of   the 
Cibao  country 

W1IILK  I  was  in  tlu-  M\VM  <>f  Puerto  Plata,  at 
•  •IK-   time,   the   people  thi-re    \\ere   greatly  CX- 
eiu-d    over    the    rumored    discovery   of   some 
>ilver  I-.iis.  found  on  or  near  a  subnu  :  known 

as  the  Silver  Bank  or  Shoals.      Inquiry    revealed    the 
that   the  submarine  treasure  had  probably   lain  be- 
iore  than  two  hundred  years,  and 

further  iVNi-areh  eunviuee«l  me  that   a  one-time  resident 

!m>ettx.  had   >earehed  for.  and 
had  f«umd  >oim-.  nf  the  treasure  alluded  to. 

'97 
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Indian  \\aters  still  conceal  the  wrecks  of  many 
•iish  gal!<  •   t<»  tlu-  bottom  long  ago  by   ' 

cam  -torm  and  hurricane;  and  in  fact  tin-  inland 

of  Santo  Domingo  is  completely  girdled  with  them. 
Prohahl)  tlu-  richest  trea-  sunk  in  any  MM 

that  contained  in  the  galleon  which  sailed  fr<  »m  the  port 
of  Santo  Domingo  in  150-'.  \\ith  <  lovernor  Bobadilla, 
the  persecutor  of  Christopher  Columbus,  aboard.  It 

lost  in  a  terrible  hurricane,  predict. 
\\ho  \\;«s  the  "  \\eather  sharp"  of  those 
off  the  southeast  coast  of  the  island,  near  th« 
Saona. 

Among    other    treasures    contained    in    tin 
\\as    .1    mass    of    pure    gold,    the    largest    nugi 
found   in   the   West    Indies,   perhaps   in    the   \\orld.      As 
neither  wreck  nor  gold  ha-  still 

a  tempting  pri/e    for   some    daring  diver   with    mo 
equipment  to  • 

Four  hut  '.(thlla  ami 

his    ill-gotten   gold    went    down,   and   two   hundred 
sevent)    since  the    Puerto   Plata  treasure   went   to    I  ' 
Jones's  locker.     The   latter  was  contained   in  a  Spanish 
fleet  homeward  hound  from  the  Isthmus  laden  \\itli  silver 
from  the  mines  ,  .f    |Ym.     The  commander  of  the 

ring  up  for  the   P.ahamas  channel,  aftei 
through  which  he  \\ould  have  an  open  passage  all  the 

to  Spam.     \',\\\  I-'ate.  in  the  shape  of  a 
interposed,  ami  the  entire  fleet   \\ent  to  tli- 

.slant  from  Puerto  Plata  on  the  north  coast  of  Santo 
I  )om: 

As  to  the  sinking  of  this  llret  \\ith  -ire  of 

r  and  rich  freight., 
account    has    been    preserve* I    in    the    pages    of   Cotton 
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[«t]  .•-."  published  two 

hundred  •...      It  was  in  it  the  erudite-  in- 

tention, perhaps,  to  chronicle  the  hapixrnings  of  a  tr. 

iition  /vr  si.  so  much  as  to  narrate  the 
adventures  of  a  great  hero  of  hi>.  Sir  William   Phipps. 
uhose  fortune  and  fame  were  based  upon  this  ex|>edition. 
an  account  by  a  contemporary,  this  narrative  telling 
how   the   "  Phipps'   fortuii'  made,  is  exceedingly 

valuable  as  well  as  interesting,  and  esj>eciall\  in  connec- 
tion with  the  investigation  now  under  way  for  the  re- 
covery of  treasure  that  is  supposed  to  have  been  left 
behind  after  Sir  Will:.  ^3. 

"  The  subject  of  this  sketch,"  says  Mather,  writing  a 

<  r  he  had  relinquished  his  fanatical  pursuit 

of  the  witches  of  Salem,  "was  born  February  2,  1650, 

at  a  despicable  plantation  on  the   River   Kennel>ec  and 

almost    the    furthest    village   of  the   eastern    settlement  of 

•.gland.     .     .     .      His    mother   had    no   less    than 

twcnt\-six   children.   \\lure»t"  twenty-one   were  sons;  but 

them  all  was  William,  one  of  the  youngest, 

who  lived  with  his  mother,  his  father  dying,  until  he 

is  old.  .  .  .  He  then  betook  himself  a 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  afield,  even  to  P.ost.m.  the  chief 
town  of  New  England,  where  he  leanu-d.  first  of  all,  to 
read  and  write,  followed  the  trade  of  ship  carpenter  for 
about  a  year,  and  b\  a  laudable  deportment  he  so  recom- 
mended himself  that  he  marr:  mg  gentlewoman 
of  good  repute,  who  was  the  wi<:  Me  Mr.  John 

Hull \nd  he  would  frequently  tell  the  gentle- 

ihat  lie  would  yet  he  Captain  of  a  Kr 
ship;  that  lie  would  come  t<>  have  the  command  of  1» 
men  than  he  was  n«»w  accounted:  and  that  this  would  m.t 
be  all  that  the  Providence  of  God  would  bring  him  to; 


200       OUR  WEST  INDIAN  NEIGHBORS 

that  indeed  he  should  U-  the  owner  of  a  fair  brick  house 
in  the  Green  Lane  of  North  Boston,  etc.    .     .     . 

"  I  icing  thus  of  the  true  tcinjKT  for  the  doing  of  great 
tilings  ami  ujKm  the  advice  received  of  a  Spanish  wreck 
about  the  Bahamas  (said  to  have  been  given  him  by  a 
smuggler),  lie  took  a  voyage  thither,  but  with  little  m« 're- 
success  than  what  just  served  to  furnish  him  for  a  . 
age  to  England,  whither  he  went  in  a  vessel  not  much 
unlike  that  which  the  Dutchmen  stamped  on  their 
coins,  with  these  words  about  it:    '  None  can  tell  where 
will  bear  me.'     .     .     . 

"  Having  first  informed  himself  that  there  was  another 
Spanish  wreck,  wherein  was  lost  a  mighty  treasure  hith- 
erto undiscovered,  he  had  a  strong  imi  njxm  his 
mind  that  he  must  IK-  its  discoverer,  and  he  made  such 
representations  at  White  Hall  that  by  the  year   16* 
truly  became  the  captain  of  a  King'*  ship,  the  '  Algier 
Rose,'  a  frigot  of  eighteen  guns  and   ninety-five  nun 
.     .     .     In  her  he  sailed  to  Jamaica,  and  tl 
paniola,  where,  by  the  policy  of  his  address,  he  fished 
out  of  a  very  old  Spaniard  a  little  advice  about  the  true 
spot  where  lay  the  wreck   which  he  had  been  hitherto 
seeking:  that  it  was  upon  a  reef  of  shoals  a  fev. 
to  the  northward  of  Port  de  la  Plata   (Puerto  Plata)   in 
Hispaniola,  a  port  so  called,  it  seems,  from  the  landing 
of  a  shipwrecked  company  with  a  boatload  of  pla 
out  of  a  sinking  frigot.     .     .     .     Xeverthclcss,  he  had  to 
return  to  England   [more  likely  to  Jamaica]   where  at 
length  he   prevailed   ujN»n   the   Duke  of  AlbemaiK    and 
some  other  persons  of  quality  to  fit  him  <••  and 
then                 a  second  time  for  the  fishing  ground  that 
had    been    so    well    baited    half    a    hundred    years  be- 
fore. 
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"Arriving  \\itli  a  ship  and  tender  at  Port  dc  la  Plata, 
tin-  <livi  •  m  to  explore  the  '  Boilers,'  as  the  reefs 

of  shoals  were  called,  but  they  discovered  nothing.    At 
i>t.  when  about  to  return  empty-handed  and  despondent, 
one  of  the   divers    was    suit   down   to   bring  up   a  sea 
which  was  espied  attached  to  a  rock;  and  he 
also  brought  up  a  surprising  story,  to  wit,  that  he  had 
seen  great  guns  in  the  water  world  below,  the  repor 
which  great   guns   |  Mr.   Mather's  pun  j  ugly  as- 

tonished tlK-  whole  company,  who  wen-  at  last  assured 
that  they  had  lit  upon  the  true  spot  of  ground  which  they 
had  been  looking  for;  and  they  were  further  continued 
in  these  assurances  when,  upon  further  <living.  the  Indian 
fetched  up  a  '  sow  * — as  they  styled  it — or  a  lump  of 

worth  perhaps  two  or  three  hundred  pounds.    Upon 
this  they  prudently  buoyed  the   place,  that  they   might 
lily  find  it  again,  and  then  went  back  unto  their  cap- 
tain,  whom   for  a  while  they   distressed   with  bad   n« 
nothing  but  bad  news;  nevertheless,  they  so  slipped  the 
of  silver  on  one  side  under  the  table  that  when  he 
.should  look  that  way  he  might  see  that  odd  thing  before 
him.     At  last    he   saw    it   and   he  cried  out  with  some 
agony:   '  Why.  what  is  this?    Whence  comes  this:"  '    And 
then,  with  ch.  nntenances.  they  told  him  how  and 

where  they  got  it.  '  Then.'  said  he.  '  thanks  be  to  God, 
we  are  made!  * 

And  to  awa>  they  went,  all  hands  to  work;  and  most 

happily  thc\  fell  upon  that  room  in  the  wreck  where  the 

bullion  was  stored  up:  and  they  so  prospered  in  their 

new    lishcr\    that   in  a  little  while  they  had.  without   the 

of  am   man's  life,  brought  up  thirty-two  tuns  of 

bj    tun-1 
ides  which,  one  Adderly  of  Providence  [Bahamas], 
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who   had    formerly   l><  lu-lpful    t«.   (  apt.    I'hipps 

in  the  search  for  this  wrick.  <li<l  meet  him  now  \\ith  a 
little  vessel,  and  with  his  ft  \\  hands  took  up  about  six 
tuns  more. 

"Thus  did  there  come  into  the  light   of  the   sun  a 

-tire  which  had  been  half  a  hundred  years  groa; 
under  the  water;  and  in  this  time  there  AH  UJH.H 

the  plate  a  crust  like  limestone,  which  < 
open,  they  knocked  out  whole  bushels  of  rusty  pieccs-of- 
eight.  which  were  grown  thereinto. 

"Thus  did  they  continue  fishing  till,  their  pro\ 
failing  them,  'twas  time  to  be  gone.    And  it  wax  remark- 
able that  though  the  .tine  up  still  >«•  fast  that  on 
the  last  day  of  their  being  there  the)  t«>nk  nj)  t\vent\ 
it    was   afterwards    found    that    they    had    in    a 
wholly  cleared  that  room  of  the  ship  where  those  in.. 
thiiu                         d. 

"Hut  thei-  •Taordinarv  distress  which 

IMiipps  now  found  himself  plunged  into;  for  his  men 
were  come  out  with  him  upon  scam-  «  s  at  so  much 

per  month;  and  when  the;.  !i  vast  litters  of  silver 

and  pigs  come  on  board  at  their  captain's  call. 
knew  not  hoU  to  hear  it.  that  they  should  not  share  all 
among  themselxes.  ami  he  gone  to  lead  a  '  sh,,rt  life  and 
a  merry  one.'  in  a  climate  when  it  was  so  delightful  to 
h\e.  I'ut  still,  keeping  a  most  careful  eye  upon  them. 
he  hastened  hack  to  Kngland  (first  t-  'oyal,  Ja- 

maica, in  all  probability  | .  though  he  left  so  much  behind 
that  many  from  divers  parts  made  MTV  considerable 

•  .f  gleanings,  aftrr  his  har\ 
n  reading  this  involved  m  H  might 

d  that   (  apt     I 'In:  thop.ughK    '  tin- 

sunken  wreck  ort  the  reefs  of  Puerto  I'lata:  but  th. 
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lence    that    he    found   and   searched   more   than  a 
.illcon.  while  the  Spanish  records  si,,  -aid. 

that  a  whole  fleet  was  sunk. 

loubt  can  attach  to  the  authenticity  of  the  Mather 
narrative  of  Capt.    I'hipj  ierful   voyage:   but    if 

additional    evidence    v  :ed.    it    could    he   adduced 

from  a  historx  of  Jamaica  written  more  than  a  hundred 
rs  ago,  in   which    is   given   a   curious   scnucl   to   the 
adventure.     In  the  year  I'  s.  Christopher.  Duke 

of    Albemarle.    was    appointed    Governor    of    Jamaica. 
"  This  nobleman  was  the  only  son  and  heir  of  Gen.  Monk, 
who   had   restored  Charles    II.      I'rought   to  beggar \    by 
ava^an.  -  I    reduced   to   the   necessity 

•uploring  bread  from  James  I.,  and  the  king  sent  him 
where  h.  on  after  his  arrival.     He 

lived  Ion-  enough,  however,  to  collect  a  considerable 
sum  of  moncN  tor  his  creditors,  for.  entering  into  part- 
up  with  Sir  William  IMiipps.  who  had  discovered 
the  wreck  of  a  Spanish  plate  ship,  he  was  greatly  en- 
rich. 

"  l  >n  the  death  of  the  Duke,  his  coadjutors  in  the  div- 
A  In  >m  were  buccaneers,  complained 

that  the\    had  not  received  their  full  share  of  the  prize 

money,  and  !  the  Duchess,  who  had  got  posses- 

of  the  treasure,  n  -  part  with  a  shilling,  they 

fonn  to  seize  her  person  in  the  King's  House 

panish   Town   and   carry   her  off.     Luckily  she   re- 

•  d  some  intimation  of  the  plot  and  communicated  her 

appt  the  Housed  Vssembty,  who  thereupon 

formed  a  committee  of  their  ablest  members  to  guard  her 
and   night    until    she   safely   embarked   i:  the 

md 

"She  arrived  home  with  all  her  treasure,  at  the  be- 
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Aiming  of  June,  1688;  but  sonic  years  afterward  fell 
int..  a  state  of  imbecility,  in  the  progress  of  which  she 
pleased  herself  with  the  notion  that  the  Kmi>cror  of 
China,  having  heard  of  her  immense  ri«  >  coming 

to  pay  her  his  addresses.     Sh  made  magniii 

preparations  for  his  reception. 

"As  she  was  perfectly  gentle  and  good-humored  in 
her  lunacy,  her  attendants  not  only  encouraged  her  in  the 
folly,  but  contrived  to  turn  it  to  good  account  by  per- 
suading a  needy  peer,  the  first  Duke  of  Montague,  to 
personate  his  Chinese  majesty,  and  deceive  her  into  wed- 
lock, which  he  actually  did ;  and  with  greater  success 
than  honesty  by  this  means  got  possession  of  her  wealth 
and  then  confined  her  as  a  lunatic. 

"  Cibber,  the  comedian,  who  thought  the  circumstance 
a  good  jest,  introduced  it  on  the  stage,  and  it  formed  a 
scene  in  his  play  called  '  The  Sick  Lady  Cured.'    Th 
her  Grace  survived  her  husband,  the  pretended  Km|>cror, 
for  many  years,  dying  at  last  in  1734  at  the  a^e  of  nir. 
eight,  her  frenzy  remained  to  the  last,  and  to  the  day  of 
her  death  she  was  served  on  bended  knee  as  the  empress 
of  China." 

Puerto  Plata  is  the  chief  seaport  of  the  north  coast, 
and  the  brightest,  most  cleanly  and  m<  e  of 

i own  in  the  island.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  time 
of  Columbus,  who  called  it  the  Port  of  the  Silver  Moun- 
tain, the  beautiful  elevation  behind  it  being  frequently 
capped  by  a  wreath  of  silver  clouds. 

As  a  railroad  connects  the  port  with  Santiago,  and 
adjacent  country  is  rich,  picturesque,  and  healthful, 
likely  that   1'uerto  Plata  will  become  an  attract 
dential  region,  should  peace  <  ail  in  Sa- 

There  is  a  good  landing-place  in  the  shajK-  of  a 
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ctty  thrust  ..ut  from  the  shore;  hut  as  tli  -  shal- 

low,  tin-   interesting    M-lit    i-   all. -iM-d   of   native  OX-cartS 

:   in  the  harbor,  with  the  oxen  attached  wading 
about  with  the  water  up  to  their  noses. 

The  harbor  is  small  but  deep,  serving  well  for  coast- 
wise commerce,  but  hardly  sufficing  for  large  steamers. 
The  best  harbor  in  Sant<»  Domingo  lies  about  a  night's 
run  to  the  southeast  of  Puerto  Plata.  This  is  its  great 
natural  lusin  and  glorious  harbor,  Samana  1' 

The  real  harlx>r  of  the  great  bay  of  Arrows  lies  five 
miles  within  the  gulf.  and.  together  with  the  town 
•it.  is  known  as  Santa  Barbara.  A  series  of  small 

and  harbor,  between  the 

and  the  main.  1>eing  a  j>crfect  cul-de-sac,  with  deep  water 

close  to  shore.  ultivatcd  hills  rise  directly  from 

the  shore,  with  offshoots  offering  ch-  for  dwell- 

•he  lateral  valleys  are  fertile  and  filled  with  every 

-month  and  fringed  with 
within  the  reefs  delightful  for  bathing, 
md  fishing. 

jK-ninsula  is  about  forty  miles  in  I- 

and  consists  of  a  range  of  hills  thrust  right  out  into  the 

to  the  north  of  the  hay.     These  hills,  swept  by  cool 

!  with  tropical  vegetation,  and  with  their 

feet  on  -ide  plunged  into  the  sea,  offer  desirable 

for  farms  and  winter  settlements. 
About  -  o  a  colony  of  blacks  was  settle! 

here  from  •'  I,  and  the  American  traveler  will  have 

the  pleasure  of  hearing  his  own  langu..  -i stead 

of  Spanish,  which  p-  M  the  island.    These 

black  people  have  held  their  own.  have  built  schools  and 
churches,  and  :  i  good. example  of  thrift  and  so- 

•:atives.       They  were,  Pre 
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Hcureaux  once  told  inc.  the  most  reliable  and  pt-areful 
of  1)  they  did  not  aspire  to  fur 

a  precedential  i»o>sihility  every  few  months,  like  their 
hbors,  and  had  no  political  ambitions  likely  to  prove 
trous  to  himself. 

At  the  head  of  the  bay  is  the  straggling  settlement  of 

lu-/.  hardly  more  than  a  streak  of  buildings 
against  a  background  of  forest-covered  hills.    The  K 
shallow  here,  but  great  importance  attaches  to  Sam 
on   account    of    its    K-ing    the   coast    terminus   of    the 
longest  railroad   in   the   island.     This   road   is   bet 
sixty  and  seventy   miles   in   length,  and  extends  to  the 
t..\vn  of  Concepcion  de  la  Vega,  but  was  projected  to 
unite  the  bay  with  the  important  city  of  Santiago  de  los 
Caballeros,  and  perhaps  with  Monte  Cri 

So  far  as  its  natural  features  are  concerned,  this  Vega 
Real  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  regions  in  the  world, 
the  soil  is  fertile,  and  the  productions  limited  onl\  I> 
labor  of  the  inhabitants,     t'n fortunately  the  natives  are 
and  shir  \\    f. >r  the  satisfaction  of 

their   present   needs:   their   dwellings   are  mere  hut 
straw  and  slabs  of  palm   bark,   without   windows   ;m<l 
floors,  except  for  holes  closed  at  nisju  with  IxKinU.  and 
mud  hardened  by  the  passing  of  fe 

The  Samana  Bay  country  came  uithin  an  ace  of  being 
annexed  to  the  I  ttes.  during  Presideir 

administration,   as   "old-timers"  may   recall,   for.   I 

ioners  had  been  sent  out  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  things  and  the  desires  of  the  Dominicans,  a  con- 
ion  for  a  treats  of  annexation  was  entered  into;  but 
the  Senate  rejected  th.  >v  a  tie  vote.  June  30.  i 

It   has   always   attracted   the   attention   of   enterpn 
Americans,  and  there  are  several  nuclei  for  colonies  a 
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tin-  the  betutiftd  bay,  one  of  them,  on  the  sooth 

.sin  M.  ..ma  la  Mar.  being  tiiu-ls   situated  aii<l  llmir- 

ish;: 

Tlu-  great   peninsula  extending  eastward  from  a  line 

drawn  due  north  ami  smith  between  tin-  head  «»f  Samana 

ami  Santo   I  >"it  t   and  fertile 

:ons  almost  as  little  developed  as  during  the  turn 

the  aborigines.    I  1m-  dwelt  tin  ins,  aim  mi;  whom 

period   xtMiit   old    1'oiu-r   iU-    Leon,   the 

conqueror  of  I'uertu  Kio».    Al-m-  th<   s, mtl-  the- 

isln  exteosiTe  sogir  plan- 

DS,  some  of  which  are   very   remunerative,  needing 

onl>  ted  peai-e  and  capital  to  become  as  profitable 

to  their  ..uiurs   as   the   tn^-iiios  of  Cuba — pmvide'l.  of 

i  hey   coulil  receive  as   fair   treatment    from    the 

I'nitrd  States  in  the  way  of  reciprocal  duties  as  Cul 

The  region  for  agricultural  development  lies  adjacent 
to  the  coast,  and  in  the  rich  valleys  of  the  Yuna.  and  of 
the  Yai|ni.  north  and  south.  That  for  exploitation  with 
a  view  to  unearthing  gold  and  other  minerals.  js  the  cor- 
dillera  country  of  the  interior. 

It  wa>  in  -rally,  that  the  first  g«»!d  was 

•  >vered  l«y  white  men  in  America,  for.  though  Colum- 
bus had  srrii  gold  iii  the  P.ahamas  and  in  (  ul>a  in  the 
shape  of  nose  and  ear  ornaments  worn  by  the  natives,  tin- 
latter  alwa\s  pi  timed  to  Haiti  or  Santo  Domingo  as  the 
home  of  the  pn-cious  product.  When  he  arrived  off  the 
I  laiti.  in  Deceml  i  a  great 

of    dust    and    s.  mie    :  ami    when    he    finally 

lied  the  !>a\    of  the  present  Cape  Haitien  he  found 
hiinseh'   on    the    threshold   of  the   golden    country,   the 
10 M  of  the  Indians. 
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I  once  saw  a  handful  of  tine  nuggets.  <>htaim<: 
tu.ir  the  head  waters  of  the  Cibao,  by  washing  with  the 
primitive  apparatus  consisting  merely  of  a  wo»» 
and  a  calabash.     The  largest  of  these  nuggets  \\eifju-d 
five  ounces;  I  bought  one  weighing  half  an  ounce,  and 
have  heard  of  lumps  eight  ounces  in  weight.     This  gold 
is  remarkably  fine  and  sells  in  London  and  Hamburg 
about  $20  per  ounce.     It  is  thought  to  be  derived  from 
placer    washings   of   unknown    de]x>sits    in    th«- 
mountains;  but  no  one  seems  to  have  visited  the  orL 
sonrce,  which  is  still  a  mystery.     I'.efore  me.  as  I   write 
these  lines,  lie  some  grains  of  gold  from  the  Cibao  rei 
which  I  obtained  at  Yanico,  where  the  second  Spanish 
fort  was  erected  four  hundred  years  ago. 
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AMERICA'S  OLDEST  CITY 

A  reproach  t«»  Americans  —  The  first  Spanish  colony  in  America 

—  Cohtmli  •'••rrr.  not  a  colonizer  —  His  brother,  the 
Adelantado  —  Mow  gold  was  discovered  in  Santo  Domingo 

—  Tl  inliMl  mi  ()/ama  River's  banks  — \Vh>   u   \\.ts 
nant                 •  »    Domingo"  —  The    disastrous    hurricane    of 

-  A  meduirxal  city  wall  here  Diego  Cblumlnis 

'—Where     lor«ls     ami     ladies     helil     th«  -The 

Coin  itc  1509  —  The  old  historian's  <k-s< 

—  Ruins  within  the  hattlemented  walls  —  The  old  mon. 

mint  .  and  churches  of  the  siMe«-nth  century  —  Our 

oldest  utmrrMty  The  cathedral  ami  its  precious  relics  — 
Last  resting-place  of  Christopher  Columbus  —  A  cannon-ball 
fired  from  a  ship  in  the  fleet  of  Sir  Francis  Drake. 

YOU  may  search  vainly,  far  and  wide,  for  a  more 
interesting     place     than     America's  oMi-xt 
Santo    Doming",    capital    of    the    island    of    the 
e   name,    in   the    Wot    Indies.     Notwithstanding 
antiquity,    it    has   been    shrouded    in    such   obscurity,   of 
late,   that   there   may  be  those  who  will   deny   its  claim 
to    the    title    I    have    s^ivcn    it.     It    is    often    flung    at 
Anu  .ich,  that  they  have  no  ruins  of  con- 

•<-ncc  within  the  confines  of  their  country:  hut.  if  it 
he  true  that  they  have  no  historic  structures  with  dis- 
mantled towerx  to  show  as  evidence  of  ancestral  great- 
ness, the  continent  at  large  can  boast  some  wonderful 
groups  of  ruins  in  Mexico  and  Central  America,  where 
indubitable  evidence  Q  -t  former  civilization  that 

209 
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will  ctmipan  MI  far  as  its  architecture  goes, 

with  any  tin-  world  can  show,  in  Kurope  or  the  (  )ricnt. 
Still.   ralciHjt:  lichen   It/a,  ami  Copan  are 

^in.  tlu-ir  huildcrs.  shrouded  in  the 

mists   of  ;uiti(juit\.      The   fact    remains    that    Santo    Do- 
mingo is  Am«  iropcan  foun- 
dation, and  continuous!)  occupied  since  its  first  stom 
laid  in  place.     <  >nc  Spanish  settlement,  only.  ant< 
Isabella,  on  the  north  coast  of  the  island,  original!)  called 
1)\    Columbus  "  1  lispaniola,"  and  since  nai  the 
city  in  i|ue>tioii.  Santo  Doming                                  plu-r  Co- 
lumhns  had  first  landed  there,  in  the  part  known  to  the 
natives  as   Haiti,  and  had  sailed  the  length  of  it.  h- 
turned  to  Spain.     This  was  on  his  fir                 «    to  the 

New  World,  in  1490-93.    onh-  lu- sailed 

a  more  southerly  course,  at  first,  Imt  eventually  retir 
to  his  |)oint  of  departure,  and  on  the  north  coast  of 
paniola  laid  the   foundations   for  a   settlement    which   In- 
called    Isabella,    after    the    (Jueen    of   Spain,    h 
patroness.     Having  established   there  the  nucleus  of  a 
colony,  he  sailed  a\\a\   on  other  v  rst  of  all 

Columlnis   u.ts  an   explorer,  a 

nizer.      Having  discovered  a  new  world,  he  left  the  little 
details  of  its  COltt 

on  eagerly  in  search  of  other  countries  then  unknown. 
However,   the    siu-    .  ,f    Isabella    was    unhealthy:   it    I 
situated  at  a  distance  from  the  rich  gold  t  the 

interior:  and  the  upshot   of  it  all  was  that,  some  three 

settlement,  while  Christopher 

one  of  his  numerous  voyages  of  discover),  his  l.rother 
'loloincw.  who  had  lieen  i  '•  -lantado  "  "I  the 

island  and  left  in  sole  charge  of  its  compi,  tied 

the  place  entr 
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Tin    \delantado  sent  out  exploring  parties  in  search  of 
a  Minn-  advantageous,  site  for  a  c-.lony  than  Isabella;  but 
what   lie  sought  was  really  found  by  accident.     The  fu- 
.ipital   i»f    Hispaniola.   in   fact.    \\as    founded   «>n   a 
romance.     It-  -in  to  the  adventures  of  a 

lirr.  one  of  Don  I'.artholomcw's  men.  \\lio.  having 
\\Miuuled  one  of  his  comrades  in  a  tight  at   Isabella,  and 
fearing  punishment,  deserted.     He  wandered  through  the 
an.!    uver   the    central    mountain    chain, 
finally  n aching  the  head  I  <  >/ama.  which 

outlet    on    the    south   coast   of  the    islaiul.      The 
Imlians  north  of  the  mountains  ba.l  i   sub- 

1,  having  lost  thousands  in  the  j^reat  ti^ht  th< 
01  when  ( Ohnnbus  had  led  his  forces  against  them  ; 
but  those  to  the  southward  uf  the  Cordillera  \\ 
uneoii(|iiered.     Still,  tal-  -lish  pr«»wess  had  pene- 

trated to  evCT]f  portion  i  if  the  island,  inasmuch  as  a  mail- 
clad  warrior  ini^lit  have  wandered  all  over  it  without 
ith  opposition  from  the  Indians.  So  it  fell  out 
that  when  this  common  soldier,  this  fr 
Diaz,  appeared  among  the  Indians  residing  on  th< 
ma.  he  wa^  nvei\ed  with  open  arms.  It  happened  that 
people  were  ruled  over  by  a  female  cacique,  who 
was  captivated  l>\  the  gallant  figure  cut  by  the  soldier  in 
armor,  and  promptly  surrenderee  1  her  heart  and  fortune 
to  his  keeping.  Thus  the  Spanish  soldu-r  became  cacique. 
or  head  man  of  the  tribe,  and  found  himself  lacking  for 
nothing  which  the  heart  of  aboriginal  man  could  d« 

Still,   as   time   wore    away    lie    \earned    for   the  former 
comradeship.-- surh    i^    the    pen  i    man.    always 

wanting   something  he  has  not.  or  once  did  have. — and 
his  quern  ;  g  him  distrait.  s,»on  wormed  hi^ 

from   him.      P.eing   in   lo\t-  with  the  soldier,  she  did  not 
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\\ish  to  have  him  leave  her;  but,  being  in  love  with  the 
soldier,  she  wi.shed  to  gratify  his  desires.  So,  when  he 
informed  her  that  he  could  return  to  Isabella  for  a  short 
.  provided  he  might  take  with  him  a  gift  of  gold  to 
his  commander,  and  that  having  made  his  peace  with  Don 
Bartholomew  he  would  quickly  return  to  h«  first 

and  only  love/'  she  told  him  of  great  store  of  precious 
metal  which  the  earth  contained,  within  her  province. 

And  what  is  more,  she  took  him  to  the  mines  and  her 
people  dug  out  a  backload  of  gold,  which  lie  lost  no  time 
in  conveying  to  Isabella,  where  he  related  such  a  wonder- 
ful story  that  the  Adclantado  not  only  forgave  him  his 
offense,  but  promoted  him  on  the  spot.  He  also  acc< 
his  offer  to  guide  him  to  the  rich  deposits  of  gold,  which 
impressed  him  so  favorably  that  he  returned  to  Isabella 
and  lading  all  the  movable  property  there  aboard  ship 
sailed  around  to  the  south  coast,  where  he  practically 
founded  a  settlement  by  erecting  a  fort  on  the  cast  bank 
of  the  Ozama.  The  fort  was  the  fourth  of  the  kind 
erected  in  the  island,  and  consequently  in  the  V 
Indies;  but  the  settlement  wa>  the  I  ^nd  as  Isabella 

soon  went  to  ruin,  and  has  never  U-en  inhabited  since  the 
Adelantado  abandoned  it,  Santo  Domingo  (as  stated  at 
the  beginning  of  this  chapter)  has  the  honor  of  bcim 
oldest   existing  city   settled   by   white  men  in   Ami 

Don   Bartholomew   named   his   settlement   after   ^ood 
Saint  Dominic,  who  Spain  ;  and 

dentally  honored  his  father,  Dominico  Columbus,  the 
humble  citizen  of  Genoa.  Christopher  Columbus  ap- 
proved of  all  his  brother  had  done,  especially  the  peculiar 
honor  to  their  father. 

r  enduring  the   various   vicissitudes  of  a  tt 
scttlemei  in,  the  ne\\    !<>un  on  the  east  hank 
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of  tin-  (  >/;imn  uas  first  attacked  !»y  an  army  ••!  ants,  and 

thru  >  \\i-pt  nearly  out  of  existence  by  a  hurricane,  so  the 

\  Ivors  removed  to  the  west  liank  of  the  river,  where 

the   foundations  were  laid   for  the  city   which  actually 

-day.  P.ut  it  was  while  the  Spaniards  were  in 
possession  of  the  town  on  the  cast  bank  that  a  i 
enacted  which  has  become  historic,  namely,  the  arrest  of 
Columbus  by  his  successor  in  the  government,  Bobadilla, 
and  the  sending  of  the  King  of  Spain's  "  Admiral  of  the 
Ocean  Sea  "  to  the  mother-country  in  chains.  The  walls 
of  a  chapel  still  stand  on  the  east  bank,  from  the  doorway 
of  which  the  arrogant  Bobadilla  caused  the  royal  procla- 
mation of  his  authority  to  be  read;  but  of  the  fort  in 
which  by  his  orders  Columbus  was  confined  with  fettered 
limbs,  a  few  bricks  and  stones  alone  remain,  near  the 
bay  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

here  it  was  that  Columbus  received  the  first  check 
to  1  iucst,  here  began  the  long  series  of 

misfortunes  that  ended  only  at  his  death.  From  this 
harbor  of  Santo  Domingo,  in  the  year  1500,  he  sailed 
back  to  Spain  with  manacles  on  wrists  and  ankles.  Two 

ur.  having  equipped  another  expedition,  he 
denied  admission  to  the  harbor  by  Governor  Ovando, 
though  he  applied  on  the  eve  of  a  disastrous  hurricane 
from  which  he  craved  shelter  ami  which  he  escaped  by 
seeking  a  haven  further  down  the  coast.  Ills  little  fleet 
survived  the  hurricane;  hut  all  the  >ave  one  com- 

posing the  fleet    then  about  t->  Spain  with  the  re- 

turning governor.  Bohadilla.  went  down  before  the 
cyclone,  carrying  among  others  his  arch-enemy  to  a 
watery  grave. 

Columbus  was  in  '.on   Bobadilla :  but  the 

atrocious  Ovando  survived,  to  become  the  exterminator 
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<»f  the  Indians,  and  to  bestow  a  reluctant  welcome-  < 
the  Admiral  \\hcn  rescued  from  tli 

-tica  voyage,  in  1504.  This  was  the  year  in  which  he 
sailed  across  the  Atlantic  for  the  last  time — that  in  which 
Queen  Isabella  died — and  only  two  years  before  he  him- 
self passed  away. 

Shall  we  not  hold  these  memories  interesting,  and 
should  we  not  accord  to  this  old  city  on  the  Ozama's 
banks  a  place  apart  and  high,  from  its  association  with 
one  who — whatever  his  shortcomings — must  be  accred- 
ited with  the  "  discovery  "  of  America  ? 

The  settlers  removed  to  the  west  bank  the  year  of  the 
great  hurricane,  1502,  and  in  course  of  time  a  massive 
wall  was  built,  landward  from  -the  river  and  the  sea,  en- 
hancing the  strategic  advantages  of  a  position  naturally 
very  strong.  This  wall  remains  to-day,  though  four 
hundred  years  have  passed  sine  Suilt.  with  ni- 

val barbacans,  fortalcsas,  projecting  sentry-bo 
a  gateway  loopholed  and  battlementcd.     A   plan  <»f  the 
city  made  in  the  first  decade  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
shows  this  wall  intact,  also  the  old  settlement  mi  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  river,  with  the  "  Torrccilla  d< 
or  tower  in  which  Columbus  was  imprisoi  -ling 

near  the  sea,  adjacent  to  it   the  gallows  tree   with   its 
human    fruit,   without    which    no    Spanish    sett!< 
thosr  times  v  s  one 

of  the  charge*  brought  •  Columbus  \\-hrn  I'.ohadiiia 

sent  out  to  supersede  him.  that  he  always  had  some 
one  of  his  encmirs  hanging  on  the  gallows.     In  this  re- 
spect, however,  he  differed  little  from  the  other  col. 
of  Santo  Domingo,  who  when  they  had  authority  hanged 
and  (juartcrcd  without  m«  I  nt. 

Above  the  wall  around  the  city  rises,  from  the  river's 
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i     ancient     castle     called     the 

\\hirh.  though  the  local  traditioiu-r  will  tell  you  that 
Columbus  was  once  a  prisoner  within  its  walls,  was  not, 
in  fact,  erected  until  about  the  year  1509,  when  this  ill- 

:idividual  had  been  three  years  dead.  However, 
it  is  interesting  enough  of  itself,  without  being  bolstered 
up  by  factitious  traditions;  architecturally  a  gem,  his- 
torically a  nonpareil,  for  it  is  indeed  the  oldest  structure 

Kind  in  America.  The  same  year  it  was  erected, 
Don  Diego  Colon,  son  of  Columbus,  having  at  last  come 
into  the  rights  for  which  he  fought  so  pertinaciously, 
came  to  Santo  Domingo  as  viceroy,  bringing  a  lovely 
bride,  Dona  Maria  de  Toledo,  allied  to  an  ancient  and 
|x>werful  house,  and  with  a  splendid  train  of  lords  and 

I  from  the  Spanish  court. 

It  was  the  most  glorious  assemblage  that  the  New 
World  had  then  looked  upon;  and  in  sooth,  poor  old 
Santo  Domingo  has  never  looked  upon  its  like  since  then. 
For  the  fortunes  of  city  and  island  were  then  in  apogee, 
the  planters  and  merchants,  the  gold-seekers  and  the 

.  all.  were  in  high  feather,  and  it  was  widely  ru- 
mored that  the  ladies  of  Don  Diego's  vice-regal  court  had 
all  come  out  with  a  pur|M>sc.  that  purpose  being  to  ac- 
quire rich  husbands.—  and  none  was  disapj>ointed.  That 
is,  no  fair  lady  was  disap]K>inted  in  the  getting  of  a 
wealthy  husband  ;  but  as  to  the  qualifications  of  those  men 
who  lorded  it  over  "  cncomicndas"  of  servile  Indians, 

pi  the  less  said  the  better. 

Still,  the  fact  remains  that  Don  Diego  brought  with 
him  an  elegant  court,  with  gallant  knights  and  maids  of 
high  degree;  and  another  fact  is  incontestable,  namely, 
that  he  caused  to  be  built  a  beautiful  palace,  facing  the 
harbor,  midway  between  the  river  and  the  landward  wall, 
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and  conn 

tions.     So  far  did  IK-  <  inws.  in  : 

that  his  enemies  later  informed  his  sovereign  that  he 
meditated  intrenching  himself  within  this  fortified  palace 
and  defying  his  King's  authority.  I'.ut  that  is  a  little- 
story  aside;  we  are  concerned  only  about  his  palace, 
which  he  built  so  as  to  tower  above  all  other  struct 
there,  save  the  grim  Homenage,  and  adorned  with  the 
beauteous  ladies  brought  from  Spain. 

One  of   Don   Diego's  contemporaries,  the  historian, 
Oviedo,  wrote  a  description  of  Santo  Domingo  about  this 
time,  which,  as  translated  and  published  in  black-letter,  in 
the  year  1555,  furnishes  a  quaint  and  probably  autli- 
picture  of  the  pla 

To  speak  sum  what  of  the  principall  and  chiefe  p1 
of  the  islande."  says  the  historian.  "  whiche  is  the  citie  of 
San  Domenii  .  that  as  touch)  ni;e  the  huildynges 

there  is  no  citie  in  Spaine,  so  tiuiche  for  so-nuiche,  (no, 
not  Harsalona,  which  I  have  of  tent  vines  seene)  that 
bee  preferred  to  this  generallyc.     For  the  houses  of  San 
Domenico  are  for  the  moste  parte  of  stone,  as  are  they  of 
Barsalona. 

"  In  the  mydst  of  the  citie  is  the  fortressc  an 
the  port  or  haven  also  is  s>  •;<!  commodious  to  de- 

fraight  or  unladt  the  like  lc  but   in 

n  the  worlde.     The  houses  that  are  in  thi> 
citie  are  about  syxc  hundredth  in  numtier.  of  th 
sum  are  so  fayre  and  large  that  they  may  well  receavc 
and  lodge  any  lorde  or  noblemanne  of  Spay  IK  .  with  his 

nc  and  famih-  i*-cially  that  which  Don  Diego 

Colon,  viceroy  under  your  maje*tie.  hath  in  this  citie,  is 
such  that  I  knowe  no  man  in  Spayne  that  hath 
by  a  quarter,  in  goodnesse,  cons\ 


g 
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mo.!  tin-   samr.      I. \ke\\\se   the   situation    tlu  i 

a-  IK  Inge  ahovr  tlu-  sayde  porte.  an<l  altogether  • 
an<l  havvn^e  many  tine  roomes  and  large,  with  as  goodlie 
ct  of  the   lam k-  and  sea  as  may  be  clcvysed, 
ieth  unto  me  so  magnificat  and  prince-lyke  that  your 
majrstie  may  bee  as  well  lodged  therein  as  in  any  of  the 
most  cxquvsite  huilded  houses  of  Spaxnc." 

In  this  letter,  written  by  ( Kicdo  to  Kmjwror  Charl 
there  was  doubtless  a  grain  of  malice  toward  Don  Diego 
Colon,  with  his  "  magnificat  and  prince-lyke  house," 
which  bore  fruit  later,  \\lun  said  l)..n  Diego  was  sum- 
moned to  Spain  to  answer  for  his  extravagance  and  prob- 
able intentions.  Hut  here  are  the  ruins  of  that  house, 
some  of  ding  in  a  good  state  of  pr< 

!»«)ve  the  entrance- way  through  the  city  wall. 
It    is    roofless   now.    this   ancient    Casa   tie   Colon,   and 

^..ne  \\alK   lean   the  tottering  sha; 
palm-thatched   and    squalid,   of   degenerate   Dominir 
It*  pillared  corridors  have  lon^  since  fallen  in.  the  L 
halls  and  banquet  rooms  are  now  partly  filled  with  filth 
and  occupied  as  >r  donkeys,  goats,  and  horses. 

P.ut  the  "goodlif  he  lande  an«!  ^till 

one  so  venturesome  as  to  climb  to  the 
upper  rooms  and  dare  the  noisome  eftluvia  arising  from 
the 

:lu-  walls,  close  by  the  river,  there  is  a  spring 
known  as  Columbia's  fountain,  and  a  great  ceiba  tree  is 
ited  out  as  one  beneath  which  the  Admiral  himself 
once  rested.    The  intramural  city  can  boast  more  than  a 
dozen  structures  still  standing  which  date  from  the  vice- 
royal    period.     I.  aid.    in    some    respects,    most 
nating  of  thr  >t  and  vine-draped  pile  entirely 
gone  to  ruin.     It  is  all  that  remains  of  the  first  Franciscan 
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I-  -Undid      111      tilt-      .\C\V      World.      Its      , 

it-  chapi-1.  and  i-  alike  roo! 

I  tut  somruh'  lie  tlu-  ashes  of  I.  .1  gallant 

Bartholomew  Columbus.  once  the  Adelantado.  or  military 
governor,  of  Santo  Domr  also  buried  in  some 

obscure  corner  of  the  monastery  chapel,  now  unkn 
is  another  great-hearted  adventurer,  Alonzo  de  Ojeda. 
Their  exploits  tilled  the  world,  at  one  time,  four  cent 
ago;  they  did  much  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  the  West 
Indies;  but  now,  no  one  knows  the  spot  that  holds  their 
dust.     As  a  ruin,  solely,  irrespective  of  it>  historical  asso- 
•ns.    with    its    picturesque.    vine-drajK-d    walls    and 
cloister-arches,  San  Francisco  is  well  worth  a  visit  and 
inspection,  for  we  have  few  such  in  the  United  St. 

Then  there  are  other  buildings  of  equal  antiquity,  such 
as  the  casa  dc  moneda,  or  the  king's  mint,  with  a  fine 
facade:  the  convent-church  of  San  Nicolas,  founded  in 
1509,  with  a  beautiful  groined  canopy  over  its  presbytery; 
the  quaint  and  original  church  of  Santa  Barbara,  on  a  hill 
in  an  angle  of  the  river-wall;  and  San  Miguel. 
which  was  built  by  the  kin  hundred  and 

eighty  \.  iiita  Clara,  \\hich  has  been 

n-st«.rrd.  and   San   Anton,  a  mere  shell   falling  to  d< 
Hut  of  the  (  within  the  walls,  tin- 

CMiivrnt  -church    of    Santo    Domingo,    dating    from    Don 
Diego's  time,  i^  locally  the  most  famous  and  possess* 
interest   absolutely    unique    U-cause   of   its   associat 

dd  any  •  Santo  Domingo,  I 

beg  him,  or  her,  to  closely  examine  the  trssrllated  pave- 
ment of  the  eastern  transept,  where  may  IK*  found  a  large 
tombstone  with  a  can  f-arins.  the  cscudo  of  some 

•'ish  grandn-  who  died  centuries  agone.  -ig  of 

a  shield   disjM.rting   thirteen   stars,  the  number  and  the 
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mil. It-iii-  ..i  our  thirteen  original  States;  lull  chiseled  in 
that  maible  more  tli. in  two  limx!  "in 

famous  I  »e.  I. nation  of  Indcpcnd. 

Hut  this  ulil  church,  with  its  serpent-supported  pulpit. 

agniticciit  nave  and  tombs  of  Spanish  worthies,  has 

an  interest  attaching  t«>  it  far  hexond  its  own  attractions, 

inasmuch   as   the   same    Dominicans    who   founded    it    at 

about  the  same  time  established  adjacent    the  first   uni- 

\   World.     The  nuns  of  this  unive: 

have  beoi  \\ell-nigh  demnlisheil.  existing  only  in  a  lam- 
entable state  of  neglect;  but  they  should  be  sacred  to  all 
lovers  of  learning  for  \\hat  they  represent.  In  the  struc- 
ture once  attached  to  the  church,  and  now  represented  by 
mounds  of  crumbling  .ne  time  resided  that  fore- 

most man  of  his  ai^e  as  a  philanthropist.  I'.artolome  de  las 
Casas.     He  came  here  with  <  >vando.  in  I  ;oj.  lured  hither, 
perhaps  by  the  tales  told  by  his  father,  who  was  with 
imbus    on    his    second    voyage.      After    going    with 
•MJUC/  and  Cortex  to   Cuba,  in    1511.    after    his    dis- 
iment  at  civilizing  the  Indians  of  the  "  Terra 
l-'irma."    about     1521.    he    returned    to    I  lispaniola    and 
immured  himself  for  \earx  within  the  walls  of  this  uni- 
tnd    mon..  Here    he    produced    that    great 

monument  to  learning  and  industry,  or  at  It •;•.  and 

u-.l  well  forward  toward  completion,  his  "  Histo- 
the  Indi. 

There  is.  imleed.  one  structure  alone  which  would  repay 

all  the  discomforts  of  a  pilgrimage— even  assuming  them 

and  that  is  another  sacred  shrine  of  early  Amer- 

the  noble  cathedral,  which  was  founded  in 

1514.  and  fmixhcd  thirty  years  later.     It  has  been  shaken 

b\    earthijua'-  nd  bombarded  1>>    pirates,  and 

at    times  all   but   abandon  .alls  still 
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Maud,  ami  its  roof  of  Spanish  tik-s  protect*  niau>  a  l)"ly 
relic.  Kxtcriorly.  the  cathedral  is  not  impressive,  IH.T- 
haps;  l)iit  its  glorious  nave  and  transepts,  with  massive 
pillars  supporting  groined  and  lofty  ceiling;  its  lateral 
"  chapels,"  twelve  in  number,  filled  with  saintly  relics  in 
age  from  two  to  four  centuries,  and  finally,  its  magnificent 
retablc  richly  carved  and  gilded,  rising  In-hind  an  altar 
plated  with  silver,  make  up  for  all  possible  deficiencies  in 
its  superficial  aspect.  One  of  the  most  precious  of  relics 
here,  in  the  estimation  of  the  natives,  is  a  fragment  of  the 
cross  of  La  Vega,  upon  an  arm  of  which  an  angel  once 
descended,  it  is  claimed,  at  the  battle  waged  by  Columbus 
with  the  Indians,  in  1495.  I*  *s  set  m  K°M  a«d  inclosed 
in  a  silver  casket,  and  is  shown  to  the  faithful  only  once  a 
year.  Then  there  is  the  first  great  cross  set  up  on  th< 
of  the  cathedral,  in  1514.  which  is  nine  lYrt  high,  and  is 
made  of  native  mahogany.  There  are  paintings  here 
ascribed  to  Murillo.  and  portraits  of  the  twelve  apo^ 
which  are  probably  the  work  of  Velasquez. 

Reference  having  been  made  to  the  fear  entertained 
by  the  Dominicans  of  KnglMi  pirates,  it  should  be 
explained  that  it  was  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  famous  and 
piratical  adventurer,  of  whom  they  stood  most  in  awe. 
And  with  good  reason,  for  at  various  times  he  ass. 
their  capital  and  sacked  it,  a  memento  of  his  attack  of 
1586  being  still  preserved  in  the  shape  of  a  cannon-ball, 
once  fired  from  his  fieri,  and  \\hich  is  imbedded  in  the 
roof  of  the  cathedral.  That  assault  of  1586  was  unpro- 
voked, as  shown  by  Drake's  own  historian,  who  s 

"  We  spent  the  early  part  of  the  mornings  in  firi; 
outmost  houses:  but  they  being  built  very  magnificently 
of  stone,  with  high  loftes,  gave  us  no  small  travell  to  ruin 
them.     And  alln-it.  for  di\  together 
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cch  morning  by  daybreak,  until  the  heat  began  at  nine  of 
the  clocke,  that  two  hundred  mariners  did  nought  els  but 
labour  to  fire  and  burn  the  said  houses,  whilst  the 
souldiers  in  like  proportion  stood  forth  for  their  guard, 

•  lid  we  not,  or  could  not,  in  this  time,  consume  so 
much  as  one-third  part  of  the  t<>wne;  and  so  in  the  end. 
wearied  with  firing,  u  •••ntented  to  accept  of  five 

and  twenty  thousand  ducats,  of  five  shillings  and  six- 
pence the  peece  [about  thirty  thousand  dollars]   for  the 
ransomc  of  the  rest  of  the  t«>\\m." 
Soon  after  this  attack,   Santo  Domingo   fell   into  a 

ine,  and  the  theater  of  action  being  transferred  to 
Cuba.  Mi  xico,  and  Peru,  it  never  recovered.     To-day  it 
presents  but  a  pitiful  picture  of  its  former  self, 
dents  speak  the  language  of  its  original  settlers:  but  they 
are  mainly  of  alien,  African  descent,  the  white  people 

-o  few  that  they  may  IK-  counted  on  one's  tin. 
Still,  what  other  city  «>f  America  can  t>  tl  one- 

time citizens  a  great  discoverer  like  Columbus ;  a  fifteenth- 
century  humanitarian  like  Las  Casas;  a  monster  of 
depravity  like  Ovando,  and  a  quartet  of  conquerors  like 

isquez,  who  subjugated  Cuba;  Cortes,  who  conquered 

:    Balboa,  the  explorer  of  Harien.  discoverer  of 

the  Pacific ;  and  Pizarro,  who  stole  the  treasures  of  Peru? 
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My  first  glimpse  of  Puerto  Rico  — The  policeman  with  the  itching 
palm  —  Editorial  amenities  —  West  I mlian  newspapers  — 
Descendants  of  Columbus  —  What  our  Government  has  done 
—  Ungrateful  Puerto-Riqucnos  — The  laboring  classes,  who 
do  not  labor  —  The  gibaro  and  his  hut  of  palm  leaves  — 
Inexpensive  living  in  Puerto  Rico  —  Suppose  one  were  to 
adopt  it  ?  — Thanksgiving  Day  and  its  observance  in  the 
island  —  What  the  hurricane  did  — The  natural  resources 
available  —  Birds  and  quadrupeds  of  this  island  —  Temperate 
and  tropical  regions  compared  —  The  population  —  No  stand- 
ard of  morality  —  Possibilities  in  tropical  agriculture  —  There 
is  gold  in  the  mountain  streams  —  History  of  its  discovery  — 
What  Agueynaba  did  to  the  Spaniards. 

IT  is  a  long  look  backward  to  my  first  glimpse  of 
Puerto    Rico,   in    tin-   winter   of    1879-8^  can 

lv  recall  many  incidents  of  my  voyage  an-und 
that  island,  the  interior  of  which  was  then  a  veritable 
:  incognita.  I  remember,  for  instance,  that  \\hen 
I  first  entered  the  harbor  of  San  Juan,  on  board 
the  "  Hadji."  a  British  built  "tub."  sailing  under  Amer- 
ican colors,  the  Spaniel)  customs  official,  who  had  been 
put  aboard  off  the  har1>or-cnt ranee,  promptly  stepp« 
front  of  my  camera  when  I  attempted  to  photograph  the 
Morro  and  the  fortifications. 

He  was.  in  fact,  put  there  for  the  very  puq>ose  of  pre- 
ventiiii;   ini|iiisiti\  from   making   sketches  or 

photographs  ,,f  tin-  ancient   walls,  and  H  -uld 

do  to  preserve  mv  projK-rtv  from  confiscation.      I  had  to 
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promise,  under  oath,  that  I  would  make  no  more  expos- 
whilc  in  I'lu-rto  Kican  jM.rts.  and  was  kept  constantly 
under  surveillance,  not  only  at  San  Juan,  but  at  P<>: 
and  other  ports  at  which  we  touched. 

I  had  a  belatt  .-.  tli-.-.-.-h.  about  ten  years  later, 

\\hen  I  went  to  tlu-  island  as  the  accredited  representative 

of  our   Government,   and    received   a    sjK-cial    permit   to 

photograph  from  the  alcalde  municipal  of  the  capital.     It 

most  grudging!)  I.  to  be  sure,  ami   I   was 

cautioned  not  to  turn  my  can  trd  those  obsolete 

Still,  I  succeeded  in  securing  some  photo- 

;>hs  of  the  same;  but  it  \\as  only  after  my  friend,  the 

jwiliceman.  u  ho  had  lieen  iletaileil  to  guide  and  watch  me. 

had  l>een  told  to  turn  his  face  the  other  way.  and  hold  his 

hand  In-hind  him!     He  was  so  much  impressed  with  the 

M  (|iieiit  eereijionx  that  whenever  I  pitched  my  camera, 

after  that  first  operation,  he  voluntarily  {>erfonned  this 

act  of  courtesy,  not  once  only,  hut  several  times,  plainly 

showing  that,  like  many  another  Spaniard,  he  was  art! 

with  the  disease  known  as  the  "  itching  palm  "  for  pesos. 

I    had   up  to  that   time  thought   it   peculiar  to  customs 

officials;  hut  this  experience  convinced  me  that  it  was 

universally  prevalent. 

I  think  it  is  a  o  disease,  also,  for  even  the 

I  o!   IVnrto  Rico  seemed  inoculated  with  its  virus, 

at  the  time  of  my  second  advent  in  the  island.  1  distinctly 

recall.  The  editors  I  met  often  reminded  me  of  my  friend. 

the  jxMieeman— they  so  frequently  turned  their"backs  and 

held   their   hand*   In-hind   them!      For  example,    when    a 

mer  he  diplomatic  corps  called  with  me  upon  the 

•lity.  though   1  -rived  with  appar- 

ent  cordiality.  th<  .lint  which  to 

me     was     unaccountable.      My      friend,     the     diplomat, 
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explained  to  me  afterward  tliat  perhaps  it  might  be  well 
to  insert  an  advertisement  of  my  mission  in  the  most 
prominent  pajH-rs.  and  also  purchase  a  goodly  number  of 
each  issue  containing  it. 

•  •ting  ujx)!!  this  disinterested  advice  I  at  once  sent 
word  to  each  editor  that  I  would  like  50  copies  of  his 
paper  when  it  should  contain  items  of  importance  to  the 
great  American  government !  The  result  was  that  the 
next  day  all  the  important  papers  of  San  Juan  vied  with 
each  other  in  most  flattering  notices  of  the  *  eminent 
commissioner,  whose  opportune  arrival  had  caused  such 
great  excitement." 

There  was  more  than  a  column  of  this  sort,  showing 
plainly  that  vast  leisure  was  the  portion  of  the  insular 
editor  and  that  he  was  sorely  put  to  it  for  news.  I  had 
felt  sure  that  the  receipt  he  sent  me  was  more  than  ample 
recompense  for  the  price  of  50  copies  without  fulsome 
eulogy.  The  following  is  a  literal  translation  of  that 
;>t  :  "  F.I  administrador  of  the  Intcgridad  \ational, 
who  kisses  the  hands  ,,f  your  worship.  his  com- 

pliments to  Senor  Don  I  .  A.  <  MKT  and  has  the  great  pleas- 
ure of  inclosing  a  receipt  for  the  fifty  numbers  he  had  the 
distinguished  honor  of  remitting  to  hii:  'ay  of  the 

above  named  |>eriodical." 

Now.  that  was  an  ordinary  receipt  for  a  small  sum  of 
money,  and  the  editor  wrote  it  himself,  which  sjK-aks  vol- 
umes for  newspajK-r  methods  as  they  prevailed  in  the 
island  before  the  capitulation. 

There  was  a  "  crying  need "  for  a  good  periodical 
printed     in     Spanish     and     KnglMi     ( it     appeared     to 
me);  but  if  it  existed,  that  "  long-fclt-want  "  has  been 
filled,  for  a  printing  press  went  along  with  tin 
guards  of  the   American   army   of  occupation.     H.irdU 
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had  our  gallant  soldiers  ceased  shooting  leaden  bullets 
into  tin-  resisting  Spaniards  in  Puerto  Rico,  on  receipt  of 
the  news  that  the  peace  protocol  had  been  signed,  than 
tlu-y  began  firing  paper  billets  at  the  inoffensive  Puerto- 
Kiqueuo.     Desire    for  the   latter's  enlightenment  caused 
"  the  little  red  schoolhousc  "  to  be  erected  on  almost  every 
hill  in  the  island;  and  we  kn«>w  what  an  army  of  school- 
ma'ams  and  masters  succeeded  to  the  army  of  invasion! 
As  an  index  <»!  West   Indian  enlightenment,  the  news- 
•liroughout  the  islands  are  likely  In  lead  one  far 
ft  mostly  edited  with  an  eye  to  the  adver- 
tising columns — strange  to  say — said  advertisements  con- 
•:ig  inainh  of  Spanish.  French,  or  Knghsh  proprietary 
medicines,  chietly  pills  and  plasters.     They  are  printed  on 
and  sold  at  a  high  price.     As  a  means  of 
disM-ininating   information  among  a  population   largely 
I>osed  of  illiterates,  they  apparently  fail  to  achieve 
their  destiny. 

This  hriii- s  me  to  remark  upon  the  characteristics  of 

the    Puerto-Riqneno.     He   did   not   seem   to   have   any. 

re  the  arrival  of  the  Americans,  in  1898;  or  if  he  had 

any  he  kept  them  to  himself,  h  n  minded  thereto 

by   the  long  centuries  ,.f   Spanish  oppression.      Not   onlv 

could   I   obtain  no  cv  amounting  to  an  opinion 

from  the  average  islander,  but  absolutely  no  information 

•ecting  the  island   itself  save  what  was  open  to  my 

There  was  a  great  highway,  the  "  King's 

Road,"  runni  the  mountains  from  Ponce  to  San 

Juan  ;  several  sporadic  attempts  had  been  made  to  build  a 

railroad  in  various  parts  of  the  island,  but  little  had  been 

accomplished.     Tl  no  more  information  available 

'  the  interior  of  Puerto  Rico  than  there  was  at  that 

time  as  to  the  unknown  interior  of  Africa.     A  rumor  was 
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prevalent  that  at  one  time  a  German  naturalist  had  s< 
how  worked  his  way  to  the  interior  hills  and  mountain- ; 
but  he  kept  his  mouth  shut  as  to  what  he  saw — and  per- 
haps this  was  the  price  of  his  permission  to  explore. 

At  the  outbreak  of  the  Spanish-American  war,  one  of 
the  editors  of  a  famous  and  jxipular  magazine  came  to  me 
with  a  request  that  I  would  write  an  article  on  Puerto  Rico 
for  that  magazine,  as  I  was  the  only  man  lie  could  find 
"  who  knew  anything  alxmt  the  island  "!  This  may  seem 
in  the  nature  of  an  equivocal  compliment ;  hut  I  wrote  the 
article,  nevertheless,  and  illustrated  it  with  some  of  the 
photographs  I  had  taken  when  the  policeman's  back  was 
turned.  At  that  time  I  drew  all  my  material  from  S: 
ish  sources,  and  that  same  year  wrote  a  book  on  the  island. 
which  was  probably  the  first  work  in  Knglish  on  the  sub- 
ject in  more  than  half  a  century.*  Immediately  the 
had  been  opened  by  the  army,  there  was  a  deluge  of  news- 
paper corrcs|*»ndents  and  "  scientific  "  writers,  who  had 
been  detached  from  the  various  departments  in  Washing- 
ton, so  that  the  great  public,  which  had  IK-CII  presumably 
hungering  and  thirsting  for  information  on  Puerto  Rico, 
was  more  than  appeased.  Hence,  I  feel  that  an< 
chapter  on  the  subject  will  be  looked  upon  as  somewhat 
supererogatory. 

Hut.  however  much  the  island  has  been  "  written  up" 
since  the  American  occupation,  tin  rf  is  still  something  lett 
that  may  be  considered  worth  the  while  to  investk 

arded  as  a  whole,  and  as  our  only  possession  in  the 
American  tropics.  Puerto  Rico  has  many  charms  for  l*»ih 
student  and  casual  tourist.      It  seems  SO  to  me  ;  hut  I 
look  at  it  through  glasses  that  exaggerate  its  import..- 
I  will  confess  that  since  the  mystery  respecting  its  moun- 
•"  Puerto  Rico  and  its  Resources,"  New  York,  l8g& 
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tains  and  inland  forests  has  been  dis^lled,  the  charms  of 
rto  Rico  have  lost  their  fre>hm -ss.    One  should  gather 
facts,  even  statistics,  while  the  morning  dew  is  on  them 
as  one  would  gather  strawberries.     An  oft-reiterated  fact 
stale  to  nauseousness ;  there  is  no  pleasure  in  follow- 
in-  after  a  party  that  has  beaten  a  trail  to  the  mountain- 
top.     My  most  blest  exi>eriences  have  l>een  those  face  to 
face  with  what  I  then  thought  was  primitive  nature. 

So  with  Puerto  Rico:  to  visit  it  now,  after  other  thou 
sands  have  tramped  its  trails  and  raised  the  dust  on  it- 
roads,  would  be  wearisome.    And  if  to  me,  why  not,  then. 
to  others  ? 

.  why  not?  Well,  the  only  reason  I  can  give,  is 
that  jH-rhaps  there  may  be  some  few  who  have  not 
been  in  Puerto  Rico!  To  such,  perhaps,  the  island  may 
.;leam  afresh  in  pristine  loveliness.  For,  after  all,  we 
cannot  expect  the  great  Creator  to  make  a  new  island  or 
a  new  continent  for  e\  oration!  It  is  our  misfor- 

tune that  the  world  was  made  so  many  years  ago,  and  to 
us  is  now  old,  and  to  some  of  us.  jH-rhaps.  somewhat  stale 

I  found  in  an  old  hisior\   of  Spain,  not  long  ago,  an 
item  to  the  effect  that  the  King  of  Spain.  Ferdinand,  htis 
band    of    Isabella,    had    signed    a    "capitulation"    with 
Vicente  Yane/  Pinzon,  quondam  companion  of  Columbus 
on  his  first  voyage,  for  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  this 
id,  subsequently  known  as  Puerto  Rico.     Be  that  as  it 
not  until  1508  or  1509  th.v  le  Leon 

landed  In  rv.  and  soon  after  established  a  settlement. 

After  the  Indians  had  been  reduced  to  subjection  the 
SpanianN  were  for  t  d  by  foreign  : 

and  by  the  buccaneers.  Historic  personages,  like  Drake 
and  Hawkins,  and  two  hundred  years  later  Abercromh} 
(  wh.».  like  Admiral  Sampson,  in  1898,  vainly  bombarded 
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San  Juan),  honored  the  Spaniards  with  frequent  visits. 
I'.ut,  notwithstanding  these  persecutions,  and  the  occa- 
il  hurricanes,  which  devastated  the  island.  Puerto 
Rico  continued  to  flourish.  While  Cuba  was  the  prime 
milch  cow  of  Spain,  yet  Puerto  Rico  yielded  fretly,  and 
many  an  official  owed  his  rise  to  a  i  ore. 

1'ast  and  present  are  inseparably  linked,  in  the  affairs 
of  this  island.     For  instance,  in  the  I'rcsitpuestos,  or 
mates,  for  the  fiscal  year  1887-88,  I  found  this  curious 
item,  under  the  head  of  obligaciones  generates:  "  Article  I 
—To  Don  Cristobal  Colon,  Duque  de  Veragua,  three 
quarters  of  the  obligation  acknowledged  in  favor  of  his 
defunct  ancestor — pesos  3400.    To  Don  Fernando  Colon, 
Marques  de  Barboles,  one  quarter  part  of  said  obligation 
—pesos  850." 

The  Duke  of  Veragua,  it  may  be  remembered,  was  our 
guest  during  the  Exposition  year,  and  a  suppliant  for  our 
favor  in  the  shape  of  a  pension  or  donation,  in  recognition 
of  the  doings  of  his  reputed  ancestor,  Don  Cristobal 
Columbus.  He  was  not  a  bad-looking  man,  as  I  recall 
him.  having  the  air  of  a  \\ell-t-  d-.  and  in 

fact  was  a  breeder  of  tine  hu!'  !  it  ing  in  the  : 

His  degenerate  brother,  the  Marquis  de  I'.arMes.  was  a 
shrunken,    monkey-like   apology   of   a   man.   who    v. 
about  clinging  to  his  elder  brother's  o 
quently  ejaculating,  at  intervals.     Win-re  do  I  come 
meaning,  thereby,  that  he  wanted  his  proportional  share 
of  the  donation,  whenever  it   might   he  donated.     And 
these  two;  follow! •  a  long  line  of  nnn-rcsi<!<  nt  an- 

cestors, depended  upon  Puerto  Rican  !*>unty  for  n 
\  rars. 

Spain  did  all  she  could  to  wreck  the  island  ; 
after  the   I'nitcd  States  government  took  possession,  it 
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that   i lu-  Spanish   market   more  than  o >in 
peilMted  for  tin-  Spanish  Nt,-;,lm-s.     After  the  great  luir- 

ime  tlu-  custom  t<.  charge 

all  evil  happenings  to  the  change  of  ownership.  an<l  the 
new  government  uas  made  a  universal  scapegoat.  And 
A  hat  that  government  has  done  for  Puerto  Rico. 
Look  at  the  schools  it  has  founded,  the  nmiu-y  it  has  lav- 
ishl\  |».ure«l  nut.  in  an  effort  to  make  amends  for  the 

I'ommitteil! 

The  enthusiasm  \\ith  which  the  islander  <1  our 

army  onitiinied  t,.  sustain  itself  until  it  \\as  seen,  by  one 
I,  that  the  ino.niinj;  Americans  ha«l  n-'t  made  them 
all  independently  rich,  and  hy  another  that  they  had  nut 
•vnm  their  century-lnnjr  condition  of  abject 
poverty.      Having   welcomed  their  "Heaven-sent   deliv- 
•\Ied  them,  with  effusive  joy.  and  in  the 
Spanish  fashion  invited  them  in  to  help  themselves,  the 
natives  next  looked  forward  to  receiving  an  exceedingly 
I'.ut    it  did  not   immediately   materialize, 
and  they  became,  if  possible,  even  poorer  than  before. 
Then  came  the  hurricane,  the  most   disastrous   in   cen- 
turies, and  that.  too.  was  chat  -ist  the  Yankees. 
Thus,  for  a  time  the  military  government  of  the  island 
had  a  \er\  "  hard  row  to  hoe."     P.ut  it  hoed  it.  neverthe- 
at   the  expense  of  our  government.     The   Puerto 
fed  from  our  overflowing  granaries,  they 
millions  of  ratiot                   and.  after  that,  mil- 
lions of  dollars  \\ere  returned  to  them  which  had  been 
received                   on  their  gix>ds.    Still,  it  is  not  a  matter 
•  •f   record    that    the   islaii'                     murmured   a    single 

ession  of  thai 

It    was  ascertained  that  most  of  the  sugar-planters, 
ad  of  having  been  ruined  by  the  hurricane,  as  was 
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pathetically  rc|>orted,  had  actually  benefited  by  it,  owing 
to  the  sedimentation  from  the  hill-washings,  which  was 
.id  like  a  fertile  blanket  over  their  lowland  acres, 
enriching  their  exhausted  soils  beyond  belief.  The  cof- 
lanters  suffered  more;  but  they  soon  rose  from  their 
ashes  and  joined  in  the  general  hue  and  cry  that  they  had 
lost  the  market  of  Spain,  without  having  received  an 
adequate  return.  That  they,  in  common  with  all  others, 
had  received  the  priceless  boon  of  freedom,  did  not  count 
for  anything  at  all,  in  their  estimate  of  results. 

There  remain  the  laboring  classes,  which  comprise  the 
bulk  of  Puerto  Rico's  population,  and  which  were  the 
recipients  of  charity  from  the  United  States  to  such  an 
nt   that   the   term   "  lairing  class  "   was   practi 
.irded.     It  was  a  misnomer,  am  way.  for  there  is  no 
class  in  the  island  that  has  ever  earned  this  ,: 
apfiellation.     They    reside   mainly    in   the   mountain 
tricts,  but  their  mouth-pieces,  the  native  politicians,  dwell 
in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  coaM.  where  they  readily 
reached  the  ears  and  the  purses  of  sympathetic  Amer- 
icans.    Accepting  their  doleful  tal  ands  of  poor 
people  starved  to  death  during  the  military  interregnum, 
and  in  proof  of  the  truth  of  tin 

ied  carefully  coached  delegations  of  emaciated  men 
and  barefoot  women  to  San  Juan,  there  to  beard  tin 
governor  in  his  castle. 

To  one  \\ho  knows  the  inland  and  its  almost  limitless 
resources,  this  story  of  starvation  seems  false  on  its  f 
but  perhaps  the  best  refutation  of  it — at  least  inferent lally 
— is  to  recite  why  the  Puerto  Rican  need  not  starve, 
instead  of  entering  a  simple  denial. 

In  the  first  j  npare  the  climatic  conditions  of 

the  tropical  zone  in  which  lies  Puerto  Rico  with  those  of 
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"ii r  own  so-called  temperate  region:  perpetual  summer 
•  •n  tlu-  one  hand,  contrasted  with  most  rigorous  winter 
..ii  the  other  more  than  six  months  of  the  year.  The 
Puerto  Rican,  then,  has  no  winter  to  provide  against,  with 
its  consequent  expenses  for  comfortable  habitation,  fuel. 
and  clothing.  And  by  the  Puerto  Rican  is  meant  the 
gibaro,  or  j>easant  laborer,  about  whom  the  politicians 
were  so  tenderly  solicitous.  He  U  t: 

of  a  long  line  of  paupers  extending  through 
tries,  not  one  of  whom  ever  possessed  a  dollar 
night  or  had  a  voice  in  the  management  of  insular 

1  le  is  a  \critable  peon,  or  slave  of  ancestral  and  cumu- 
lative debt,  and  in  probably  nine  cases  out  of  ten  is  owned 
body  and  soul  by  the  v  (>r  tobacco  raiser,  who 

clamoring  so  loudly  that  he  should  "  have  his  rigl. 
and  so  h,  ipoa  the  return  of  those  "  millions  wrung 

as  customs  from  unwilling  contributors." 

Well,  without  seeking  to  involve  the  gibaro  in  politics— 
except,  perhaps,  to  show  how  he  has  been  a  contiihr. 
cause  of  :it.  let  n>  show  how  nearly  impossible  it 

is  for  him  to  starve,  or  even  to  suffer  severely,  save 
through  his  own  fault.     In  the  matter  of  a  habitation  he 
is  content  with  the  merest  shelter  from  the  elements,  and 
if  he  were  ordinarily  industrious   (which  he  is  r.ot)  the 
lily  might  erect  such  a  shelter  as  suffices  the 
:age  Puerto  Rican  in  less  than  two  days.     First,  four 
holes  are  dug  in  the  ground,  into  which  four  posts  are 
ted  and  set  erect.     These  are  connected  by  frame- 
works of  smaller  i*>les.   which  are  covered  with  palm 
leaves,  and  the  "  house  "  is  made.    This  is  the  simplest 
11  ing.  such  as  generally  answers  the  needs 
•Me  i>con.     The  floor  is  of  hardened  mud  or  clay,  and 
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sometimes  the  wattlf  ...  ith  mud 

«>r   mortar;   sometimes   tlu-    hut    is   o-iistructed   of    palm 
boards,   and    well   thatched    with   palm   leaves  or  y 
shingles,  made  of  palm  spatlu  s. 

The  gibaro's  house  costs  him  nothing  but  a  little  labor, 
and  is  mainly  .set  up  without  nails,  or  any   furnis!. 
whatever  from  the  stores.     The  palms,  growing  e\ 
where  in  the  country,  yield  all  necessary  materials.     For 
the   simple   utensils  used   in   his  domestic  economy,  the 
householder  goes  to  another  tree,  the  calabash,  the  fruit 
of  which  is  converted  int.  of  varior  MK  h 

as  dishes  and  water  bottles,  plates  and  spoons,  while  tlu 
yagua  of   the   royal   palm    furnishes   tubs   for   washing 
clothes  in,  cradles  for  the  babies,  wrappers  for  cigars, 
and  all  bundles  that  are  to  be  kept  dry,  and  even  foin 
tions  for  the  rude  beds  which,  when  hammocks  are  not 
used,  arc  spread  upon  the  floor  at   nijju.      I-'rmn   t\\<> 
species  of  palms,  the  r«.\al  and  the  cocoa,  and  tlu 
bash,  the  Puerto   Kuan  obtains  ample  material  for 
house  and  its  equipment. 

This  hut  is  called  a  bohio,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
house  of  the  town,  which  is  usually  built  of  stone,  is  much 
more  pretentious  and  is  kn<>wn  as  the  casa. 

To  establish  the  fact  alreadx   averted,  that  the  natives 
of  the  island  are  extremely  |x>or  and  shiftless.  I  will  refer 
to  the  report  of  Brigadier  General  Davis,  in  which  he 
of  these  people : 

"They  live  in  huts  made  of  sticks  and  poles,  covered 
with  thatches  of  palm  leaves.  A  famil  max 

be  huddled  together  in  one  room,  often  xxith  only  a  dirt 
floor.     They  have  little  food  worthy  the  name,  and 
the  most  scanty  clothing,  while  children  of  less  t! 
or  eight  years  are  often  entirely  naked.     A  few  max  own 
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a  machete  or  hoc,  hut  more  ha\e  no  worldly  |>«>ssessions 
\\hah-\rr.  I  heir  fund  is  hull,  and  if  they  arc  wage- 
a  little  rice  and  codfish  in  addition.  They  are 
without  ambition,  and  see  no  incentive  to  labor  beyond 
the  least  that  will  provide  the  barest  siistena: 

We  have  seen  that  a  newly  coupled  pair  of  Puerto 
Ricans  just  starting  out  in  life  incurred  no  expense  what- 
ever for  a  dwelling;  and.  judging  from  the  statistics,  fur- 
nished during  Spanish  domination,  no  great  amount  was 
squandered  on  the  marriage  ceremony;  for  out  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  births  in  1887,  for  instance,  eleven  thou- 
sand were  illegitimate. 

Let  it  be  assumed,  then,  that  a  pair  of  giburos  may  be 
established  in  domicile,  or  en  casa.  without  the  expendi- 
ture of  a  dollar.  What  will  IK-  the  household  expenses, 
as  the  months  and  years  roll 

House  and   furnishings  they  already  have.     The  first 

fuel  for  fire  (for  culinary  purposes  only),  lies 

in  the  fields  or  woods  at  or  near  their  door.     An  iron  pot 

has  been  begged, borrowed,  or  stolen,  and  no  other  kitchen 

utensil  is  actually  neccssar\   except  a  knife,  which  is 

plied  by  the  machete,  universally  carried  by  the  peon,  and 

which  is  never  out  of  hix  si-ht  or  grasp.     The  machete 

is  so  much  a  part  and  parcel  of  the  gibaro's  outfit  that  he 

attention  when  it  is  absent.     He  acquires  it 

early  in  life,  and  parts  with  it  only  through  stem  neces- 

as,  for  example,  when  funds  are  needed  for  gambling 

or  for  betting  on  a  fa\orite  fighting  cock. 

With  the  machete  the  peon  hews  down  the  trees  for 

com-  to  his  hut.  lops  off  the  leaves  of  palm  for 

thatch  and  bedding,  digs  holes  for  setting  out  tubers  and 

plan-  nnes,  though  rarely,  removes  the  weeds 

his  garden. 
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"  Fingers  were  made  before  forks."  i>  an  axiom  so  self- 
exident  that  no  peon  ever  gives  it  a  thought,  and  the  little 
toddlers  that  soon  in  time  gather  around  the  household 
hearth,  or  the  fire-bed  in  the  center  of  the  hut.  follow  the 
example  of  their  elders  and  eat  without  am  other  a 
ance  than  their  own  chubby  hands,  which  the\  dip  ini 
pot,  like  the  others. 

The  only  expense  for  garments  is  incurred  by  the  adult 
members  of  the  family,  and  probably  does  not  aggn . 
$5  a  year,     t'ntil  the  age  of  seven  t<-  ten.  the  children  go 
about  as  naked  as  they  were  born. 

In  order  to  impress  my  readers  with  the  fact  that  the 
Puerto  Riqueno,  even  the  poverty-stricken  gibaro,  : 
have  quite  an  extent  to  his  dietary.  I  1. 

lured  to  imagine  him  engaged  in  celebrating  the  last  of 
the  </M<r  (/r  fiesta,  or  f.  .  which  has  been  best, 

upon  him  by  a  paternal  government — our  time-hon 
"  Thanksgiving." 

Taking  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico  as  typical  of  our 
tropical  possessions,  lying  as  it  arer  to  our  shores 

than  Hawaii  or  the  Philippines,  and  «>n  a  median  line  of 
latitude  as  compared  with  the  others.  \\<  sh.-Jl  find 
Thanksgiving  >r  Dia  dc  Gracias,  as  it  is  there 

termed,  honored  b\  tli  ttices  and 

appropriately  observed.     The  jxm  on  half- 

time  only,  the  plantation  works  are  idle,  and  the  JK-O] 
town  and  country  seize  the  occasion  for  visiting. 

As   .-in  !,ir   idleness   merely,   the    PdCll  •    \< 

laborer  hails  the  Dia  dc  Gracias  with  joy  and  pron 
himself   indulgence    in    a 

itious  cock-fight.     Coming,  as  it  d.  near  the 

end  of  the  n,  ;cd  hurricane  season,  Thar 

offers  even  the  punctilious  pr 
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for  joining  in  ?'•  'uipation  in  \\hich  he  might 

be  averse  to  by  training,  though  not  from  temi>crament. 
Distant    I'mni    the   equator    les-,   than   twenty   degrees, 

:;t   takes  place   in   sunny. 

summer  weather,  with  the  temj>eratiire  somewhere  up  in 
the  nineties.  All  nature  is  abloom  at  this  season  and  the 
air  is  filled  with  the  pr  •  harvests.  Provided  the 

season  has  passed  without  the  visitation  of  a  hurricane, 
evidences  of  the  fruitful  soil  arc  on  every  hand.     Along 
the  coast  the  cocoa  palm  dnx>ps  its  head  above  heavy 
n  of  nuts  shining  gulden  in  the  sun;  wann-hued 
I   hang   invitingly    from   their   stalks;   breadfruits 
are  rijH-ning  on  stately  trees  \\ith  decp-lobed  leaves.  Then 
there   are    oranges,    limes,    lemons,    guavas.    sapadillas, 
mangos,  custard  apples,  etc.. — in  fact,  all  fruits  that  are 
in    equatorial    t-  Prominent    among    the 

fruits  native  to  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Wot  Indies  in  gen- 
eral is  the  delicious  pineapple,  which  the  first  S 
conquerors  found  growing  lure,  cultivated  by  the  natives. 
So  far  as  the  gibaro's  table  is  concerned,  it  cannot  be 
said,  in  the  language  of  P«»pe.  "  Viands  of  various  kinds 
allure  the  •  -rainly  do  not.  The  -iverage 

Riqueno  is  a  vegetarian.  |HT force ;  yet  there  are 
certain  indigenous  animals,  both  birds  and  quadrupeds, 
that  \\ould  yield  him  at  least  a  taste  of  flesh  on  occasion, 
were  he  possessed  of  any  skill  at  all  as  hunter  or  trapper, 
the  fauna  of  Puerto  Rico  is  not  extensive  and  no 
large  anim..  there  their  habitat,  there  are  a  few 

small  quadmiK-ds  that  woul/  .cellently  to  furnish 

tlu-  Thank-  Me  in  the  gibaro's  humble  hut.    There 

is  the  agouti,  for  instance  (Dasyfirocta  agouti),  a  little 
be  :md  inoffensive  animal,  with  glossy,  snuff-brown 
coat  and  a  sensitive  nose  with  which  he  sometimes  ferrets 
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out  tin-  native-  tuU-rs.  like  the  \ain  and  eddoe.  Inasmuch 
as  lu-  pn»\\ls  alMuit  tlu-  "  pr« .vision  ^rounds  "  mi  the 
border*  of  tlu-  \\«N,ds  an«l  takes  toll  therefrom,  it  is  no 
more  than  just  that  the  native  bij>ed  should  make  him  pay 
therefor — always  provided  he  can  catch  the  agouti. 

He  would  prove  a  welcome  substitute  for  turkey,  and 
so  would  another  small  animal  which,  like  the  a^»i; 
getting  scarce  in  Puerto  Rico,  the  armadillo.     Properly 
cooked  in  his  shell  (which  shell,  according  to  Sir  Walter 
Raleigh.  "  apj>eareth  somewhat  like  unto  that  of  a   I 
cero"),  the  armadillo  surpasses  quail  or  turke\    in  the 
flavor  of  its  tender  flesh.     It  must  be  cooked  by  a  ma 
though — a  "  real  and  trul\  :u  who  has  been  bred 

on  a  plantation  and  taken  a  cruise  or  two  along  the  Span- 
ish Main. 

There  is  but  one  meat  tenderer  than  quail  or  armadillo, 
and  that  is  of  the  iguana,  the  large  arboreal  lizard  that 
inhabits  the  lowlands  of  all  the  West   Indian  islands.      It 
should  be  stewed  with  yam.  plantain,  etc.,  to  be 
palatable.     The  streams  of  Puerto  ".  \  it-Id  abun- 

dantly of  crayfish   (in  the  Spanish 

ones},  and    in   the   hills   are   found   the   mi  '.and 

crabs,  both  crustaceans  forming  delicious  adjuncts  to  a 
Thanksgiving  menu  and  cagci  it  by  the  na* 

From  the  salt  waters  that  surround  the  island  a  gi 
iety  of  tish  may  IK-  extracted,  and  there  are  mussels  ami 
rs,  but  of  inferior  quality. 

Leaving  the  native   fruits  aside,  it   is  not   likeK    that 
strangers  temporarily  resident  in  Puerto  Rio*,  ni 
soldiers  and  office-holders,   will  draw   heavily  UJNUI  tlu- 
articles  enumerated  as  provand  for  the  '   I  >i. 
at  least,  not  so  long  as  the  steamers  connecting  with  the 
t'nited   States  run   regularly  and   i  -.i^e  plan1 


Q 

^ 

**fc 

"2 

3 


PUERTO  RICO,  SPANISH.  AMERICAN    237 

exist  at  Ponce  ami  San  Juan.     In  point  of  fact, 

tlu-   ii-.ii  t«  M.k-nt   Americans,   as   \\rll   as  the  natives  of 
i  and  city,  arc  Incoming  increasingly  dependent  upon 
cold  storage,  especially   for  viands  of  superior  quality. 
Throughout  the  West  Indies,  not  alone  in  Puerto  Rico, 
fruit  ami  fowl  are  generally  regarded  as  "  by-produ- 
that  may  come  up  somehow,  anyhow,  in  the  nature  of  a 
providential   dispensation.     This   may   account    for   their 
ral  inferiority,  for  the  tropical  climate  is  particularly 
adapted  to  the  raising  of  l>oth.  especially  domestic  fowl. 
And  as  to  turkey,  that  bird  without  which  Thanksgiv- 
ing Day  would  be  considered  lacking  in  the  first  requisite 
remarked  that  Puerto  Rico  proba- 

hl\     received    it    mam  !>efore    the    territory    now 

knouM  as  the  I'nited  -.  as  permanently  se'.tled  by 

Kuropeans.  It  i>  generally  conceded  hy  naturalists  that 
the  first  Kuroj>ean  turkey  came  from  Mexico;  though 
tlu-re  are  those  who  declare  that  the  Cabots  took  it  to 
Kngland  in  the  last  decade  of  the  fifteenth  century. 

vh  of  the  island's  resources  in  the  matter  of 
providing  for  the  table   from  its  own  products  sugg 
comparison   with   some   land    !•  red  by  nature   in 

the  North.  New  Kngland.  for  example.     See  what  enor- 
mous natural  advantages  the  former  possesses  over  the 
latter.      Note    the    great    central    range    of    mountains, 
rising  .V«*>  feet  in  Yunque.  with  ramifications  east  and 
•rth  and  s,,uth;  with  its  thousand  rivers,  short- 
•1.  it  is  true,  but  with  great  possibilities  for  irrigation, 
rie   and    water   power.      There   are  scores  of   water- 
falls,  some  of  large  size,  and  at   least  one  stream  has 
i    found    by    American    engineers    capable   of    1000 

.er. 
Com  ^e  two  regions  climatically,  and  contrast 
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NY\v  Kngland,  with  its  rigorous  winters  and  short 
summers,  with  the  perpetual  summer-land  «>f  Puerto 
Rico.  Lying  between  the  i8th  and  191)1  degrees  of 
north  latitude,  its  climate  is  tropical  along  the  coasts, 
but  in  the  interior  almost  teni|x.Tate.  One  can  st 
a  radical  change  of  climate  by  riding  a  fc\\  hours 
mountain- wards,  as  well  as  a  change  in  fruits  and  veg- 
etation. 

The   population   of   the   island,   about   900,000,    un«l 
composed   in  great   part  of  poverty-stricken   half-   and 
quarter-breeds,    ignorant,    even    illiterate,    we    may   also 
compare    with    that    of    New    Kngland.    with    its    high 
standards    of    education    and    morality.      There    is    no 
standard  of  morality  here,  all  observers  agree;  Inn 
not  altogether   the   fault   of   the   simple-minded   jx 
They   found   obstacles   in   the   way   of   lawful    wed 
so  they  dispensed  with  the  ceremony  to  a  ent. 

They  have  felt  the  oppressive  restrict!.  listant 

and  severe  government,  so  they  have  concluded  it  to  be 
altogether  futile  to  attempt  the  laying  up  of  riches  or 
the  accumulation  of  worldly  goods.  Their  tints fmsitdos. 
also,  some  of  them  leading  hack  to  paupers  and  crimr 
transported  at  the  state's  expense,  have  not  bequeathed 
to  them  a  very  hopeful  heritage. 

The    Rev.    Father    Sherman,    who    traveled    over    the 
island   shortly   after   we   took  possession,   reported   the 
children  as  quick  to  learn,  precocious  even,  and 
ceptihle     of     becoming     Ameri  :u«!     the 

natives,  though  nominally  Catholics,  practically  pag 
a  large  >n  of  them   illiterate,   and    report  in. 

most    barbarous    practices    respecting    the    inhumation 
of  their  «'• 

urch  and   State  have  gone  hand   in   hand   here  in 
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rto  Rico,  as  in  Cuba,  and  the  first  step  of  our  govern- 
ment will  be — has  been,  in  fact — to  dissociate  them, 
to  the  vast  benefit  of  the  people  at  large.  Intramural 
inhumations  will  no  longer  be  |>ermittcd  and  the  people 
will  no  longer  support  a  church  which  they  have-  out- 

vn  or  discarded. 

In  attempting  to  predict  the  future  of  this  island,  one 
must  base  his  assumptions  upon  its  permanent  possession 
by  the  t'nited  States,  ami  the  integrity  of  those  delegated 
to  authority  here.  We  cannot  doubt  that,  unless 
deprive.!  of  it  h\  mil  -hall 

i\  s  hold  it  as  an  integral  portion  of  our  great  Repub- 
lic. \Ve  cannot  assume  otherwise  than  that  those  sent 
to  rule  it  .shall  be  actuated  by  the  highest  motives  of 
patriotism  and  disinterestedness. 

Here.  then,  are  two  factors  making  for  success  at  the 
i ml    calculated    to    infuse    new    vigor    into   the 

1    proprietors    of    overworked    lands    and    estates. 

ntific  agriculture  will  become  the  hand-maiden  of 
government,  and  there  is  not  a  square  mile  of  the  island 
that  will  not  feel  its  beneficent  influence. 

There  are,  as  we  know,  limitations  to  tropical  agri- 
culture in  a  small  island  like  Puerto  Rico,  with  its  3600 
miles  of  area;  but  what,  in  my  opinion,  will  be  the  most 
interest  ing.  if  not  profitable,  outcome  of  this  acquisition 

ur  government  of  a  truly  tropical  possession,  will  be 
the  op|K)rtunity  for  experimentation  in  a  field  entirely 
new  to  us.  That  i-.  we  have  never  yet  entertained  the 
t  tropical  agriculture:  we  have  devoted  all 
the  great  resources  of  our  agricultural  colleges  and 
department*  to  tlu  exploitation  of  products  solely  of  the 
temjHTate  zone. 

Does  it  not  now  dawn  upon  us  that  here  before  us  is 
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outspread  a  limitless  field  for  investigation  and  experi- 
ment? Tropical  agriculture  has  never  been  subjected  to 
the  scientific  harn«  •  the  analysis  of  trained  profes- 

sors and  experts,  as  it  will  be  soon.  I  predict,  in  truth,  that 
not  many  years  will  elapse  before  we  shall  have  chairs 
of  Tropical  Agriculture  and  Horticulture  in  our  colleges. 
A  new  world  has  been  opened  to  us — whether  we  retain 
the  Philippines  or  not;  whether  we  continue  in  control 
"i  Puerto  Rico  or  not— by  the  mere  suggestion  of  their 
occupancy,  be  it  permanent  or  temporary. 

It  is  not  on  record,  I  believe,  that  our  governmental 
geological  surveys  have  ever  located  any  great  bodies  of 
mineral  lands;  but  there  ought  to  be  a  field  for  an 
expert  in  the  West  Indies,  one  who  could  authorita- 
tively inform  us  as  to  the  existence  of  auriferous  terri- 
tory, if  there  IK*  any?  However,  there  is  gold  in  Puerto 
Rico.  There  was  gold  there  before  its  discovery  by 
Columbus  in  1493,  as  tne  golden  ornaments  of  the  natives 
proved.  When,  in  1508,  Ponce  de  Leon,  the  famed 
seeker  after  the  Fountain  of  Youth,  first  reached  the 
island,  he  was  hospitably  entertained  by  the  Ir 
cacique  Agucynaba.  who  presented  him  with  fine  speci- 
mens of  gold  obtained  from  the  river  beds  in  tlu 
part  of  the  island.  Ponce  was  so  excited  that  he  could 
hardly  rest  until  he  had  sent  to  Santo  Domingo,  the 
island  whence  he  had  invaded  Puerto  Rico,  for  soldiers 
to  accompany  him  in  his  search  for  gold  in  the  interior. 

It  was  gold  that  h«  :<-r.  as  well  as  Columbus 

and  all  the  other  Spaniards  of  their  time,  and  that 
got  the  precious  metal  in  quantities  the  official  records 
of  the  SpanMi  ( .overnmcnt  attest.     Tli-  Caparra 

was  founded  in  1510.  but  owing  to  the  sir<  :c  of 

the    Spa;  .    search    for  gold   it   was   pi. 
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\\ithont    inhabitants    during    the    first    •  rs    of    its 

able-bodied  man  was  sifting  the 

's  of  tlu-  rivers  that  came  down  from  the  mountains. 

The  Indians  urn-  impressed  at  the  very  miNel.  and  soon 

all  those  \\ho  came  within  reach  of  the  white  men  were 

aiding  the   Spaniards  in  their  inv<  I.     At  last  it 

line  so  unlx-arablc  that  C"acii|iie  Agueynaba  resolved 

to  either  put  an  end  to  Spanish  oppressions  or  himself 

'    his  quietus. 

lie  had  been  told  that  the  Spaniards  were  immortal, 
and  for  a  time  he  believed  it,  seeing  them  come  up  out 
of  the  sea  in  almost  endless  proet  I'.ut.  like  the 

ny  Scotchman  who  lived  in  story  afterward,  he  had 
at  last,  and  resolved  to  test  the  theory  by  an 
original  application  of  the  water  cure.     That  is.  he  cap- 
tured a   Spaniard  alone  in  the  mountains,  and  held  his 
'.  under  the  water  mi  for  two  or  three  hours. 

Then  he  took  him  to  the  hank  and   sat   Ix-side  him  for 
.  or  until  he  received  incontestable  evidence  of 
lemise.     Such  heroic  treatment  put  an  end  for  a  time 
•Id  hunting  in  Puerto  Rico.  for.  the  Spaniards  resent- 
ing   it    and    getting   after   the   cacique,    an    insurrection 
followed  which  was  not  put  down  until  the  Indians  were 

•ically  exterminate 

Still,  traditions  of  gold  in  the  island  lingered  through 
the  centuries,  the  stories  stimulated  every  now  and  then 
bv  rich  finds  hy  natives  who  washed  the  sands  in  a 
shiftless  manner  with  wooden  dishes  and  without  system. 
There  are.  in  fact,  people  living  in  Puerto  Rico  to-day 
\\ho  -jain  a  livelihood  by  gold  washing,  pursued  in  just 
the  same  wa\  as  their  ai  1>efore  them  followed 

it.  and  as  it  is  carried  on.  also,  in  the  adjacent  island  of 
•  IVmingo. 
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I  !u  -litions  pit-vail  in  Puerto  l\u« »  ;is  in  S.int«> 

Doniingn.  though  gold  \\ashing  in  tin-  furnu-r  i>l;iml  li.i- 
iu»t  hri-n  s.i  pirsistfiitly  i-arrirtl  on  as  in  tin-  lattrr.  \\lu-ri- 
tlu-  '  ;s.  |,ut  at  tin-  sanir  tinu-  la- 

It  is  sat\-  t«>  say  that  the  mineral  rcsou  'lu-rtn 

Rico  have  not  yet  been  fully  <.-\j>l..iu-<l.  th-m^li  tlu-  i 
may  no  longer  pour  <lu\\n  Kn^^'»  sands,  a^-  It 

i  tin-  In-art  nf  tin-  mountains,  in  tl  LiKjiiilln 

arrh  should  ho  carried  on.  where  many  of 
the  rivers  running  to  the  coasts  have  their  origin. 
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THINGS  WORTH  SEEING  IN  PUERTO  RICO 

How  the  writer  is  handicapped  —  The  two  great  attractions  of 
the  island  — San  Juan,  the  Morro,  and  walls  of  circumval- 
lation  —  Casa  Blatu  idencc  of  Ponce  de  Leon 

—  Whence  he  sailed  to  search  f«»r  the  Fountain  of  Youth  — 
The  courteous  Pucrto-Riqucnos— When  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
were  first  unfurled  here  —  The  Governor  General's  palace  — 
Suburbs  of  San  Juan  —  The  glorious  views  down  the  coast  — 
A  fragmentary  railroad  —  Arecibo  and  Aguadilla  —  Monkey 

•»I     and      the      Mona      Passage  —  Mayaguez.      H»nni 
gueros,  and  San  German  —  Yaucto  and  the  port  where  Amer- 
t  landed  —  Poncr  and  its  Parque  de  Bombas  — 
Schools,   teachers,   and    scholars   of   the   island  —  The  com- 

v  population  —  The  Spanish- Arabic  fonda  and  the 

—  The  great  road  over  the  mountains  —  Mineral  baths  of 
Coamo  —  Aybonito,  and  the  fighting  there  when  the  protocol 
was  signed  —  Tropical  scenery  ami  temperate  climate  — Re- 
gion of  coffee,  cacao,  and  royal  palm  —  Descent  of  the  moun- 

from  Cayey  to  San  Juan. 

STXCK  the  island  of  Puerto  Rico  became  an  Amer- 
ican   possession,    many    meritorious    works    have 
apjH'ared    describing    it    and    treating    oi 
j>lu.sc   of   life   and   nature   there.     As   our   first,   and   at 
only   holding   in   the    American   tropics,   it   has 
;ved  particular  attention,  and  like  Cuba  has,  peril 
been  "  done  to  death  "  by  bookwriters  and  newspaper 
correspondents.    Still,  the  newspaper  article  is  ephemeral, 
and  the  life  of  a  book  scarcely  ever  exceeds  two  or  three 
\ears,  \\hile  new  readers  are  constantly  appearing;  so  I 
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will  venture  ane\\   t«>  exploit  the  ;r  '.and 

which  I  was  among  the  first,  if  n-.t  the  very  first,  to  I- 
to  the  attention  of  the  American  public. 

The  two  great  attractions  of  Puerto  Rico,  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  are  the  city  of  San  Juan  and  the  military 

over  the  mountains  U-tuern  that  city  an 
Juan   is  the  oldest  city   in  the   Tinted   States — assuming 
the  island  to  be  actually  ours — as  it  is  a  contemporai 
Baracoa  and  Santiago  de  md   forty  years  . 

than  Saint  AagtUtme,  in    Florida.     It   is  also  the  only 
walled  city  within  our  jurisdiction,  and  is  in;  con- 

ceded to  be  among  the  finest  specimens  of  military  archi- 
ve in  the  New  World.  Situated  as  it  is.  upon  an 
island  standing  well  out  from  the  main  into  the  sea,  with 
its  massive  walls  of  circumvallation  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  feet  high,  it 

Trapezoidal    in    shajx.-.    the    city    rises    aniphith 
from  the  i>eaceful  hay  within  the  curvature  of 
while  ujxm  the  ocean  front  <>f  the  little  island  U|MHI  \\hich 
it  is  built  heavy  surfs  of  the  Atlantic  roll  and  thunder. 

The  seaward  or  western  front  of  the  island  is  so  pre- 
cipitous, and  the  water  close  to  land  so  deep  that  one 
might  toss  a  diore  as  the  steamer  enters.  : 

stands  the  Mro.  or  light-tower,  which  has  for  many 
borne  a  lantern  170  feet  almve  the  sea.  and  is  one  c 
first  artificial  objects  to  claim  attention  as  tlu 
approached.     This   lighth-  ndi   within   tl 

known  as  Morro  Castle,  which  in  Spanish  hands  was  a 
small  military  town  in  itself,  with  chaj>el.  barracks,  bomb- 
proofs,  and  dismal  dungeons  down  by  the  sea.      It 
Completed  as  1.  ,ng  ago  as  1584.  :i  shajH-  an  ob< 

angle,  with  three  he  sea.  j>!. 

one  abo\  r.  so  that  their  c  -hall 


o 
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rross.     This  old  citadel  was  the  beginning  of  the  vast 
wall  which  completely  incloses  the  city,  and  which  was 
planned  in  its  entirety  in   IMJO,  but  not  completed  until 
1771.     The  complement  of  the  Morro  in  the  \\e>t  end  of 
the   island   is   the   fortress  of   San   C'ri>tolial   at   the  east, 
which  faces  ocean  ward  >  and  also  guards  the  approaches 
from  the  mainland.      It  i>  entered  by  a  ramp  on  the  h 
cst  part  of  the  hill,  where  its  fortifications  are  cut  out  of 
-.lid  rook,  and  commands,  with  its  tiers  of  guns,  the 
uid  the  inner  harbor. 

Beneath  the  ocean  wall  of  the  citadel  lies  the  cemetery, 
\\here.  in  old-world  fashion,  most  of  the  dead  arc 
"  pigcon-hoU-d  "  in  Columbaria,  and  where,  until  the 
American  occupation,  the  graves  of  common  people  were 
inertly  rented  for  a  term  of  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
their  remains  were  turned  out  to  make  room  for  others. 
All  ili; .  i>  i -haiu.-d  n,,\v.  as  well  as  the  rigid  rules  relaxed 
by  which  the  fortifications  were  rendered  inaccessible  to 
strangers.  There  i-  now  no  need  for  secrecy,  and  with 
a  permit  from  the  commandant  one  may  ramble  at  will 
over  walls  and  into  casemates  which  at  one  time  could 
only  be  visited  at  the  peril  ife. 

While  the  churches,  with  their  wealth  of  treasure  and 
ornament,  their  priceless  relics  and  ancient  architecture, 
will  claim  much  attention  >e.  yet  the  structure 

that  will  most  occupy  one's  thoughts  will  probably  IK-  the 
"  Casa  Blanc  :me  castle  of  old  Ponce  de  Leon. 

It  stands  \\ithin  a  garden  surrounded  by  a  crenelated 
Muff,  from  which,  through  the  cocoa  palms. 
there  is  a  glorious  view  of  the  In-antiful  bay  and  the  dis- 
tant mountain  -ire  to  visit  it  .  or  by  moon- 
light :iment  aside,  those  \\ho  love  the  beautiful  in 
nature  will  l>e  well  rewarded. 
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It  might  lx-  well  to  inquire,  at  this  |x>int.  into  tlu-  his- 
toric values  of  this  Spanish-American  city,  with  its 
HUM!  tending  back  to  the  days  of  Ponce  de  Leon 

and  Columbus. 

It  was  in  November,  1493,  that  Columbus,  then  on  his 
second  voyage  to  America,  first  sighted  the  It.fty  moun- 
tains of  this  island,  and  called  it  San  Juan  Bautista. 
native  name  was  Borinquen.  and  subsequently,  in  some 
way  it  came  to  be  called  Puerto  Rico,  or  the  Rich  Port, 
after  the  harbor  of  Aguadilla.  on  the  western  coast 
Columbus  did  not  revisit  the  island,  and  for  several  years 
it  was  left  alone  by  the  HUP  .\ho  were 

now  flitting  to  and  fro  in  the  West  Indies.  I  Jut  in  1509 
the  governor  of  the  eastern  province  of  Hispaniola,  or 
Santo  Domingo,  Pon  1  .eon,  made  an  expedition 

hither  and  discovered  that  the  island  was  inhabited  by  a 
gentle  trilx-  of  Indians,  who  warmly  welcomed  him  to 
their  country.  Wherever  the  Spaniard  went  war  was 
inevitable,  and  soon  the  Indians  suffered  so  much  that 
they  attacked  the  invaders  in  sheer  <  »n.  The 

ev.-ntual  outcome  for  them  was  extinction,  and  not  one 
descendant  of  those  people  remains  alive  to-day.    Ha 
"pacified"    the   count-  the   customary    Spanish 

fashion,  Ponce  de  Leon  founded  a  city,  which  lie  called 
Caparra,  and  from  which  he  removed  to  the  site  of  San 
Juan,  in  1 51  i. 

It  was  in  1512,  as  all  Americans  know,  that  he  set  forth 
on  that  romantic  quest  for  the  "Fountain  of  Youth." 
\\hich  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  Florida,  and  it  was  on 
his  return  from  this  voyage  that  he  built  the  castle  now 
called  Casa  Blanca.  It  was  from  t1  that  he  went 

out  on  his  last  voyage,  in  1521,  and  from  which  he  never 
came  back  alive.  Slain  by  an  Indian  arrow,  on  the  coast 


SIGHTS   IN   i't'KKro  KI< 

of  Fli'ii.l.i.  hit  uinauis  were  lx>rnc  back  to  his  hoi: 
San  Juan,  where  the\   have  been  kept  in  a  leaden  case, 
in  the  church  of  Santo  Domingo. 

Such  arc  some  of  th<  .:ing  historical   reminis- 

cences  that    recur   to  one.    \\hile    looking  out,    from   the 
lei  or  from  Ca-a    I'.Ianca.  down  upon  the  beautiful 
bay  which  has  been  the  scene  of  world-renowned  exploits. 
There  is  n»  other  Mich  >p.t   within  the  confines  of  our 
itr\    where  such  great  names  are  linked  with  Mich 
"deeds  and  scenerx. 

\Yithm  the  walls  of  the  city  are  gathered  about  20,000 
people,  with  perhaps  half  as  many  more  in  the  suburbs 
outside;  and  it  is  among  these  natives  that  the  visitor  will 
find  much  material  of  interest  for  note-book  and  can 

Although   brought   within  the   restraints  of  An. 
rule,  the  natives  still  hanker  for  the  pleasures  ,,f  the  bull- 
and  cock-pit,  and  Sunday  is  their  chiefest  holiday. 
I '.ut  the\   are  mild  and  courte-  the  raggedes 

them,  and    '  ;»inion  changes)   seem  to  think 

the  conquering  .-iHifricanos  the  greatest  people  on  earth. 
It  is  in  the  pla/as  and  the  market-places  that  they  should 
be  studied,  where  many  of  the  poorer  people  come  with 
the  produce  of  field  and  garden,  and  the  richer  come  to 
buy.  The\  are  thoroughly  1 1 ispanicized.  like  their  archi- 
tecture, which  is  well  adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
tropical  climate. 

It  wax  on  th.-  «  >Ctober,  1898.  that  the  St.v 

Strr  lew  officially  above  the  ramparts  of  San  Juan 

and  the  Morro.     (  )n  that  day.  at  noon,  the  United  St.. 
Con  <  icneral    Brooke.   Admiral   Schley,   and 

!"ti.   met    the   officials  by    Spain, 

he  palace  with  many  naval  oftV 
formed  on  the  right  side  of  the  plaza.     At  the  report  of 
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the  first  nun   from  the  Morro,  the  flag  of  our  country 

honied.  \\hilc  tlu-  band  played  the  "Star  Spangled 
I'.aiiner."     It   was  not   until  the   1st   of   Ma\.    I'**),   that 
military  rule  in  Puerto  Rico  was  replaced,  and  the  first 
civil  governor,  Mr.  Allen,  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
installed.     The  ceremony  Ux)k  place  at  the  palac- 
the  Spanish  governor  general  had  once  resided,  and 
a  function  of  considerable  importance. 

The  governor  general's  palace,  built  upon  the  "  plata- 
.fornia"  of  Santa  Catalina,  San  Juan,  is  now,  as  it 
under  the  Spanish  regime,  the  official  residence  of  the 
military  commandcr-in-chicf  and  civil  governor.     It  is  a 
large  and  handsome  structure,  adorned  with  marble 
antly  furnislu-d. 

There  are  interesting  suburbs  within  easy  reach  of  the 
capital,  such  as  Rio  Piedras  and  Carolina,  connects 
tramway,  the  former  with  about  a  thousand  inhabit 
a  theater,  iiisii  ilc  r  country  palace  for  the  an: 

ities.  CtC.,  and  bexmid  which  runs  \' 

to   Pof»C&      Then  there  is  the  hamlet  of  San  Turce.  the 
pretty  suburb  of  Cangrejos,  with  its  summe;  and 

summer  nouses,  and  across  the  bay  the  quaint  Catano  and 

niioii.  in  a  district  where  lie  the  ruins  of  the  first 
tlement.  C'aparra. 

A  week  might  well  be  passed  in  and  about  San  Juan. 
but  two  or  three  days  will  suffice  to  exhaust  its  in. 
attractions;  though  the  time  is  coming  when  the  city  will 
be  chosen   as  an  all-the-winter  resort,  with  its  equable 
temjHTaturc  of  from  75  to  80  d  its  cool  sea  bn 

from   the   n-Tthcast    "trades."   and    its   most    fascinating 
architecture. 

The    coast    views    arc    glori-'Us.    and    may    1- 
from  the  decks  of  comfortabK  I,  or  while  ti 
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rail  on  land.     A  comprehensive  railway   system 
at  one  time  projected  around  the  entire  Maud,  to  be 
mure  than  300  miles  in  length,  the  first  section  being  from 
San  Juan  t<>  (  aiiiuy.  f»j  miles,  passing  through  the  flour- 
ishing to\\n  «.f    \recil>...  in  the  roadstead  of  which  the 
liners  stop  for  cargoes  of  sugar,  coming  out  of  the 
:le  valley  that  here  descends  from  the  I'tuado  moun- 
tains.    The   main   stream,  at   the  mouth  of  which 

ilx>.  is  fed  by  numerous  others,  which  form  beautiful 
cascades  and  are  overhung  with  luxuriant  vegetation. 
while  seven  miles  distant  is  a  great  cave,  which  is  locally 
fam« 

idilla,  the  west  end  of  the  island,  is  the  port  at 
which  Columbus  landed  in   1403.  and  is  famous  for  its 
fruits,  flowers,  and  tropical  scenery.    Off  in  the  channel 
Puerto  Rico  and  Santo  Domingo  rises  the  soli- 
ami   unique  island.    Mona.  or  the   Monkey,  which 
gw  ie  to  the  Mona  Passage  U-tween  the  two 

lands,     It    is  apparently  of  volcanic  01 
sing  perpendicularly  to  a  great  height,  and  at 
the  north  end  is  a  Ixild  headland  rapped  by  an  overhang- 
-  of  rock  with  the  suggestive  name  of  Caigo  o 
no  Caigo — "Shall  I   fall  or  not?"     A   few  half  savage 
nnen.  wild  goats,  bulls,  and  swine,  inhabit  the  island 
whil.  A  1  innumerable  make  it  their  home. 

:h  from  Aguadilla  .-.  a  larger  city, 

ranking  the  third  in  the  island  after  Ponce  and  San  Juan 
•ncrcial  center,  exporting  large  quantities  of  cof- 
pincapplex.  and  cocoanuts.     The  contiguous   moun- 
tains reduce  the  tcmi>crature  to  K -xx  than  eighty  degrees 
throughout   !'  in-1  Miid  down  delightful  streams 

'HMH  the  R  the  sands  of  which  at 

••me  yielded  gold. 
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Beyond     Mayaguez    lies    tli  -:ling    village    of 

Hormigueros.  eight  miles  from  which  is  the  city  of  San 
Gennan.  which  lies  astride  a  long,  ""even  hill  above  the 
double  valley  of  Boqueron-Juanajibos,  and  lias  been  com- 
pared to  a  vast  garden,  tilled  with  orange,  lemon,  and 
tamarind  trees,  coffee,  cotton,  cacao,  and  sugar-cane. 

Sixteen  miles  southeast  of  San  German  is  the  hamlet  of 
Yauco,  connected  by  railroad  with  the  city  of  Ponce.  It 
has  a  fine  climate  and  good  water,  and  has  a  cart  road  to 
the  port  of  Guanica,  which  has  a  population  of  about 
IOOO  people.  The  port,  in  fact,  is  better  known  than  the 
town,  for  it  was  here  that  General  Miles  landed  his  troops, 
in  July.  1898.  when  for  the  first  time  Puerto  Rico 
invaded  by  the  Americans.  Here  began  those  military 
operations  which  took  our  soldiers  as  far  as  V. 
and  subsequently  from  the  port  of  Ponce  to  A \ln.uito  on 
the  military  road. 

Ponce,  which  l>ears  the  name  of  the  fir 
the  chief  city  of  the  island,  ami  has  the  most  numerous 
Imputation.     It  cannot  be  considered  an  attrar 
situated  as  it  is  three  miles  from  its  port  right  down  in  a 
dusty  plain  ;  but  it  may  IK-  worth  visiting  for  the  sake  of 
comparison  with  other  pla< 

The  central  feature  of  Pon-  ;«laza.  in  the  center 

of  which  is  the  l\irtjm*  </«•  Hnmbii  neu's  parade 

ground,   where   the   bombcros   frequently    come   out    for 

in  all  the  |*>mp  of  uniforms  and  with  antiquated 

"tubs."     Without    the    pictiin  of   San 

Juan  vn.  its  houses  being  w«-l!  built, 

and   its  markets   well   supplied.     During  the   h«-\dey  of 

••ation  it  boasted  three  tine  h-.teN.  thnv  large 

military  barrack-,  two  excellent  h«  two  «>r  three 

casinos,  a  municipal  i  bank,  a  home-of- refuge, 
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two  churches   (including  the  mil)  nt   church  in 

the  island),  a  town  lull.  parks,  plazas,  gas  works,  and  two 
ceiii'  '  hie  of  the  tir>t  centers  of  population  to  feel 

and   xield   t«>   Anu-riran   impress,,  ,Mx.    1'once  SOOn  foi . 
el  at  a  lively  pace,  and  promised  great  things  for  the 
Miing  for. 

Here  you  will   find  SOUR-  of  the  best   schools  in  the 

:M|.  which  were  established  under  American  super- 

If  there  is  one  thing  more  than  another  that 

strikes  tin-  \isit i, r  \\ith  siirpr:  tfac  U'-nderftil  ad- 

e    the    native    pupiU    .)f    the    average    schools    1 

made  in  the  ae<jiiisitioii  ..f  I;n^lish.     It  was.  to  he  sir 

ami  they  M-i/ed  upon  it  with  avidity:  Imt  a 

from  tin  -i   admitted    faet   that   the   Puerto    Kieau 

children  are  remarkahly  hright  and  aei|uixitive.     Th 

•AH  l»y  the  fact  that  they  mastered  in  six  months  all  the 
studies  usually  allotted  f«>i  -heir 

grade  in  the  States.  'I  his  precocity  d<  >es  n.»t  necessarily 
indicate  a  high  degree  of  intelligence,  hut  rather  an  apti- 
lud.  entary  learning:.  There  is  no  discrimination 

in  the  schools  on  account  of  birth  or  color,  for  these  ne\\ 

Jibors  of  ours  ly  democratic  in  the  best  s< 

of  the  term. 

hers,  most  of  whom  are  na  'uert.  > 

.  it   max    he  s.ud   that   they  arc  competent,  faithful, 

coils  1   i.inust   in   their  endeavors  to  bring 

their  xxork  np  to  the  American  models.     Several  hundred 

of  them  visited  the  l'nite.;  uner  of  i« 

for  the  purpoxr  ,.|  studx   and  Hiyht-seeini,'.     I'hoto^raph-i 

of  the  Ql  well  as  of  the  pupils,  indicate 

that  a  larLM-  proportion  of  the  island's  population  sho\\s 

s   .if  negro  or  Indian   Mood:  yet   there  are  many 

families  directly  descended  from  ancestry  of  high  degree 
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in  Spain.  as  well  .  inian.  ami  Italian 

hm.  .irly  all  are  of  a  pronounced  brunette  : 

tin-  blonde  being  a  rarity,  as  in  old  Spain.     If  there  arc 
an\  charactt  •  which  the  la-'  listinguixhed. 

they  arc  amiability,  intelligence,  and  sweetm •**.  ,,f  di-; 
tii  in.     The\  are  not  n«  >\\   so  rigidly  secluded  and  guarded 
in  the  mother  country  *  the 

advent  of  the  Americans;  but  the  best  of  them  were  not 
often  seen  out. side  their  houses  in  the  daytime.  • 
some  festive  or  religious  function,  when  they  were  usually 
accompanied  by  attendants. 

It  is  not  often  that  one  may  ride  from  the  coast  of  an 
island  to  the  summit  of  a  mountain  nearly  three  thousand 
feet,  over  easy  gradients  ami  without  fatigue;  but  one  may 
do  it  here.     (  >ne  of  the  most  creditable  works  here  of  the 
Spanish  engineers  (perhaps  the  greatest  since  the  fortifi- 
cations of  San  Juan  were  built  I  i>  this  wonderful  high 
across  the  island,  connecting  the  t  wo  chief  pctts  ,  .f  Puerto 
Rico.      The    island    itself   is   only   one    hundred    mile 
length    by    about    thirty    in    breadth,    and    the    distance 
between    Ponce  and  San  Juan   not    over  (m  miles,   in   a 
straight  line;  but  as  the  high  mountain  chain  lies  U-t, 
them  land  owing,  as  sonic  say.  to  the  fact  that  the  I 
was  built  on  contract,  by  the  mile)  tin  -ig  high- 

wa\   is  ah.  nit  S;  miles  in  total  length. 

The  capital  is  due  northeast  from  Ponce,  but  for  nearly 
half  the  distance  out  from  the  former  th« 

:i.  with  many  a  curve  and  twist,  and  then  westerly, 
'ually  approaching  the  southern  coast.     Although  the 
n.il  celebrat-  1-builders.  n.  .r  f«  n  tin- 

attainments  nf  their  engii 
meiit  t«»  Spanish  pluck  and  skill. 

The  first  place  of  imp.  |  the  hamlet 
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\\hich  has  iiio*t   \\onderful  medico-mineral  springs.  Mip 
pl\  ing  ilu-  baths  of  an  establishment  which  ha- 

tnries,  kno\\n  .is  the  "  r.aiv  riu- 

\\ater  is  thermal,  clear,  ami  limpid,  \\ith  strong  sulphur- 
dor.  ami  gushes  f«.rth  in  great  volume. 

Coanin  uas  entered  hy  American  troops,  preying  up 
from   I 'once,  in  August.   iSi>S.  and  was  quickly  captured 
without  n-si>tam-f.     It  lu-s  at  an  i-Ievation  above  tlu 
8O  great  that  the  :  --.in  the  ousts  are  n«.\v  aj)).- 

al.lv  cooler;  hut  the  highest  point  is  reached  at  Aybonito 
(or    Aibonito,    meaning    "How    I'.eaiitiful  ").    which    is 
3000  feet  ahove  the   city   \\e   left   in   the  morning.     As 
'onito  is  about  midway  the  journey,  it  would  he  an 
-tiniL;-place    !• -r    the    nielli,    even    though    it> 
huildings  are  not  in  keeping  \\ith  its  natural  charms.    At 
this  elevation,  nearly  half  a  mile  above  the  sea  in  perpen- 
dicular height,  will  he  found  much  to  enchain  the  atten- 
tion of  the  traveler. 

It  was  at  .\\honito.  the  middle  of  August.  |S»^S.  that 
the  m\\s  reached  our  army  of  occupation  of  the  signing 
of  the  protocol  that  terminated  hostilities  between  the 
Tinted  States  and  Spain. 

At  Aybonito  \\e  have  reached  an  altitude  equal  to  half 
that  of  Mount  Washir  \\ithin  the  tn> 

we  find-    instead  of  chilly  winds,  snow  and  ice,  that  half 
the  year  make  the  latter  impossihle  of  ascent — the  flow- 
and  plants  of  spring  and  summer  time.    We  have  left 
behind  us  tl  coast,  with  its  fields  of  sugar  cane 

and  groves  of  cocoa  palms,  and  are  now  in  a  region  where 
the  temperature  is  equable  and  delightful.  The  road  dips 
into  valleys  and  su^-ps  around  the  slopes  of  hills,  cross- 
Teams  over  arched  bri-'  -lid  masonry, 
and  plunges  into  the  shade  of  s\\  eel-scented  forests.  We 
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arc  now  in  the  region  of  «  icao,  i««bacc.i.  ami  the 

royal  palm,  where  the  (Ktssibilities  i  iltural  »\ 

•n  limitless,  though  m  >t  half  Developed. 

t  that  divides  tlu-  siiuthern  fnnn 
thr  northern  slopes,  u  itli  their  hmnlmls  of  •  »u 

tit  direct 
let  <  •  \\hirh  is  2300  feet  above  tlu-  sra.  ami  «.nl\ 

•  lisiant   fr«»m  San  Juan.      Iln- 
oflf  to  the  coast.  ihmu^li  (.ua\ania  t«> 

Cayey  has  a  di-li^html  climate-,  ami  is  a  i. 
with  tliMM-  \\hn  \\i>h  I"  rsi-apr  thr  lu-at  .  if  t! 

About  tlu-  same  d 

is  from  Aybonito,  lies  the  town  of  Cagnas.  at  a  !• 
elevation,    ami   the   jnnrt i«m-|»nint    <>f    srvrral    in«mi 
roads,  im-lmlini;  -.m-  from   Hnmacao  and  thr  s.itit! 
coast.    All  alon^  thr  linr.  omnn-tin^  with  tl 
uay  at   intrr.  maiU  and  bridle-trails.  \\hu'h 

auay  into  fascinating  tcrnr  incognita.  t<»  srchul« 
and    isnlatrd    ninnntain    peaks,  which  intlx 

tempted  to  explore.    Hones  and  gnkfc  •;.-ult 

to  obtain,  and  if  one  should  tlesire  to 

the  paths  <>f  civilization  and  >':•  that 

unknown  interior  count r\.  thr  advmturr  \\mild  be  well 
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Till-    DANISH    ISLANDS    AM)   V!K(i!\S 

How    Uncle   Sam   dashed    the  hopes    of    the    Danes— Char! 
Amalia's     peerless    port— Some     JH.FIN     of     Puerto     K 
Culebra  as  a  «  Santa  Cruz  and  its  sen 

When  the  Moni.ngahcla"  went  ashore — Saint  John  and  its 
haven.  Coral  Bay— An  island  and  fragrant  i 

—The  attr  of  Saint  Thomas — Its  capital  and  chief 

port,  Charlotte  Amalia — How  Saint  Thomas  has  .-hanged. 
for  the  IK-IUT  and  worst-  Its  harbor  compared  with  that  of 
San  Juan — Rest  in  the  V.  as  a  coaling  and  refitting 

»n  for  war-ships — The  attempt  made  by  President  Lin- 
coln and  Secretary  Seward  to  secure  it — Denmark's  price 
and  America's  offer— An  affair  that  dragged  through  three 
administrations-  When  the  King  of  Drmuark  said  farewell 
to  his  \Yr-t  Indian  siil  k  tlu-in  hack— 

t    tlu-    latter    think    of     I  •»    Tortola. 

Virgin  Gorda.  and  Anegada. 

WI 1 1  X  Uncle  Sam  appropriated  Puerto  Rico, 
ax  his  n-wanl  f«>r  services  rendered  t.»  Spain 
in    divesting    her    of    Cuba.    In-    dallied    the 
hopes  of  three  islands  in  the  Virgin  group*  lying  fifty 
or  sixty  iniK-s  to  tin-  eastward.    11  -aint 

Thn:  -.iit   John,   and   Santa   Cruz,   the   inhabitants 

•.Inch   had  bron   castii-  •    the    I'nited 

•os   for   several   years.    h«>|»ing    \\r    would    g 
and  them.     Severally  and  culli-ctivi-ly.  they  can 

boast  many  and  varied  charms;  but  the  chief  inducement 
the\   had  to  offer  was  the  peerless  harbor  of  Charlotte 

•SS 
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Amalia,  in  Saint  Thomas.  At  first  the  Danes  asked  fif- 
for  it.  then  ten.  then  dropped  to  seven,  with 
the  three  islands  "thrown  in";  but  when  the  harbor  of 
San  Juan  fell  to  us,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  Puerto  K 
conquest,  it  was  no  longer  needed.  For  we  then 
had  not  only  San  Juan,  but  the  entire  island  of  Puerto 
Rico,  ten  times  as  large  as  Saint  Thomas,  and  vastly  more 
fertile,  with  a  population  of  OXXD.OOO,  the  traditional  "thou- 
sand hills  "—with  cattle  on  them,  too — sugar  and  coffee 
lands,  rivers  and  harbors. 

Intrinsically  considered,  the  Danish  West  Indies  are  of 
small  account  to  the  rest  of  the  world,  but  through  their 
geographical  position  they  are  of  inestimable  value  to  a 
portion  of  it.     Strategically,  they   hold  the  key  to  the 
t   Indian  and  South  American  situation  in  case  of 
war;  they  control,  or  may  be  made  so  as  to  control,  the 
ocean  pathway  from  our  Atlantic  ports  to  the  projt 
Isthmian  Canal,  which  in  the   future  will  be  an  a; 
ciablc  factor  in  formii  mate  of  values.     Tin- 

situated  within  the  tropics,  and  consequently  beyond  the 
ken  of  the  average  American  citizen,  who  general!) 
contempt  for  things  not  within  the  ran-e  <>f  his  vision. 
Tropical  they  are.  in  situation  and  pr- 
are  not  physically  volcanic,  and  have  produced  nothing 
worse  than  tidal  waves  and  hurricanes. 

The  largest  member  of  the  Danish  West  Indian  group 
is  Santa  Cruz,  or  Sainte  Croix.  deluding  iip<>n  wh« 
the  original   Spanish   name  bestowed  by  Columbus  is 
chosen,  or  the  more  recent  French.     Largest  of  the  trio. 
being  19  miles  in  length  by  5  in  breadth.  S 
also  the  most  fertile,  vie!  •:  crops  of  sugar  - 

and  some  coffee;  level  in  the  main,  with  only  one  eleva- 
tion over  1000  feet ;  containing  a  pc>;  of  about 
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5,000  people,  more  than  half  of  whom  are  to  be  found 
in  the  two  towns  of  Christian  and  Frcderichstaed. 

Santa  Cruz  has  a  reputation  (achieved  by  a  single 
swoop  of  a  hurricane  and  tidal- wave  combined)  which 
it  may  never  outlive.  It  was  acquired  in  1867,  when  the 
old  *'  Monongahela,"  United  States  war-ship  of  that 
period,  broad  of  \vaist  and  rotund  as  to  bows,  was  I 
high  and  dry  ashore  by  the  forces  aforementioned,  and 
landed  in  a  roadway  quite  a  distance  from  the  sea  at  it- 
normal  level.  Not  a  small  amount  of  money  was  neces- 
sary to  return  the  old  tub  to  her  aqueous  habitat;  but  the 
feat  was  accomplished,  and  she  sailed  away,  to  return 
after  many  years  and  receive  a  royal  welcome. 

The  island  has  proved  so  attractive  to  several  Amer- 

II  that  they  have  forsworn  allegiance  to  their 
and  settled  down  here  in  the  midst  of  bucolic 
There  are  many  things  to  allure,  many  to  conjoin  in  fix- 
er  to  the  soil,  particularly  if  one  be  in  search 
of  the  dolcc  far  nicntc — for  thi>  is  its  home,  they  say. 

The  smallest  of  these  tropical  Danes  is  Saint  John, 
which  is  only  eight  miles  In  four  in  area,  or  just  about 
one-half  the  >i/e  of  Santa  Cruz.  It  is  more  rugged, 
however,  is  watered  by  numerous  small  streams,  and  its 
hills  are  covered  with  second-growth  forests  of  woods 
lik-e  the  bay  and  cinnamon,  wild  coffee,  and  mahogany. 
the  infrequent  plantations  devoted  to  sugar  cane  being 
wished  in  between.  Its  total  population  will  not 
exceed  2000,  all  the  people,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
•g  poor,  and  nearly  all  black,  or  colored,  as  to 
complexion. 

Saint  John,   with   its    fragrant    ion-Ms   and   nun 
beaches  •  .  would  IK*  l>eyond  all  price  were  it 

more  accessible ;  but  at  present  it  languishes  in  an  obscur- 
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-.  hich  has  been  unbroken  for  centuries.     Onh  in  the 
good  old  buccaneer  times  was  Saint  John  well  kn< 
for  it  possessed,  as  it  now  possesses,  a  pearl  of  pru 
its  landlocked  haven  known  as  Coral  Bay.     It  is  doubtful 
if  the  waters  of  this  secluded  haven   were  ever  cleft   l»y 
keel  of  craft  larger  than  the  droghers  that  sometimes  flit 
along  these  islands  coastwise,  but   within  its  confn. 
hills,  it  is  said,  a  small  navy  might  find  shelter. 

It  is  reckoned  as  hurricane  proof — that  is,  a  safe 
anchorage  during  the  season  between  July  and  Novem- 
ber, when  the  tropic  cyclones  rage.  It  is  a  triple  harbor, 
sheltered  by  a  lofty  promontory,  with  gcxxl  anchorages 
in  nearly  every  part,  and  with  a  depth  of  thirteen  fathoms. 
These  facts  arc  mentioned  because  it  is  for  the  harbors 
they  contain,  and  not  for  what  their  soil  may  be  made  to 
bring  forth,  or  their  people  contribute,  that  these  islands 
are  esteemed  as  of  prospective  value  to  the  United  States. 

There  is  still  another  island  in  this  trio  which  owns 
a  harbor  far  outclassing  any  other  in  that  portion  of  the 
world.  While  both  Santa  Cruz  and  Saint  John  possess 
many  natural  attractions,  their  companion  isle,  Saint 
Thomas,  ha^  -1  far  more  attention  than  either. 

Saint  Thomas  is  only  thirteen  miles  in  length  l>\  three 
or  four  in  breadth,  and  has  neither  tlu  fertility  of  Santa 
Cruz  nor  the  beauty  of  Saint  John,  its  soil  having  long 
since  been  washed  from  the  hills  by  torrential  rains  and 
its  forests  having  been  converted  into  charcoal,  centuries 
agone.  P.ut  it  lias  color  and  contour,  and  directly  beneath 
its  central  ridge,  about  1500  feet  in  height,  lies  the  famous 
town  of  Charlotte  Amalia.  in  a  hollow  of  the  hills.  th«- 
hut  tresses  of  which  run  out  into  the  sea  and  half  inclose 
its  peerless  harbor. 

There  is  no  more  picturesque  town   in  all  the  West 
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Indus  than  Charlotte  Amalia,  and  tin-  ;ig  much 

\\lu-ii   one    has   seen    Havana  and   San   Juan,   Port   au 

Prince,  and  Santo  Domingo.     I'.uilt  u|Min  and  hetv. 
three  rounded  hills,  one  of  which  is  topped  by  a  castle 
neer  origin,  with  red-roofed  h<  .'iding  in 

the  midst  ..i  lirantiful  gardens  reached  by  tortuous  Mights 
of  steps,  and  with  cocoa  palms  leaning  over  the  bea* 
that  border  the  bay,  Charlotte  Amalia  is  a  shining 
nple  of  \\hat  a  West  Indian  town  may  become  when 
it  has  the  benefit  of  an  unexampled  location.  It  used  t<> 
be  scourged  with  cholera  and  yellow  fever  and  it  also 

1  to  be  rich  and  running  over  with  Mexican  doll 
but  now  it  is  tolerably  healthful  and  undeniably  poverty- 
Ken;  for  a  short  cut  through  a  coral  reef  created  a 
current  for  the  stagnant  waters  of  its  harbor,  and  the  sub- 

•eam  t"r  sails  has  carried  <>flf  its  comnii 
It  alu.v.s  wax.  and  still  is.  a  free  j>ort.  and  every  article 
fron;  cheap:  but  the  bulk  <>f  Charlotte 

Alitalia's  population   purchases  little  from   foreign  parts, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  it   has  nothing  t«»  purchase  with, 
barrows  laden  with  dollars  that  were  once  trundled 
through  the  streets  lu\<    '  n  trundled  out  of 

'.  and  the  chink  of  silver  is  rarely  heard  by  the  .1 

•en  of  the  capital,  which,  as  it  includes  nearly  all 
the  total  of  13.000.  may  '»»•  s-iid  to  represent  the  island. 

Hut.  poor  and  dexpjx,  nt  Thomas  has  U-comc. 

it  still  n  hold  upon  that  magnificent  harbor  into 

which   the    Danish   Charlotte   dips   her  dainty    feet.      Its 
average  depth  is  more  than  six  fathoms,  its  entranc 
open  and  about   half  a  mile  across,  while  within  it  is  a 
mile  in  breadth  and  with  sufficient  accommodation  for  at 
least  one  hundred  sail.     <  >n  its  west  side  is  the  "  cat< 
ing  cove."  w  here  there  is  a  large  floating  dock  and  a  depth 
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of  more  than  twenty  feet  of  water.    Oi  rises 

a  hill,  except  to  the  southward,  where  lies  Santa  I 
forty  miles  away,  and,  according  to  naval  experts.  the 
harbor  might  he  made  a  veritable-  tiihraltar.  with 
paratively  little  expense  to  wh.  overnment  owned 

it.    At  present  there  are  diminutive  forts  perched  on  the 
hills  that  guard  the  harbor  mouth,  and  down  at  the  \\ 
edge  of  the  town  stands  a  small  red  fort  with  re 
guns  pointed  in  aimless  manner  at  the  heavens  abo\ 

This  is  the  harbor  so  highly  commended  by  Admiral 
David  I).  Porter,  many  years  ago,  who  told  Charles 
Sumner  that  there  \\a>  none  other  in  the  West  Indies  so 
well  fitted  for  a  naval  station.  As  to  its  location,  he 
it  lies  right  in  the  track  of  all  vessels  from  Kurupe.  Brazil, 
the  Kast  Indies,  and  the  Pacific  <  Vean  bound  to  the  West 
Indies  or  the  I'nited  States.  He  called  it  "  the  keystone 
to  the  arch  of  the  West  Indies"  a-  it  i-onmunded  them 
all,  and  added  that  it  would  he  of  u-.ore  importance  to  the 
I'nited  States  than  to  any  other  nation. 

The  harbor  of  San  Juan  looks  northwardly,  that 
Thomas  opens  southwardly:  the  one  is  already  defended 
by  massive  fortifications,  but  the  other  can  be  mad- 
safer  by  one-tenth  the  expenditure  made  b\  the  Spaniards 
at  San  Juan  during  three  centuries.    Captain  <  ,    \     ; 
of  our  Navy,  once  reported :    "  This  harbor  of  St.  Thomas 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  West  Indies,  admirable  for  naval 
ptir|>oses.  and  fully  e<|ual  to  all  the  requirements  of  the 
commerce  of  those  seas.     .     .     The  eminent 
geographical,  and  commercial  p«  sit  ion  which  St.  Thomas 
OCCUpic-  the  attention  of  the  most  casual  obs, 

of  the  world's  cli. 

much  as  to  the  location  ,  ,|  the  bail  let  us 

inquire  into  the  movement  made  at   one  time  t 


DANISH    ISLANDS    AND    VIRGINS        261 

.   tin-  I  mit ••! 

during  the  dark  da\s  <»i  the  American  (  ivil  \\  ar.  al. 
itl\   friendly,  and  that  wa.s  little  Denmark,  u ! 
ports  were  open  to  our  \\ar->hips  on  the  same  terms  that 
others  .  .l.tained.     Notably  free  to  our  naval  commanders 
uas  the  port  of  Charlotte  Amalia.  and  there  was  estab- 
lished a  coal  yard  i«>r  the  use  of  our  ships.      It   was  the 
one  port  to  which  we  could  have  free  access,  and,  what 
is  more  to  the  point— egress,  when  a  Confederate  en 
or  blockade  runner,  having  availed  itself  of  this  j>oi; 

I  refitting,  was  about  to  depart. 

When,  therefore,  a  coaling  station  \\;»s  thought  of.  and 
the   subject   broached  to    President    Lino.li).   in  Jam: 

A-ith  the  Island  of  St.  Thomas  in  mind  that 
:etary  Seuard  "  broke  ground."     He  lost  no  time  in 
;iding  the  views  of  the  Danish  minister  at  Washing- 
ton, ami  in  inducing  him  to  communicate  with  his  govern- 
ment.    He  ami  Mr.  Lincoln  had  agreed  upon  this  partic- 
ular island  of  St.  Thomas,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  most 
mandmgly    situated    as    to    the    other    West    Indian 
Mauds :  also,  it  belonged  to  a  nation  friendly  and,  what  is 
of    importance,    impecunious.      It  !ly    con- 

jectured, by  our  astute  Secretary  of  State,  that  Denmark 
might   wish  to  sell  this  outlying  j>  -i  of  hers,  for 

•  ms  of  her  own;  at  all  events,  that  -die  would  entertain 
the  proposition  in  a  friendly  spirit.     It  so  happened  that 
Denmark   was   in  need  of  several  millions  of  dollars  to 
<  n  her  defenses:  at  the  same  time  she  did  not 
ri>k  offending  her  sister  powers  by  openly  assenting 
to  a  sale  of  even  so  small  a  portion  of  her  territories  as 
that  bit  of  earth  and  rock  in  the  far  Caribbean  5 

I'm  her  objections  \\ere  finally  overcome,  although  >he 
\ery  coy  at  first,  and  insisted  upon  knowing  just  how 
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much  Uncle  Sam  was  willing  to  \ts\-  for  her  West  Indian 
Islands    IK- fore    proceeding    further.      Her    mini 
instructed  to  obtain  a  reply,  \\hen  ihere  in1  that 

terrible  traced)    by   which  our  nati  <-nt. 

and  Mr.  Seward  himself  was  prost  the  hand  of 

• 'iild-be  assassin.     A   natural  «':  nted  tin- 

subject  from  being  reopened  by  the  Dani>h  minister,  and 
it  was  not  until  January,  1866,  that  Mr.  Seward,  ha. 
meanwhile  made  e  to  the  West  Indies  for  the 

restoration  of  his  health,  resumed  negotiations.     He  had 
visited  St.  Thomas,  and  all  his  previous  impressions  as  to 

Arable  acquisition  for  our  government 
confirmed. 

A  basis  of  negotiation  was  finally  secured,  and  our 
minister  at  Copenhagen  was  instructed  to  offer  $5.000,- 
ooo  for  the  three  islands— Si.  Th«  ita  Cruz,  and 

St.  John.     This  offer  was  declimd.  but  Denmark  made  a 
counter  prop-  cede  the  three  island  - 

000,000,  or  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John  for  $10.000,000, 
with  an  option  of  Santa  Cruz  for  $5.000,000  more.     A 
compromise  was  finally  effected  at  $7,500,000  for  th< 
first  named — St.  Thomas  and  St.  John.     It  July. 

1867.  that   Mr.  Seward  cabled  to  Copenhagen:     "Close 
with  Denmark's  offer!  St.  John.  St.  Thomas  ;,d  a 

half  millions.     Send  treaty  ratified  immedia:- 

P.ut   the   Dan-  leisurely  people,  and  it   was  not 

until  October  that  the  treaty  \  •  d  and  concluded. 

M.-anwhile  t!  on  as  to  the  wishes  oi 

inhabitants  of  the  islands  with  reference  to  a  transf- 
allegiance,  and  an  a^ent  was  sent  by  each  nation  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  a   pi-  rived    it 

Thomas  about  the  middle 
later   occurred    a    terrible   earthquake    and 
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which  have  become  matters  of  historical  imj>ortancc.  inas- 
much as  tin-  ti«U-  ..I  sentiment  in  the  t'nited  Mates  was 
doubtless  turned  a^amM  the  treaty.  It  is  not  known  that 
the  islaml  e.  •  :mced  a  similar  visitation  of  such 

terrible  character;  it  certainly  has  m-vcr  had  one  since. 
P.ut  this  u.i-  sufficient  t.»  set  in  motion  all  tile  antagonistic 
elements  of  earth  and  . ;  the  ver\  stars  and  planets 

fought  against  the  pn  • 

Notwithstanding   the    pre<lictions   of   the    superstitious 
people  of  the  island.  h«-u  taken,  which 

nearly  unanimous,  for  transfer  to  the  Tinted  States. 
Considering  the  preliminary  convention  as  binding 
equally  njx.n  U»th  parties  to  the  agreement,  the  King  of 
Denmark  had  sent  out.  by  his  commissioner,  a  royal 
proclamation,  announcing  the  severance  of  their  relations, 
beginning : 

"  We.  Christian  the  Ninth,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  Den- 
mark   | »•!»-..   rtr  |.    M-iul    to   our   lieloveil   ami    faithful    tuhjev: 
St.  Thomas  and  St.  John  our  royal  greeting.     We  have  resolved 
to  cede  our  islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  John  to  the  United 
States  of  md  have  to  that  end.  with  the  reservation  of 

the  constitutional  consent  of  our  rigsdad,  concluded  a  convention 
with  the  President  of  the  United  States." 

Concluding: 

1  With  sincere  sorrow  do  we  look  forward  to  the  severmcnt  of 
those  ties  which  for  many  years  have  united  you  and  the  mother 
country,  and,  never  forgetting  the  manj  demonstrations  of  loyalty 
and  affection  we  have  received  from  you,  we  tmst  that  nothing 
has  been  neglected  upon  our  side  to  secure  the  future  welfare 
of  our  beloved  and  faithful  suhjects.  and  that  a  mighty  impulse, 
both  moral  and  material,  will  be  given  to  the  happy  development 
.mds  under  the  new  sovereignty.  Commending  you  to 
God. 
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c  of   Ainalunl  _5th  of   October, 

1867,  under  our  royal  hand  and  seal. 

"CHRISTIAN,   R." 

The  popular  vote  was  taken  on  tin   <>th  ..f  January, 

1868,  which  was  made  a  universal  holiday,  and  the  A: 
ican  flag  substituted  for  the   Danish  on  every  point  of 
prominence,  tower,  and  hilltop. 

The  treaty  was  submitted  to  the  Danish  rigsdad,  and 
•iptly  ratified,  the  king  affixing  '  taw  the 

Hie  30,  1868. 

The  position  of  Denmark,  acting  in  good  faith,  and 
presupposing  that  the  t'nited  States  would  do  the  same, 
now  seemed  irrevocable.  She  had  offended  several  of 
her  mightier  neighbors,  Germany,  France,  England,  who 
looked  uj>on  this  acquisition  by  the  United  States  as 
prejudicial  to  their  in- 
Over  the  subsequent  proceedings  we  must  draw  the 
veil  of  charity,  to  avoid  the  use  of  harsher  epithet;  for 
the  conclusion  of  this  chapter  is  by  no  means  creditable 
to  the  United  States.  Four  months  were  allowed  for  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty  by  our  Senate,  then  extended  to 
ar;  again  extended  to  the  I4th  of  April,  1870,  when 
the  committee  of  foreign  relations  recommended  suspen- 

lon.  ami  indorsed  it  adversely. 

The  affair  had  dragged  through  three  administrations. 
and  had  been  the  sport  of  different  sessions  of  Cong 
only   to  IK*   ignominiously   smothered  in  committee  and 
•nholed.  \\ith  Denmark's  royal  signature  affixed  and 
the  ratification  of  her  Senate.     Thus  the  treaty  inter 
was  ignored  ;  thu>  the  King  of  1  >i  nmark  had  the  humilia- 
tion of  recalling  his  disappointed  but  still  1 
and  the  flag  of  Dannebrog  yet  waves  over  the  islands  of 
Thomas  and  St.  Mm. 
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Ass<>  it  has  been  with  pirates,  buccaneers, 

summit -is.  mrii  .  .1  \\.ir.  and  niei.-nf-|ieace.  the  harbor  of 
it  Thomas  has  seen  some  strange,  eventful  happen- 
.:!ed  into  and  out  of  it  several  times,  it 
may  be  impossible  for  me  now  to  portray  it  as  it  should 
be,  the  novelty  having  worn  off;  but  in  another  book  of 
mine  (which  few.  if  any.  ever  read  )  is  an  account  of  my 
•n.  which  I  fain  would  quote. 

It  may  lx-  night  when  the  steamer  arrives  at  the  harbor 
of  St.  Thomas,  but  the  land-breeze  brings  off  the  fra- 
grance of  a  thousand  flowers,  the  stran.  nt  odors 
iie  terrene  tropics,  and  you  know  that  a  new  land  is 
reached  at  last.  New  scenes  await  you.  if  it  be  your  first 
trip  to  the  tropics,  and  they  cannot  but  interest  and  de- 
Hgfct 

Arriving  at  the  harbor  at  night,  one  might  well 
me  he  had  l>\  mistake  been  brought  to  the  borders  of 
the  infernal  region,  for  flaring  flambeaux  illumine  the 
dark  waters,  dusky  forms  glide  about  with  discordant 
.  veils,  and  whistlings.  A  weird  procession  of  black 
and  hideous  hags,  clad  in  ragged  raiment,  bearing  on 
their  heads  great  baskets,  and  shuffling  clumsily  up  and 
down  the  gang-planks,  has  established  connection  with 
the  shore  ami  is  supplying  the  steamer  with  coal.  It  is 
merely  an  episode  in  the  life  of  the  voyager:  but  it  is  a 
matter  of  vast  importance  to  those  wretched  negresses, 
\\ho  get  but  a  penny  a  basket  for  their  toil,  and  who  are 
alwa\s  ready.  l>y  night  and  by  day.  to  respond  to  the 
blast  from  the  great  horn  blown  by  the  contractor  from 
the  parapet  of  Bluebeard's  Castle,  on  the  hill  across  the 
harbor. 

Making  Charlotte  Amalia  headquarters,  many  a  pleas- 
ant trip  can  be  taken  t"  the  Mrs  and  islets  in  adjacent 
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tit   Mm.  nor 

quaint  and  almost  deserte<!  tin-  Ne  «»f  the  Dove; 

n«  T  Virgin  <  iorda.  the  "  I;at  \  liich  has  a  moun- 

tain 1300  feet  in  height  well  charged  with  gnld  and  cop- 
per. The  extreme-  tip  of  the  Caribbean  chain  crops  out 
at  Anegada,  th.  "  Submerged  Nand."  which  lu-s  just 

north  of  Virgin  <  iorda.  and  <»f  old.  like  all  the  other 

was  the  report  of  buccaneers,  having  many  Deluded 
coves  and  hidden  harbors  into  which  they  ran  their  ves- 
sels while  the  enemy  was  nigh.  This  island  is.  or 
famous  for  its  great  Flamingo  Pond,  the  resort  of  the 
big  birds  in  pink  and  crimson  livery,  which  come  up  from 
the  Orinoco  •  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  and 

enliven  the  Ian-'  :tli  o»W. 

Great  veins  of  silver  and  copper  have  been  traced  at 
Gallows   I (,av.  and  sometimes  old  coin-  velry  are 

found  in  the  island,  worth  far  more  than  their  weight  in 
gold,  and  probably  left  there  by  the  pirates  \vli 
rendezvous   around   the   bay    named    after    Sir    Ft 
Drake. 
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THREE  LITTLE  DUTCH  ISLANDS 

Some  islands  decidedly  Dutch  — The  northernmost  isk-s  of  the 
Caribbecs  —  Where  to  find  the  West-Imlian  V..UMMOCS— Saba, 
an  island  unique  —  The  town  of  Bottom  in  its  crater-bowl  — 
Bonaparte's  Cocked  Hat  —  The  author's  adventures  in  Saba 
—  ^eft  at  the  ladder  with  strangers  — The  climb  to  the  town 
in  the  crater  —  Homes  of  the  sturdy  Dutch  sailors  —  Gardens 
thousand  feet  above  the  sea  —  Saba's  mountain  peak  and 
the  view  from  it  —  Northern  limit  of  the  garnet-throat  hum- 
ming-bird —  Sulphur  as  good  as  that  from  Sicily  —  Where 
the  beasts  of  bunion  arc  human  beings — In  a  land  ••• 

.icked  by  Lord  Rodney  —  Loot 

that  amounted  to  $15.000.000— A  place  that  few  travelers 
visit  —  Spending  a  night  on  a  crater-brim  —  A  hegira  of  the 
IKI.rrus  --The  author'-  passport  in  Dutch  —  The  first  salute 
paid  to  our  flag  by  foreign  people  —  Thirteen  an  unlucky 
number  for  'Statia  —  A  pendant  for  Miss  Columbia's  neck- 
lace —  Curacao,  on  the  Venezuelan  coast  —  Dutch  islands  and 
their  area  —  A  little  Dutch  Paradise  —  Papiamcnto.  the 
pepper-pot  language  —  The  harbor-lagoon  of  Curacao  —  How 
the  island  may  be  reached  —  A  near  neighbor  of  the  Lake 
Dwellers. 

SOUTHEAST  of  the  Saints  and  the  Virgin-. which 
<lves    lie    to    the    eastward    of    Puerto    Rico, 
stretches  the  chain  of  volcanic  islands  kn«>\\: 
the   Lesser  Antilles.     They  are  included   within  latitude 
IO  and  18  degrees  north,  ami  are  arbitrarily  divided  into 
the  Leeward  and  the  Windward  groups,  the  former  lying 
to  the  north,  and  the  latter  to  the  south  of  north  latitiude 
15  degrees. 
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I  Ii«   IK  u  moon  iii  IUT  •  >  describes  no  more 

nearly  perfet ;  than  this  "  string  of  emeralds  on  a 

silver  zone,"  which  those  prone  to  alliteration  term  "the 
entic  chain  of  the  Caribbccs."     Kvery  island  in  this 
chain,  beginning  with  diminutive  Saba  in  tin-  north,  and 
ending  with  (irenada  in  the  south,  is  volcanic  in  char- 

r,  and  the  chord  of  the  arc  they  collectively  de>- 
is  about  three  hundred  and  si\t\  miles  in  length.     1 

id  is  practically  a  single  mountain  shot  up  from  the 

ocean  depths,  the  altitudes  varying  from  2000  lo  5000 

.  and  so  evidently  volcanic  of  origin  that  one  may  not 

err  in  ascribing  it  to  old  Vulcan,  or  whoever  has  been 

allotted  to  perform  his  work  in  the  nether  world. 

Pinnacles,  mountain-tops,  spires,  thrust  up  through  the 
sea,  suggest  also  (as  remarked  in  Chapter  I)  the  remains 
of  a  lost  continent— or  perhaps  the  In-ginnings  of  a  newer 
one — and  around  them  we  may  well  weave  myths,  not 
only  Antillean.  but  Atlantcan.  They  are  all  volcanoes,  in 
fact,  and  were  thought  to  IK*  extinct,  until  May,  1902, 
when  occurred  the  terrible  eruptions  in  Saint  Vincent  and 
Martinique,  by  which  thousands  of  homes  were  destroyed 
and  between  fifty  and  sixty  thousand  j»eople  lost  their 
lives. 

At  all  events  the  si'  Ix-en  dUtnrlml.  and  most 

effectually.     Atlantis  may  yet  appear    «»ut  of  the  d< 
of  wrecked  isles  a  resurrected  continent,  above  the  sea, 
and  verify  the  Platonian  legend. 

But,  should  these  islands  be  destroyed,  and,  in  eft 
disappear,  one  cannot  conceive  of  their  places  bein::  taken 
by  any  more  beautiful.     Doubtless  God  might  h 
better,  and  more  beautiful  isles — to  paraphrase  < 
ton's  remark  anent  a  certain   fruit — but  doubtless  God 
never  did;  or  if  He  did.  the  writer  never  saw  them 
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ry   mountain    vh.N.ts   upward   abruptly   to  an  altitude 
that  ijives  it   practically  the  range  of  two  climatic  zones, 
tcm|>eratc  and  tropical,  every  beautiful  aspect  of  ve^ 
tiou  may  be  noted  here.    The  sides  of  each  partially  sub- 
merged volcano,  from  base  to  peak,  and  even  some  of  the 
crater-walls,  are  hung  with  richest  tapestries  in  var 
shades  ,,t"  tureen. 

The  northernmost  of  the  volcanic  islands  —  or  to  be 
exact,  the  northwesternmost  —  is  Saba,  a  mountain  rising 
above  the  ocean  floor  nobody  knows  how  many  thousand 
l»i  it  with  about  2800  of  them  sticking  up  above  the 
r.     What  nature  intended  it  should  become  when 
hed  is  not  evident,  for  it  seems  only  just  begun  ;  but 
a  Dutch  possession  now,  has  been  for  many  years, 
and  is   II..  Hand's  smallest  property  in  the  West  In«: 
perhaps  in  the  world. 

What  is  rare  in  these  islands,  the  majority  of  the  popu- 
lation arc  white  .  and  not  only  white,  but  Dutch,  the  good 
old-fashioned  kind,  with  blue  eyes,  freckled  sandy  corn- 
ion,  and  flaxen  hair.     There  are  Dutch  s  in 

San  Martin.  Saint  Knstatius.  and  in  Arnba.  1  ',<  >naire,  and 
Curacao,  off  the  Venezuelan  coast:  but  they  are  not  the 
sturdy,  clcar-complcxioned  Dutch  of  Saba  Island.  The 
secret  of  their  stnrdiness  and  their  health  fulness  is  found 
in  the  altitude,  at  which  they  live;  not  one  of  them  less 
than  800  or  900  feet  above  the  sea. 

In  fact,  when  Nature  made  Saba,  she  forgot  to  indent 
the   coast  -line    with    a    harlmr.    hardly    a    landing-place; 
of  all  a  sj)ot  big  enough  to  build  a  bouse  on.  so  all 
the  Sahaiis  live  at  an  elevation  alwve  the  sea.  JH-T  •• 

Nine  hundred  and   M\t\    feet,  to 

is  the  height  of  the  town  of  I'oitotn  alxive  the 

sea.     That  is  where  most  of  the  Saba  people  live  (those 
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that  do  not  dwell  there  being  still  higher  up.  among  the 
crags  of  the  volcano).  The  town  of  liottom  is  so  called 
because  it  lies  at  the  bottom  of  an  extinct  crater.  At 
least,  it  is  supposed  to  be  extinct,  and  will  probably  be 
considered  so,  until  some  day  tin-  victims  of  a  mistaken 
confidence  in  the  quiescence  of  a  volcano  may  find — if 
any  survive— that  the  real  bottom  of  the  crater  was  con- 
siderably below  the  level  of  their  settlement!  Their 
dwelling  here  in  fancied  security  illustrates  the  aj> 
that  possesses  all  those  who  take  up  their  resideno 
precarious  places  merely  because  they  have  advantages 
over  oth'  exposed  to  danger.  Tin  \  know  well 

enough  that  the  volcano  towering  alxne  their  quaint  little 
town  once  went  on  a  rampage,  and  pepj>ered  the  whole 
island  and  surrounding  sea  until  the  soil  of  the  former 
\\.is  nearly  hidden  from  sight,  and  the  latter  made  to  boil 
like  a  witch's  caldron.  The  Saba  people  ought  to  know 
what  volcanic  rock  and  scoriae  arc,  of  I 
have  had  to  painfully  clear  their  lands  of  both,  before 
planting  the  neat  little  gardens  that  surround  their  houses. 

Saba,  in  olden  tim«  kn<>un  to  the  sailors  as 

"Bonaparte's    Cocked    Hat."    and  then     i 

quainter  country  in  the  world  than  this  same  speck  oi 
Maud  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.  which  forms  one  of  the  U 
in    the    chain    connecting    North    and    South    America. 
Sweep  the  map  with  a  glance,  and  you  would  be  li 
to  overlook   it   cntirch.    to   H  1    in 

between  the  others;  hut  it  has  its  «,wn  attr.t 
thel. 

A  friend  of  mine,  a  geographer  and  man  of 
once  congratulated  me  as  the  only  man  he  had  ever  met 
\\ho  had   visited    Sal.a.  and   declared   that    the   tir-t    thing 
he  should  do  when  he  had  leisure  would  be  to  follow   in 


a 
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M jy  footsteps.  Be  that  as  it  may.  I  ran  recall  that  no  land 
I  i-vcr  set  foot  on  caused  me  to  thrill  with  such  satisfac- 
tion and  pleasure  a-  \\lu-n  at  last  I  found  earth  beneath 
iba's  only  settlement.  \<>t  so  much  on  account 
of  the  quality  of  the  earth,  as  from  the  fact  that  it  WOS 
/i,  and  not  bounding  hillows  or  tumultuous  seas.  For 
I  had  IKTU  two  days  tossing  up  and  down  in  a  smalt 
her  plying  lictween  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Kitts,  and 
sick  nigh  unto  death,  when  we  sighted  Saba's  peak 
:ng  the  gloom  of  a  tropic  twilight. 

The  trade  wind  blew  fiercely  through  the  mountain 
gorges,  and  beat  us  off  from  the  island  igain  and  again  ; 
hut  at  \.'.-{  we  g«>t  iu  near  enough  to  launch  a  boat,  into 
which  I  wai  tumbled,  together  with  my  belongings.  Two 
stalwart  black  men  pulled  it  within  hail  of  the  shore, 
and  then,  instead  of  landing,  they  split  the  darkness 
with  shouts  for  help,  yelling  to  sonic  invisible  person 
in  the  clouds  to  "come  down."  It  was  nearly  an 
hour  he i<»re  a  respon^  at'ted  out  to  the  boat,  and 

quite  another  ere  someone  shouted  a  welcome  from  the 
base  of  the  frowning  dills,  llr.  >he.  or  it.  whoever  or 
whatever,  might  have  hecn  a  di>eml>odie  '  spirit,  for  all 
we  knew,  for  nothing  could  be.  seen  but  the  foaming 
breakers  on  the  shore  and  huge  bowlders,  dim  and  indis- 
tinct ;  but  in  we  went,  in  obedience  to  th-  call. 

The  boat  shot  ahead  with  terrific  speed  straight  for 
the  rocks,  and  just  as  the  shock  of  the  impact  with  those 
rocks  sent  me  tumbling  heels  over  head,  a  strong  arm 
seized  me.  >anked  me  out  unceremoniously,  and  set  me 
upright  at  the  base  of  the  cliff.  The  process  had  been 
material:  thumpin  which  had 

\\helmed  the  lx>at  and  smacked  me  in  the  back,  at  the 
time  setting  my  luggage  all  afloat.  Other  strong 
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amis  pulled  the  boat  upon  the  rocks,  emptied  her  of  my 
effects  and  sent  her  back  again  on  the  breast  of  a  wave, 
before  I  had  wiped  the  salt  water  from  my  eyes.  So 
there  I  was,  alone  with  several  strange  folk,  number  un- 
determined until  a  lantern  was  lighted,  when  it  was  re- 
duced from  a  multitude  to  t 

They  were  black,  both  of  them,  and  evidently  friendly, 
for  after  piling  my  luggage  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice 
they  took  me  by  the  arms  and  guided  me  to  what  they 
called  the  "  Ladder,"  which  was  a  narrow  trail  up  the  side 
of  said  precipice.  It  was  fortunate  for  my  shattered 
nerves  that  the  darkness  hid  the  dangers  of  th.it  trail 
from  sight,  for  when  I  afterward  saw  it  by  daylight  no 
money  would  have  tempted  me  to  essay  it.  But  up  we 
went,  my  guides  climbing  like  goats  and  never  making 
a  misstep,  until  at  last  we  reached  a  path  which  was  not 
quite  so  steep  as  the  side  of  a  house,  and  I  sat  down  to 
breathe. 

My  sable  friends  assured  me  that  the  dangers  were 
passed,  and  they  told  me  that  of  the  two  landings  which 
the  island  possessed  this  was  the  worse.     When  the  wind 
was  WCSt  they  used  tin-  eastward  landing,  called  the  I 
and  when  it  \  hey  used  the  Ladder  ;  but  wlm  1 

was  used,  and  whatever  the  weather  or  wind,  the  sea  was 
nearly  always  rough. 

Here,  however,  the  sturdy  Dutch  sailors  of  Saba,  many 
of  whom  are  descended  from  men  who  had  sailed  with 
Van   Home  and   Von  Trompc,  when   these  seas  were 
ted  with  pirates  and  buccaneers,  had  resided  all  their 
lives.     It  was  lucky  f- •  »f  them  met  their 

ends  at  sea,  for  really  there  is  n«>t  s,,il  em-n^h  the' 
bury  them  in.      Still,  ii"  «>tlu -r  place  in  the  world  had  the 
attractions  for  them  held  hy  this  small  islet,  and  if 
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1  to  other  parts  they  always  came 
ti-  hi.mesiek  for  their  beloved  mountain  and  its 

Kaint  from  hunger  and  tottering  with  weakness,  I  was 

•<•<!  to  the  harbormaster'.*  lionse :  for.  though  Saha  had 
t  it  had  an  official  who  dn  |  captain 

of  the  jNtrt.  and  by  him.  after  I  had  satisfied  his  cur. 
It  my  birth,  and  11: 

. '.itted  to  sleep  on  his  floor.    Strangers  seldom  landed 
and  the  !  IK- fore,  had  come 

by  daylight  and  with  proper  credentials.  I  satisfied  him 
in  the  morning  as  to  credentials,  and  after  U-ing  taken  to 
the  governmental  chief.  \\ho  gave  me  a  passport  for  two 
guilders  permitting  me  to  reside  in  the  island  without 
molt  I  introduced  to  the  widow  of  a  departed 

mariner,  who  agreed  to  board  and  lodge  me. 

Her  little  house  was  m-at  and  painted   white,  with  a 

'en    surrounding    it    filled    with   crotons,    limes,    and 

orange  trees,  and  in  fr«»nt  a  paved  walk  with  comfortable 

benches,  from  which  v.  ral  view  of  the  settlement. 

the  town  of  Bottom,  and  which  I  thought  might 

better  have  l>ecn  named  the  Summit,  being  so  hard  to 

!i.  Though  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  steep  hills, 
with  breaks  in  the  brim  only  at  the  east  and  the  v. 
through  which  the  landing-places  are  reached,  yet  the 
bottom  of  the  ancient  crater  is  quite  broad  and  compara- 
tively level.  That  the  volcano  once  vomited  out  many 
million  tons  of  rock  and  scattered  them  all  about  is  only 
too  evident,  for  the  people  here  have  had  to  pick  up  the 
rocks  and  stones  and  pile  them  in  heaps  before  they  could 
get  any  garden  spaces.  Each  little  garden  is  inclosed 
within  walls  so  high  that  the  one  street  and  the  bypaths 
win* I  iK-tween  artificial  cliffs. 
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Saba.  as  tlu-  most  northern  of  the  ti  -lands, 

i>  the  home  «>f  some  birds  not  to  be  found  an\  \\lu-ro 
nearer  tin-  tcmi>eratc  /one  than  here.  It  was  tlu-  north- 
ernmost babitat,  as  I  ascertained,  of  the  beautiful  hum- 
ming-bird known  as  tlu-  garnet  throat,  \\hich  is  one  of  the 
largest  found  in  the  \\ \  -t  Indies,  and  has  plumage  like 
velvet,  shot  with  iridescent  and  metallic  hues  of  wine  or 
garnet . 

As  the  ascent  is  made  above  the  ravine  the  tree  fems 
and  mountain  palms  become  very  numerous,  the  wild 
plantains,  with  golden  and  crimson  cups,  hang  ail 
the  path  hewn  by  the  cutlass,  and  a  wilderness  of  orchide- 
ous  plants  covers  the  trees.  There  is  no  trail  above  the 
"  provision  grounds  "  for  the  natives  of  Saba,  though  the 
men  make  voyages  round  the  world,  and  are  constantly 
at  sea,  have  no  love  for  mountain  climbing.  As  for 
the  women,  if  they  get  from  one  door  to  another,  and  once 
a  ye  make  the  trip  of  forty  miles  to  St.  K 

they  think  they  have  done  wonders. 

I'.nt  the  view  from  the  peak  is  worth  voyaging  far  and 
climbing  high  to  see,  embracing,  as  it  does,  a  wide  sea- 
scape dotted  with  the  islands  of  St.   Harts,  St.   Ma 
and  Anguilla  to  the  «  Thomas.  Santa  < 

John,  and  the  Virgin  group  to  the  north  ;  5 
St.  Kills.  Nevis,  and  Montserrat  to  the  south— all  historic 
islands.  an«l  every  one  a  gem. 

Being  a  volcano,  though  quiescent,  Saba  yields,  of 
course,  the  natural  concomitant  of  lava  and  scoria* — sul- 
phur, and  in  n  very  pure  state.  It  was  claimed  for  tin- 
vast  deposit,  which  was  then  being  exploited  towar< 
heart  of  the  volcano,  that  it  was  the  only  mine  of  pure, 
cool  sulphur  in  this  hemisphere — the  only  one  outside  of 
Sicily,  in  fact.  I  have  seen  the  sulphur  of  Popocatapctl, 
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Mexico,  in  situ,  and  it  •  atify  my  desire  to  see  that 

of  Saba  that,  one  \vr\   h->i  da\ .   1  defended  the  eastern 
cliffs,   nine   hundred    feel    Mow    the   heights.     There    I 
:d  the  black  miners  working  heartily,  in  a  teiiijxjra- 
ture  too  hot  to  mention  in  i>olite  society,  at  a  level  about 

hundred  feet  above  the  sea.     The  great  cli 
seamed  with   veins  apparently   inexhaustible,  and  owini; 
to  the  purity  of  the  crude  sulphur,  it  is  blasted  from  their 
faces  and  shot  down  a  wire  tram  to  the  hol< 
aiu-h. -red  near  the  shore.     Only  in  g<xxl  weather  is  \\\\> 
possible,  and  even  in  the  smoothest  sea  there  is  some 
for  the  "  trades  "  blow  straight  against  the  cliffs, 
there  is  no  shelter  nearer  than  the  west  shore  of 
i,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  a 

I  once  found  myself  in  a  land  of  yesterday,  stranded 
on  an  island  which  the  mutations  of  trade  had  left  on  tin- 
verge  of  the  world,  so  far  as  modern  progress  was  con- 
cerned. It  is  an  island  of  the  Caribbees,  belonging  to  the 
Dutch,  and  lies  about  midway  between  Saba  and  Saint 
Kittx.  When  Christopher  Columbus  sailed  this  way.  in 
he  named  it  Saint  Kiixtal: 

One  of  the  earliest  accounts  I  have  seen  calls  it  a  huge 
rock  rising  out  of  tht  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid, 

about  fifteen  miles  in  circumference.  It  consists,  in  fact, 
chiefly  of  an  extinct  volcano  and  the  detritus  washed 
down  from  its  cliffs,  together  with  the  eruptive  matter 
from  the  crater.  There  is  no  real  peak  to  this  isol 
mountain,  but  a  circular  crater  brim,  1950  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  the  sweep  of  its  pyramidal  sides  makes  it  one  of 
the  most  symmetrical  natural  objects  anywhere  to  be 
orld. 

Neither  is  there  any  harbor  or  good  landing-place,  and 
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the  visitor  has  to  take  hi>  chances  of  gettin 
through  the  surf  that  beats  continually  ujx>n  ; 
shore.'  Yet,  time  was  when  this  surf-|*nimle<l  shore  was 

.11  with  the  products  of  every  clime,  ami  me: 
of  incalculable  value  lay  unpr-  nd. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  during  the 

ral   war   in    Europe,  the    hutch,   taking  no   part   in 
l>elligerent  o|H-ration>.  were  the  gn  they 

iicd  the  other  j*» wers  \\ith  naval  and  military  stores. 
And    at     the    l>eginning    of    the    last    quarter    of    that 

try.  wlien  that  little  dispute  occurred  l>- 
Britain  and  her  American  colonies,  the  Dutch 

'ing  <>"t  all  sorts  of  stores  and  munitions  to  their  V 
Indian  colon  material 

assistance  to  both  France  and  America.     John  Hull 
pectcd  something  wrong  was  going  on.  but  could   not 
prove  it  until,  by  the  capture  of  an  American  packet. 

were  opened  to  the  true  inwardness  of  the  situation. 
Then,  with  a  promptness  that  fairly  took  the  Dutchr 

rd  all  tn.  and 

Holland  abrogated  and  sent  out  a  fleet  to  in  In 

the  roadstead  of]  har- 

bor, a  large  fleet  of  East    Indianun  ited. 

laden  with  cargoes  of  immense  value,  and  the  !•• 

1  high  with  what  forr  had  landed  there  and 

for  which  there  was  no  storage  room. 

A  declaration  «  Holland  and  a  powerful 

under  I.ord  Rodney  had  been  sent  out  simultane- 

.  so  that   when  the   British  admiral  hove  in   sight. 

:ig  on  board  his  ships 
eral  Vaughan.  |M><  thrown  into  t 

The  the  rule  of  brave  old 

DeGraaft,  a  crcoK  >e  sympa 
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'.!>•   with   the   struggling   American  colonies, 
but   \\h"  -ml  military   force  were  inadequate  to 

bat   this  immei  .-nd  armament   under 

So  he  surrendered,  of  c«  1  the  island, 

with  ;:  convenient!)    stored  in  t' 

and  piled  up  on  sh  .re.  fell  into  British  ha 

With   an    iiistinelixe   attraction   toward   the   place   t! 
would  afford  tlu  the   Uritish  ! 

upon  :ul.  and  the  plundi  -1  their  most 

•ions.      It    \\;ts   estimated    at    more   than 
'JOO.OOO;  but  while  Kodney  and  \  'aughan  were  quar- 
reling over  its  distribution  they  let  slip  r  -\  oppor- 
tunit                   --hin.t;  the  reU-llious  Ame:  i  in  the 

i-Mxt   J.»hn   lUill   rather  more 

than  it  was  \\..rth.      In  oth-  if  Rodney  had  sailed 

t«»  the  relief  of  Lord  Cornwallis.  then  |K-une<l  up  at  York- 
town.  \\\--  tarrying  at  this  little  island,  he  might 
have  vh.m-ol  the  hist..ry  of  ..ur  l\ev.»luti.m.  He  tried  to 
make  amends  afterward  by  the  destruction  of  the  French 
Meet  und-  r.isse:  but  that  was  m«>re  in  the  nature 
^e  than  a  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the 
colon 

And  a-ain.  it  hap]>ened  that  as  the  rid  .-quired 

•  >n  tl  .n  were  in  transit  t«»  Knijland.  the  ships  con- 

taining them  were  intercepted  by  the  French  and  twenty- 
one  of  them  taken.  The  French,  also,  later  captured  the 
island  and  held  it  for  some  tin  r  all  the  P.ritish 

little  out  M!"  their  breach  of  faith  with  the  Dutch. 
I  went  to  'Statia  xn-king  rare  bird-  j>art  of 

:>l«>re  tlu  d  mountain  d'str: 

cr  brim,  with  an  old  black 

man  as  guide  and  compani"n.  in  order  to  acquaint  myself 
with  the  phenomena  of  nature  there.  We  xK-pt  on  the 
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:nd,  and  1  had  a  blanket,  but  my  sable  friend  had 
nothing  between  him  and  Mother  l;.artli ;  \ct  in  the  n 
ing  he  was  awake  with  the  d,  1  led  me  into  the 

depths  of  the  crater.     It  is  like  a  huge  In  ml. 
precipitous,  but  fringed  with  trees  and  vines,  and  at  the 
bottom  are  immense  ceibas  and  gommiers.  with  trunks 
two  feet  in  diameter,  showing  that  many  centuries  have 
elapsed  since  the  last  eruption  there. 

Once  was  the  time  when  the  island   was  like  a  vast 
garden,  when  fields  of  waving  sr.  the 

plains,  tobacco,  in-'  !  cotton  the  foothills,  and  O 

groves  the  mountain  slopes,  even  to  the  crater  brim.  Then 
there  were  2O.OOO  people  living  here,  5000  white  Hol- 
landers and  15.000  blacks;  now  there  are  but  1500,  and 
the  white  man  is  a  rara  ai'is.  The  climate  is  healthy,  but 
good  water  is  scarce  ( I  believe  there  is  not  a  stream  on 
the  island),  ami  frequent  hurricanes  have  completed  the 
ruin  that  Lord  Rodney  began. 


•  >F  GOVERN*  >K  (iRAAFP 

In  the  good  old  times  In-fore  emancipation  . 
soil  was  reckoned  to  produce  from  four  to  si\  hogsheads 
of  sr.  ;oo  jmunds  to  the  hogshead  ;  but  to  da\  there 

.rdl\    that   much  raised  mi  its  M  \«n  M|uare  miles  of 
territory.      Most  nf  the  sugar  land  r  OH  the  v 

ward  or  eastern  side  ..f  •  ,r  the  le« 

western  is  almost  too  hi  IK    for  that  sort  of  cu 
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I  here  arc  several  elevations  of  res|>ectable  1  the 

\\hite  WtU,  900  feet;  North  Hill,  960;  Signal  Hill,  750; 

IK!  Hill,  5(X3,  ( )ld  Fort,  300,  and  the  town  of  Orange 

i   is  well  set  up  above  the  beach,  the  tower  of  its 

Dutch  Oiurch  being  175  feet  above  sea  level.     The  old 

church,  like  the  mansions  of  those  who  built  it,  has  fallen 

into   ruin,  but   when    I    was   there   the  quaint    souin: 

board  still  hung  above  the  pulpit,  and  the  JK  v  own 

in  which  the  representative  of  their  High  Mightinesses, 

•  •rnor  Johannes  De  GraafT,  used  to  - 
The  island  is  Dutch  still,  like  Curasao,  but  the  language 
of  commerce  and  common  use  is  Knglish.  That  the 
official  language  is  Dutch,  the  passport,  or  permit  to 
shoot,  without  which  I  was  not  allowed  t,,  wander  anmnd 
with  a  gun.  and  which  cost  me  two  guilders,  amp!) 

It  redtei  that  />«•  (/Yr.js-/i,-  itius 

hereby  pennits  the  bearer  to  »  •-•»ad  ecu  dubbcl- 

loop  achtcrlaad  scheitgewccn  during  his   stay,  and  the 
police  force  of  the  island  (one  man  sir  mtioncd 

n«>t  t..  interfere  with  my  explorations.  "  which  are  in  the 
interests  of  ft 

On  the  top  of  a  hill  was  the  caved  in  magazine  of  tho 
old  fort,  three  hundred  feet  above  the  sl«  M.  where 

a  few  rusty  cannon  of  the  last  century  |>oked  their  muz- 
out  of  a  tangle  of  cactus  and  acacia.     They  were 
obsolete  and  dismounted,  not  worth  taking  away  as  old 
•uld  not  have  remained  in  the  fort 

SO  long;  hut  what  an  interest  attaches  to  those  antiquated 
Ah.it   an   interest   to  an   American.   I  mean:  for 
the  salute  tired  from  them  on  a  certain  day  in   i 
the    ostensible    grievance    urged    hy    Kngland    when 
broke  t!  with  Holland  that  precipitated  Rodney, 

thunderbolt.  UJH.U  this  island. 
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I  must  not  forget  to  mention  that  what  Mm  Hull  made 
the  grea1  over  was  the  firing  of  a  salute  in  honor 

of  the  American  flag  by  order  of  the  Dutch  governor  of 
'Statia.  And,  moreover,  it  was  probably  the  first  recog- 
nition of  the  sort  received  hy  our  flag  in  a  foreign  port. 

According  to  the  annals  of  the  time,  a  certain  ; 
from  Baltimore,  named  the  "  Andrew  Doria  liere 

for  I  I.e.    1770.   flying  a  flag  that   had 

never  been  seen  in  these  seas  before.  It  was  not  the  flag 
officially  adopted  by  -.of  course,  for  that 

made  a  \ear  later;  but  it  probably  resembled  the  naval 
flag  of  the  Netherlands,  with  alternate  red.  white,  and  blue 
stripes.  I  lowever.  \\hen  the  saucy  privateer  came  sailing 
int«.  (  >rangc  harbor,  with  its  red.  white,  and  blue  Hag  flut- 
tering, and  gave  the  fort  a  salute  fnnn  its  guns,  sturdy 
Governor  DC  Graaff  ordered  the  salute  returned,  and  the 
old  cannon  on  the  hill,  now  so  rusty  and  useless,  spoke 
out  loudly,  thirteen  times,  in  honor  of  the  thirteen  stripes 
and  colon 

But  thirteen  was  an  unlucky  number  for  the  go\ 
and    the   island,    whatever    it    may    have   been    for   our 
colonies,  for  In-fore  their  I  ligh  Mightinesses  could  comply 
with   the    P.ritish   demand    for  a   disavowal,  along  c. 
Rodney  and  his  fleet  and  put  poor  'Statia  out  of  the  reck- 
oning altogether.      She  was  throttled,  then  and  there,  and 
,our  colonies  obtained  no  further  aid   fnnn   her 

in  a  sense,  on  our  account,  and   that   our 
freedom  might 

And.  as  I  sat  amid  the  ruins  of  the  old  fort,  and  looked 
:i  u|K)ii  the  sad  little  town  at  my  feet.  I  could  not  hut 
feel  that  somcthin  -II  due  the  island,  in  t1 

irnds  for  the  loss  of  that  fifteen  millions  and  de] 
ed  prosperity    It  \\ould  f.  rm  a  ;it  to  the 
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necklace  of  insular  emeralds  that  Uncle  Sam  will  some 
day  throw  about  the  neck  of  Miss  ("ohm 


If  the  American  eaijr  ever  should  conclude  to  extend 
:i  in  tin-  Mands  south  of  us  known  as  the 
probably  among  tin-  first  to  scramble  'neath 
tile  shelter  of  its   \\in-   would  IK-  those  at   ]• 
by   the    Dutch.      Not    that    the    Hollanders  do 
upon  them  the  IK  st  sort  of  a  paternal  government :  but 
for  the  that  the  Dar 

pose  of  their  own  \Ve>t  Indian  ]>osse>sions— economic 
consideration v  It  is  almost  pathetic  to  observe  the  tenac- 
ity with  which  tlu-s,  -\\erfnl  governments  still 
cling  to  their  tropical  h.'Mm-s  in  America.  P.ut  it  is 
possibly  for  the  same  reason  that  the  hunter  held  on  to  the 
tail  of  the  wild  cat  !io|x>dy  would  help  him 
let  go! 

Dutch  j>ossessiou>  of  the  West   Indies  are  com- 

the  Islands  .  ..  I'.IUMI    \vre.  and  Artiba, 

off  the  South   Anuru  !>a.   St.    I  and 

5t  Martin,  in  the  imrth  :blx-an  Sea.  Their 

their  fx>pul. 

50,000,  and  the  annual  deficit  in  their  revenues  is  alnmt 
60,000  guilders,  which  is  made  good  by  the  mother 
country. 

of  government  is  at  Curasao,  where  the  chief 

land  is  under  an 

ted  by  the  sovereign,  entitled  the  gcsagheb- 

iO   is   the   largest.   210  mil«  i:    I»uen 

the  moii-tx  of  San  Martin.  17; 

:th  only  5  square 

tl  credit,  and  about  looo  inhabit 

It  is  nearh  t'..  .lining  across  the  Carib- 
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bean  Sea  from  Puerto  Rico,  Saint  Thomas  t,  to 

tlu-  island  MI  Curacao,  for  it  lies  almost   witliin 
the  Venezuelan  coast  of  South  America.     It  is  only  forty 
miles  distant   from  that  coast,  on  a  clear  day  the  con- 
tinental mountains  being  discernible  from  the  island. 

Discovered  by  Vespucci,  in  i4</r;.  Curacao  was  held  by 
the  Spaniards  until  10^4.  when  the  Dutch  acquired  it  :  but 
how,  no  man  seems  to  know.  They  probably  found  it 
without  an  owner  and  simply  annexed  it.  ever  since  hold- 
ing it  by  right  of  possession.  Curacao's  archite< 
shows  that  it  has  been  a  Dutch  holding  for  many  years, 
for  it  is  that  of  Holland,  most  assuredly;  and  so  are  the 
thrift  and  cleanliness  displayed  in  this  "  little  Dutch  Para- 
dise ":  which  is  hot  enough,  by  thr  d  an 
Inferno. 

Somebody,    I    think    it    was    Kinsley,    called    Saint 
Thomas  a  "little  Dutch  oven  of  a  .nd  the  name 

will  apply  equally  well  to  Curasao.     It  is  dry  and  parched 
and  in  spots  is  barren ;  but  yet  it  has  a  charm  all  its  own. 
t  violent  com-  .iha  and  Saint  Kustatius.  it  is  a 

pert"-  ss;  but  the  inhabitants  nf  the  v«  arids 

seem  to  manifest  a  pr.  their  own  mountainous 

demesnes,  notwithstanding  the  greater  activity  prevailing 
in  Curacao,  and  the  more  abundant  lucre.  It  is  difficult 
to  tear  a  mount;.  :h  it 

may  be.  and  the  Dutch  islanders  in  the  northern 

•  T  come  to  Curacao  "  for  keep  ic  of 

the  governmental  officials  <>f  the  latter  island  are  ol> 
to  take  the  trip  •  m.-nths. 

because  of  business;  but  •»ilu-r\\ise  there  is  scant  i- 
change  -j>. -km    in   all   th«- 

though  the  official  Ian  Dutch      In  addi; 

is  spoken  in  Curacao  a  barbarous  mixture  of   D 
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Spaniel  Indian,  and  African,  known  as  Pit 

nicnto.  which  is  a  t>eriect  j>epj>er-pot,  or  hodge-podge,  of 
a  lan-n.i-c.  and  |>cciiliar  to  the  islaiulers  thcmsch 

In  choosing  Curasao  for  their  seat  in  the  southern 
test  Indus,  the  Dutch  pitched  upon  an  island  reproduc- 
ing the  salient  natural  features  of  Holland  more  than 
any  ..thcr  in  the  Caribbean.  There  is  none  other  with 
just  such  a  landlocked  harbor  as  that  of  the  Curasao 
lagoon,  the  entrance  to  which  is  so  narrow  that  it  is 
spanned  by  a  bridge  of  boats,  which  is  drawn  aside  for 
steamers  to  enter.  Two  old  forts  guard  the  passage- 
one  •  n  each  side,  where  are  mounted  the  most 
obsolete  of  cannon,  and  paraded  the  funniest  of  little 
Dutch  suldirrs.  \\h.>  hail  each  other  across  the  inlet  as 

nc  lined. 

I  'he  inlet  forms  a  capacious  harbor  half  a  mile  long, 

but  opens  hex'nul  into  a  great  lagoon  called  the  Schat- 

tegat.  where  the  ships  of  a  navy  might  float.     This  lagoon 

anciently   the  retreat  of  the   famous  pirates  of  the 

Spanish  Main,  behind  a  high  hill  guarding  which,  capped 

.in  old   fort,  they   used  to  hid<  heir   piratical 

craft.  From  the  island's  name  is  derived  that  of  the  sweet, 

;"U>  liqueur  so  grateful  after  dinner— Curasao;  but 

only  the  orange  jK-el  with  which  it  is  flavored  comes  from 

none  of  it  being  manufactured  in  the  island. 
Decidedly  Dutch  is  Curacao,  a-  an\«.m-  \sill  say  \\lio 
has  sailed  into  its  harbor-lagoon  between  Forts  Riff  and 
Amsterdam,  and  looked  upon  the  old  houses  ringing 
around  that  landlocked  body  of  water — houses  which 
might  have  U-eii  transported  U>dily  from  the  Xuyder  Zee, 
as  doubtless  the  tiU-s  tl  their  nx>fs  were,  long  ago. 

There  is  not  much  to  see  in  Curasao:  but  somehow,  it 
gets  a  hold  on  one's  affections,  and  I  must  confess  to  a 
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liking  for  the  island,  bar 

land-  k  of  rain  and  more  than  a 

>uthcu-ncy  of  dust.     It  is  reached  by  tin-  "  Kcd   |)"  lim- 
•.\hich  perform  tin  thither  from  New 

with  a  stop  at  I'mn 

\>   one  is  almost    within   t<auli   ..i    \  ,  m  /iu-Ia.   \\lu-n 
•iracao.  it  rarely  happens  that  the  traveler  tarries  loiitf 
here,  preferrini;  to  go  on  to  Puerto  Cabello 
and  Maracaibo  on  the  coast  of  Yen-  Ml  arc  within 

-teaming.  Mar:u-ail»o  lieini:  tlie  farthest  an<l. 
perhaps,  the  best  worth  visiting,  what  with  its  historical 
rs  of   Iniccan  and    it^    near   neighbors,   llie 

famous  Lake  Dwellers,  discovered  by  \  espucci.  in   i 
and  to-day  living  in  huts  over  the  water.  .  tfl  he 

found  tli'  four  liundre-: 
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!  Mount  Misery  —  Original  home  of  the  hucc.i 

—  Nr  i«l  Montserrat  —  L«  :  t  the 
Antilles  — Sca-Mirr-                                                   ;ng  Mount   Mis- 
cry  — How  the  hospitable  planters  supplied                        cxpc- 

xh  the  high  forests  of  the  volcano  —  What  was 

in  the  hamper       W.iirr  from  the  wilil  ;  -re's  punch - 

bowls  —  Deferential    tlarkirs    in    attendance  —  On    the 

and  what  was  found  there  —  Brimstone  Hill,  once  the  "  Gil>- 

l  -  .'..mt  and  Basse  Tcrre—  In 

the  orati-r   .'I    >Jo:::;t    MIMTV— The  hiininiiiiK-birds'  bath  — 

Mammals  of  the  West   Indu  >nkeys 

:•>  Saint  Kitts  —  What  old  Pi-re  Lahal  has  to  say  about 

—  The  skull  in  the  soup— Sir  Thos.  Warner's  epitaph 

—  Relic  of  a  regicide  —  "  Bobby"  Bum*  ir  bectuning 

—  The  ba 

of  Booby  Island  —  Fig-tree  Church,  where  Lord  Nelson  was 
tied   to   the   Widow   Nisbet  —  The   marriage   regi 

old-time  sanatorium  —  Birth- 
place of  Alexander  Hamilton  —  Legends  of  the  Amazons  — 
Mad  -nazons—  Identical  with  the  ] 

turnctl  into  a  "  naygur  "  — 

Home  of  the  lime-juicers  —Origin  of  lime  culture  —  A  fine 
old  Quaker  family  —  A  new  hird  found  by  the  author. 

WI1KKK  -ti.l     is    a    i"  in.    a 

al«l.    omhrno  liluest    of 

it    is 

tHcult  to  select  that  which  might  Ix*  termed  the 
tlu  'in   then  more  attractive   from  the 

sea  than  Saint   Kitts.  named  by  the  modest  Columbus 
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himself,  Saint  Christopher,     lie  discovered  it,  as 
indeed  all  these  islands  of  the  northern  Caribbc* 

The   highest    |x-ak   in   the   island,   about   4000  feet,   is 
Misery,  which  conceals  a  fine  crater  in  its  bosom 
crater  that  has  sent  out  nothing  worse  than  steam  and 
sulphur  fumes  within  the  memory  of  man.      I '.rim-- 
Hill,  a  detached  jn-ak  750  feei  in  height.  \\as  once  fortitle  I 
by  the  I'.ritish  and  called  their  "  West  Indian  (iihra!" 
a  name  now  borne  by  Saint  Lucia.  t<>  the  south  <>f  Mar- 
tinique.    Saint  Kilts  possesses  the  richest  soil  in  the  '. 
Indies,  hardly  excepting  Cuba;  yet  its  planters  are  now 
in  the  doleful  dumps  because  we  w  ill  not  take  them  under 
our  protecting   wing,  and   sturdy  black  men  are  going 
begging  at  twenty  cents  a  day. 

The  island  was  the  original  home  of  the  bucc.v 
(  )flf  its  leeward   coast  a  great   naval   battle   was   fought 
between  Knglish  and  French.     Across  a  narrow  chann<  1 
rises  the  symmetrical  peak  of  Nevis,  like  Mount  Misery, 
forest-clad,  and  with  a  fertile,  verdant  belt  around   it 

Next  south  of  Xevis  lies  Montserrat.  smaller  yet,  and 
Ix-tween  the  two  islands  the  great  rock  of  Redondo,  a  pin- 
nacle shooting  up  out  of  the  sea.  -at  has  a  fine 
crater  or  "  soufricre,"  and  before  it  was  devastated  by  a 
hurricane  a  i  as  covered  with  groves  of 
limes.  Xevis  has  no  well-defined  crater,  but  has  numer- 
ous hot  and  mineral  springs. 

There  are  lofty  mountains  in  Cuba  and  Santo  Domingo 
which  have  scarce  been  climbed;  in  Jamaica,  the  IM'i  • 
mains,  above  7000  feet,  and  in  our  own  Puerto  Rico 
peaks  of  not  much  lesser  altitude.     Although  tl 

••>  Domingo  was  discovered  in  'the 

first     American    cities    of    European     foundation    were 
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iteinpied  . .n  its  iboret,  >et  tlic  mountainous  interior  con- 
..unts  iu  \  which  have  been 

•  d  only  by  Indians  and  fugitive  Ma 

Mountains  there  a-  ««i  them,  above  5000  feet  in 

•:i!tf  the  coining  «.f  the  intrepid  -  ;  but 

the  true  volcanoes  lie  east  \\ard  of  the  Greater  Antilles, 
in  the  chain  of  the  Caribbees.  These  islands  are  known 
as  the  Lesser  Antilles,  ami  have  been  arbitrariK  divided 
into  the  "Windward"  and  "  Ix-eward  "  isles;  hut  as  a 
group  they  have  always  retained  the  name  they  derived 
from  the  cannibal  Caribs  by  whom  they  were  occupied 
\\hen  discovi- 

Inclusive  of  the  Virgin  Islands,  just  east  of  Puerto 
Rico,  between  latitude  18  and  19  north  and  the  Island  of 
Trinidad,  10  degrees  from  the  equator  and  off  the  Orinoco 
delta,  these  Caribbees  describe  a  perfect  crescent.  Th<- 
outer  isles  are  mainly  coralline,  low-lying  and  featureless, 
hut  sheltered  within  this  great  barrier  chain  lie  the  true 
Caribbees,  an  archipelago  of  sea-surrounded  volcanoes, 
tiding  o\  ijrees  of  latitude  and  ranging  from 

2OOO  to  6OOO  feet  in  height. 

I  never  knew  until  I  had  tried  to  gain  its  summit,  why 
the  great  central  mountain  of  Saint  Kitts  was  called 
"  Mount  Then  I  understood;  for,  although  the 

hospitable  planter  with  whom  I  was  temporarily  residing 
made  most  elaborate  preparations  for  me,  yet  the  discom- 
forts of  the  ascent  were  multitudinous.  The  same  old 
negro  who  had  guided  me  in  search  of  monkeys,  and 
who  '.tchman  of  the  estate,  was  detailed  to 

accompany  me  up  the  volcano.  He  called  me  at  four  in 
the  in- .rniu::.  hut  I  was  already  awake,  having  been  kept 
so  nearly  all  the  nij^ht  through  by  the  "  bete  rouge,"  or 
minute  red  bugs  that  and  cling  to  the 
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limbs   of   inn  An    hour   l.v 

off,  ,-unl.  it  five  mi  a>  tin-  \*ony 

could  carry  me.  I  dismounted,  and  the  beast  \\a*  Mr 
in  tin-  mountain  pasture,  where  he  browsed  a' 
until  our  return  in  the  afternoon. 

We  were  joined  here  by  two  men  who  clainu-i! 

familiar  with  the  mountain  trail  th. 

black  Jim  Mass  and  "  Yallcr  Charlie"-  and  the  former 
marched  ahead  to  "  cutlass  out  "  a  path,  while  the  latter 
divided  with  my  old  man  the  transportation  of  the 

•MS.     The   commissariat,   by    the    \  :he    most 

important   feature  of  a   West    Indian  expedition,  and  no 
host  like  my  dear  friend  Mercer  would  all- 
•'••rth  \\ithout  ample  stock  of  provand.     1 
ing  seen  to  it  that  his  cook  had  filled  a  huge  hamiKT  with 
cold  fowl,  cassava  bread,  crack 
array  of  bottles  containing  various  liqr. 
native  rum,  and  "  beer  "  or  1  me 

out  to  the  garden  g  we  ro<l  and  sho'.: 

"  1  lave  you  got  a  corkscrew  ?  "     I  had  a  corkscn 

lioen  in  the  islands  long  enough  to  know  the  impor- 
tance of  such  an  article,  and  he  went  back  conteir 

It  was  tl  had  been  o\< 

trail  to  the  mountain-top,  and  Jim  1  hard  \ 

cut!.  t   a  path  through  the   ferns  and  the  razor 

hich  latter  is  here   known   as  "  cutnan: 
inflicts  terrib'  ujx.n  unprotected  limb;*.      It 

an  hour  to  i  •    of  the   wild  pasture  and   reach  a 

lateral  knife-edge  ridge  of  the  mountain  ju>t  wide  en- 
for  the  trail. 

Soon  .v  ..  hing  it  we  passed  through  a   natural 

opening   in   a   giant    :  -addled    tl 

leaving  a  portal  higher  than  our  heads,  hung  with  \ 
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plastered  with  air  plants,  and  which  my  glides  called 
the  **  gate."  Beyond  the  i^ate  the  various  earthquakes 
with  which  the  i>laml  has  often  been  visited  had  shaken 
the.  earth  a\\ay  from  the  ridge  until  in  s|*>ts  only  a  nar- 
row blade  was  left,  with  deep  ravines  on  either  side,  filled 
wiih  dense  vegetation  of  gommicrs  and  mountain  palms. 
The  UPJXM  edge  of  tl  •  was  reached  an  hour 

before  noon,  and,  as  they  liad  ha.l  nothing  to  eat  or  drink 
C  their  morning  coflfee,  six  hours  before,  my  men 
unanimously  declared  that  we  must  halt  and  breakfast. 
"  Mus'  feed  de  olc  man  in  ma  belly,"  said  Bass. 

i  belly  tech  ma  back ;  him  mus'  t'ink  ma  t'roat  cut," 

added  Tu 

"  You  t'ink  yo'  mot'  dar,"  said  Yaller  Charlie  to  me, 

•    lemme  tell  v   begun  de  climb.     Dem 

climbin*  ferns  yander  de  wus  l'ing>  iu  de  \vuld  fer  get 

t'ro'.     \\  hen  I  make  de  fus'  track  I  hab  on  pair  new 

briclies.  and  when  I  come  hack  dey  mash  to  cuss." 

The  in-ak  was  then  in  sight,  it  seemed  to  me,  and  I 
\\Nied  to  push  on  and  breakfast  on  the  summit;  but  my 
men  were  obdurate.  The  huge  basket,  nearly  three  feet 
across,  and  \\hich  Yaller  Charlie  had  carried  on  his  head 
over  places  where  I  hail  to  cling  with  both  hands  to  ferns 
an< I  trees,  and  so  carefully  balanced  that  not  a  glass  was 
hroken  or  a  bottle  disturbed,  was  let  down  to  the  ground 
ati'l  our  breakfast  spread  out  on  wild  banana  leaves. 

I'pm  examining  the  hamper  I  found  that  while  three 
kinds  of  liquor  had  been  provided,  there  was  not  a  sign  of 
water.  Neither  was  there  any  spring  or  stream  within  a 
mile  or  more.  But  while  I  was  debating  with  myself 
uliat  I  should  do  old  Tucker  took  a  cutlass,  and.  stepping 
to  the  nearest  tre<  1  from  one  its  horizontal  limbs 

a  great  wild  pine  which  sat  astride  of  it,  and  from  the 
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within  the  leaves  poured  out  more  water  than 

actually  needed  for  diluting  the  cane  juice  in  the  bot- 

This  water  was  clear,  cool,  and  refreshing,  and  the 

wild   pines,   which   arc   called    "  punch   bowls "   by   the 

natives,  are  never  without  a  supply. 

I  told  Tucker  to  take  one  of  the  Unties  of  nun  ami 
divide  it  among  the  trio.  He  needed  no  second  invitation. 
and  receiving  the  bottle  from  me  deferentially,  retired 
with  it  behind  a  clump  of  palms,  where  it  was  soon  emp- 
tied, without  recourse  to  water  from  the  "punch  U- 
Heartened  by  this  al  fresco  lunch,  and  blessing  my  good 
planter  for  his  providence,  we  soon  set  out  for  the  peak 
again,  this  time  stumbling  and  wallowing  through  masses 
of  climbing  ferns  and  slipping  over  dank  fields  of  mosses 
many  feet  in  depth. 

It  was  well  we  had  refreshed  ourselves  at  the  for 
edge,  for  there  would  have  been  no  opportunity  there- 
after, and  it  was  full  three  hours  before  the  peak  was 
reached.  The  last  half  hour  was  the  worst  climbing  I 
ever  did  in  my  life,  it  seemed  to  me,  for  I  had  to  hold 
on  with  both  hands  and  dig  my  toes  into  the  slippery 
mosses  on  nearly  |x*ri>endicular  rocks,  while  about  us 
the  f  10  dense  that  we  could  not  see  five  feet  ah 

Through  it  all.  however,  Jim  I'  1  «>ut  the  old  trail 

so  truly  that,  though  obliterated,  he  disclosed  the  old 
blazes  every  now  and  then,  and  Yaller  Charlie  followed 
jauntily  in  his  wake,  balancing  the  hamper  on  hi>  ! 
He  would  not  listen  to  me  and  leave  it  behiii-' 
that  it  was  no  trouble  at  all  to  tote  it,  and  we  might  need 
a  bite  when  we  reached  the  summit,  as  sure  enough  we 
a  bite,  but  a  nip,  to  keep  the  filmy  fog  out  of 
our  throats. 

•  lc  holp  of  de  Lawd  we  reach  dat  tc  Bass, 
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fervently  ami  encouragingly ;  and  reach  it  we  finally  did. 
down,  quite  exhausted,  on  the  ridge 
abov  tor. 

".When  Mr.  Norton  reach  heah,"  said  Tucker,  "  he 
done  bus*  right  into  teahs,  and  den  he  pray,  and  sing 
'God  Save  de  <jmvn 

I  could  understand   Mr.  Norton's  enthusiasm,  tl 
for  the  life  of  me  1  could  not  see  what  the  queen  had  to 
do  with   it.     Fancy   (Jueen    Victoria,  or   King   Edward 
either,  as  to  that  matter,  waddling  to  the  peak  of  Mount 
Mi-  ither    of    them    ever    saw    it:    though    the 

•cc's  sons,  George,  and  his  late  lamented  brother,  once 
lands  as  midshipmen,  and  had  everywhere  a 
1  reception. 

The  dense  fop  sweeping  in  from  the  Atlantic  hid  from 
•  all  the  \\indward  side  of  the  island,  from  which  we 
had  amended,  but  to  the  leeward  lay  the  encircling  f- 

about  the  cone,  beyond  which  were  the  sugar  planta- 
tion 1  into  squares  of  light  green  where  the  * 
was  gro\  1  hro\\n  where  it  hail  l>ecn  cut  or  the 
ground   had   been    freshly   broken.     No  bit  of  para 
could  appear  more  beautiful ;  and  as  to  its  fertilit 
knew  that  I  u.t^  l.H.king  u|w»n  one  of  the  richest  tracts 
of  cane  land  in  the  world,  where  the  volcanic  soil  is  SO 
deep  as  to  be  inexhaustible. 

ml  the  inclosing  plantations,  with  their  brown  and 

ant  checkers  of  cane  and  their  tiny  windmills  with 

slo\\  the  all-encircling  sea.  blue  as  the 

ttid  decked  with  vessels  white  and  beautiful. 

I  could  see  Saba  and  \ntigua  Nevis.  Montserrat. 

and  a  score  of  lesser  islets,  lying  like  cloudbanks  on  the 

lien  the  fog  lifted  and  revealed  them,  and  each 

one  was  a  vision  of  beaut v. 
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The  driving  mist  that  so  rapidly  scurried  over  the  verge 
of  the  volcano  was  only  now  and  then  dispflK 
sun,  affording  hut  transient  glimpses  of  the  gloom)  cl 
that  lay  beneath  us.     The  walls  mi  thi>  xide  \\ere  IIM.  - 
to  descend,  being  almost  |>eri>endieular;  hut  I  vowed  that 
I  would  reach  the  crater,  even  if  I  took  another  trip  as 
hard  as  this  to  accomplish  it.     A  \\eek  later  I  was  on  the 
leeward  coast  of  the  island,  and  at  six  in  the  mon 
skirting   the   base   of   world-renowned    I'.rimstone   Hill, 
crowned  by  its  fortress  known  as  the  "  Gibraltar  of  St. 
Kitts." 

From  the  coast  settlement  of  Sandy  Point  it  is  a  hot 
seven  miles  to  the  borders  of  "  Sir  Gillis'  Estate,"  in  the 
pastures  above  which  I  left  my  horse  and  found  a  guide. 

Sandy  Point,  which  lies  at  the  north  end  of  the  island, 
ten  miles  from  Basse  Terre,  obtains  its  water  supply  from 
springs  in  the  hills  at  this  place,  and  thence  there  is  a 
trail  through  the  dense  forest,  up  steep  ridges,  finally 
turning  the  crest  and  descending  the  crater  wall  at  an 
uncomfortable  pitch,  but  accompanied  all  the 
clumps  of  tree  ferns,  wild  plair  '  mountain  palms. 

descent  r   than   that   into  tru  "  of 

'Statia,  and,  like  that,  it  is  lined  with  tropical  vi 

large  trees  finding  a  home  here,  and  the  distance 
from  the  brim  is  about  700  : 

In  ordinary  seas. -us  ilu-re  is  a  small  lake  hei 
varies  in  depth,  sometimes  drying  up  entirely,  an 
r.  when  there  is  any.  is  blad.  i.    Above 

crater  bed  rises  Mount   Misery,  tl 
surrounding  wall  1  «.n  the  opj. 

Imfl        \nialeur  geol. . 

that  the  adjacent   I'.riiiMoiie   Hill  looks  a>  if  it  ! 
cast  out  of  this  crater  at  some  -<'h.  and 


•-* 

r 


ST.  KITTS,  NEVIS,  MONTSKRRATT     293 

if   it   could   lie   turned    upside   down    it    would   exactlx 
till  it. 

Under  the  cliMs  «.|   the  east   side  is  ihe  "  Sulph 

•ling  IHM.I.  where  the  surrounding  rocks  are  stained 
in   various  colors — red,  yellow.   brown— and   the  trees 
near    by    are    blanched    (juite    snow    white,    their    leaves 
scorched  and  shriveled.     Throughout  the  bed  are  numer- 
ous black  fumaroles  leading  far  into  the  bowels  of  the 
h,   from   which   sulphur   fumes  are  belched,  as   iu 
Dominica  and  Guadelou|>e.  while  a  stream  of  acidulous 
>m  the  great  "  Sulphur  "  into  the  lake. 

At  the  spring  in  the   forest,  which  I  reached  at  mid- 
afternoon  on  the  return  joun,  :id  "  Mauuie,  the 
Portugec."  awaiting  me  with  a  basket   full  of  solid  and 
liquid  nourishment,  sent  by  the  proprietor  of  the  \V 
field  estate,  nearly  nine  miles  distant.      Me  had  trudged 
all  the  way  in  the  tropic  sun.  and  the  U-er  was  warm  ;  but 
as  I   had  eaten  little  and  drunk  nothing  since  mop 
and  the  sulphur  water  in  t!                  was  not  exactly  palat- 
able. I  did  not  mind  a  little  thing  like  that.     The  \\ 
of  the  crystal  spring  was  delicious,  and  far  preferal> 

"bottled  g»M»ds."  while  the  cold  chicken  and  guinea 
bird  were  as  tender  as  the  proverbial  "  P.illy's  mother" — 
who,  I  U-lieve.  was  the  widow  of  a  sailor. 

While  refreshing  myself  in  this  delightful  spot  I  was 
entertained  by  the  antics  of  a  gilt-crested  hummer,  which 
not  only  flew  under  the  sparkling  drops  fell  from 

the  rocks,  luit  also  alighted  and  clung  to  the  saturated 
moss,  allowing  the  water  to  run  over  b:  mg  back. 

This  seemed  to  be.  in  fact,  the  chosen  bathing  place  of 
the  humming-birds,  for  while  I  was  there  more  than  a 
dozen  came  and  dashed  into  the  water.  The  black  rock 
was  clothed  in  soft  mosses  and  ferns,  the  deep  reces 
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winch  the  water  dripped  was  overhung  with  fogonias 
having  sea-shell  tints,  and  above  my  head  palms  and 
trumpet  trees  interposed  their  leaves  between  me  and 
the  sun. 

Down  by  the  sea,  near  the  base  of  Brimstone  Hill,  the 
bottom  of  the  bay  is  said  to  be  unbearably  hot.  and  the 
sea-water  charged  with  sulphurous  gases,  so  it  would 
seem  that  the  name  is  not  inapplicable  to  this  spot  so 
famous  in  West  Indian  lii-* 

As  I  was  inspecting  the  place  a  crowd  collected,  and 
one  old  darky  explained  to  the  rest  that  I  had  "  come  to 
take  de  dimensions  ob  Sandy  I'oint  .side."  meaning  that 
I  intended  to  write  about  it ;  and  he  was  not  far  wrong, 
after  all. 

It  is  a  curious  fact  that,  while  there  is  abundant  cover 
for  large  game  in  the  West  Indies,  few  big  ani 
found  in  a  ferous  state.     Almost  all  of  the  little  found 
there  has   sprung   from   game   animals   imported    i 
years  ago.     When  the  first  Spaniards  arrived  at  ( 
they   discovered   the  natives   in   possession   of  a   small 
quadruped  called  the  "  dumb  dog,"  which  not  only  was 
held  in  high  esteem  for  the  table,  but  was  cherished  as  a 
pet     Its  chief  peculiarity  was  its  inability  to  bark  or 
make  any  sound  above  a  grunt  or  moan. 

There  are.  strictly  shaking,  no  large  arboreal  animals, 
if  we  may  except  the  few  species  of  squirrels.  'poss-- 
and  'coons,  and  the  most  noteworthy  hiatus  in  tl 
fauna  is  the  almost  entire  absence  of  monkeys  throughout 
the  West  Indies. 

Until  within  less  than  a  score  of  years  the  presence  of 
monkeys  in  these  two  islands  and  their  entire  absem 

r  and  larger,  was  a  puzzle  to  the  natural^- 
believed  that  no  skins,  even,  of  these  m<»nk«-\  s  \\«  re  to  be 
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•  1  in  the  I  Hi-  i,  until  the  writer  succeeded  in 

ming  SOUK-,  in  tlu-  \ear  iSSo.  and  sending  them  to  the 

liN..nian    Institution.       I  hen    it    was  aso  iliat 

tin-    S:     Kitts   species   was   the    African  .green   monke\ . 

kn.«\\n  to  scientists  at  the  ( \-rco f^ithct.  us  callitrictis.  and 

comparatively   common.      Hut    for   MMiie   time  after   this 

annouiu-einent  the  naturalists  cudgeled  their  brains  to  find 

out  how  this  s|x-cies  came  to  be  so  plentiful  in  an  island 

iiilcx  away  from  i:  -mod  habitat. 

Tins  was  a  poser,  until  I  enlightened  them  by  giving 
them  the  results  of  my  im  In  an  old  history 

of  travels  by    IV-re   I.ahat.  a    Frenchman,   who  voyaged 
through  the  Antilles  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth 
••try.    ref--  made   to   some   African   monk 

escaped  from  captivity,  and.  having  gained  the  for- 
there  propagated  with  great  rapidity,  until  they  had 
become  a  nuisance  to  the  plant< 

Then  the  wise  men  breathed  more  freely,  for  the  prob- 
lem was  solved  at  last ;  the  origin  of  an  African  monkey 
in  American  was  determined.  The  difference 

the  mm.  lie  old  and  the  new  world  are 

many,  the  most  noticeable  heir  m  the  shape  and 

OT,  whereas  the  old  world  s|>ecies  IS 
stiff-tailed  and  has  little  use  for  that  appendage  \\hich 
has  1,0-n  M:C!I  a  stumbling  block  to  the  promulgators  of 
the  evolution  theory,  the  American  species  has  a  pre- 
IUMNJU  tail  and  thus  has  many  advantages  over 

icross  the  water. 

Speaking  of  the  uses  to  which  the  early  planters  of  St. 
Kitts  put  the  ravagers  of  their  cane  fields,  the  monk 

*  used  to  descend  in  troops  and  eat  all  before  them, 
the  old  historian  narrates  how  tbe  planters  aforesaid 
applied  the  old  aphorism  ami  made  "  like  cure  1.- 
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lie  says:  "  Being  one  day  invited  to  dim  with  one  of 
the-  planters,  1  :ntu<l.  whtn  the  soup  wa>  brought 

to  the  table,  to  see  what  looked  like  an  infant's  skull 
bobbing  about  in  the  tureen.     I'.ut  1  was  assured  that  it 
was  not  that  at  all,  but  merely  the  skull  of  a  tnon 
which  had  been  deprived  of  skin  and  eyes  and  carefully 
cleaned." 

He  goes  on  to  say  that  lie  finally  overcame  his  repug- 
nance and  ate  with  gusto  of  the  savory  dish  before  him, 
which  could  not  have  been  surpassed.  Indeed,  he  took 
care  that  it  should  form  a  feature  of  his  repasts  while  in 
the  island,  for  the  worthy  father  was  a  great  gourmand. 
The  moral  of  which  is,  or  should  be:  When  monke\ 
soup  is  brought  before  you,  shut  your  eyes  and  ask  no 
questions. 

One  would  hardly  expect  to  find  in  two  small  islands 
like  St.  Kitts  and  Nevis,  which  together  cover  little  more 
than  one  hundred  square  miles,  names  that  have  become 
familiar  to  all  readers  of  American  and  Kii-JNi  history. 
As  St.  Kitts  was  the  mother  of  the  l-'.n^lish  o>l<>ni' 
this  part  of  the  West  Indies,  and  her  imn  nile 

soil  was  easy  of  cultivation,  many  sons  of  distinguished 
families  came  out  here  to  seek  their  fortr 

The  founder  of  the  colony  was  a  Sir  Knight,  as  is 
shown  by  his  quaint  epitaph,  which  is  still  to  be  seen  in 
an  ancient  cemetery  in  the  center  of  the  island: 

"An   Epitaph   upon  the  most   honourable    Noble  and 
much  Lamented  Gent  Sir  Thos.  Warner.  Kt..  I.u  ntmant 
General  of  Ye  Caribbee  Islands  and  Gov'r  of  ye  1*' 
of  St.  Christ,  Who  departed  this  Life  the  loth  < 
1648." 

The  colony  was  always  loyal  to  the  English  cro\ 
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of    so    many    "  grntU-im-n  "    having    been 

nnploxed   in   its   foundation  ;  luit   one  of  the  judges   who 

lie  death-warrant  of  (  harles  I.  somehow   found 

refuge  there.     In  the  possession  of  a  famih  «»f  planters 

is  a   silver   tankard.    inscrilx-d    with   the   initials   of   this 

N.  H."— his  name  was  ilutchingson— 

and  tlie  date.  1662. 

Another  family  holds  as  a  choice  relic  a  letter  from 
Robert  P.tirns.  written  almut  a  hundred  years  ago.  in 
which  the  Scottish  hard  gi  >idcrs  the  possibil 

of  bettering  his  condition  '  :iig  to  St.  Kittv     It  is 

a  credit  to  his  sense  and  his  lo\.dt\  that  he  should  1 

!  in  con  rile  Scotland,  for  there  is 

no  denying  the  fact  that  "  P.obby  "  was  inclined  to  a  land 
tlt.it  was  generous  and  w  here  good  liquors  were  to  be  had. 
The  liter  -.f  these  islands  arc  few  and  far 

and  they  .shine  rather  with  a  reflected  radiance 
than  with  an  original  luster  of  their  own.     This  may  par- 
ticular!) IK-  said  of  the  Island  of  Nevis,  separated  from  its 
mate  by  a  sea  channel  less  than  three  miles  wide.     The 
-vere  at  one  time  contiguous,  it  is  thought,  and  a 
tarinc  passage  exists  fmm  one  to  the  other.     This  is 
founded  upon  the  statement  of  the  monkey  hunters,  who 
declared  that  they  have  chased  troops  of  monkeys  to  a 
^'ion  on  either  side,  where  they  disappeared 
p  by  the  sea.     It  is  a  well-known  fact 
that  monke\s  are  never  numerous  on  both  islands  at  the 
same  time.  for.  while  they  are  ravaging  the  cacao  groves 
and  cane  island  those  of  the  other  are  usually 

exempt.  On  the  Nevis  side  of  the  channel,  under  tin- 
grassy  slopes  of  Hurricane  H  ill,  the  water  covers  the  site 
of  Jamestown,  the  sunken  city.  It  was  submerged  dur- 
ing a  hurricane,  like  Port  Royal  in  Jamaica,  and  for  more 
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than  a  century  thr  \\avrx  )u\> 

houses.     In  midchannel  rises  a  huge  rock  inhabited  only 

by  sea  l>inls  and  kimun  as  I'.iN.by  Inland. 

An  arrogant  young  barrister  bring  asked  by  a  certain 
judge  when-  he  practiced,  airily  replied:     "  <  >h.  between 
St.  Kilts  ami  Nevi-."    "  Ah."  said  the  judge,  "on  Booby 
1.  I  presume!  " 

Two  events  have  happened  in  %  'lich  will  cause 

the  island  to  be  kept  in  remembrance  for  many  years  to 
come.     Here   was  horn   the  great   American   states 
Alexander  Hamilton:  and  here  Britain's  peerless  seadog. 
Lord   Nelson,   fell  victim  to  a  widow's   wiles  and  was 
married. 

In  the  year  1782  Horatio  Nelson,  then  but  twenty-four 
-  old,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  one  of  his 
majesty's  ships  and  sent  to  New  York.     The  Commander- 
in-chief.    Admiral     Digby,    congratulated    him    on 
appointment  to  a  station  where  large  sums  of  prize  money 
were  to  be  obtained,   when   the   ynung   captain    replied: 
r:  but  I  prefer  the  West   Indies  as  the  station  of 
honor."     He  was,  though  unwittingly,  taken  at  ! 
and  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  the  best  people  of  those  hospitable  islands. 

Two  years  later,  having  made  several  voyages,  and 
acquired   the  confidence  of  his  s<  Nelson   was 

again  apjxmited  to  the  West   Indies,  as  a  command. 
the  twenty-eight-gun  frigate  the  "Ron 
Spithea.:  1784.     He  -viih  him 

the  rear  admiral  of  the  fleet.  Sir  Richard   Hughes,  and 

•id.  after  their  transfer,  assumed  chart;- 
the  s<|uadrMn  assembled  at  Nevis.     Thi<  island  was  thru 
a  prosperous  sugar-producing  colony  of  Great 

It  was  during  this  We-t  !'•  itfe  that  1 
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\\"ii  tlu-  fair  Widow  NisU-t.  relict  of  a  resident  -, 
uho  hail  practiced  in  NYvis.      1  'hex   \\i-re  married.  a>  the 
e  Church  affirms.  <m  the  I  itli  of  March. 
7.     The  marriage  register  is  still  in  evidence,  though 
the  leaves  of  the  old  book  are  tattered  and  worn,  and 
can  be  seen  by  visitors  to  the  Island  >.     The  entry 

is  as  foil* 

/7/J- 


That  is  all.  The  unknown  recorder  of  this  affair  could 
not  peer  into  the  future  and  jx-rceive  that  he  was  then  in 
the  presence  of  one  •  nd's  greatest  captains,  for 

the  young  man  had  not  then  \\oii  !  »ive  titles  of 

:he  Nile.  Duke  of  P.ronie.  etc.      He  was 
plain  Horati  I  ;  hut  doubtless  considered  a 

good  catch  1  Indian  v  little  mcar 

In  the  cemetery  attached  to  the  little  Figtree  Church 
are  sonic  very  interesting  epitaphs.  One  <»f  the  early 
ones  is  that  of  an  F.nglish  gentleman  who  died  while  on  a 
visit  to  the  i.sland.  as  >et  forth: 

"  Here  lycth  ye  Uxly  of  Mr.  Arthur  Ploncr.  of  yc  city  of  Bristol, 
who  departed  this  life  ye  151)1  of  May.  1702.  aged  38  years. 
••'  in  ye  grave  ye  \\itlowed  Carcasse  lyes, 

Hi>  Soul  is  h\!iiK  still;  \t  never  Dyes. 
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too  shall  one  •! 

As  from  dead  Winter  does  ye  VIK  ng; 

So  both.  .it  last  in  .! 

And  live  in  IMeasui-  i-  no  alloy." 

The  next  is  in  the  nature  of  an  advertisenui 
follows : 

(ere  lies  the  body  of  John  Muggins,  Esq..  who  died  6th  Dec, 
1824,  aged  58.  Not  many  years  before  his  death  he  became  pro- 
prietor of  the  neighboring  hot  springs,  over  which,  out  of  good 

will  towards  hi-  fellow    .  r  any   a«! 

his  own,  he  erected  md  at  a  short  distance  a 

large  and  expensive  stone  cdi  -xlation  <•: 

valids.    This  .stone  was  put  up  by  his  widow." 

The   sanitarium   so  ostentatiously    alluded   to   in    the 

.;»h  is  in  existence  \et.  hut  merely  as  a  mass  of  r 
The  good  intention  of  its  huilder  i 
the  hot  and  mineral  \\  uiish  f.»rtli  : 

natural  springs,  are  renowned   for  their  curative  prop- 
erties, yet  tht  iled  of  as  they  should  be.     The 
house   itself  is  occupied    by   some    wretched    famili< 
black  and  colored  people,  -who  li\  v  of 
squalor  and   misery.     I:rom   the   ruined   parajK-t   of   the 

• '.lated   structure  lies  outspread  a  beautiful   view  of 

ifl  :  the  mount.! 

land,  where  the  town  lit  s  hidden  in  cocoa  palms  and  with 
St.  Kitts.  blue  and  nn  nd— a  fair  picture,  in 

of  the  desolation. 

Immediately  In-low  are  the  baths,  in  the  open  air, 
beneath  date  palms  and  mango  trees,  with  a  tepid  stream 
running  from  them  to  the  sea.  Here  the  sound  of  blows 
attracts  attention,  and  soon  the  vi-  has 

invaded  the  sacred  :  of  the  wa-Oierwo- 

As  the  air  is  hot  and  the  watrr  is  \\.mii  tin-  \\omen  see 


a: 

v 
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no  n  ittire  i if  any  sort,  ami  most  of  them  are  in  a 

state  of  nudity.     There  arc  old  black  crones  and  young 
brown  matrons,  >li|»s  ,.f  maids  ami  skinny  pickanii 
hopping  about  ami  wading  in  the  water  like  so  many  black 
birds  in  the  Garden  of  1  den. 

On  a  hillside  slope  above  the  only  t«»\\n  in  Nevis  arc  to 
be  seen  the  ruins  of  a  once  magnificent  "  great  house," 
which  once  pertained  to  an  estate  of  vast  extent.  Around 
it  spreads  a  terraced  garden  tilled  with  the  remains  of 
stately  tropic  trees  and  ornamental  xhrubl»ery.  A  mag- 
nificent grove  of  mango  trees,  their  dense  crowns 
spangled  with  golden  fruit,  surrounds  the  mined  house 
and  garden,  isolating  them  completely.  Some  of  the 
mangos  climb  the  hill  and  enter  the  forest  which  runs 
down  from  the  mountain  and  thus  form  a  connecting  link 
between  the  different  kinds  of  vegetation. 

The  upper  cone  of  the  mountain  is  completely  encircled 
by  a  forest  of  great  trees,  composed  of  giant  gums,  silk- 
cottons,  mountain  palms,  and  matted  together  by  miles  of 
s  and  bush  ropes.     This  is  the  natural  home  of  the 
mor.  n  which  they  go  out  on  foraging  excursions 

to  the   deserted   plan:  The   nearest    living   nei-h- 

bors,    in    fact,    to    the    house    and    plantation    we    have 
described,  are  the  wild  nionke\>  of  the  northern  forest; 
and  yet  that  ruined  house,  so  desolate  and  fallen  to  de- 
•  "tinted  out  as  the  birthplace  of  Alexander  Ham- 

The  father  ,.f  Alexander  Hamilton  was  a  Scotch 
merchant,  who  had  married  a  young  French  woman,  and 
their  son  was  !*>rn  in  he  nth  of  January.  1757. 

Here  the  boy  lived  until  «  M.  when  he 

/.  whence  he  soon  made  li  the 

never  to  return  to  his  native  island. 
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There  is  probably  no  legend  of  the  Greek  mythology 

that  dies  harder  than  that  of  the  Amazonas  or  Amazons, 

fierce  fighting  women.  \\ho  have  held  man  at  bay  for  so 

many  centuries.     They  \\ere  located  in  various  parts  of 

i,  and  finally  in  Africa,  hut  long  after  t!  lliza- 

.tioii  of  the  myth  into  the  Grecian  stories  of  gods,  heroes, 

and  heroines,  the  tale  MIL  rather  reappeared,  in 

the  new  world. 

Columbus,  as  we  know,  when  seeking  a  passage  across 
to  Asia,  was  all  the  time  dwelling  uj>on  old-world  tradi- 
tions, and  had  in  mind  only  what  had  l>een  written  by 
voyagers  and  travelers  in  the  east.  In  the  Island  of  Cuba 
he  sought  the  court  of  the  Grand  Khan,  in  Haiti  the 
Cipango  of  Marco  Polo,  and  throughout  his  first  v<> 
to  America  looked  for  the  verification  of  Oriental  fables 
and  expected  at  every  turn  to  come  across  their  fabulous 
monsters. 

Near  the  termination  of  that  voyage,  when  in  the 
of  Samana,  on  the  north  coast  of  Santo  Domingo,  he 
heard  of  something  that  set  his  blood  tingling  and  caused 
him  to  shape  his  course  southward   instead  of  to\ 
Spain  and  the  home  port.     Some  of  the  In«' 
there  told  him  of  an  island  of  the  Caribbees  that 
inhabited  solely  by  women,  and,  taking  them  alxiai 
pilot  in  the  direction  they  indicated,  resolved 

to  add  the  discovery  and  conquest  of  the  Amazons  to  the 
fruits  of  that  memorable  voyage. 

The  prevailing  tra  r,  were  1 

isions  and  water  ran  short,  and  instead  he  turned 
about  and  bore  up  for  the  Azores  and  Spain,  taking  along 
with  him  the  unfortunate  Indi.v 

.t  he  clid  not  lose  si^ht  »i  t  arly 

a  year  later,  he  set  sail  fn»m  Cadi/  with  his  fleet  of  si 
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ships  and  caravels  he  was  so  far  influenced  by  the 
reports  of  Caribs  ami  A;  >  be  found  nearer  the 

equator  than  the  island  he  had  discovered  on  the  first 
voyage,   that    he    went   several   degrees   farther  to   t  lu- 
ll ward,  and  discovered  the  island  of  Mont>errat. 
When    a    successful    settlement    was    started    by    the 
,Iish  in  the  near  Mutid  ••!  Nevis,  .m  overflow  portion 
went  to  Monfsi-rrat.  allured  by  the  rich  lands  suitable  for 
ir  cultivation.      It  was  the  discontented  part  that  left 
>r    Montserrat.    and    com|>osed    mainl_v    of    Irish 
hoiks,     In  proof  of  this,  although  the  event  occurred 
as  far  back  as  1632,  may  be  jointed  out  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  present  inhabitants,  even  the  negroes.  sj>eak 
with  a  brogue,  having  an  llil>erniaii  accent  per- 
fectly delicious. 

told  of  a  modern  exile  from  Erin,  who  had  con- 
cluded to  seek  a  refuse  in  Montxcrrat.  that  as  the  ship 
he  v.  •  anchor  in  the  lurl>or  of  Plymouth,  the  only 

i  of  the  island,  he  leaned  over  the  rail  and  entered 
•i"!i  with  a  black  bumboatman.  who  came 
out  to  sell  his  provi-i-Mix. 

"  Say,  Cuffee.  phwat's  the  chance  for  a  lad  asho- 
"Good,  yer  honor,  if  ye'r  not  afraid  of  wurruk.      Hut 
me  name's  not  Cuffee.  an*,  plase  '.it  Mulvaney." 

"  Mulvane\  ?     And  do  \t-z  mean  to  say  \e'r  (  >irish?" 
"  Oi  do." 

lyfnul  us.    An*  how  long  have  yez  been 
out  h 

"   \  matter  uv  tiii  year  or  so." 

"Tin  \n'  \e/  1.'  e  hat!     May  the  divil 

fly  away  wid  me  if   1   iver  set   tut  on  this  ould  oisland. 
Save  me  sowl.  I  tuk  yez  fer  a  naygur!  " 

has  been  in  continuous  P.ritish  possession 
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e  1784,  and  until  about  fon  ts  people 

were  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  the  raising  of  sugar 
cane.    About  that  time  some  merchants  having  business 
with   the   island  conceived  the  idea  of  planting  a 
unprofitable  estates  that  had  come  into  their  posse 
\\ith  lime  trees. 

Over  in  the  adjacent  island  of  Dominica  a  resident 
physician  there,  Dr.  Imray,  had  made  the  experiment 
with  great  promise  of  success;  and  the  physical  character- 
istics of  both  islands  are  the  same.  Each  one  consists 
mainly  of  a  mass  of  mountains  thrown  up  from  the  sea, 
with  deep  gorges  running  up  into  the  central  range  and  a 
belt  of  exceedingly  fertile  soil  around  the  co 

Owing  to  the  restricted  area  of  soil  suitable  for  sugar 
plantations  they  had  long  since  ceased  to  pay,  one  after 
another  becoming  saddled  with  a  mortgage  that  the 
owner  could  not  raise,  and  falling  into  the  hands  of  Lon- 
don merchants  who  had  advanced  money  for  their 
working, 

The  taking  up  of  the  lime   ii.  little 

island  from  actual  distress,  and  to-day  a  single  firm  < 
more  than  600  acres,  and  exports  annually  100,000  gal- 
lons of  concentrated  lime  juice. 

When  I  was  in  Montscrrat  a  fe  ago  the  It 

planters  were  the  Sturges.  merchants  of  Quaker 

stock,  celebrated  for  their  philanthropy.  One  of  the  fam- 
ily. Joseph  Sturge,  \\.  nd  and  correspondent  for 
many  years  of  the  poet  Whitticr. 

Beautiful  Montserrat  is  associated  in  my  mind  with  the 

discovery  there  of  a  new  v  hird.     It  \\as  in  1880, 

on  my  second  trip  to  the  West  In  heard 

the  note  of  this  bird,  issuing   fr«»m   the  tree-ferns  of  a 

nc  near  the  Soufriere  summit.     My   ear   ! 
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trained  to  a  nicety  in  dr  t range  bird-calls,  and 

this  one,  I  knew  at  once,  I  had  never  heard  before. 
Carefully   parting  the  .vegetation   that   obscured  my 
n.  1  jK-i-ivd  into  the  ravine  and  there  saw  a  bird  in 
k  and  orange  plumage,  a  modest  imitation  of  our 
golden  oriole,  poised  upon  a  branch.     The  sad  sequel 
hat  I  shot  it.  and  ultimately  it  was  sent  to  Washing- 
ton, where  it  \\as  pronounced  absolutely  new  and  was 
named   after    its   discoverer.     The   genus   to   which    it 
belonged  1  kii.-v.n.  hut  not  the  species,  so  to  the 

generic  name.  Icterus,  was  affixed  my  own  as  the  specific 
appellation,  making  it  the  Icterus  Oberi,  by  which  it  is 
called  by  ornithologists  to-day,  after  having  existed 
unknown  and  unnamed  ever  since  the  world  and  all  living 
things  were  created. 


CHAPTER   XIX 
ANTIGUA,  BARBUDA,  AND  OTHER  ISLES 

Antigua,  capital  of  the  Leeward  Islands  —  Saint  John  ar. 

cathedral  —  The  valley  of  petrifactions  —  English  Harbor, 
a  forgotten  naval  station — Barbuda  and  its  history  —  The 
Codrington  game  preserve  —  An  island  «i  fame 

where  many  wrecks  have  taken  place  —  Wild  cattle,  fallow 
deer,    guinea-fowl,    pigeons,    and    doves  —  Buccaneer 
and  the  great  house  —  Two  whit<  and  eight  hun- 

dred negroes  —  Shooting  wild  guinea-birds  —  Feathered 
thunderbolts  —  Toothsome  pullets  with  tropic  concomitants 
—  Tramping  over  the  inland  —  The  parson  takes  the  author 
out  deer-hunting  —  The  trip  to  Bat  Cave  —  N  white- 

headed  pigeons  —  The  sea-grape   fruit  —  Shooting  birds  by 
moonlight —What  the  West  Indies  got  from  Africa  — Troll- 
ing for  kingfish  and  dolphins  —  The  beach  with 
carmine  —  Anguilla,     Sombrero,     Saint    Barts,    and     Saint 
Martins. 

FOR  governmental  purposes,  tlu-  P.ritish  island 
the  Caribbees  have  been  arbitrarily  divided   into 
the   "Leeward"   and    "Windward"  tin- 

former  lying  to  the  north  and  the  latter  to  the  south  of 
north  latitude  fifteen  from  the  ef|u.v 

The  seat  of  government  and  residence  of  the  governor- 
in-chicf  is   Antigua,   an   island  about   a   hundrc'' 
miles  in  area,  devoted  to  agriculture  in  general,  and  to 
sugar,  molasses,  and  ruin  in  particular.     It  can  boa- 
having  been  a  British  possession  for  27-  .md.  like 

Barbados,  has  never  been  anything  but  English 
was  first  settled. 
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It   was,  the  aboriginal  (  'arihs  said,  too  dr\    for  them. 
ha\in-  no  natural  spunks  an. I  .mil  it  has  j,r.  >xed 

much  better  for  tlu-  Uritish  planters;  but  they  have 
ith  more  than  praiseworthy  pertinacity,  ami 
tfl  capital  ami  only  t«>\\n  of  Saint  John  is  a  j 
of  some  attractions  ami  i  onse<|iicnce.    By  a  strange  mis- 
chance,  lioxxevcr.  tlu-   capital   has   been  lo.  the 
worst  sort  «.i  a  harbor;  while  tin-  «mly  K«M"'  natural  port 
in  the  islaml.  Mn^lish  Harbor.  >ri/i<l  IOIIL:  a^o  as  a  naval 

n,  has  hardly  more  than  a  single  inhabitant. 
1  \\isb   1  i-oiiM  i-oiivr\   to  tlu   reatli-r  an  t -\.u  t  rstinutr 
of  Antigua's  cliarnis;  but  that.  I    u-ar.  IN  impossible. 

intist    h.r.  ttC    thrill,   as   they 

;iu-  hospitable  sort.     The  islaix!  has  f,u   natural 

'•ut   there  is  a  womlerfnl   valley  of  pett 
lions  not  far  from  the  capital,  ami  at  the  ri^ht  season  the 
lagoons  ami  meailo\\s  affonl  tine  plover.  <luck,  ami  cur- 
leu  shooting  to  one  inclined  that  way.  \\bile  the  fields  and 

s  inviting — provided  water  enough 

fallen    from   the   clouds   to   make   them    green.      With   a 

•Iy   rolln  .  .  rarely  lising  into  hills,  and  with 

tne  in  cultivation,  dotted  with  mills 

and    ha!  Antigua    IN    lefreshing    t-  .is    a 

led  contrast  to  the  more  rugged  islainls  of  the  cl 
Idonot  Antigua  slightingly:  but.  taking 

.!   survey  of  its  attractions.  it  her.  lac'- 

them.— ther.  :   seem  t-»  be  enough  in  the  aggre- 

:       And  yet.  if  one  should  ^'o  t 

furnished  with  the  proper  's  to  some  member  «.i 

.   I   doubt  not  that  a  month  could  be 
.ibl\   indeed.     It  mav  be  my  misfortune 
perhaps  it  JN  nix  fault      t|,at  I  incline  more  to  the  ! 
knoun  islands,  and  those  seldom  visited,  shunni: 
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and  society  in  general,  and  "  taking  to  the  woods  "  when- 
ever opportunity  offers.      Hut    I    have  held,   for   many 
-.  and  hold  to  the  opinion  still,  that  the  out -of 

\\.-iy  places  are  the  best  worth  investigating  \<>w.  there 
is  an  island  about  thirty  miles  north  of  Antigua,  of  which 
it  is  a  dependency,  where  the  steamers  luh 

(except  they  run  against  some  one  of  its  numerous  reefs, 
and  then  they  remain  for  good  and  all)  and  where  the 
tourist  never  goes.     This  island  is  Barbuda,  about 
miles  long,  with  an  area  of  square  miles,  tin- 

greater  portion  covered  with  dense  forest  or  chaparral. 

About  thirty  years  after  the  planters  had 
Antigua  the   French  from   Martinique  combined  with  a 
band  of  Carib  Indians  to  ravage  the  island  with  fire  and 
id.  taking  away  all  the  negro  slaves  and  plundering 
the  \\hite  people  of  everything  they  possessed,  even  t»> 
the  clothing  on  their  backs  and  the  shoes  on  their 
For  several   years  after  this  event    the   Anti-nans 
unable  to  make  he.nl  against  their  many  calamities,  but 
about  the  year  1074  there  came  here,  from    harhados.  a 
!thy  and  honorable  gentleman  <>f  distinguished  family. 
Colonel  Codringtoii.  wlm  s<-t  an  example  t"  t! 
by   planting   the    waste    lands    will: 

later  made  captain-general  and  commander-in-chief  of  all 
the  Leeuard  Island-,  and  thus  was  the  first  «.f  a  lung  line 
of  sub-governors,  which  has  existed  to  the  present  time. 

To  Colonel  Codringt«»n   I  rming 

of  learning.  Codrington  College,  founded  by  him 
about  1710.  and  in  many  other  hi-  pub- 

lie  spirit  and  interest  in  tli« 

Colonel  Codrington.  it   sreins.  had  an  e\e  t"  p« 

:.mdixement.  and  rarl\  in  his  rule  ol 
of    the    ontUing    isl.u  nbuda.       It    was    n-.t 
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before  he  had  stm-ked  it  with  cattle,  sheep,  fallow  deer 

i   l-'.nijaml.  and  ^'iiim  c  may  safely 

say  that  the  island  was  made  a  game  preserve  more  than 
200  years  ago.  And,  as  those  cattle,  sheep  and  deer  soon 
ran  wild,  while  the  island  was  the  natural  home  of  doves, 
pigeons,  plover,  curlew  ami  many  other  birds,  it  goes 
without  saving  that  I'arbuda  l>ecame  so  well  stocked  that 

Ity  itself  would  not  scorn  to  own  it  and  to  shoot  there 
on  occasion. 

Some  negro  slaves  and  an  overseer  were  sent  over  at 
the  time  of  the  first  settlement,  and  they,  too  (at  least 
the  blacks),  obeyed  the  injunction  literally  to  increase 
and  multiply.  At  the  In-winning  of  this  century  there 
ro  residents  and  one  white ;  on  the  occasion 
of  P.  •  few  years  ago,  there  were  about  800  black 

Icnts  and  two  white  men. 

In  the  year  1813  the  British  man-of-war  "  Woolwich  " 
was  wrecked  at  Ilarhuda  in  a  furious  hurricane.  The 
officers  and  crew  escaped  to  the  island,  which  was 
described  by  the  captain,  who  wrote  that  it  had.  at  that 
I  blacks  resident  there,  and  one  white  man.  the 
overseer  or  lessee.  An  income  of  about  $35.000  was 
annually  derived  from  wrecks  and  sales  of  live  stock. 
Almost  the  entire  island  was  covered  with  wood  and  the 
k  ran  wild — reckoned  at  3000  cattle.  40.000  sheep, 
400  horses,  ami  300  deer.  Hull-hunting  was  a  sport  fre- 
quently indulged  in  with  blood-hounds  from  Puerto 
Rico.  By  means  of  cordons  of  negroes  vast  flock  - 
sheep  were  driven  upon  narrow  necks  of  enclosed  land 
between  arms  of  the  sea.  and  thus  easily  captured  when 
wanted  for  market.  The  wild  cattle,  when  caught,  were 

<1  to  the  horns  of  tame  oxen,  who  were  then  turned 
loose,  and  never  failed  eventually  to  conduct  them  to 
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IMlea-fowl.   r\ell    then.  .Mill] 

in  |  wild  «lurk.  plover,  and  snipe  in   ' 

Season.  liirlli--. I..M-S.     ,  ;.m,    Soil 

mentions  the  stone  castle,  built  by  tlu-  hu.  .\ho 

used  to  resort  here  as  a  rnid< . 
tin-  French  and  Knglish  of  St  kuts  al>oiit  1630. 

The  first  object  that  attracted  my  attention  as  tin-  little 
sloop  in  which  I  had  taken  passage  from  Antigua  an 
within  sight  of  Barbuda  was  a  quaint  old  martello  t< 
which  once  pertained  to  a  castle,  erected  by  the  br 
neers.     There  were  no  other  structures  of  note  in  sight, 
and  only  after  a  weary  walk  of  about  three  miles  w 
cheered  by  arriving  at   the  "great  house."  built   in  the 
flourishing  times  of  the  t'odringtons.     A  great   \\all 
accompanied  me  along  the  road,  broad-topped,  high 
deeply  basrd.  slewing  that  compulsory  lab' 
time  abundant. 

The    \\hite    gentlemen    residing    there    had    leaseil    the 
islainl  from  the  ( 'm\\  n  and  u  '-king   it   t'.r  all  it 

\\«»rth."  <  )iu-  ..f  them  was  a  clergvman  of  tlie 
Church  of  p'.iigland.  and  the  other  a  planter  bred  to  the 
raising  of  Kl|  and  the  lit  of  lab« 

both  together  made  a  \«  i\   siu vesxfn!  coiiilMiiation.      As 
the  "  j.a;  I  pledged  to  attend  to  the  spiritual  n. 

of  the  black   people  and  the  to  their  ph\ 

\\ants.    the    blacks    \\eiv    not    neglected.      They    wo: 
hard  in  the  field-  in  the  week,  under  t! 

the  superintendent,  and  on  the  seventh  attended 
at  the  chapel. 

As  the  island  had  been  without  m  ut^ide  for 

many  moons.  I   was  made  more  than 
mediately    m\    wants  were  made  known  I   was  funu 
with  a  horse,  a  sable  servant  and  dog.  \\\\«  nied 
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•  >MS  atield.     <  >ur  t  was  to  a  vast 

inclosure  where  I  In-  guinea- fo\\l  were  said  to  be  abun- 
dant, and  we  arrived  at  their  scratching  ground  about  nml- 
afternonn.  The  dog  put  up  a  tine  male  bird  and  I  let  go 
both  barrels  at  him  without  touching  a  feather.  It  was 
the  same  with  the  second  and  the  third  bird  that  got  up 
and  sailed  .tv..r.  into  the  dim  distance,  like  a  railroad 
train  making  up  for  lost  time. 

/led  and  ashamed  at  my  poor  shooting.  I  vowed 
that  the  next  iWk  I  saw  on  the  ground  should  not  be 
allowed  to  take  wing  \\ith--ut  a  pot  shot,  amwa\  ;  but 

i  then  there  was  somehow  a  discrepancy  between  my 
ant  .ind  realizations.  I  never  before  in  my  life 

saw  such  fa  "ti  the  wing  nor  such  rapid  ones 

afoot.  They  were  thoroughly  wild,  and  probably  had 
been  for  many  generations. 

At  last,  as  the  MIII  was  sinking  behind  the  sea-grapes 
on  the  shore,  we  approached  an  old  field  where,  my  guide 
said,  there  was  sure  to  be  a  Hock  "  dusting."  and  if  warily 
approached  could  be  taken  eaxih.  1  his  time,  as  the 

•tering  fowl  hurled  themselves  into  the  air.  I  caught 

of  them,  right  and  left,  by  firing  ahead  of  them  about 

half  a  rod,  it  seemed  to  me.     Anyway,  they  tumbled  end 

over  end.   and    I   was  rewarded    for   my   hours  of  toil 

beneath   the   ardent    rays  of  a   tropical   sun.     The   pair 

.;hed  seven  pound*,  and  that  night  we  had  the 
tenderer  of  the  two.  a  comely  pullet,  roasted  for  dinner 
It  was  brought  to  the  table  garnished  with  all  sorts  of 
good  things,  the  huge  platter  on  which  it  lay  U-ing  borne 
aloft  upon  the  head  of  a  grinning  cook  who  could  boast 
lineal  descent  from  tl  nrst  of  his  line  brought  to 

the  island  by  "  Massa  Codrington." 

it  was  toothsome — the  pullet— despite  the  haste 


312       OUR  WEST  INDIAN   NEIGHBORS 

with  which  it  had  been  divested  of  it>  feather^  and  driven 
direct  to  the  spit.  This  hurried  mode  of  pr«  was 

not  due  to  any  exigency  of  the  occasion,  but  to  the  culi- 
nary customs  of  the  tropics.  The  people  of  the  islands 
have  no  cold  storage,  hardly  u-m  refrigerators. 

The  journey  from  the  coop  or  fowl  yard  to  the  pot  or 
spit  is  only  delayed  long  enough  to  deprive  the  victim  of 
such  portion  of  its  tegumentary  covering  and  internal 
arrangements  as  are  considered  superfluous ;  and  the  hen, 
cock,  or  chicken  that  gazes  up  at  you  so  unsuspiciously 
as  you  arrive  at  the  great  house,  an  hour  or  so  later  ma\ 
be  reposing  on  a  platter  with  its  toes  turned  up  to  the 
ceiling-  The  smaller  i»\\ls.  particularly  ami 

chickens,  are  generally  roasted  with  their  feet  on,  and  as 
they  lie  on  their  backs  in  supplicatory  pose  they  present 
a  most  affecting  spectacle. 

After  a  refreshing  night  beneath  the  mosquito  curtains, 
at  dawn  next  morning  I  was  called  for  a  bath,  and  then, 
swallowing  a  biscuit  and  cup  of  strong  coffee,  was  off 
with  my  guide  for  the  deer  preserve.  Whatever  may  be 
the  heat  of  the  day  in  those  islands,  the  nights  and  e 
mornings  are  delightfully  cool;  so  ]>ed  through 

the  lanes  and  cross  the  fields  to  the  woods  as  vigoro 
as  though  taking  a  spin  in  the  north.    The  woods  were 
dense,  and  we  merely  skirted  their  borders,  keeping 
in  their  shadows,  for  at  that  hour  the  deer  would  be  feed- 
ing mostly  in  the  open  fields.     Finally  my  man  pointed 
eagerly  ahead  to  a  bunch  of  wild  cattle  grazim. 
about  300  yards  away,  and  exclaimed :    "  Look  « 
yander's  a  fine  buck,  ri^ht  close  t*  dat  ole  bull.     My  1 
what  ho'ns  he  got!"     Unfortunately  f-T  the  success  of 
my  plans,  the  cur  dog  with  us.  who  always  jogged  at  our 
heels  when  wanted  ahead  on  the  trail,  saw  or  sniffed  the 
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urn-  time,  ami  iinmediateK  straightened  out 
his  cr-».ked  legs  aiul  darted  oflf  in  the  direction  of  the 
herd,  \elpintf  iu  a  way  that  would  have  waked  the  dead. 
>  d«-er  in  possession  of  his  faculties  would 
wait  f..r  UN  after  that  rude  salutation,  and  there  was  a 
lightning-like  stani|>ede.  not  only  of  three  bucks  and 
does,  which  had  lieen  feeding  unobserved,  but  of  the  wild 

•  company  they  were. 

\\V  trained  all  that  morning,  saw  several  deer  at  a 
distance,  and  signs  of  an  innumerable  multitude;  hut  tin- 
only  real  satisfaction  I  experienced  was  when  William 
Jack,  my  guide,  after  a  hard  chase,  captured  and  "  lam- 
baste*! dawg  "  until  he  begged  for  mercy. 

Mr.  Hopkins  the  overseer,  as  we  sat  on  the  ve- 
la after  dinner:     "  Day  after  to-morrow  is  Sunday, 
and  the  I  have  off.    Just  keep  shy  of  the  parson 

and  I'll  {nit  you  up  to  a  bunch  of  deer  that  have  never 

-hot  at.     But  mum's  the  word,  my  boy." 
Said  the  parson,  as  he  lighted  me  to  my  room  that 
ft  got  my  sermon  finished  and  not  much  to 
do  to-morrow.     I'll  take  you  with  me  over  to  Bat  Cave, 
if  we  don't  gel  a  tine,  fat  buck,  going  or  coming  back, 
there  will  be  something  an 

When  the  overseer  saw  us  ambling  off.  "  an  hour  by 
."  on  Saturday  morning,  he  put  his  tongue  in  his 
k  and  nodded  significantly,  as  if  to  So  ho,  if 

j;o  with  the  parson  to-day  then  you'll  have  to  attend 
chajH-1  with  him  to-morrow."  But  he  took  it  good- 
naturedly. 

as  a  most  enjoyable  ride  we  had  along  the  shore 

to  Bat  Cave,  where  the  Caribs  once  encamped  and  left 

behind  their  stone  implements  of  warfare  as  tokens  of 

r  presence  here  in  the  distant  past.     Then  we  routed 
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an«l  followed  t'or  a  while  a  !l..rk  of  wild  sheep,  finally 
arriving  at  a  \>i^  in  tin-  corner  of  a  wall,  where 

tin-  shade  was  grateful  and  the  protection  coinpl< 

Directing  our  sable  attendant  to  take  the  horses  back  a 
bit  on  the  trail,  the  parson  told  me  to  creep  up  to  the  wall 
and  peep  through  a  chink  bet  \\een  the  stones,  at  the  same 
time  making  no  noise.  I  did  so.  \vonderingly  hut  still 
alert,  for  I  knew  there  must  be  method  in  his  proceedings, 
and  arded  by  seeing  something  that  caused  me  to 

tremble  and  clutch  my  gun  convulsively.  I  glanced  back 
at  my  friend  to  assure  myself  that  he  was  not  playing  a 
joke  on  me;  for,  there  in  front  of  me,  not  forty  yards 
away,  was  a  fallow  "  buck  complete  and  as  stately 

as  any  that  ever  coursed  through  at  -h  park. 

The  \\ind  was  from  him  to  us.  so  he  suspected  nothing, 
and.  with  the  suspicion  still  uj>on  me  that  the  parson  was 
putting  me  up  to  a  domesticated  «!<  '  ed  him  with 

my  eyes  if  I  should  shoot.     He  no  and  shoot  I 

did.  with  the  result  that  the  spare  horse  we  had  bro 
along — and  at  the  sight  of  which  Hopkins,  the  ovei 
had  laughed  himself  almost  ill— was  laden  with  the 
gest  buck  of  the  season  a  -irncd  homeward  that 

forenoon. 

Toothsome  venison  that  night  for  dinner,  together  with 
the  omnipresent  guitu-a-hird  and  concomit.v  opic 

vegetables  and  fruits,  made  a  f«  . .  the  re- 

membrance of  which  •   this  day  so  far  distant, 

causes  a  thrill  of  .  thinking  of  what  I  once  en- 

joyed, though  now  debarred.     And  the  next  day  not  only 
did  I  attend  chapel  (so  grateful  was  I  to  the  parson),  hut 
also  induced  the  overseer  to  go  with  me,  much  to  the 
of  our  clerical  friend,  who  was  nearly  overcome  b\ 
uniiMial  happening. 
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not  know  if  tin-  genial  overseer.  Mr.  Hopkins,  is 
yet  i  if  tin-  hoxpituhl.  -\!i«»  "  |>ut  me  on 

to"  the   fallow  deer   is  stdl  caring   for  tile  unregeiu 

•  tit  if  thi-\   arc  not.  doubtless  they  left  successors, 
will  accord  the  visitor  a  most   generous  rccep1 
One  thing  is  certain,  there  is  no  island  of  the  West  Indies 
U-tter  staked  \\itli  game  of  the  sort  I  have  mentioned 
than  this  ,,f  I'.arbuda. 

Along  with  the   r  hen  he  was  torn   from  his 

i  and  transported  to  the  West  Indies,  came 

some  products  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms  not 

enumerated  on  the  manifests — as,  for  instance,  a  stock 

of  sii|KTstitions   and    religious   customs   which 

have  develojxxl  into  the  serpent  sorcery  practiced  by  the 

of  Haiti  and  other  islands;    guinea-grass, 

guinea  corn,    and    finally    guinea-birds   or    i  1    of 

which  have  done  well  in  the  American  tropics. 

the  neu'  I  has  found  the  climate 

and  productions  of  the   southern   islands   just    suited   to 

its  v  is  nature,  and   in  certain 

terto   |\ioi.  Jamaica,  and  other  smaller 

.e  the  leading  game  bird  of  the  country. 

in  fact,  no  wild  feathered  game  to  rival  it.  either 

quality,  throughout  al!  the  \\'e<t  In 

-t  the  only  island  of  the  Caribltecs  out  of 
touch  with  steamers  and  civili/ation.  for  there  are  some 
much  larger  and  more  populous  to  the  west  ami  north- 

•.  like  Sombrero,  so-called  because  it  rescmbl* 
felt   hat  :   Anguilla.  the  salt   island  ;   Saint 

Barts.  \\hic!  ce  owned   by   France  and  Sweden 

conjoint ly.  but  n.-u  Mongs  to  the  latter  country,  th. 
the    inh  !1    sjK-ak    FnglMi :    and    Saint    Martin, 

\\hich.  though  only  thirtx  ,iare  miles  in  area,  is 
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divided  lulu  mi  tin-  l-'rench  and  the  Dutch.    <  »f  them  all, 
perhaps,  the  island  •  •!  Sail.-  -T  Bartholomew,  is  the 

kno\\n.  th.mj.jh  the  phosphate  .  . m  Sombrero 

have  made  it  somewhat  celebrated  :  for  Saint  1 
anciently  the  eastern  headquarters  of  the  buccaneers, 
especially  of  the  fierce  Montbars,  the  "  Kxtenninator," 
who  made  its  sheltered  and  beautiful  port  his  rendezvous. 
Along  with  'Statia  and  the  Dutch  islands  generally.  S 
Harts  became  the  resort  of  privateers,  as  it  had  been  of 
buccaneers  during  the  American  Revolution,  and  lost,  it 
is  said,  more  than  two  million  dollars'  worth  of  contraband 
goods  in  1782,  which  were  seized  by  Admiral  Rodney. 
The  island  is  practically  defunct  now,  having  lost  all  Imt 
its  prestige  and  its  natural  beauties  of  surface  and  shore, 
being  merely  a  dej>enclency  of  Guadeloupe. 

Saint  Martin  is  the  finest  of  the  group,  with  lofty  hills, 
and  one  mountain,  Paradise  Peak,  nearly  2000  feet  in 
height.  The  French  population  of  its  northern  half  r« 
in  or  near  the  quaint  old  town  of  Marigot,  while  the  Hol- 
landers occupy  the  port  of  Philipsburg,  on  the  south 
shore,  as  their  capital. 

These  islands  may  be  reached  by  sailing  vessels  from 
Antigua,  Guadeloupe,  or  Saint  Kit;-,  and  to  tin 
of  nature  and  man  have  much  to  offer  in  requital  for 
slight  discomforts  on  the  way  thither  and  on  shore. 
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A  "OUT  one-third  down   the  Caribbean   Chain  lies 
i.lcloupe.  the  largest    island  in   it.     Tin 
tance  from  Saha  t«»  (Grenada,  these  t\\..  inlands 
represent  ing  the  extremes  nf  the  chain,  is  jtist  six  degrees 
of  latitude,    (Juadcloupc  is  alxuit  the  same  distance  from 
Saba  as  it  is  from  its  sister  French  island  of  Martinique, 
or  nearly  100  mi!<  l>ados,  off  to  the  windwar 

about  as  far  from  Saint  Vincent  as  the  latter  is  from 
ada.  and  the  last  named  equally  distant  from  Tobago 
and  Trinidad. 

•  >vered  by  Columbus  in  November,  1493,  the  island 
called   by   the   natives  Turuqueira   was  named   by   him 
Guadalupe,   since   its  occupation   by   the    French   being 
kno\\n  as  ( '.nadeloupe.     For  a  while  after  the  voyagi 
Columbus  made  this   region   known,  the  Spaniards  had 


3i8       OUR  WEST  INDIAN  NEIGHBORS 

it   all   to  themselves:    but   about    thirty   years  after 
discovery    the    French   and    English    swarmed    into    tin- 
Caribbean  Sea,  and  began  to  squabble  over  the  islands 
as  if  they  alone  were  entitled  to  them  all.     French  cor- 
I  and  British  ;  made  the  ("aribbec  IsK-s  their 

rend  while   both   combined   to   plunder    Spanish 

galleons  coming  up  from  the  isthmus  of  Panama  laden 
with  silver. 

Of  the  score  of  islands  which  France  won  by  her 
tiled  with  her  colonies  hut  live  and  a  half 
iin  to  her  now.  within  the  confines  of  the  Caribbean 
The   five  are   Guadeloupe.    Martiniq-  :ade, 

Marie  ( Jalante.  the   Sainto.  and  a   moiety  of  the   ii 
niticant  island.  Saint   Martin.     Thousands  of  lives,  mill- 
ions of  treasure,   have  been  :n    acquiring    and 
defending  these  islands  of  the   \\Yst    Indies,   vet   t< 
not  niie  is  profitable  to  the  nation  o\\ning  it. 

<  >f  the  two  large  islands  owned  hy  l;rance  in  the  V. 
Indies    Guadeloupe    is    tli  r    in    area,    consi-' 

pro|>erly  of  two  islands— one  an  immense  mountain  • 
with  beautiful  valleys  and  forest -cove  red  hills,  an  r 
live  volcano,  hot  and  mineral  springs,  and  coffee  planta- 
tions !    from    the    mountainous    island    by    a 
sluggish  creek,  the  Rr  Ye.  running  through  man- 
grove swamps,  is  the  lowland  portion,  called  the  Grande 

.  ith  level  surface,  rich  soil,  and  plant 
ir-cane.  All  over  and  throughout  this  doul 
the  best  -  even  running  up  to  the  woods  that 

border  on  the  gloonn  f  the  quiescent  volcat 

Here,  as  well  as  in  tin-  lartiniqr 

be  noted  the  thrift  and  good  management  of  tli« 

••ntrastrd  with  the  shiftlrss  methods  of  the  Spanish 
formerlv    in    C'uha    and    Tin  r 
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French  go,  there  they  carry  with  them  good  roads  and 
generally  good  government.  We  may  truly  tenn  them 
the  Roman  road-builders  of  the  pn 

out  all  their  domains,  colonial  a^  \\  :incntal.  they 

;ruct   broad.   straight    big!'  :nooth   as   marble 

as  hard  as  iron.     The  writer  has  seen  them  in  these 

'1  as  in  Algiers,  on  the  borders  of  the  Sahara, 

their  Mn<*>th  surfaces  a  delight  to  the  eye  and  a  joy  to 

-I  over. 
Although  <  .uadeloupe  i>   l;rench  all  the  way  th: 

vh    tin-    !  sjN.kcn.   and   a    French   f>atois  the 

speerh  of  the  lowliest,  yet  there  are  comparatively  few  na- 
e  now  of  La  Belle  France.     In  the  matter  of  gov- 
ernment the  more  at  the  mercy  of  the  national 
in   than   at    fault   through   local   blunders.     That   is, 
-•  all   Frenchmen  JKTMSI  in  calling  their  compatr 
home  and  colonial,   "men   and   brothers."   it   has   finally 
come  to  pass  that  the  local  legislatures  and  assemblies  are 

the  blacks,  who  are  in  a  vast  n 

Their  prej>ondcrance  has  Ix'come  a  grave  problem,  in 
fact,  not  alone  in  the  French  islands,  hut  in  the  Fnglish. 
Dutch,  and  Danish.  Whatever  men  m..  the  con- 

trary, it  is  the  tendency  of  the  black  to  revert  to  primi- 

in  Haiti)  to  lapse  into  a  If 
of  semi-barbarism,  unless  held  in  check   1> 

Now,  this  is  not  a  theory,  but  a  very  serious  condition, 
and  it  c«  them  contin- 

ually, despite  the  fact  that  labored  hard  to  bring 

then  "lonial  dependencies  to  the  high  level 

he  home  count  lies,     h   js  ,,nly  by  the  most  earnest 
and  vk  that  t!  been  able  to 

keep  then    noses  abo\  is.   the) 
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have  been  forced  to  witness  a  constant  degeneration  of 
moral  tone  in  communities  and  a  persistent  deterioration 
in  realties. 

Their  only  salvation,  they  now  realize,  lies  in  main- 
taining the  integrity  of  apix>intments  by  the  home  gov- 
ernment as  checks  upon  the  extravagance  and  prospec- 
tive lawlessness  of  the  local  assemblies.  Thus,  the  head 
of  the  insular  government,  the  governor,  is  appointed 
from  France — invariably  a  white  man  of  high  standing — 
as  are  also  several  of  the  higher  officials.  Again,  to 
further  offset  the  possible  centralization  of  |*»\ver  in  tin- 
hands  of  the  island  police,  who  are  mainly  black  and 
colored,  in  each  important  center,  town,  or  villas 
quartered  a  squad  of  picked  gensdarmes.  recruited  in  the 
home  country. 

Respecting  the  French  colonial  system  as  applied  to 
the  West  Indian  islands,  an  American  resident  at  one 
time  in  (  madelmipc  wrote  me:  "  A  •.'em- 

inent primarily  intended  for  the  benefit  of  a  colony  will, 
if  persisted  in.  ultimately  result  in  good  for  both  colony 
and  mother  country :  but  no  system  which  is  liable  to 
tant  change,  and  which  is  consistent  only  in  seeking 
the  immediate  benefit  of  the  home  country,  can  i« 
otherwise  than  I  Kvery  new  Minister  of  Col- 

onies in  France  brings  to  his  work  the  sujvrb  courage  of 
utter    ignorance.      He    demolishes    the    half-comp 
labor  of  his  predecessor  and  leaves  hi>  <>\vn  niugh  foun- 
dations and  scaffoldings  to  be  < 

I  hey  all  alike  seek  to  make  something  out  of  the  col- 
ony merely,  ami  have  not  the  courage  to  work  on  broad, 
the  benefit  of  both  «•••!,, m  and  mother- 
land   in    the    future.       Tin-    In  this    nnfnrtr 
::ij'l\    pr»»vrs  this                                have  a  hordi 
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il  negroes,  drunk  \\itli  a  little  learning 
with  anger  against  the  ill-concealed  scorn  of  the  \\! 
hit  i«  nis  uiuler  a  false  equality  they  cannot  sustain,  blindly 
seeking  redress  in. in-  t'.-i   imaginary  than  real  evils,  and. 
African  like.  tin. ling  their  readiest  remedy  in  blood  ami 
fire  (as  in  Haiti).     They  have  sworn  to  drive  the  white 
man  hence— and  they  will  do  it  yet!     It  will  mean  ruin 
to  them;  hut   ihe\    cannot  see  that;  they   see  only   the 
immediate  d<  D  of  the  white  man's  property,  and 

himself,  also — if  possil 

is  evoked  1»\  the  fact  that  incendiary  fires 
in    Pointe   a    Pitre.   the    capital    <>f   <  iuadeloupe,   accom- 
the  blacks,  had  worked  ruin  and 
i  that  iit\.     Arson  and  pillage  are  not  r 
troubles  \\ith  \\hich  the  island  government  has  to  « 

.  for.  looking   hack   to  tm    first    visit   f,  (iuadeloupe. 

more  than  twent  re  this  letter  was  written. 

all  that  even  then  tin-  -ing  on.    And  yet,  on 

the  .nadeloupe  appears  to  be  the  best  governed 

and  most  refined  of  the  insular  colon 

hief  port  is  that  of  Pointe  a  Pitrc.  which  is  in 
the  <  irandc  I  crre  portion  of  the  double  island,  and  shel- 
tered, but  right  in  the  path  of  the  hurricanes;  so  that 
between  the  incendiaries  and  the  cyclones  the  "  Pointe  " 

considerably.      Writing   twenty-fix 

ago,  on  the  occasion  of  my  first  visit  there.  I  remarked: 
"The  loss  of  life  in  these  successive  «!•  >f  hurri- 

canes, earthquakes,  and  fi  Neen  fearful;  but  these 

courageous  Creoles  have  faith  in  the  future  of  they-  city. 
I  doubt   if  they  <>IKC  give  a  thought  to  the  mighty 
t  \\hich  the\  -  tiding— that  tin 

es    controlled    by    nature's    laws,    that    will 
pcratc  in  the  same  manner  and  place,  without 
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regard  to  the  little  doings  of  mankind."     The  -< -<|m -1  has 
proved  that  they  had  better  have  abandoned  their  badly- 
ited  capital  once  for  all,  especially  as  it  is  at  times 
fever-stricken,  and  always  plagued  with  mosquitoes. 

Then,  as  now,  Pointe  a  Pit  re  was  the  center  of  bn 
and  the  outlet  of  the  sugar  industry,  at  that  time 

tinj;  the  second  largest   "  uisine "  or  central   H 
factory  in  the  world.       The  Grande  Terre  portio: 
almost  entirely  level,  having  a  similar  geological  structure 
or    composition    to    Antigua,    but    being    more    fertile. 
There  are  miles  and  miles  of  sugar-cane  in  that  low-1 
portion  of  Guadeloupe,  and  nearest  to  it  lie  the  in 
diate  dependence  .de  and   Marie  Galante,  while 

the  Saintes  are  further  to  the  south. 

These  are  extremely  picturesque  islets,  being  el 
and  terraced,  some  of  them  having  thermal  springs,  and 
formerly    in    repute    as    watering-places.  ally, 

they  belong  to  the  most  interesting  <>f  the  Carib- 

bees,  for  they  were  among  the  first  of  any  discovered  by 
Columbus  on  his  second  voyage  in  1493,  an(l  sti" 
retain  the  name  he  1  upon  them,  changed 

from  the  Spanish  to  the  French,  like  the  gi 
which  they  are  dependent 

A  small  steamer  trips  over  to  the  islets  once  a  week, 
and   there   is   a   semi-weekly    local   connecting 
Pitrc    (through   the   Riviere   Salee)    with    Hasse   Terre, 
which  is  the  seat  of  government  and  capital, 
also  a  diligence  mute  along  the   ->  ithern  and  eastern 
•es  of  Guadeloupe  proper,  by  which  a  pleasant 
may  U-  -\veen  the  two  jxunts  in  about  « 

hours,  including  a  steam  launch  across  the  Cul  de  Sac  of 
I'Minte  a  Pitre. 

Basse  Terre  was   found   in    1703   1>\    that   good  old 
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prea  1  traveler,  Pcre  Labat.     He  was  known  as 

tlu-  "  bellicose  \\  bite  Father."  the  traditions  state,  because 
he  could  fight  as  well  as  preach.  The  town  is  full  of 
\\\^  monuments — such  as  the  hurricanes  have  spared 
— -chief  of  which  is  the  old  Basilique  of  Basse  Tcrre. 
Situated  on  an  open  roadstead,  Basse  Tcrre  has  not  the 
;es  of  the  1'ointe;  hut  it  is  better  worth  seeing. 
IK  ing  so  near  the  mountains  as  to  partake  of  their  attrac- 
tions. It  has  a  plaza,  in  the  center  of  which  is  a  fountain 
supplied  with  water  from  the  mountain  streams,  and  sur- 
rounding \\hich  are  substantial  houses  of  stone. 

As  the  heat  along  shore  is  always  intense,  and  particu- 
larly in  nur  summer  months,  all  the  white  people  who  can 
do  so  take  •  i  the  hills  and  mountains,  (iuad- 

l>e  has  a   vast   range   with   numerous   peaks   n 
above  two  or  three  thousand  feet,  while  its  chief  eleva- 
mo  or  Sou f Here,  is  about  5000  feet.    Good 
roads  lead  into  the  hills  and  all  the  summits  are  more  or 
less  accessible,  especially  the  cone  of  the  volcano. 

During  my  first  visit  here  I  hunted  in  the  hills  and 
scaled  the  Soufrierc,  sought  out  the  beautiful  watt  r- 

.  and  bathed  in  the  tepid  streams;  so  I  may  be 
allowed  to  speak  as  if  "  by  the  card  "  of  Guadeloupe's 

>us  attractions.  My  first  venture  was  at  a  little 
mountain  hamlet  overlooking  the  Caribbean  Sea  called 

•uba.  where  for  ten  days  I  roamed  the  hills  and 
valleys  in  quest  of  birds.  learning  that  there  was  a 
gentleman  who  spoke  English  in  the  neighboring  com- 
mune— of  which  he  was  the  mayor,  in  fact — I  one  day 

led    my    way    thither,    to   be   greeted    cordialh 
M'T  ;it-Felix  ('nlardeau.  a  graduate  nf  Vale. 

ha«l  ears  in  the  Northern  States.     1 ! 

\i\X  fallen  heir  to  a  beautiful  coffee  estate  amid  the  foot- 
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hills  of  the  Soufriere,  he  had  abandoned  his  practice  of 
ine  and  settled  down  to  a  life  of  seclusion. 

Though  a  perfect  stranger  to  him,  he  insisted  that  I 
should  take  up  my  abode  with  him  until  I  had  secured 
the  birds  I  wanted  and  explored  the  volcano.     Th 
did,  of  course,  and  am  indebted  to  my  good  frkn< 
many  an  hour  filled  with  information  respecting  things 
new  and  strange  to  me  then.  .  A  dozen  years  lat 
I    revisited   the   island,   M.   Colardeau,   who   was   then 
director  of  the  Jardine  des  Plantes.  introduced  me  offici- 
ally to  the  Governor,  M.  Nouet,  who  invited  me  to  spend 
ck  or  so  at  his  "  hotel  "  at  Camp  Jacob. 

The  Governor's  country  seat  in  the  mountains  wn 
the  vicinity  of  M.  Colardeau'*  eM.r  I  had  passed 

so  many  happy  hours,  and  whence  I  had  made  r 
of  the  Soufriere.     There  were  at  that  time  more  tl, 
thousand  cott  <  madelou|H-.  all.  of  cours< 

the  mountainous  island,  and  the  air  was  fragrant  with 
coffee  blossoms,  the  hillsides  covered   with   plantar 
Governor    Nouet    had    opened    trails    and    bridle-paths 
through  the  "  high-woods,"  as  • 

are  called,  to  the  hot  springs  and  baths  then  ded. 

One  of  these  is  known  as  the  I'.ain  Jamie,  probably  so 
called  from  the  color  of  r,  wind  d  as 

well  as  impregnated  with  sulphur. 

This  bath  is  near  the  skirts  of  the  woods  that  cover 
a  shoulder  of  the  Soufriere,  above  which  is  barren 
and  desolation.    As  the  Governor  and  1  were  taking  a 
dip  in  it  one  day.  and  he  \\a*  telling  me  "f  the  U\u: 
the  frnis  above  on  the  trail  t<>  tl;  him 

if  tl:  Mnt   of  tl 

which   would   inform  me  as  to  its  salient    fc  it  1 

recall  that  his  eyes  twinkled,  while  mine  dilated,  a 


Cascade  in  thf  Jar  Jin  dts  Pi 


Gt'MH  !.«  '11'!     \\I)  Till-.  DIAT.LoTIX 


that  the  first  description  he  had  ever  read,  and 
which  inspired  him  with  a  desire  to  achieve  the  ascent 
of  the  volcano,  was  one  written  by  myself! 

Of  a  truth.  I  had  forgotten  it.  and  was  going  to 
"  tackle  "  that  volcano  as  if  it  were  something  I  had  never 
seen.  But,  as  the  Governor  reminded  me  of  different 
passages  in  my  description  of  the  ascent,  it  all  came  back 
to  me.  I  recalled  the  kindness  of  good  Madame  Col- 
ardeau.  \\lio  provided  me  with  a  knapsack  full  of  cooked 
prov  -.-I  the  thought  fulness  of  her  husband  (dead, 

now,  and  gone  to  heaven,  rest  his  soul!),  who  furnished 
an  Indian  coolie  as  a  guide. 

What  joy  was  mine  as  I  plunged  into  the  fresh,  dank 
vegetation  of  the  lu-li  \\.xnls  and  essayed  the  climb  up 
the  heights  lx-\ond!  Th  the  mighty  gommier 

trees,  with  broad  buttresses  twenty  feet  across,  and  leafy 
crowns  that  merged  in  the  common  canopy  a  hundrc4 
feet  above  my  head.  And  the  lianas,  the  vines  and  bush- 
ropes,  which  descended  to  earth  as  if  dropped  down  from 
the  skies,  were,  some  of  them,  as  large  as  hawsers  and 
cables,  and  adorned  with  a  world  of  aerial  blosso: 

Reaching  a  stream  the  waters  of  which  were  warm,  I 

••d  it  to  its  source  in  a  spring  that  gushed  from  under 

the  hill,  coming  straight  from  Nature's  arcanum  in  the 

heart  of  the  volcano.     I  followed  it  up,  finally  striking  the 

trail  to  the  crater-cone,  my  guide  going  ahead  and  tunnel- 

out  a  path  through  the  ferns  with  his  machete.    For 

hours,  it  seemed  to  me,  we  burrowed  through  the  dank, 

dwarfed  growth,  then  suddenly  daylight  looked  in  and  I 

saw  before  me  the  cone  of   the    volcano.     Imagine,   I 

v  at  the  time,  an  immense  pyramid  truncated  by  some 

internal  fojre.  that  has  rent  its  sides  at  the  same  time. 

leaving  the  summit-plane  around  strewn  with  huge  rocks, 
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and  a  mighty  chasm  where  'twas  reft  in  twain,  and  you 
have  the  Soufriere  of  Guadeloupe  to-day. 

That  "to-day"  is  now  I  quarter-century 

gone;   but,   so   far   as    I    can   ascertain,    the   crater   is 
unchanged.     Ka\ :  i  the  cone  in  « 

direction,  some  spanned  by  bridges  of  natural  rock ;  but 
that  to  which  I  constantly  recurred  was  the  great  central 
gorge,  with  its  wicked-looking  throat,  from  which  there 
have  been  only  two  eruptions  recorded  within  little  more 
than  a  century:  one  in  1797,  and  another  in  1815. 
Doubtless  it  may  again  act  as  the  vent  for  the  internal 
ebullitions  of  mother  earth— as  I  wrote  at  the  time  in  my 
journal — but  during  the  eruptions  of  Pelee  and  tin- 
S«  .u frit-TV  of  Saint  Vincent,  in  May.  icjo.2.  the  (iaudeloupe 
giant  held  its  peace.  I  have  since  climbed  Popocatepetl. 
in  Mexico,  and  also  nearly  all  the  volcanoes  of  the 
ribbees;  but  over  no  ascent  was  I  so  elated  as  on  this 
occasion — probably  because  it  was  my  first  one. 

How  the  solfataras  puffed  and  snorted,  the  sulphur 
crystals  gleamed,  the  blasts  of  hot  air  smote  my  face,  as 
I  rambled  over  the  area  of  desolation  within  the  crater  1 
When  the  mist  lifted,  at  inter.  night  glimpses  of 

the  forests  down  below  in  which,  more  than  four  hundred 
s  before,  some  of  the  company  with  Columbus  were 
l«»st.  It  was  still  a  sloping  plain  of  verdure,  almost  as 
unbroken  and  imjK-netrahle  as  in  the  !. 
fifteenth  century,  when  it  resounded  to  the  blare  of  trum- 
pets and  firing  of  arquebuses. 

Below  me  lay  the  Saintes.  a  cluster  of  islets,  seemingly 

close  to  the  cliffs  of  the  volcano,  discovered  and  named  by 

All-Sain1  i  ;o.v     Northeast  from  me 

the  first  island  he  sighted  on  that  se 

voyage,    and    almost    due    south   again    rose    dear   old 
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Dominica,  tin-  island  of  Sal»l»;uli  Day.  which  \\as  the  next 
t«»  i^tt  rt   his  \ixJMii.      1-Te  the  curtains  of  mist  tire. 
•her  ami   c.  nnK nsrd   int«>  rain,   which   \vas   late   in  the 
m.M.n.  I  hail  penetrated  ti.  i  the 

M|\  in  im  pursuit  of  old  Vulcan,  hut  in  search 
i  hinl  which,  according  to  tradition,  used  to  ha\ 
haunt «.  lu-n-.      Its    liu--st,,r\     '  k    in    the 

rnti-i-nth  i-riitury.  and  \\a>  first  told  t,i  the  pulilic  at 
lar^c-  hy  the  jol!  .n»^  pn.  -.rant 

r  \\ithal.  who  jounuM-d  through  the  \ 
Indii-s  more  than  t\\o  humlreil  years  ago. 

1    ha\e    Ins    hook    hefore    me   as    I    write:      "  \- 
Voyage  aux  Isles  tie  r.\meri«|ne."  |itil>lished   17.'.'.  and 

x\ith  interesting  facts.    Atul 

the  goocl  old  IVre  i  \\hniii   I   have  alwa\s  loved,  though 

in  the  Hesh).  amon^  «»lhcr  adventures. 

ts  a  di  tailed  account  of  hi>  <|iu-st  for  the  mysterious 

/>M/'/I'//II.  «»r  "  Little  Devil."  a  hird  that  lived  in  the 

s  pf  the  Caribbean   volcanoes,  and   went   forth  only 

nijjit — which  devil-hird   I   thought   prohahly  identical 

with  the  "  \edrigo"  of  Saba.  or  related  t<>  it.  at  least 

gen  That  it  was  not  does  not  prove  anything. 

for    I    went    in    search    of    it.   just    tin-    ^mic.    alMUit    one 

hundred   and   cijjit)  ter  old    I-ahat.  and   in  the 

same  locali! 

The  hird  had  been  <li  hy  another  prie-1 

1'ere    du    Tertre.   alxiut    1640.  and    he    hail    left    Mich   an 

the   delicacy   of  its   tlexli    that 

Lahat  must  fain  go  also  in  ijuest  of  it.    And  he  found  it. 
to<>  ts  flesh,  which  he  proaoanG  :lne — 

tluui^h  sav-  -ewhat  of  fish— which  is  not  to  be 

Yred  at.  ti  sole  Sill 

>me  journey  up  the  sides  of  this  very 


328       OUR  WEST  INDIAN   NEIGI 

Soufricre  of  Guadeloupe,  Pere  Labat  arrived  at  the 
crater-brim,  where  the  devil-birds  lived.  The  first  day 
he  and  his  chasseurs  obtained  fifteen,  which  they  killed 
and  cooked  on  the  spot  They  camped  over  night  in  the 
crater,  \\hcre  the  hunters  built  a  frail  shelter  for  the 
priest;  but  the  latter  could  not  sleep,  on  account  of  th«- 
great  noise  made  by  the  Diablotins.  as  they  went  out  to 
sea  and  returned  in  the  darkness.  The  next  day  I  .a hat 
and  his  black  hunters  caught  150  devil-birds,  and  ate 
their  fill  before  descending  the  volcano  to  the  settlement 
at  Basse  Terre. 

My  first  hunt  for  the  bird  was  in  the  island  of 
Dominica,  which  has  a  mountain  about  5000  feet  in 
height ;  but  I  did  not  find  it,  because,  as  I  was  told,  it  had 
been  exterminated  by  the  manacou,  a  native  'possum, 
which  had  sought  it  out  in  its  holes  and  devoured  its 
eggs.  Neither  was  I  successful  in  Guadeloupe;  though  I 
had  hoped  the  bird  I  found  in  Saba,  another  volcanic 
island,  might  prove  to  be  the  veritable  Diablotin. 

The  bird  I  never  saw — or,  at  least,  never  knew  it  if  I 
saw  it — was  the  impelling  motive  for  many  a  hard  climb 
up  the  st  <>f  those  Caribbean  volcanoes,  and  in  my 

search  I  ascended  them  all.  from  isolated  Saba  in  the 
north  to  the  Soufrieres  of  Saint   Vim  ml  and  (la- 
in the  south.     I  passed  a  night  one  time  on  the  brim  of 
Saint   Eustatia's   perfect   crater-cone    (as   I  nar- 

rated) for  the  sole  purpose  of  observing  the  noctir 
sounds,  and  if  possible  scenes,  as  I  lay  there  wrapped  in 
my  blanket,  with  the  fierce  winds  whistling  around  me. 
I  thought  I  heard  the  voice  of  the  Little  Devil,  in  th< 
above  me,  and  anxiously  peered  into  the  darkness,  gun 
a-poise ;  but  no  form  of  bird  rewarded  my  vigil,  and  in 
the  morning  I  returned  empty -handed  to  the  coa>t. 


CHAPTER  XXI 
DOMINICA,  AN  ISLAND  OF  WONDERS 

The  largest  island  of  the  Caribbces  —  Mentioned  in  the  "  World 
of  Wonders "—  Things  that  make  Dominica  fascinating  — 
An  island  beautiful— My  hr>t  glimpse  df  it  —  Its  fatal  gift 
—  What  Anthony  Trollope  said  about  it  —  How  he  spurred 
me  to  exploration  —  Roseau  the  island's  capital  —  Former 
1  >minica  — The  foremost  scientist  in  the  Lesser 
Antilles  —  Wooing  Dame  Nature  in  the  woods  —  Zizi.  my 
mountaineer  guide  —  Iguanas,  trembleurs.  mountain  uhis- 
tiers,  and  humming  birds  — The  sunset  bird,  which  received 
my  name  in  "  h«>«  Latin  "  — Anecdote  of  Lucy  Larcom  and 
Whittier  —  The  region  of  the  Boiling  Lake  —  When  r 
discovered,  and  when  first  photographed  —  An  ajoupa  in  the 
wilderness  — Taking  an  old-time  photograph  —  The  ftlil 
soufritre  —  Hot  streams,  cold  streams,  and  boiling  springs  — 
First  glimpse  of  the  Boiling  Lake  —  The  rent  in  the  wall 
through  which  Martinique  was  visible  — The  tragedy  in 
Don  months  before  the  eruption  of  Mont  Pelee — 

A  night  march  with  corpses  through  the  forest  —  The  guide 
who  was  scalded  to  death  —  Boiling  eggs  and  yams  in  tin- 
hot  springs. 

DDMINICA,  largest  and  loftiest    of  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  is  only  thirty  miles  in  length  by  fifteen 
in   breadth,       '    contains  within   its  confines  so 
many  natural   attractions   as  to  have  received   merited 
mention  in  an   English  publication  called  the  *'  World 
of  Wonders."     Its  wondcr-in-chief  is  a  geyser  in   the 
mountains  known  as  the  Boiling  Lake;  but  the  moun- 
>  themselves,  with  their  tarns  embedded  in  tropical 
vegetation  more  t!..m  t\\<>  thousand  feet  above  the  sea; 
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the  cascades  and  waterfalls  that  gleam  again>t  their 
walls  of  rock;  the  forest -covered  tnorncs  ami  vine-hung 
:  pices;  tlu-  Kdenk-  vales  filled  with  lime-trees  and 
fringed  with  cocoa  palms,  and  the  rivers  that  flow  through 
them  and  mingle  their  sparkling  waters  with  the  foaming 
surf  on  silver-sanded  loaches — all  these  combine  to  make 
Dominica  fascinating. 

In  my  mind,  for  many  years.  Dominica  has  been  mir- 
rored, pictured,  as  the  ideal  "island  beautiful,"  because, 
in  days  when  I  was  younger.  I  made  within  its  forests 
my  first  camp  in  region  purely  tropical.  Sailing  out  of 
the  ill-fated  port  of  Saint  Pierre,  Martinique,  one 
evening  of  a  December  long  ago,  with  a  fair  land-breeze 
from  the  mountains  and  a  smart  gale  drawing  through 
the  channel  between  the  islands,  the  drogher  I  had  taken 
passage  in  arrived  off  the  southern  end  of  Dominica  at 
midnight.  Then  the  wind  died  away,  being  cut  off  by 
the  mountains,  and  for  twenty  hours  we  drifted  hither 
and  thither  on  a  glassy  sea. 

During  those  twenty  hours  I  had  ample  opportunity 
to  study  the  contours  of  the  island,  from  curving  shore 
to  central  Cordillera,  and  to  watch  the  changes  that  came 
over  it  as  the  sun  dissipated  the  mists  around  its  peaks 
and  in  its  valleys.  Tin-  hill  summits  were  blue 
purple  in  distance,  within  them  a  cordon  of  lower  eleva- 
tions, guarding  valleys  deep  and  dark,  with  a  planter's 
house  here  and  there  gleaming  white,  a  palm-bordered 
beach  curving  U-t \\een  frowning  promontories.  Domin- 
one  writer  has  said,  possesses  the  "  :  t  of 

beauty,"  meaning,   I   suppose,  that  she  has  too  many 
charms  to  be  useful ;   but  this  is  not  quite  true.     \\ 
her  mountains  are  lofty,  her  valleys  traversed  by  swift 
and   turbulent    rivers   that   often  overflow    their   ba: 
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and  while  miles  and  miles  oi  cover  the  hills,  she 

has  yet  many  thousand  acres  of  level,  fertile  soil,  much 
of  which  has  been  brought  under  cultivation 

has  entered,  her  residents  say.  \\\>on  a  career  of 
prosperity   long-delayed,  but  now  in  sight,  despite  her 
d  gift  of  bear 

Some  time  before  I  first  visited  Dominica  I  read  the 
work  of  Anthony  Trollope  on  the  West  Indies,  and  was 
so  much  impressed  by  something  which  he  said  could  not 
be  done  that  1  straightway  attempted  it. 

"  To  my  mind."  he  said.  "  Dominica,  as  seen  from  the 
sea,  is  by  far  the  most  picturesque  of  all  these  islands. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  hard  to  beat  it  either  in  color  or 
grouping.  It  fills  one  with  an  ardent  desire  to  be  off 
and  rambling  among  these  mountains — as  if  one  could 
ramble  through  such  wild  bush  country,  or  ramble  at 
all  with  the  thermometer  at  eighty-five  degrees.  But 
when  one  has  only  to  think  of  such  things,  without  any 
idea  of  doing  them,  neither  the  bushes  nor  the  ther- 
mometer are  considered/* 

I  not  only  thought  of  "  such  things  " — as,  for  instance, 
camping  out  in  the  mountains  and  rambling  through  the 
—but,  after  living  a  while  in  the  coast  town  of 
Roseau,  just  long  enough  to  get  acquainted  and  take  my 
bearings,  I  hied  myself  to  those  same  mountains  which 
Mr.  Trollope  intimated  were  to  be  classed  as  among  the 
impossibles. 

Roseau,  the  reader  must  know,  is  a  little  dead-and- 
alive  town,  lying  along  the  shore  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  from  which  it  derives  its  name.  It  is  exceedingly 
picturesque,  but  still  is  not  overwhelmingly  attractive  as 
a  place  of  residence ;  though  I  am  acquainted  with  some 
very  worthy  people  who  have  resided  there  for  more 
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than  tin-  average  span  of  life.  All  were  frundK  to  the 
young  naturalist  who  came  to  them  a  stranger,  all  assisted 
me  to  achieve  my  ambition,  \\hid.  go  camping 

in  the  high-woods ;  but  particularly  was  I  indebted  to  a 
young  physician  \\lio  hail  then  Imt  recently  come  out  from 
England  as  assistant  to  Doctor  Imray.  He  had  been 
there  three  or  four  years  at  the  time  of  our  first  mee; 
and,  except  for  intervals  of  vacation  now  and  then,  he 
has  lived  there  ever  since,  or  nearly  thirty  years  in  all. 
Moreover,  he  has  pursued  as  active  a  career  as  most  of 
his  confreres  in  teinjxTate  climates  can  boast,  working 
night  and  day  at  his  profession  and  at  scientific  research. 
Since  I  shall  not  directly  mention  his  name,  I  may 
that  he  is  recognized  as  th«  -t  botanist  and  medical 

authority  in  the  West   Indies,  and  that  his  attain: 
brought  him  an  honorary  title  from  the  British  Crov 
few  years  ago. 

With  that  we  have  nothing  to  do,  of  course,  except 
that  it  is  an  indication  of  the  great  work  this  ; 
has  performed,  and  in  an  enervating  tropical  clir 
that   it    should    have   attracted    attention    at    the    I'.i; 
court.     His  predecessor,  Dr.  Imray,  was  for  many  years 
a  friend  and  correspondent  of  that  famous  botanist. 
Joseph   Hooker,  and  he  has  followed   in  his   footsteps, 
having    n«  «t    only   a   p<  jiiaintanre    \\itli    the    West 

Indian  flora,  but  a  practical  knowledge  of  tropical  :. 
culture,  on  which  as  a  topic  he  has  written  an  ant 
t alive  work  of  surpassing  value. 

II.  rted  out  to  give  little  Roseau  a  first-class 

"ill.  I  must  n.«t  omit  mention  of  its  Sir 

.  at  the  foot  of  a  glorious  morne,  its  gov 
house,  botanical  K  mum  it  here 

so  much  has  been  done  toward  in 
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culture),  its  library,  and   its  picturesqueness.     Now  let 
us  hasten  to  the  woods  and  mountains;    for  towns  are 

!  the  world  over,  attractive  according  to  the  i 
in    which   man   has   fitted   them   to   their   environ- 
ments ;  while  the  hills  and  forests — are  they  not  of  God? 
For   the   blessed   privilege   of   living   many   months    in 
communion  with  nature  in  her  most  lovable  moods  and 
most  beautiful  garli*.  I  have  alwa\s  felt  grateful  to  my 
i  tor,  who  directed  my  wandering  footsteps  toward  this 
inland  of  Dominica. 

Through  my  friend  in  Roseau  I  secured  a  guide  to 

the  mountains  that  formed  the  central  system  of  Domin- 

tin.  and   from  one  of  the  mountaineers,   when 

arrived    at    the    little   hamlet    in   the    forest    clearing.    I 

secured  a  cabin,  where   I   lived   for  several  weeks  in  a 

sense  isolated   from  my  kind.     This  hamlet  was  called 

I.audat.  and  was  at  that  time  forest-surrounded,  within 

•  of  the  sea,  but  hidden  from  the  distant  town,  and 

thousand    feet   above   the  Caribbean   at    its   level. 

Here,   let   me   remark,   instead   of   rising  to  eighty-five 

degrees,  as   Mr.  Trollope  suggested,  the   thennon 

rarely    indicated   more   tli  I 

know,  because  I  had  one  hanging  in  my  hut  for  months, 

and  frequently  referred  to  it. 

e  mountaineers  are  colored  people,  bronzed  as 
to  complexion,  and  very  much  mixed  up  as  to  ancestry, 
in  their  veins  the  blood  of  three  races  mingling — that 
of  the  French,  the  African,  and  the  Carib  Indian.  They 

i    the   inlanders    in    Knglish 
lint   I.uci.  M   as   in    French    ' 

Unique    and    <  madelou|»e.        V  faithful,    honest. 

untiringlN    /ealous  in  men  are  un- 

surpassed.    The  embodiment  of  all  the  servingman's  vir- 
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tues  was  old  Jean  P.aptiste.  of  whom  I  hired  the  cabin, 
and  who,  a  few  years  after,  lost  his  liiV  by  venturing  too 
near  that  devil's  caldron,  the  1  !  .akc.  /.izi.  as  he 

was  called  at  home,  had  an  overwhelming  regard  for  the 
white  man — the  white  man  whom  he  could  respect — 
he  said,  was  next  to  the  Bon  Dicu.    "  White  man  he 
next  to  God ;    I  tank  ze  Bon  Dicu  eef  I  can  spcks  ze 
Eengleesh." 

To  the  worthy  Zizi  I  was  indebted  for  my  first 
of  iguana,  the  arboreal  lizard  which  looks  like  an  alligator 
with  a  serrated  back  and  whip-tail.     The  fles1 
always  good,  but  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  \vlui 
iguana  comes  out  of  its  dens  and  feeds  on  grass  and 
leaves  c:  tender,  white,  fit  for  any  table. 

'/.\7\  and  a  small  host  of  half-naked  urchins,  animated 
How-bronze   in    hue,    were    n  i    to 

haunts  of  bird  and  beast.     They  showed  me  where  the 
delicious     mountain     crabs     and     cra\li«di     lurked,     the 
quaint  "  trembleurs."  or  birds  with  (juiveru 
their    nests;    the    "  sinMcur    montagne,"    or    mountain 
whistler,   trilled   its  melodious   songs,   in   organ   n< 
and  above  all.  where   the  brilliant   hummr 
ported,  lighting  the  somber  forests  with  their  gem-like 
plumage. 

The  primeval  state  in  which  this  forest  wild< 
existed  may  lx?  understood  when   I   state  that    I   see- 
here  six  or  eight  new  birds,  which  had  never  been 
even  by  naturalists  In-fore,  and  among  them  on 
had  the  reputation  of  Ix-ini;  a  "  jomhie  "  bird  or  sort  of 
feathered  spirit.      It  was  also  know  •  her. 

the  "  suiiM-t  bird  e  it   uttered   i' 

MIII  went  doun  at  uii;ht.  This  bird,  which  I  captured 
by  the  aid  of  my  boys  (who  were  in  a  state  of 


The  Moiling  Lake  of  Dominica. 
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i    when    I    <li<!    it.    fearing    gh«»xily    ven.  was 

named  after  nir.  tlu-  Mytan'hns  O/vn.  making  the  second 
species  to  which  my  name  wax  applied,  in  "  hog  Latin." 
the  ornithologists  at  Washington,  when  it  was  sent 
home  to  them  for  identification. 

overcr  of   the  bird   a  -ved   a    valued 

tribute  from  a  poetess  whose  sweet  voice  is  now  hushed 
Lucy     I.arcom.    a    close    friend    of    John    G. 
\\hittier.  atid  a  \\riter  of  distincti«>n      Meeting  her  soon 
after    returning    from  m\    first    \  the  Antilles. 

!    narrating    to  her    t!  the    Sunset    Bird 

(doubtless  with  many  embellishments,  to  suit  the  poet's 
fancy),  she  \\as  captivated  with  the  subject  and  wrote  a 
poem  about  it.*  Shortly  alter.  I  remember,  we  both  rode 
over  from  my  home  to  Darners,  where  Mr.  U'hittier  then 
t  of  the  time,  and  Miss  Larcom  mentioned 
the  theme  to  him.  After  she  had  concluded,  the  dear 
old  (Juaker  poet  fell  into  a  from  which  soon 

earnest!)  :  "  I  Ws  thee  know.  Lucy,  that 
me  as  a  good  .subject  for  a  poem''  " 

room  laughed  merrily  a^  >lu    replied,  shaking 
her  finger  at  him  playfully:     "  <  >h.  y..u  can't  have  that. 

[*TC  .I!M  .i  :     \\ritten  about  it !  " 

I  fancied  that  Mr.  Whittier  looked  disappointed,  but 
he.  too,  laughed  as  he  rejoined  in  the  same  vein:  "Ah, 
Lucy,  thee  i-  -tig  ahead  of  i- 

P.ut.  returning  to  our  island,  after  this  digression  into 
which   I   \\as  led  b\    reminiscence:  there  is  still  another 
reason  why   Dominica  should  be  regarded  as  aim- 
ten  !(u     until     within    a    comparatively    recent 

!ic  Sunset  Bird  of    I  in  ••  Wikl  Roses  of  Cape 

Boston.  1881. 
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period.     It  is  found  in  the  existence  within  its  si< 
of  a  gigantic  geyser,  which  had  blown  out  steam  ;m-l 
water,  rumbled  and  roared,  in  uninvaded  solitude  for 
ages,  perhaps,  undiscovered  and  unknown  until  the 
quarter  of  the  last  century  bad  nearly  arrived.    It  seem- 
iin  rcdible  that  in  an  island  with  scarce  one  hundred  miles 
of  coast  line,  and  containing  only  three  hundred  -<, 
miles,  there  could  exist  not  only  a  lake  of  boilin 
detonating  frequently  with  loud  reports,  but  a  large  area 
of   volcanic   activity,    without   any   human   being   1" 
aware  of  the  fact  through  several  cent  in 

Moreover,  I  trust  I  may  be  pardoned  for  remarking, 
I  was  the  first  American  to  look  upon  it,  and  the  first 
of  any  nationality  to  take  a  photograph  of  Domin 
shu -i --famous  •  I luiling  Lake.  An  engraving  from  this 
photograpb  was  published  in  the  London  (imphic  of 
April  19,  1879.  the  first.  I  believe.  •  Through- 

out the  islands  ( I  may  add)  at  the  time  I  carried  a  " 
plate  "  photographic  outfit.  b\  means  of  which  I  secured 
the   original-   of  the   illustrations  that   appeared    in   m\ 
first  book,  before  the  era  of  "  process  pictures      and  di- 
•  productions. 

One  of  the  Laudat  people  had  been 
the     P.oiling     Lake,    \\hen     it     was     discovered     by 
Niche. IN.    in   1875,  l>nt    it    was    first    sought    by   a   local 
magistrate,    Mr.    Kdmund  Watt,    who    ua-    lotl    in 
forest  the  year  before,  in  an  attempt  at   exploring  the 
imsterious  region.     Mr.  Watt  came  near  losing  hi- 
and  he  also  came  near  di  the   lal  ulcd 

through  the  his   men.   \\ho   left    h: 

in  the  track!. 

1  to  me:      M'-i«  n   \\att  he  \\alk.  \\alk.  walk.  ] 
.rce  day;  he  lose  hces  clo's,  hees  pants  cut  «.tY:  be  i 
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ng  pour  manger  but   root ;    he  have  no  knife,  no 

nozing;    hees  guide  was  town  neegah ;    zey  was  town 

-ah.  and  leab  him  and  loss  him.     Bien,  he  come 

'•'ark  man's  ,;/<>»//»a  in  wood,  an'  ze  black  man  sink 

he  jombif  an'  he  run;    \\hen  he  come  back  wiz  some 

more  men   for  look  for  jontbie  M'sicu  Watt  he  make 

coople  of  sign — for  ho  have  loss  hees  voice  and  was  not 

>ek — an*  zey  decscmair  hcem." 

It  was  none  too  soon,  either,  that  this  first  seeker  for 
tlu-  lake  wa>  rescued.  !•  >r  he  was  nearly  gone.  He  had 
tin-  pleasure  the  next  year,  however,  of  setting  eyes  on 
the  phenomenon,  as  one  of  the  party  led  by  Dr.  Nicholls. 
\\hen  my  friend  7.\/\  finally  announced  that  "  to-mor- 
ro\\  make  \\eddah  "  f<»r  the  trip  to  the  Lake.  I  had  been 
waiting  for  that  same  weather  to  "  make"  for  quite 

so   there   was  no  delay    in   starting  out.     Four 
Laudat    t*>ys    two   M.US  and   two  neplu  'izi,  went 

with  me  as  guides  and  porier>.  t\\t»  ..f  them  being  neces- 
sary- to  carry  the  photographic  outfit,  consisting  of  dark- 
tent,  chemicals,  and  camera.  Each  of  them  also  carried 
11  as  a  machete  at  his  side,  and  the  muzzles 
of  the  muskets  were  constantly,  though  not  intentionally, 
pointed  at  my  head,  thus  adding  zest  to  the  occa 
throughout  the  trip.  And  it  was  a  most  wonderful 
journey,  consuming  two  days  and  a  night,  even  starting. 

re  did.  from  the  mountain  hamlet  well  on  the  \v; 
the   lake.     Plunging  at  once  into  the   forest,   I   found 
If  in  the  home  of  magnificent  tree-ferns,  which  is 
een  fifteen  hundred  and  three  thousand  feet  above 
the  sea.    On  the  way  up  to  the  hamlet  from  Roseau  one 
see  tree-ferns  occasionally  :   hut  not  such  rare  speci- 
mens as  the  great  forest  contains.     These  and  the  moun- 
tain palms  accompanied  us  nearly  all  the  way.  until  near 
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tlu-     /Y///     swift.  little     sulphur     valley, 

approached;  as    also  the   "mountain   whistler*."  gaudy 
and  rare  types  of  humming-birds.     It   \\;is   late 
in  the  afternoon  that  we  reached  the  soiifrierc  re. 
\\hcre   all   vegetation   liad   been   blasted   by   tUe  siilj)liur 
fumes,  and  the  stench  from  sulphureted  1  was 

nearly  overpowering.  The  silver  coins  in  my  pocket  and 
the  brass  mountings  of  my  camera  were  soon  discolored 
to  a  blue-black  hue  by  the  fumes;  for  we  were  now  amidst 
several  sulphur  streams,  and  clouds  of  vapor  drifted  con- 
tinually across  the  valley. 

Referring  to  my  notes.  I  find  that  the  heat  uas  made 
ten-fold  oppressive  by  the  moisture-laden  atmospl 
We    descended     between     huge     boulders    and     dead 
blanched  trees  prostrate  on  the  ground  to  a  stream  ol 
marvelous  beauty,  and  entered  a  ravine  through  which 
flowed  other   streams    from   above,  their   currents    n«.\\ 
mingling,  hot  and  cold  together,  where  the  scene  cha; 
as  if  by  enchantment.     K  very  where  plashed  most  mu- 
sical cascades,  and  from  Me   came  pouring 
rippling  rivulets,  some  cold  and  sparkling,  others  boiling 
hot,  with  \\reaths  of  steam  above  them  in  the  air 
their  banks  \\ere  all  s«>rts  of  tropical  plants. 
urns,    wild-plantains,    orchids,    and    air-plants,  the 
hanging  in  mid-air  to  lianes  and  lialines  which  f-.ni 
perfect  network  al«>iu               1  across  the  ti 
the  sloping  hillside  here  my  boys  chose  a  spot  for  a  camp. 
and  two  of  them  stayed  to  make  an  ajoufia,  while  the 
other  two  went  with  me  to  the  lake. 

In  the  bottom  «>f  a  vast  bowl,  with  walls  a  hundn 
in   height   around   it.   I    finally    found   the   object    I    had 
come  so  far  to  see— the  Boiling  Lake  of  Dominica.    lint. 
though  all  other  visitors  had  seen  it  in  a  state  « 
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when   1   tir.st  looked  U|NIH  it  there  was  hanlly 
a  ripple  on  the  surface.     There  was  the  geyser's  token. 
the  swelling  ripple  in  the  center;    but  otherwise  it   I 
quiescent.     That  w*l  fortunate,  as  I  viewed  it.  for  oil 

I  could  imt  have  taken  the  photograph,  which  I 
obtained  \}\  scrambling  down  the  bed  of  a  dricd-up  river 
and  pitching  my  camera  at  the  lake  marge,  just  as  the 
sun's  last  rays  gilded  the  mountains  and  hill-crests 
beyond  the  crater. 

When  the  lake  had  quieted  down  nobody  could  tell,  of 
course,  for  visitors  to  the  region  were  imt  frequent  those 
:  but  I  was  the  first  to  secure  an  unobstructed  view- 
without  intervening  clou.'  .:n.  or  to 
•i  at  the  solfataras  without  having  the  cars  assailed 
••lent  detonations. 

Opposite  the  spot  where  I  had  set  my  camera  was  a 
1  gap  in  the  inclosing  Wall.  through  which  the  over- 
flow from  the  lake  had  generally  poured  forth  in  a  tor- 
rent of  sulphur  water  that  descended  to  the  coast. 
Through  this  aperture,  which  was  about  fifty  feet  across. 
I  could  look  off,  across  ami  over  verdant  mountains. 
southerly  to  the  isle  of  Martinique,  gleaming  in  the  mist 
and  waning  Minlight  twenty  miles  away.  There  is  situ- 
ated grim  old  Mont  iVlee.  which,  in  May.  i<x>J.  over- 
whelmed Saint  Pierre  and  destroyed  so  many  thousand 
people.  During  that  eruption  and  for  some  time  after 
it  \\  that  the  P.oiling  Lake,  which  is  a  vent  or 

!\v  for  the  internal  volcanic  forces,  would 
explode  and  devastate  Martinique's  sister  island  of 
Dominica:  but  <>n  the  whole  it  U-haved  very  well  and 
an  agreeable  disap|M>intmcnt.  It  roared  and 
fretted,  now  and  then,  and  when  the  island  was  en 
oped  in  smoke  from  neighboring  Pelee  and  the  lake  sud- 
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denly  subsided,  many  of  the  natives  feared  an  overflow 
to  the  valleys  below;  but  nothing  of  the  sort  happened, 

and  to-da\    (or  by  last  accounts)   the   r,"i!m-   Lake  pre- 
sents no  new  or  startling  feature. 

There  have  been  victims  oi  .ises,  how- 

ever— two  men,  one  a  -hman.  Wilfrrd  ( 

a  descendant  of  the  celebr.  .-.ml  the 

his  guide.     The  accident  hapix-nn!  in   1  >< 
five  months  previous  to  the  erupt:  vlec  in   Mar- 

tinique and  the  Saint  Vincent  Soufriere.     Mr.  < 
reached  the  lake  and  amera  in  IK-- 

near  or  at  tlic  spot  I  had  selected  years  before,  when  one 
of  his  two  guides.   who   wax   sitting  on  a  rock  near  a 

MI.  wax  overcome  by  lethal  gases  and  toppled 
into  the  water.     The  other  guide  was  also  affected  :    hut 
when  young  ('live  discovered  the  first   in  an  apparently 
dying    state    he    immediately    dispatched    the    s< 
Laudat    for    assistance.      The    insidious    natun 
deadly  gases  may  be  inferred   from  the    fact    that    Mr. 
Clive  was  hi-  -Minister!: 

guide.      He   should   li  "ii    hi-   miard  :   but 

the  relieving  party   arrived   from   Laudat.   many   hours 
after,  they   found  both  men  dead,  tl  pped 

against  a  l>oulder.  and  Mr.  vumhent 

The  rescue  party  arrived  that  night,  but  the  Milphu- 

;   hydrogm    was   s.  •   strong   in   the   ravine    \ 
corpses  lay  that  •  -  passed  In-fore  thev  o>ul. 

them  out.     During  t  s  and  terrible   i 

maintained  their 
the  hillside  \\here.  tuent\ •-!•  -u: 
pitched    my   camp   and   built    our   <//.»///M        I  In 
wild  forests  which  we  had  traversed  so  li: 
over  the  rough  trail  beneath  the  :id  the  <i< 
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M»\\th.  tin-  trlief  j'.ut)    made  their  return  maivh 
b\    ni-ln.  h-hted  !i\    t.'i.lu^  M|  j^uin  \\iHHl.  ami  bearing 
tlu-ir  ijiastl\  burdens  in  hammocks  between  them.     ^ 
before  a  similar  |«art\  had  Imriu-  t«»  I.audat  |nmr  "Id  /i/i. 
in\    ^uidi-   and    friend.  am>tlu-r   victim  of  tlu-   I^ikc.   who 

ii-il  to  death  in  its  \\at- 

The  teni|>eraturc  of  the  water  when  I  was  there,  in 
\  was  under  icx>  •'  :.ut  In.tli  pn-vious  and  later 

mv< -sti-ators  have  found  it  nearly  2OO,  or  very  near  the 
boiling-]* >int.  at   an  eh-vatimi  «»f  t\v«>  th.»nsand    feet  and 
re   above   the   sea.     Within    the   volcanic   area,   the 
Soufrieiv  region,  there  are  many  hot  springs,  and  in  one 
of  them,  on  the  morning  succeeding  to  our  night  in  camp, 
my  guides  cooked  our  breakfast,  then  spread  the  repast 
on  the  broad  leaves  of  the  wild  plantain,  ami  we  feasted 
merrily    (I   find   recorded   in  my  journal),  though  half- 
led  by  the  sulphur  fu: 


CHAPTER  XXII 
THE  LAST  OF  THE  WEST  INDIANS 

Where  the  last  of  the  West  Indians  are  to  be  found  —  Caribs, 
or  Cannibals,  discovered  by  Columbus,  in 
acquaintance  with  those  of  Dominica  —  The  Carib  reserva- 
tion—  History  of  the  aborigines  in  epitome — Proofs  that 
the  Caribs  were  anthropophagi  —  Their  defensive  weapons 
-The  people  described  by  a  writer  of  the  seventeenth 
century  — Their  beliefs  in  a  God  and  the  soul  — The  late 
Doctor  Brinton's  theory  of  their  origin  —  Probably  derived 
from  Orinoco  region  of  South  America  —  If  we 
summon  their  shades  back  t«>  earth?  —  Only  ritual  cannibals 
at  the  most  —  Why  the  Caribs  rarely  ate  the  Christians  — 
The  writer's  quarters  in  Carib  country  —  Madame  Jo  and 
her  shock -headed  children  —  A  solitary  life  in  pursuit  of 
birds  —  Favored  guest  of  hospitable  natives  —  Who  had 
more  virtues  than  vices  —  How  I  became  godfather  to  a 
descendant  of  cannibals  —  A  feast  for  the  quondam  hunter 
of  birds  —  The  responsibilities  of  a  godfather  —  What  Time 
had  done  to  Madame  John  —  Old  and  decrepit  at  forty  — 
Time  and  mm  too  much  for  Meyong — My  rediscovered 
relatives  —  The  Carib  tongue  spoken  only  by  a  few  old 
Indians  — Where  French  has  supplanted  both  Carib  and 
English. 

TUK  last  of  the  aboriginal  West   Indians,  de- 
scendants of  the  people  found  IHTC  by  Colum- 
bus more  than  four  hundred  years  ago,  are  to 
be  found  only  in  the   islands  of  Dominica  at 
Vincent,   tliosr  comparatively  obscure  members  of  the 
llean  chain.     Very   few  remain  in  the  lattrr  island. 
having   hccn    practically    exterminated   by   the   outburst 
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of  tlu-  Soafrttre;  Inn  there  are  between  two  ami  three 
hundred  in  Dominica.  ^I'hcy  arc  the  last  remains  of  the 
Carihs.  Indians  discovered  in  14*  jj  ami  by  Columbus  de- 
nominated cannibals  after  lie  had  found  what  he  claimed 
evidence  of  their  man-eating  propensities,  in  tin- 
island  of  Guadekxipe.4? 

More  than  a  month  was  spent  by  me  in  the  forests 
of  Dominica  before  I  ventured  over  to  the  Atlantic  coast 
of  the  island  \\lure  the  Caribs  lived.  I  had  heard  of 
them,  and  from  them,  for  now  and  then  some  of  the 
Indians  made  the  journey  across  the  mountains  from  the 
windward  to  the  leeward  coast,  and  in  doing  so  alv. 
diverged  from  the  trail  at  I.audat  and  passed  some  time 
with  their  friends  in  that  hamlet.  While  I  was  photo- 
graphing the  beautiful  Mountain  I^ake,  which  fills  with 
its  pure  cold  water  one  of  the  four  dead  cr  ting 

in  Dominica,  and  is  22OO  feet  above  the  sea.  I   was  sur- 
prised  by   the  approach  of  a   stalwart,   buxom   girl  of 
ho  swung  along  the  trail  with  long 
i  s.  in  company  with  an  older  woman. 

"Look,  look,  M'sieu."  exclaimed  n  nit,  point- 

the  girl.  "  that  Indian,  one  of  the  Charaibes!  " 

She  had  just  passed  by  us.  but  hearing  this  exclama- 
tion turned,  and  with  a  broad  smile  on  her  bronzed, 
chubby   face  said  in  patois:  "  Oui,  moi  Charaibc;  tnoi 
faim,  aitssi  " — "Me  Carib ;  me  hungry,  also."     This  latter 
remark  was  probably  intended  to  suggest  an  invitation  to 
join  in  the  repast  which  my  boy  had  spread  within  the 
in  the  cla\  -bank  opposite  the  lake  and  at  the  side 
of  the  trail.     At  any  rate,  the  girl  and  her  companion 
were  invited,  and  they  both  returned  and  sat  down,  with- 
any  ad<>  r  at  the  lack  of  formal  introduc- 

tions.    They  enjo\ed  immensely  the  sardines  and  pat, 
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s-/./s.   tlu     I'.nti-i  \\   butler   ami    the 

American  welcome  they  i  which  were  <l«'ijl 

in   then  h,,ur  or  so 

departed  \\itli  the  assurance  that  if  I  \\oii!  arib 

country  they  would  endeavor  to  requite  n:  .lily. 

:    dispatching  m\   collect  inns  of  rare  birds  • 
coast,  thence  to  he  shipped  to  the  -v' 
1   packed  up  my  belonging-  at   I.an<lat.  and  in  com; 
\\ith  two  of  my  bo\s  and  two  strapping  girl-.  \\li«. 
ried  ni\   luggage  mi  their  hea«i  :  f«»r  the  sn-called 

Carih    country.       There    are    |V\\     :  t     in 

Dominica  at  the  present  time,  and  there  were  none  at  all 
in  the  days  I  write  oi.  the  only  trail  lieing  a  foot -path  up 
the  mountains  and  down  the  vales,  frequently  interrupted 
h\   rivers  and  at  times  skirting  the  brinks  of  pi 
T\\n  da\s  it  took  me  to  perform  the  trip,  but  it  might 
have  been  done  in  shorter  time,  perhaps,  if  the  people  l.\ 
the  way  had  been  less  inclined  to  hospitality, 
the   Indians  had   heard  of  the  white  man   who  had  cut 
loose  from  civilization  and  became  as  one  of  them  with 
the  mount. iii  !  so  they  were  well  inclined  to 

me  in  advance  of  my  coming.     It  was  with  man 
by  the  way.  ami  many  a  halt  at  huts  of  smiling  nat: 
that  I  pursued  the  journey  with  n,  .f  attendants. 

all  of  them  bearing  big  burdens  on  their  beads. 

:nd  my  resting-place  at  last,  fmallx    reaching  the 

.  which  «  '"in  the   1 

to  the  K  iree  miles  or  mo:  the 

Atlantic  coast,   and   N  k    into   the   mountair.- 

many  miles  as  the  people  chose  to  make  t! 
groin 

It  has  been  often  stated  that  the  people  of  the  t'nited 

s.   when   our   pioneers   came    r  -\itli   the 
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Indians  of  the  frontier,  t.n.k  all  the  K«*'d  lands  for  them- 
es and  gave  the  red  men  the  remainder.  How  false 
\\lio  have  been  in  the  Indian  Territory  and  seen 
accumulated  wealth  of  the  noble  red  men  there  can 

aver  ;  hut  whether  this  be  so  or  not,  in  the  Lesser  Antilles 
white  men  practiced  this  policy  centuries  ago.  First 

the  Spaniards,  in  C'uba.  Jamaica.  Haiti,  and  Puerto  K 

then  the  French  and  Fniji>h.  in  the  southern  or  volcanic 

•Is  of  tllr 

^  At  all  the  Indians  of  the  Creator  Antilles  were 

a.yo  exterminated.  after  first  Ix-ing  deprived  of  their 

lands,  and  only  a  miserable  remnant  of  the  Carihs  of  the 

•ids  remains  in  existence  to-day.   P 

The  Caribbean  s.   sa\  s   an   author  of  the  seventeenth 

century,  are  a  handsome,  well-shaped  people,  of  a  smil- 

nce.  middle  stature,  having  broad  shoulders 

and  large  hips,  and  most  of  them  in  good  condition.     The 

description  he  gives  of  the  Caribs   will   apply   to-day. 

have  changed  but  little,  except  through  intermix- 

ture with  the  negroes  and  colored  people  during  the  past 

200  years.    Their  mouths  are  not  over  large,  he  s 

and   their   teeth   are  perfectly   white  and  close.     Their 

coniplexit.ii  is  of  an  olive  color,  naturally;     their  fore- 

Is  and  noses  are  Hat.  not  naturally,  hut  by  artifice 

(that  is.  artificially  flattened1!.  "for  their  mothers  crush 

them  down  at  their  birth,  as  also  during  the  time  they 

:   a  kind  of  beauty  or  per 
-\ 

"  They  believe  in  evil  spirits  and  seek  to  propitiate 

them  hv  pros,-nN  of  game,  fruits,  etc.    They  believe  that 

have  as  many  souls  as  they  feel  beatings  of  the 

Hes  in  their  bodies,  besides  the  principal  one  which 

is  in  the  heart  and  goes  to  heaven  with  its  god,  who 
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carries  it  thither  to  live  with  other  gods;  and  they 
imagine  that  they  live  the  same  life  that  man  lives  here 
below.  For  they  do  not  think  the  soul  to  be  so  far  imma- 
il  as  to  IK-  invisible,  hut  they  affirm  it  to  be  subtle  and 
of  thin  substance,  as  a  purified  body,  and  they  use  but  the 
same  word  to  signify  h« 

)£  If  we  could  but  summon  the  shades  of  their  cam 
ancestors  before  us  it  is  probable  that  (shades 
apparitions,  spooks,  joint >:  ;   supposed  to  tell  the 

truth)  they  might  plead  guilty  to  having  been  anthro- 
pophagi; but  only  in  the  "religious"  sense.  Like  the 
ancient  who,  though  they  had  sacrificed  thou- 

sands of  their  enemies  before  grim  Huitzilopochtli  on 
their  temple-pyramid  and  had  partaken  of  their  flesh, 
did  not  resort  to  cannibalism  when  pressed  by  famine  at 
the  siege  of  Mexico),  the  Caribs  sometimes  ate  human 
flesh  at  their  ceremonials.  But  it  was  merely  a  matter  of 
taste,  so  to  speak.  If  an  enemy  fought  \\ell  and  dis- 
played unusual  valor,  they  saved  his  arms.  legs,  and  other 
port  idbits,  by  "boucanning"  them  over  a  slow 

fire,  for  their  religious  banqiu 

Later  on.  after  they  had  well-nigh  exterminated  tin 
Arawaks  of  the  more  northern  West  Indies,  they  applied 
the  same  process  to  the  invading  Chri-  'ut  never 

to  any  great  extent,  because,  as  one  of  the  Carib  chief- 
tains is  said  to  have  naively  explained:     "  Tin   Spaniards 
and    Frenchmen   tasted  of  garlic,   and   the    F.ngli*hmcn 
were  too  strong  of  tobacco !  "    So  the  • 
their  bacon  ";  though  they  rarely  saved  their  lives  \\heii. 
through  the  fortunes  of  war,  they  were  taken  prisoner 
the  CaribsH 

X  In  the  process  of  time,  and  through  the  drastic  methods 
and    F.nglish    "  civili/ 
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became  decimated  the\   lost  their  warlike  nature,  as  well 

re  f"r  tasting  huinaii  llesh  ;  ami  when,  nearly 

400  years  after  tlieir  di  l»\  \\lute  men,  I  found  my 

t«>  their  settlement.  <>n  tin-  \vin«l\vanl  side  of  Domin- 

than  300  altogether,  ami  hardly   more  than  a 

dozen  of  pure  blood,  remained  a! 

As  a  naturalist,  interested  mainly  in  birds  and  inci- 
dentally in  anthropoids  I  1  omiciled  in  their 
midst  at  that  time,  and  as  the  only  white  man  resident  in 
their  settlement  1  was  the  recipient  of  overwhelming 
attention.  The  palm-thatched  hut  which  they  had  built 
the  priest  to  occupy  in  his  semi-annual  visits  was 
assigned  me,  and  the  middle-aged  woman  who  generally 
ministered  to  the  holy  man's  creature  o>mi'<  ook- 
ing  the  food  furnished  by  his  parishio:.  charged 
with  the  same  duties  in  behalf  of  the  white  hunter  from 
the  United  States. 

KIM.  with  her  husband  and  a  family  of  black- 
eyed,  shock-headed  children,  occupied  a  little  hut  on  a 
promontory  overlooking  the  boisterous  Atlantic,  about 
a  mile  distant  from  the  priest's  house,  which,  having 
another  within  gunshot,  was  considered  to  be  in  the  1 
of  the  settlement. 

And  yet  it  was  lonely,  as  I  remember,  when,  having 

nded  to  her  daily  duties.  M  Madame  Jo  "  cleared  away 

the  table,  fastened  up  the  cookhouse  adjacent  to  the  hut. 

left  me  alone  over  night  to  the  soughing  of 

the  ever-blowing  tradewiml   and  the  monotonous  beat  of 

the  fierce  waves  upon  the  rocks.     But  I  was  then  young, 

re,   and    industrio  morning   rising   at   d 

break  to  range  the  forest  all  the  forenoon  for  birds,  a 

:nrise  dip  in  the  river;   and  so  busy  during  the  after- 
noon writing  up  notes  ami  preparing  my  "specirm- 
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that  soon  after  dusk  and  dinner  I  became  ol>'  tlu 

solitary  nature  of  : 

My  guide  and  companion   was  an    Indian 
Meyong   (contraction   of   Simeon),   who  knew   all   the 
haunts  of  bird  and  U-ast  on  shore  and  in  tin- 
forests.     A>   the  smoke  arose  from  tl 
which  Madame  Jo  preparc<l  my  morning  c<> 
sauntered  up  in  time  to  n  \s  ith  the  pot 

for  him,  and  then  led  me  aw  a 

investigations — it    might    IK-     I  and    ag- 

among  the  wild  guavas  of  a  deserted  ] 
farther  afield,   for   wild   parrots  and   great  bin 
pigeons;  but  we  never  returned  empty-handed  to  the  hut, 
nor  without  having  tramped  for  hours  in  the  swelte 
atmosphere  of  the  tropics. 

Now  and  again   we  had  Madame  Jo  put  up  a 
portion  of  food  than  usual,  and  then  wandered 
and  nights   in   the  mountains,  searching   for  the  great 
"  imperial  "  parrot  (the  Chrysotis  augusta)  and  that  s« 
what  mythical  creature,  the  Diablotin,  or  "  Devil  I: 
At  such  times  we  were  accompanied  1  inti- 

mate friend,  Coryet,  who  carried  the  culinary  implcr 
and  made  the  ajoup.i  in  which  .     And  it 

was  while  I  reclined  upon  the  springy  bed  of  palm  leaves, 
beneath  the  lean-to,  in  the  light  of  a  fragrant  fire  of  gnm- 
wood.  with  j>encil  and  note-book  in  hand,  that  ; 
friends  repeated  to  me  tales  of  the  "  loup-garous."  or 
were  n  tradit: 

Happier  !  nights  have  never  fallen  to  my  lot 

than  those   I  then  experienced  in  the  "high-woods"  of 
that  tropical  island  in  the  Caribbean  Sea.     Ardent  and 
enthusiastic.  I  entered  \\ith  eagerness  into  the  life  of 
Indian  companions,  hesitated  at  no  vent;  pro- 
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posed,  and  endured  gladly  all  the  hardships  incidental  to 
that  wild  existence.  Charmed  by  its  romanticism,  fasci- 
novelty.  I  (tns.sjhly  idealized  the  simple  folk 
among  whom  I  lived,  and  this  in  turn  may  account  for 
the  manner  in  which  they  served  me.  which  almost 
verged  upon  actual  worship. 

Aside  from  the  fact  that  the  Carihs  felt  in  honor  bound 
to  supply  the  stranger  in  their  midst  \\ith  all  their  lands 
afforded,  they  liked  me  because  I  became  for  the  time  as 
good  an  aboriginal  a-  ny  men.  hunted  and  fi-lu  d 

/"tvith  them,  and  took  the  keenest  interest  in  their  welfare. 
d.  indeed,  th-  a  lovahle  jH'opK-.  honest,  affec- 

late,  true  to  each  other,  and  hospitable.     They  had 
s,  alas!    but  they  were  those  begotten  of  a  tropical 
climate,    and    an    im|H»rccption    of    moral    obligation-; 

••  et  inimical  to  their  well  1>« 

In  short,  they  had  received  me  as  one  of  themselves, 

and  when,  jr  the  time  arrived  for  my  departure. 

after  two  months  in  the  ("arih  hamlet,  the  husband  of 

lame  Jo  desired  me  to  stand  godfather  for  a  female 

child,  which  she  had  recently  presented  to  her  liege  lord. 

i-  could  lx%  hir  \er  to  this  request.       ! 

mony  to-  n  the  little  chapel  at  Saint  Marie,  and 

having  paid  larv  fee  exacted  from  the  sponsor 

for  a  new-born  child  on  such  an  occasion.  I  took  leave  of 
the  assembled  Caribs.  and  departed  for  other  isles,  amid 
a  chorus- of  lamentati* 

It  is  rarrh  that  civi!i/ed  man.  however  savage  his  fore- 
n  may  have  been  in  the  distant  past,  suffers  a  recru- 
<-nce  of  barbaric   proclivities,   and   becomes  ata 
\Vith  m-  the  likin  --mi-civili/ed  state  of 

•ut   a  phase,  which   we  outlive,  and   \\I, 
passes  away   with   the  bounding  pulse  and   headstrong 
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ambitions  of  youth.  And  so  in  my  case ;  though  I  spent 
several  years  in  seeking  adventure  of  some  sort,  chiefly 
in  roaming  tropical  forests  in  quest  of  rare  birds,  the  time 
came  \\hen  I  naturally  settled  down  to  soberer  pur- 
suits. 

Now  and  again,  as  time  rolled  on,  came  a  word  of 
greeting  or  a  fragmentary  message  from  my  old  friends 
of  the  forest  life;  but  fifteen  lapsed  before  the 

opportunity  offered  for  revisiting  the  scenes  of  my  « 
exploits.     When  it  came  I  seized   it  eagerly,  and  with 
what  emotions  I  once  more  gazed  upon  familiar  scenes 
of  that  long-past  period,  when  I  had  roamed  the  woods 
and  gleaned  the  streams  for  prey,  may  perhaps  be  imag- 
ined.    My  fr  •  i hie  shock  wa  enced  at 
the  mountain  hamlet  where  I  had  made  my  first  camp, 
when  I  was  told  that  my  good  old  guide,  Xizi,  had  ! 
scalded  to  death  in  the  I'miling  Lake. 

I  also  learned,  at  this  hamlet  of  I^audat  on  the  C.v 
bean  side  of  the  island,  that  the  residents  of  the  "  Carib 
country."  or  the  windward  side,  had  heard  of  my  arrival 
and  had  planned  a  royal  reception  for  "  M'sieu  Fred," 
the  quondam  hunter  of  birds.     At  tin   same  time  I  was 
reminded  of  the  responsibilities   I   bad  <  nee  a*»umed  in 
standing  sponsor  for  Madame  Jo's  child,  by  a  letter  f 
my  commlrc.  which  also  told  me  that  her  praenomen  was 
n«»t   "Jo"  at  all.  but    Marie    Antoinette.      At   all   e\ 
she  was,  and  always  would  be,  my  "  coin  mere.'.'  or  god- 
mother, and  equally  I  \\a«.  an<l  always  would  continue  to 
be,  whether  I  liked  it  or  not.  her 

After  a  t\\  on   horseback,  over   the 

mountain  backln.ne  «.f  Dominica  and  down  its  \\iml 
coast.  I  at  last  reached  the  vale  of  Saint  Marie,  its  U-auti 
ful  prospect  before  me  and  the  sounding  sea  in  my  ears. 
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I  IK-  little  hamlet  of  three  hut*  seemed  as  lone  and  world- 
forsaken  as  when  I  had  left  it  fifti  before.  As 

I  fordo  I  tin-  stream  that  ran  in  front  of  the  hut  out  hurst 
a  little  old  Carib  woman,  faded  and  wrinkled.     The  name 

-ave.  MK-.  "Madame  Mm,"  brought  no  trace  • 
lection,  but  when  she  added:  "I  used  to  tell  you  old 
Indian  words,  'member?"  I  recalled  then  Evangelina,  the 
pretty  niaidni  who  could  sjn-ak  l*>th  l;rrnch  and  English 
and  who  assisted  me  in  making  a  Carib  vocabulary.  But 
-.\a>  such  a  shapely,  graceful  girl;  and  this  woman — 

she  was  already  old.  decrepit ! 

And  tlu-n   Mc\  01114.  uho  came  limping  down  the  path 
M  his  hut  to  meet  i  who  was  a  frisky  boy 

when  he  led  me  to  the  haunts  of  pigeon  and  parrot. 
and  SO!HT  head  of  a  family  containing  s« 

II  olive  branches."  It  was  high  time,  his  neighbors  told  me, 
for  if  he  had  not  developed  a  desire  for  rum  distilled  from 
sugar-cane  he  would  not  have  lost  all  the  toes  of  one  foot, 
which  he  had  inadvertently  chopped  off  while  under  the 
influence  of  drink. 

Thcs.  uc  John  and  Meyong,  had  scarcely 

installed  me  in  the  priest's  house,  with  its  two  diminutive 
rooms  and  roof  of  thatch,  before  I  was  greeted  by  my 
connnctr,  who  had  walked  two  miles  in  the  blazing  sun 
to  meet  me. 

"At  la>t !  at  last !"  she  exclaimed,  falling  upon  my  neck 
and  weeping  tears  of  joy.  Then,  having  plentifully  be- 
dewed my  shoulders  >hc  |x>intcd  to  a  comely  maiden 
standing  near  and  said :  "  Look,  Compe,  look  you  god- 
child !  Come,  child,  come  kiss  your  dear  godpapa,  \\h-» 
come  such  long.  loni;  -u." 

The  maiden  >hyly  advanced,  and.  after  imprinting  a 
chaste  salute  on  my  cheek,  placed  her  little  brown  fingers 


352        <  H'K    \\  T.ST    INDI  \N  'RS 

nerv  mine,  the  while  regarding  me  with  frank, 

wide-ojK-n  eyes. 

And  this  was  my  Carib  godchild,  whom  I  had  not  seen 
for  fifteen  years;  this  pretty,  bronze-tinted  girl,  with 
great  black  eyes,  red  rounded  cheeks,  and  supple  figure 
already  with  the  promise  of  womanhood.  Old  Time,  tin- 
indefatigable,  had  labored  hard  since  I  had  1  'i  run- 
let, though  but  for  these  human  documents  I.  myself, 
should  hardly  have  known  the  years  had  passed. 

And  as  if  to  support  the  illusion,  there  came  Evan- 
gelina's  sister,  the  very  image  of  what  F.vangclina  was 
when  I  used  to  know  her — sweet  seventeen,  with  arched 
pouting  lips,  mcr:  lissome  shajxr  in  |  ilico, 

for  me  and  to  tell  me  the  Indian  traditions. 
When  I  went  next  morning  down  to  the  river  that  fl«  • 
into  the  sea.  to  the  wave- worn  hollow  in  the  great  black 
rock,  erstwhile  my   favorite  bathing  place,  a  half-nude 
Indian  boy,  a  miniature  of  Meyong  in  golden  bronze,  fol- 
lowed after  with  a  towel  and  sat  while  I  bathed,  a- 
father  used  to  do  on  similar  occasions  in  the  years  agone. 

The  great  waves  still  sang  in  a  fierce  monotone,  the 
scurrying  trade  winds  tore  through  the  palm  proves,  lash- 
ing the  dead  leaves  against  the  trunks;  the  gilt-en 
humming  birds  still  built  their  cup-shaped  nests  in  th 
rose  apples  and   flitted  among  the  banana  All 

these  things  were  as  ol  '»ut  there  was  the 

child  grown  almost  to  maturity,  the  wrinkled  mother,  tin- 
decrepit  father;  and  of  the  old  Caribs,  who  alone  could 
the  ancient  language,  not  ten  remained. 

The  Carihs  have   forgotten  th- 
in the  island  patois  in.  d  to  have  a  fnrm 
n«»t    reo>gni/ed   In    the    schools   of    Kuro|>e   or    Am- 
Thus,  a*  im                         ,,ne  of  these,   1   max   claim  the 
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unique  honor  not  only  of  being  godfather  to  a  descendant 
of  cannilinls.  but  of  one  who  cannot  understand.  or  con- 
>e  in,  my  own  language,  and  whose  speech  is  but  little 
d  outside  the  island  in  which  she  was  born. 

>An  occurrence  in  August.  njoj.  l»y  which  the  I'.ritMi 
Government  took  possession  of    \  ;<1.  \\hich  lu-s 

about  127  miles  to  the  westward  of  Dominica,  in  the 
Caribbean  Sea,  brings  to  mind  an  entry  I  made  in  the 
journal  of  my  first  camp  in  the  latter  island,  away  back 
in  1878.  There  are  times.  I  wrote,  when  the  sea  does 
not  rise  up  to  meet  the  sky.  but  spreads  out  for  miles  and 
miles,  until  I  almost  fancy  I  can  sec  to  Aves  —  that  soli- 
t  far  west  in  the  Caribcean  Sea.  where  a  colony 
of  birds  breeds  on  the  san 

hi  rarely  visited,  except  one  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  wrecked  there,  and  save  by  the  infrequent  fisher- 
men and  tin-  rs  ;  but  it  figures  in  Fronde's  "  Eng- 

lish in  the  West  Indies."  as  well  as  in  old  I  'ere  Labat's 
"  \  OjngW."  The  good  old  "  Father  "  was  once,  in  fact, 
ashore  there  with  a  French  buccaneer,  who  captured  an 
English  cruiser,  after  a  brisk  tight,  previous  to  \\hich  the 
bellicose  "  Pere  I  '.lane  "  had  bestowed  his  blessing  upon 
him  and  his  crew. 

Canon  Kingsley  has  a  song  referring  to  Aves.  called  the 
"The  I.a\  of  the  Last  P.,  which  may  have  been 

suggested  by  this  incident,  of  which  the  second  stan/ 

"  There  were  forty  craft  that  were  both  swift  and  stout. 

All  furnished  well  with  small-arms  and  cannon  all  about; 
And  a  thousand  men  it:  Ic  laws  so  fair  and  free 

To  choose  their  valiant  captains  and  obey  them  loyally." 


CHAPTER  XXIII 
MARTINIQUE  AND  MONTAGNE  I'i  ! 

Windward  approach  to  Martinique  —  How  the  mass  of  Pelee 
dominates  the  island  —  Flying-fish,  cascades,  and  sand- 
beaches —  The  city  of  Saint  Pierre  from  the  sea—  Its  houses, 
streets,  and  people,  years  ago  —  Running  streams  in  the 
streets,  and  babies  in  the  gutters  —  Bizarre  dresses  of  the 
Creole  women,  and  their  profusion  of  jewelry  —  The  light- 
hearted  population  —  The  fcr  de  lance,  or  yellow  serpent  — 
Morne  Rouge  as  the  writer  saw  it  when  hunting  birds  in 
Martinique  — Riviere  Roxelane  and  the  laundresses—  Mon- 
tagne  Pelee  viewed  from  the  seaport  —  Gimate  and  scenery 
of  lotus  land  —  Brief  mention  of  the  island's  history  —  Creole 
pat.. is  and  characteristics  —  The  "empire  gown"  of  Jose- 
phine's time  —  Birthplace  and  haunts  of  Napoleon's  first 
\\iie-Presciit  society  contrasted  with  that  of  the  past  — 
The  catastrophe  that  desolated  Martinique  —  Saint 
overwhelmed  and  destroyed  —  The  sole  survivor  —  Aggregate 
loss  of  life  in  the  island  —  Neither  saints  nor  prayers  availed 
—  Saint  Lucia,  southward  from  Martinique  —  The  harbor  of 
Castries — Features  of  the  Uland  and  its  history -- A 
place  and  one  to  be  shunned  —  <  • 

here  —  Diamond  Rock,  which  was  once  rated  and  held  as  a 
!nj»       (tattle*   that   have  taken  place  in   Saint   Lucia  — 
The  island's  inferno,  and  the  picturesque  Pitons. 

WIIII.K  my   reminiscences  of   Martinique. 
islan.'  .nth    in    the    C'arihlx-an    > 

arc  i|u  isiirahle  as  those  of  Domr 

bj  tin   horrors  of  that 

m.-il  -he  eruption  of  1V1<,-.  an  1  seem  unreal, 

weird,  as  though  of  a  world  and  jx-ople  that  have  passed 

354 
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Viewed  in  retros|>cct,  as  through  the  telescope 

nd  now  as  I  approached  it  fron-.  the 
tlantic  side,  coming  down   from  the   Ilermudas,  where 
-el  had  hem  wrecked  aiul  detained  a  month. 
•  st  view  is  a  lunj,;  time  to  look  l>ack  upon:  hut  no 
one  who  has  seen  the  north  tn<!  of  Martinique,  with  the 
black,  frowning  inas>  «,f  M« intagnc  IVlee  rising  from  the 
its  has,-  \\realhed  in  tropj.  <ifiiU(led 

.  |>eerinjj  through  evanescent  clomls  rolled  up  from 
tlu-  iK-ean  1>>   the  ever-blowing  "trades."  can  forget  the 

the  dominant  feature  in  that  picture, 
••.£  as  it  does  above  ies  of  minor  mountain- 

four  thousand  five  hundred  feet  altitude  giving  it  prom- 
im  IUT      Keferrin  notes  of  that  time,   I  find   it 

alluded  to  as  an  extinct,  at  all  events  quiescent,  volcano, 
joradic  eruption,  when  it  threw  out  smoke 
and  ashes  only,  occurred  thirty  years  before.  Approach- 
ing the  island  from  the  Atlair  Iward  "  side, 
the  volcano  appeared  as  a  mass  of  dark-^reen  with  a 
serried  outline,  cleft  into  ravines  and  black  gorges 
through  which  ran  swift-flowing  rivers  by  the  s< 
gushing  from  internal  fountains  and  seeking  the  sea  bc- 

tall  cocoa  palms. 

Rounding  the  northern  end  of  the  i>land.  of  which 
Pelee  is  the  outpost,  we  sailed  from  the  rough  waters  of 
the  Atlantic  into  the  smoother  seas  of  the  Caribbean,  the 
hills  .UK!  mountains  at  once  affording  a  lee,  and  the  beau- 
tiful flying-fish,  hundreds  of  which  had  skimmed  the 
crests  of  the  Atlantic  waves,  now  disporting  by  thou- 
sands. The  great  basaltic  cliffs,  which  towered  above 
ilm-bordered  beaches  of  golden  sands,  cut 
off  the  breeze,  and  our  sailing  vessel  scarce  had  wind 
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'••it   I-.  make  thr  :  Martim<|r 

im-rcial    port.   Saint    Pierre.      Tin-    "  trad* -s  "    <*\\\\    !.' 
ho\\e\rr.  Mtong  an,|  moisture-laden  fnun  the  \\ind\\ard 
Vnced  b\    tin-  pattering  sho\\<r>  educed  by 
condensation  against  the  mountain 

rainbow  spanned  Saint  Pierre's  mil«  :n  u«»rth- 

to  southern  headland,  bathing  thr  picturesque 
upon  tier  of  tinted  houses  t-.pped  uitl)  tVrrn^i: 

:ni  ini>t. 

It  may  !>e  owinjj  to  the  fact  that  Saint  I 
first  tropical  city  I  bad  ever  *eeii  that  it  appeared  to  me 
the  :  mating:  but  of  a  truth  it  possessed  many 

(juaint  charms  all  its  o\\n      It  occupied  a  narro 
shore  between  high,  cliff-like  bills  and  the   Mraii'! 
stone-walled    houses,    white,    red. 

My  embanked  along  the  shore  and.  higher  up. 
tered   in   picturesque  o>ntiisi,,M   among  chr 
arind  and  mango  trees,  with  here  and  there  tall  i 
\\aving  their  fronds  aloft.     It   very  much  resi-mble.: 
city  of  Algiers,  minus  the  m-  but 

plus  the  palms.     Algiers,  as  I  saw  it  first,  bniratb  a  full- 
orbed  moon.  impr.  the  most  beautiful 
had  ever  lcx)kcd  upon,  but  I  think  that  if  Saint  I'ierre  had 
not  been  so  ,  m!-' 
hills  and  the                   'Id  uell  ;                1  \\ith  tb- 
city.     Still,  nothing  could                            -r  the  loss  ..f  that 
•A  all    of   liviiu-                                          '•    •'«"    tlu- 
•-.grounil  for  Saint  Pierre's  architecture. 
I  cannot  but  admit  that  the  city  \\as  disap: 

;  the  buildings  urn-  nuile  Hop; 
disregardftd  of  appearanct  it  bout  \\ind- 

chimneys.  (»f  cour-e.  and  made  of  conglmuei 
Natun-    had    .lone    much     in    fact,    everything— for    the 
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commercial  cntn-pot  of  Martinique;  man  had  made  a  few 
feeble  attempts  at  adornment.  The  streets  were  narrow, 
save  along  the  sea-front,  where  there  was  a  broad  quay 
ith  basaltic  blocks.  The  harbor— or.  rather,  the 
roadstead,  for  it  lies  wide  open  to  the  sea — is  deep  enough 
to  have  been  the  crater  of  old  Pelee  itself,  all  approaching 
vessels  having  to  run  out  an  anchor  at  a  short 

i  the  land  and  then  moor  by  a  hawser  ashore.  There 
they  lay.  their  noses  pointed  seaward,  lazily  floating  upon 
the  placid  bosom  of  the  Caribbean,  with  water  just  out- 
side their  berths  a  hundred  fathoms  deep. 

This  depth  of  water  is  not  a  peculiarity  of  Saint 
1'ierre's  roadxu-ad.  however,  for  it  is  found  off  Roseau, 
in  the  island  <>f  1  >.  >minica.  next  adjacent  north,  off  Kings- 
town in  Saint  Vincent,  and  especially  in  the  barter 
of  Saint  Georges,  Grenada,  which  is  indubitably  an  old 

:  and  filled  by  the  sea. 

Having  visit,  d  Saint  Pierre  several  times  since  my  first 
arrival  there,  and  having  retained  the  impression  that  it 
a  beautiful,  though  not  exactly  an  attractive,  city  for 
'••iuv.  I  think  this  must  be  correct.     It  is  said  that  old 
Montague  Pelee  probably  blew  its  own  head  off.  through 
the  generation  of  steam  from  water  that  had  percolated 
through  its  crater  Well,  this  may  be  a  correct  as- 

sumption, for  c.rtcs  there  ix  water  enough  in  the  island 
—or  there  was — and  to  spare.  The  atmosphere  is  ever 
moisture-laden,  streams  and  rivulets  run  everywhere  and 
in  all  directions,  descending  fn»m  the  central  mountain 
masses.  Th«  iture  in  Saint  Pierre  was  th 

ahnndan-  ?i  its 

!it  angles  to  the  quay,  overflowing  in  numer- 
•untains  and  •  :t  alu.ve  the  • 

In  the  beautiful  Jardin  dcs  riantcs  adjacent  to  the  city 
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a  glorious  cascade  droppe  'ifTs  into  a  1... 

dered  with  palms  and  tree  ferns.     But  for  tin-  wa'er,  in 
fact,  the  city  would  hardly  have  been  very  desirable  to 
live  in ;  for,  as  it  was,  the  odors  at  times  were  very  nearly 
overpowering,  especialh  in  the  wee  sma*  hours,  when  the 
domestics   threw   open   the   portals   of   their   res,* 
domiciles  and  bore  forth  the  garbage,  which  they  dun 
in  the  streams  flowing  through  the  gutters.     They  ap- 
peared only  at  appointed  hours,  the  city  l»cing  as  well  i 
lated  as  any  of  its  prototypes  in  France;  but  when  they 
made  their  exit  all  the  sailor  folk  in  the  harbor  kn«  \s  < >f  it. 
from  the  noisome  odors  exhaled.     Later  on.  atxnit  art 
hour  after  daybreak,  the  breakfn  were  often 

washed  in  the  clear  water  running  past  the  trottoirs; 
later,  most  attractive  babies,  variously  colored,  from  ebon 
and  chocolate  to  cafe  au  hit  and  old  gold,  but  all  h 
as  the  morn  and  shrieking  from  overplus  of  joy.     Should 
break  fast -dish  or  baby  be  released  but  for  a  second,  down 
the  steep  incline  it  would  glide,  to  be  recovered,  if  at  all, 
only  at  the  shore. 

The  public  buildings  of  Saint  Pierre — such  a>  tin- 
theater,  the  cathedral,  bishop's  pab  reat  barracks 
for  the  troops — were  all  i  ami  in  good 
taste.  The  magasins,  filled  with  European  prodn 
sufficiently  numerous,  and  the  city  was  well  equipped  with 
all  the  fittings  demanded  by  an  ambitious  metropolis  of 
the  twentieth  century. 

The  greater  portion  of  Martinique's  inhabitants  are 
black  or  colored,  the  African -derived  element  being 
.  in  preponderance  and  increasing  year  by  year. 
The  female  colored  Creoles  of  Martinique.  par 
of  Saint  Pierre,  were  celebrated  for  their  quaint  and  l»i- 
zarrc  costumes — flowing  robes  of  silk  or  caho..  al 
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and  open  and  of  the  brightest  colors.  The 
most  affected  by  the  domestics,  hucksters,  and  even  by 
women  of  the  IK-HIT  class,  was  designed  es|»ecially  for  a 
tropical  climate  and  cut  with  the  waistband  well  up  under 
the  shoulder-blade*.  It  was  locally  known  as  the 
tume  de  Josephine,"  after  a  tradition  that  this  famous 
daughter  «»f  Martinique  adopted  it  for  negligee  in  the 
seclusion  of  I  .a  Pagcric. 

:  »r  bright  colors  and  profusion  of  jewelry  is 
charact  f  the  Creole,  quadroon,  and  octoroon 

Sambo"  ncgress  I  articular  as  to  her 

turban,  which  must  be  fashioned  of  the  gaudiest  ban- 
dannas  and  ornamented  to  the  extent  of  her  means.  She 
must  1  I  brooches  and  pins,  an 

consist^  '-leu   fasces  as  big  as  a  bab\  s 

Man>  of  the  mixed  peoples  were  handsome  withal,  and 
some  of  the  girls  \\bo  come  over  from  the  farther  s: 
the  mountain,  doing  their  twenty  or  thirty  miles  to  market 
and  home  again  ever)   «1  Miietrv.      I 

•  see  them  swinging  ..\cr  the  country   roads  with 
long,  easy   strides,   immense  loads  of   produo 

It,  plantains,  tanias.  piled  high  upon  their  hea«ls. 
their  forms  erect  as  lances  and  their  torsos  such  as  might 
have  excited  the  envy  of  a  sculptor.  These  people,  and 
in  truth  all.  were  contented  and  happy,  prone  to  Ian 
filled  to  overflowing  with  an  unfailing  bonhomie.  As  I 
recall  in  memory  these  mountain  maidens  that  used  to 
come  to  town  from  the  windward  coast  with  their  bur- 
dens of  pr-  -ee  their  supple  forms  swaiing.  their 

bright  c\es  ami  white  t«  -  mg.  and  hear  again  the 

ripples  of  laughter    ami    their   cheerful    "  Bon 

and   "  Bon  soirs  "   floating  on   the  mornr 
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air.     They  were  the  brightest  of  the  Martini* 
truly  JHI  generis,  ami  it  seemed  to  me  that  in  them  the 
.try   ami   the  climate  had   found  a  perfect  type,  as 
suited  to  the  tropics  as  the  mango  or  the  pomegran.v 

-  I  was  hunting  birds  those  days,  my  first  voyage  to 
the  Lesser  Antilles  having  been  in  the  pursuit  of  ornithol- 
ogy, I  was  always  more  in  the  country  districts  than  in 
the  city,  and  so  became  acquainted  with  th. 
ous  country   folk.     They   wen-   alwa\s   willing  to  a 
me,  and  frequently  a  man  cutting  cane  in  a  field  would 
stop  his  work  to  show  me  the  haunts  of  some  bird  or 
reptile,  or  one  of  the  mountain  maidens  would  lay  down 
her  heavy  load  to  point  out  a  humming-bird  or  to  warn 
me  of  the  serpent's  lurking-place. 

It  was  the  "  serpent  "  of  Martinique,  and  the  serpent 
only,  that  the  natives  feared.  They  gave  no  heed  to 
Mont  Pelee,  believing  it  harmless ;  but  they  were  ever  on 
the  alert  as  regards  tin-  "  fer  de  lance,"  that  most  veno- 
mous of  American  serpents,  which  makes  its  particular 
habitat  in  Martinique  and  the  near  island  of  Saint  Lucia. 
It  was  their  one  haunting  fear,  by  day  and  by  nighr. 
its  bite  meant  death.  The  serpent  itself  was  so  numerous 
as  to  invade  the  houses  even  of  Saint  Pierre,  and  M 
gressively  venomous  as  to  seek  out  its  victims— in  this 
respect  being  different  from  all  others  of  its  family. 

When  hunting  in  the  Jardin  des  Plan:  h  was 

practically  within  the  city   limits,  and  one  of  nature's 
beauty  spots — with  its  tall  "  palmi  cascade- 

artificial   lakes   with   every    variety   of   tropical    foliage 
mirrored  in  them— I  was  alwa  -.panied  by  an  at- 

temlant  sent  especial!  m<-  \\lu-n  in  the  V1CU 

of  the  dreadrd  "  lancrhrad."      In  one  of  m\ 
I  made  im   headquarters  at  the  little  village  of  Mornc 
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Rouge,  from  which  I  went  out  on  hunting  excursions 
even-  morning  soon  after  daybreak.  I  ranged  over  the 
hill*,  stu-h  as  Morne  (  :i! ihasse  and  Morne  Ilalisier.  • 
up  and  over  the  slopes  of  great  Mont  Pelce,  without  see- 
any  serpent*,  though  having  several  "chose  calls" 
my  native  attendant  told  me. 

Tin-  name  "mome"  i*  applied  throughout  the  I 

West  Indies  to  the  high  hills  and  low  mountains,  hut  not 

to  the  greatest  c!<  so  there  are  many  "  monies" 

in  Martinique,  hut  onl\   one  "  mmitagne."  that  of   1' 

\\hich  is  further  distinguished  now  from  having  caused 

the  greatest  catastrophe  within  a  century.     This  mountain 

was  the  focal  point  of  all  the  north  end  of  the 

all   the   way    from    Saint    Pierre   to   Mornc 

Rouge — as  one  crossed   the   Riviere   Roxelane.   where 

toiled      half-naked      washerwomen      laundering      their 

ishes  "  \\ith  cluhs;  across  the  jmtmr.  the  level  field 

re  military  reviews  were  wont  to  be  held:    through 

.ttid  among  luxuriant  gardens — ever  in 

M"iit.u  ;»ing  grandly  up  from  sea 

to  cloudland. 

•  d   to  watch   it.   together   with   some  of  th- 
whr  jx-ople  of  Saint  Pierre,  sitting  in  the  Jardin 

or  on  a  hench  beneath  the  mango  trees  not  far  from  the 
Grande  Rue.    Twenty-five  years  ago  the  white  popula- 
te island  was  relatively  numerous;  ten  years  ago 
I  found  it  lamentably  shrunken,  and  now  it  must  be  prac- 
tical •  d.     l-'irst    the    black    Hood   having    its 
n  in    \frica.  then  the  lava  flcwxl  from  the  heart  of 

the   land  ;    now  those    French  U>rn   JK-- 
some  of  them  of  lofty  lineage,  are  almost  extinct. 

.1   few  t-  have  asserted  that  the  island  of 

Martinique,  when  at  its  best,  came  as  near  to  realizing  the 
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1  paradise  on  earth,  so  far  as  climate  and  so 
could  make  it,  as  any  portion  of  this  mundane  sphere. 

The  popular  conception  of  an  earthly  paradise  is  always 
a  tropical  one.  Eden,  the  country  of  the  l»K-t  has  a 
climate  of  perpetual  sumn,  un- 

known, except  in  refreshing  confections  and  heverages; 
where  st airly  palms  wave  their  golden 
mosphere  of  eternal   calm,  and  verdure-clad   mount 
raise  their  sun-kissed  peaks  to  an  azure  sky  in  a  land  that 
tlways  afternoon." 

That  was  the  lotus  land  of  Martinique,  as  the  casual 
visitor  saw  it.  Situated  midway  in  the  chain  of 

the  Caribbees,  and  about  half  way  between  the  equator 
and  the  northern  tropic,  it  was  one  of  the  Titanic  step- 
ping stones  that  connect  the  temp-  ith   with  the 
tropical  South.     It  possessed  all  the  qualifications  f,  ,r  the 
traditional  earthly  paradise.     Climate  and  were 
unsurpassed ;    it  had  noble  palms  in  ranks  >ves, 
o'crtopi'in-  silver-sanded  beaches  laved  by  sapphire-tinted 
waves;  and.  to  complete  the  Kdenic  simile,  it  In 
pent.     No  other  fragment  of  a  continent,  torn  fr  ; 
parent  land  and  set  adrift  in  mid-sea,  can  boast  such  a 
venomous,  pestiferous  serpent  .. 
Mow  viper,  of  Martinique. 

In  the  last  d<  rhe  fifteenth  and  the  first  of  the 

sixteenth  century.  Spain  <!  •    •!  more  land*  than  she 

could  very  well  jx»pulate.  and  many  small  islands,  partic- 
ularly of  the  Caribbees,  were  left  in  solitude,  unvi 
for    man.  I   of   them    tinallx    falling   into  the 

hands  of    French  or    I  Danes  or   Dr.  ance 

hap|H-ncd    to   appropriate    this   In-autifnl    island,    and    the 
mum-rot:  :ng   tilled    with    f«  ml. 

Frvnch  colonists  pro-  <o  great  was 


MARTINIQUE    AND    PEI  363 

rosperity.  in  fact,  that  it  attracted  the-  attention  of 
!i  adventurers,  who  coveted  and  intruded  to  own 
the  riches  of  the  Antilles. 

From  the  days  of  Drake  and  I  lawkins  to  those  of  R«xl- 
ney  and  Bonaparte,  both  France  and  Filmland  |x>ured  out 
unstinted  gore  and  millions  of  treasure  in  the  taking  and 
re-taking  of  the  insignificant  Caribbces.  Martinique,  as 
well  as  some  others,  passed  like  a  shuttle-cock  fro 
owner  to  another,  and.  as  the  eventual  outcome  of  the  pn»- 
contlict.  France  now  possesses  five  or  six  islands 
of  the  chain,  and  ( ireat  Britain  nearly  all  the  : 

Still,  in  one  sense,  as  already  intimated,  the  French 
have  triumphed  over  their  erst\\hile  foes.  f«»r.  though  they 

can  sh..\\-  tV\\er  terrestrial  possessions  in  the  Lesser 
Antilles,  their  sjieech  has  been  so  strongly  impressed  upon 
several  of  the  from  which  the  British  ousted 

them  in  centuries  past,  that  the  language  of  the  common 
IH-«.|»U-  is  almost  universally  a  French  patois. 

As  the  people  of  Martinique  have  a  dialect  of  their  own, 

SO  also  their  appearance  is  distinctive.     French  Creoles. 

especially  those  of  the  mixed  caste,  are  famous  for  their 

!  in  Martinique  they  seem  well  nigh  to  reach 

perfection.      IT  •  was,  a  subtle  alchemy,  either  in 

the  air  or  in  their  strain  of  blood,  that  gave  them  a  birth- 

il  charm.     Whatever  the  cause,  the  island 

od  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  beautiful  octoroons 

and  <|t:  --nerally  as  metis,  with  the  purple 

sheen  of  their  nn.lant   tresses  and  their  deep, 

searching,  nielaiu  1 

The  most  beautiful  tyjx-s  were  t.»  U-  found  in  the  coun- 
trv  interior—  in  the  very  district  that  ! 
h\   the  eruption  ••!"  !'<!«•;    but  they  were  often  seen  in  St. 
cd   on   the    fatal   8th   of 
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1902.  Tall,  straight  as  palms,  yet  with  a  languorous 
elasticity  of  movement  and  a  graciousness  of  manner 
peculiarly  their  own,  the  native  women  of  Martinique 
were  a  very  fascinating  quantity  in  the  personal  equation 

of  the  island. 

It  is  possible  that  their  attractiveness  was  enhanced  by 
the  costume  they  wore — else,  in  truth,  why  should  they 
have  adopted  it?     The  distinctive  style  in  Martinique  had 
as  its  most  marked  feature  a  loosely  flowing  robe,  high 
\\aisted  and  short  armed.     It  was,  as  someone  has  - 
the  original  conception  of  the  "empire  gown  ";    hut  its 
fabric  disported  the  most  startling  cole: 
by  art,  the  effect  of  which  was  generally  accentuated  by 
a  go-  andanna  turban. 

No  less  interesting,  though  not  quite  so  picturesque, 
were  the  white  Creoles  native  born  in  Martinique.     The 
white  women  were  not  so  much  in  evidence  as  tl 
save  at  the  band  concerts  on  the  sa-'iinc.  at  church,  or  at 
an  occasional  ball ;  but  to  one  who.  like  the  writer  of  this 
chapter,  knew  many  of  them  in  their  homes,  their  gra- 
cious charm  is  a  memory  most  pr«  Tin-   Martini- 
cans   were  pleasure   and    laughter-loving,    light 
h'.spitahle  in  the  French  way:   mindful  of  tl: 
ancestry    s<»me    few  of  them   could  boast;    and.    whether 
black  or  white,  jealous  of  their  island's  i  radii  • 

Perhaps  no  our  lifr  can  so  well  exemplify  the  peculiar 
fascination  of  Martinique's  fair  daughters,  and  at  the 
same  time  pr  in  epiloiw.  the  vicissitudes  ot" 

French    colonists'    fortunes,    a*    that    of    the    Km; 
Josephine,  fir^t    \\itY  of  t! 

knows  that  she  was  a  native  of  Martinique:  that,  like 
.\a|Milr<ni.  shr  wa>  island  Imrn.  and  a  -  the  trm- 

sense  of  the  word.      Her  grandfatlu-r.  M.    last! 
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hail  come  to  Martinique  in  1726.     He  settled  in 
tin-  island  a^  a  planter;  hut  that  h« 

rank  was  shown  1>y  his  application,  in  1730.  for  the  regis- 
tntti'.n  «.f  his  letters  ..f  nobility.  His  eldest  son,  Joseph. 
in  1761.  married  Mile.  Rose  Claire  dcs  Vergers  de  San- 
nois.  t«.  whose  l>eautiful  sugar  estate  the  couple  retired 
soon  after  the  marriage. 

Standing  in  the  midst  of  the  saranc  at  Fort  de  France. 
tin  capital  of  Martinique,  ami  at  present  its  largest  < 
ter  of  population,  is  an  exquisitely  carved  statue  of  pure 
white  marble,  representing  the  F.mpress  Josephine  in  her 
prime,  when  she  was  the  wife  of  Napoleon.  It  has  stood 
there  more  than  thirty  years,  or  ever  since  it  was  pre- 
sented to  the  people  of  Martinique  by  her  grandson, 
Napoleon  HI.  The  statue  fronts  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor of  Fort  de  France,  but  the  face  of  J.isephine  is  turned 
.  her  wistful  gaze  U-ing  directed  towards  a  low 
;e  of  hills  across  the  bay.  about  five  miles  away,  be- 
hind which  nestles  the  valley  in  which  slu-  \vas  born. 
There  lay  the  estate  of  SannoU.  to  which  Lieutenant 
de  la  Pageric  took  his  bride,  and  where  his 
daughter.  Josephine,  first  saw  the  light,  on  the  23d  of 
Jinn 

A  t  \pical  creolr.  Josephine  was  lithe  of  limb  and  deli- 
cate of  figure,  with  the  perfect  grace  and  freedom  of 
movement  th  •  |  from  an  outdoor  life  and  an  in- 

fancy innocent  of  the  restraints  of  the  C  nal  garb 

ivili/ation.     From  childhood  xbe  possessed  a  surj 
wins,,menexs  that    fascinated  men  and  made  women 
jeal  -us.     Her  early  years  \\cn   not  without 

hardship.     She  was  only  three  when  a  great  hurri- 
swept   <>ver    Martinique,   destroying  much  property   and 
many  lives.     The  "great  house"  of  the  Tascher  t 
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waft  ra/ed  to  tlu-  Around,  ami  tin-  \\lmle  family  lied  to  tin 

\\hich  tliry  cimi 

in  was  over,  to  find  every  stiucture  but  the 
sugar  mill  without  a  r«»  I      I  >:  •  .1  at  tin-  pro- 

of  rebuilding  his   duelling  in  a  laml  of  hurricanes.    M. 

her  took  up  his  residence  in  the 
house,  and  in  tlu-  upper  room  of  this  massive  ami 
turesquc   building  the   future  cmp-  < -phine.   live«l 

during  nearl)  \-  «»f  her  youth.     Later  si-, 

a    few    years    in    I  !  ram-e.  mainly  ^at    a    i-i.nvent 

ol.  ami  as  tlu-  j;m  st  nf  an  aunt.     At  fifteen  slu   unit 
t«)  I  ranee  t<»  heoniu*  the  hride  of  1'ieauharnaio.  and  alter- 
M  >rt  <'f  Xap'ileon. 

Thu-  <>ml  our  ken  the  most  fast-mating  .!. 

ter  of  Martinique,  and  the  hi>t   known  in  hist, 
found    fame   as   well   as   fortune — good  ami   ill — in   the 
home  of  her  ancestors;  hm  she  often  turned  t«  \\anN  the 
island  of  her  birth  as  tin   sv  t  ju-  of  her  liaj.pi- 

At  the  time  of  the  F.nijlMi  attack  UJHUI  Martinique,  in 
1762.  there  existed  in  the  island  a  society  which  could 
boast  connection  with  the  hi  1  the  best  of 

Bell<  for  many  of  the 

and  La  Pagcrie.  were  nohle  by  birth.    And,  so  l,t 
second  empir  -ted  for  ;• 

cratic  colonists  and  num.  of  good  lim 

I5ut  within  the  last   forty  years  the  white  population  has 
steadily  dwindled— as,  indeed,  it  ha*  in  all  f  It  ol 

the  West   Indies — and  to-day  oH\   the  scant  reman 
the  past  attest  to  what  made  the    French  jx.s, 
and  prosperous     The  French  islands  \\  ;nlly 

nursed  than  the   I'.riti-h.  and  have  been  n 
more;    l.ut    now    that    the    volcano    has    «1, 

:e.  \\ith  its  beautiful  JarJin  dcs  /'A;  :nuseuin. 
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catln  -dial,  seminaries.  idlOOll      its  centers  <»f  culture  and 

•n — |xx>r   Martinique  has   fallen   far  to  tin-   • 
It  was  on  the  morning  of  May  S.  HJMJ.  that  the 
trophe  occurred  in  Martinique,  almost  inconceivable  in  its 
.UK!    mon  than    any    similar    the 

-tern  I  lemisphcrc  has  known.      Mont     IVlec  had  ! 

smoke  cap"  for  several  weeks.  l»nt  the  in- 
habitants of  the  north  end  of  the  island  attributed  the 
phenomenon  to  the  volcano's  \  md  paid  little  at- 

tentioii  to  the  matter.     At  last,  however,  on  the  5th  of 
May.   tli  a   tremendous  eruption.  b\    \\hich 

thrown  far  up  into  the  air,  and  a 
overwhelmed,  with  a  loss  of  one  hunderd 
and  fifty  lives. 

ix-ople  c.f   Saint    Pierre  were  moved   from  their 

•hy  to  send  a  commission  of  in  >m posed 

of  local  who  returned  from  the  district  of  dis- 

turliance  and   rqx>rtcd   the   worst   as  over.     They   had 

hardly  made  this  re|n»rt.  however,  than  there  was  a  recur- 

-   of  the  strange  tremors  of  the  earth,  caused,  prob- 

«  am  from  internal  sources  being  forced 

through  the  crust  or  in  the  rock.     There  were 

lilies  in  plcnt).  but  they  passed  unheeded;   for,  had 

•he  "  volcan  "  stcxxl  there,  within  plain  sight  of  Saint 

Pierre,  as  long  as  man  could  rcnii'inlxT? 

Pelee  had  blustered  and   sent   out   incipient  eruptions 

.  but  nothing  serious  had  resulted  from 

the  <!rtn. MIS! rations,  so  when  at  last  the  showers  of  ashes. 

which  had  been  falling  continuously,  though  lightly,  for 

-  past  became  so  dense  that  the  sun.  on  the  morning 

•Mat   fatal  Sth  of  May.  was  hidden  from  sight,  even 

then  the  people  were  not  universally  alarmed. 

Suddenly,  ho\  t  of  the  darkness  came  a  terrific 
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if  tin-  plutonic  forces  enchained  within  tin 
.ID    lia<!    l.M.xed    themselves    at     last    and    t"rn    the 
mountain    from    its  base.     Tin-   terrified    inhabitant 
t   Pierre  had  hardly  time  to  exclaim:     "  Pclce 
blown  his  head  into  the  sky!"  when  the  d«x.  was 

overwhelmed    b\    a    veritable   cloud   nf   fire,   accmnp;.- 
by  molten  rock,  poisonous  gases.  incandescent  sand  ami 
scoriae.     The   hot   blast   consumed   the   i>cople   ere   they 
could  escape,  and  the  tierx  cinders  covered  the  entire 
of  the  city  with  a  pall  of  desolation.     Within  tl 
of  thirty  seconds   more  than  thirty  thousand  people 
wiped  out  of  existence  utterly,  sixteen  out  of  the  eighteen 
vessels  in  the  roadstead  were  either  sunk  at  their 
or  consumed  by  fire,  together  with  everybody  on  board, 
and  pn»pcrt\  to  the  value  of  one  hundred  million  d< 

yed 

In  addition  to  the  city  of  Saint  Pierre  and  its  suburb-;. 
six  other  centers  of  population  were  then  and  later  de- 

iiicluding  the  l>eautiful  hill-town,  Morne  R< 
the  total  aggregate  of  lives  lost  l>eing  not  less  than  fifty 
thousand. 

The  obliterated  towns  were  scattered  chiefly  al<-- 
northern  and  nortlus.  Mined  all  the 

from  two  thousand  to  eijjit   thousand  inbabita: 
The  capital  city  of   Martinique.   Fort  «:  the 

leeward  coast,  about   twelve  miles  southeast  of   S 
Pierre  in  an  air  '  ' -eyond  the  area  of  de\ 

and  tnwanU  this  cit\    the  various  relief  e\|H-«liti 
sent,  the   t'nited   States  t;eneniu«.ly   leading,   for  the 

•ror-  and  famine -strict-. 

pan  -ent  from  I*..rt  de  !•>.;  .int   I'ierrcas 

SOOn  as  they   could   endure   the   tcrrib!- 
from  the  cinder  buried  citv.  and  their 
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'i.in    reali/ed.      \    t>  \\    wretched    Mirvivors   were 

rched  from  tlu-  shore  immediately  after  the  eruption. 

\\hom  died ;  hut  the  only  actual  survivor  rescued 

>hat  miserable  negro  found  in  a 
dun-r.  .M.  \\ho  afterward  came  to  the  United  States  ami 
hihited  in  the  dime  museums. 
Mounds    of    ashes    .-md    calcined    rocks,    mud-pla 
\\alls  and  Masted  trees.  hideous  as  caricatures  of  nature's 
one  time  l>caiitiful  productions,  together   with  windrows 
heaps  of  contort.  i,  met  the  ga/e  of  the  awe- 

stricken  explorers  amid  the  ruins  of  Saint  Pierre.  Na- 
ture has  since  clothed  some  of  the  trees  in  verdure,  and 
htened  the  ghastly  gray  ami  formless  masses  \\ith 
Mowers;  hut  Saint  Pierre  will  ever  remain  a  dead  and 
bin  Never  more  \\ill  its  streets  be  gay  with 

laughter-loving  Creoles,  or  resound  to  mirth  of  am  sort; 

.  en  lij;ht 
to  forget. 

mi^ht   have  expected  to  hear  of  accompanying 
volcanic  disturbances  either  in  Dominica,  to  the  north  of 
•tiuii|ue.  or  in  Saint  Lucia,  next  adjacent,  to  the  south; 
hut  the  first  rumblings  were  heard  from  the  subterranean 
recesses  of  Saint  Vincent's      Sou f Here."  about  one  hun- 
dred miles,  as  the  crow  flies,  southward  from  Martinique 
ween   the  two  islands   lies   Saint    Lucia,   which   is  as 
exact  a  duplicate  of  its  northern  neighbor  in  scenery. 

at  ion  (and  also  in  the  hahits  and  speech 
of  its  peopK- )  as  can  he  imagined.    <  >nly  this  feature  Mar- 
tinique and   Saint    Vincent   have   in   common:  that  each 
b  mar  its  northern  coast;    while  Saint 
I  .u>  ilphur  mine,  as  it  is  locally  call 

•he  south,  near  its  wonderful  "  Pitons,"  or  pointed 
mountains. 
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Like  all  the  other  islands  of  the  Caribbecs.  Saint  I  i 
consists  of  a   mountain   mass,   volcanic   i: 
thrown  up  abruptly  from  the  sea.     Thi-  •*  of  hills 

ami  mountains  is  covered  with  the  l>eautiful  vegetation 
peculiar  to. the  tropics,  with  palms  and  plantain*.,  ba 
and    sugar-cane    along    the    coast,    tree-ferns    and    a 
wilderness  of  gigantic  trees  in  the  hills.      Although  the 
island  is  little  more  than  twenty  miles  in  1<  th  a 

breadth  of  about  ten.  yet  it  contains  many  wonders,  not 
alone  of  vegetable  growth,  but  in  its  ph  atures  as 

well. 

The  mountains  rise  to  various  heights,  some  of  them 
3000  feet  above  the  sea.  while  deep  valleys  indent  the 
coast,  containing  Ian  eeding  fertility.  Nu: 

ous  bays,  with  beaches  of  yellow  sand,  lie  embosomed 
among  the  black,  basaltic  cliffs,  and  h  nail 

villages,   that   arc   sprinkled    around   the   bases   of    the 
hills. 

The  extreme  fertility  of  Saint  Lucia  is  the  bane  of  the 
planter,  as  well  as  his  source  of  revenue:  for  the  island 
is  afflicted  with  terrible  endemic  f«  i  the 

rich,  deep  soil  and   its  decaying  growth  of  \< 
Ever  since  its  discover  .  Saint  ! 

has  been  a  scourge  to  the  settler  and  soldier. 

Thousands  of  brave  men  have  left  their  bones  in  this 
rich  soil,  and  have  drenched  almost  every  hillside  on  the 
northern  shore  with  their  blood.     For,  not  only  the  n 
fevers  have  decimated  the  garrison^  during 
this    island    has    U-i-n    in    !  :i    possession,   but 

hav«  of    attack    from    other    i*»<.     For 

nearly  two  hundred  years    Saint   I  .ucia   was  a  bon- 
contention    between    Kngland    ami    F: 
power  and  then  the  other  would  prevail,  until  at  la 
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tin-  early  part  of  this  century,  it  was  finally  taken  fr«»in 
the   l-'rcnch  by  Sir  Samuel  Hood,  and  has  remained  in 

sh  hands  ever  sii:< 

Its  hist.irv  is  that  ,,i"  near!  sland  in  the  < 

bean  Archi|>elagn.  except  Barbados,  for  there  is  not 
of   them    that    has   not   cost  a   hundred   tin  value 

in  blood  and  treasure.     Although  a  long  time  i 
posv  ,-t  it  is  only  within  a  lYw  years  that  < Ireat 

Britain  has  d<»iu   am thing  to  make  this  strong  position 

Me  one. 

All  these  volcanic  islands  have,  owing  to  their  sheer, 
abrupt   mountain   walls,  running  directly  down   into  the 
sea,  deep  water  right  up  to  their  shores.     Now  ami  then, 
the  case  of  Saint  I.ueia  and  Grenada,  there  are  deep, 
fiord-like  fissures  running  up  into  the  land,  forming  ex- 
cellent harUirs.       We  may  safely  say  that  there  is  not, 
.•-here  in  the  West   Indies,  a  letter  harbor  than  that 
of  Castries,  on  the  northern  coast  of  Saint  I.ueia.     It 
mile  or  so  in  depth,  by  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  and  is 

;iletel\   sheltered  and  land-locked. 
It   was  into  the  harbor  of  Castries  that  the  crippled 
the   only    vessel   that   escaped   from   Saint 
Pierre's  harbor  on  that  dreadful  day  in  May,  1902,  came 
steaming   -!«>\\ly.   coir  i  "aptain    Freeman  holding 

the  helm  with  burned  and  Mistered  hands.      He  and  his 
men  went  into  hospital,  and  from  the  ship  were  taken 
wing  the  effects  <>f  that  "cloud  of 
'  \\hich  enveloped  and  nearly  destroyed  it.     Here  is 
\  burning  n  \n  up  by  the  volcano 

struck  ir  le  <>n.     The  sho.-k  was  so  ter- 

rible that  it  marl .  I,  big  U  she  is.     <  >n 

>n  that  bad  precede  I  the  shock 
to  or.  hat  looked  like  a  great  wall  of 
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llame  rapidly  approaching  us  fn.m  the  volcano,  all  ol 
«.M  board  sought  shelter  wherever  it  was  possible  to  get 
I  mm   the   terrible   hail    which   then    be^an   to   fall 
:   ran   into  the  chait-n-mn.   but    the 

burning  cml«  thcx 

*xx  ept    in  through   the  door,  almost    Kt£  me  ami 

scorching  m<  Mix.     I  managed  ' 

uhere   I   mustered  a  few  survivors  and  ordered  them  m 
slip  the  cables.     While  thi*  wax-  bein^r  d« me  1  leaped  upon 
the  bridge,  and  instantly  we  were  clear  1  rani;  to  th< 
i;meer   for   full    speed    astern  •!    and    thinl 

the    firemen    had    reaped    injury. 

Thcx    bravely  did  their  part  at   this  awful  time,  but   the 
doXMipour  «>n  the  deck  MTU  10  terrible  that  the  nun  omld 
not  xxork  there.     The  steering 
mas>  of  debris  that  had  fallen  on  the  ship  and 
up  exerx    |>art    of   her.     Acconlin^lx.   alter   running 
s.  ime  time  astern.  1  rani:  .i^.tin  and  \\ent  aluad.  and 
tinned  this  until  the  p  •«  d  from  the  a>hes  and 

•  lust  that  seemed  to  block  everytln 

•  n  h..ms  later  the  "  Ixoddam  "  entered  ' 
At  the  head  of  the  harbor  is  the  principal  town 

.0.1     |)llb' 

hundred    shabby    dxxellin^s.    and    a    public 
square  and  botanical  :  Thcxxat-  'l»at 

the  largest  ships  -n  directly  tip  to  the  what 

but.  having  said  that   the  harb  nd  shel- 

.    b*f  said  all  th. 

owini;  to  tin-  tii;nitx   ••»'  tl:  MU  hilN.  and 

the  obstruction  to  tin-  free  plax   of  the  air.  this  b.trl 
one  of  the  hottest  and  sii-kh- 

(  >nlx  tlu   natives  ran  li\e  for  anx   h n-th  of  time  in  this 
•leioiis   hole.      The   »  b 
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•nent  depot  uas  made  tin-  subject  f« »r  parliamentary 
inquiry,  its  in*aluhrit\  \\a>  so  u«  «t<  ui.  nis.  It  is  ,,nl\  tin- 
fact  of  the  almost  impregnable  strength  .  :  ion.  and 

on*  situation  |>  tin-  north 

ill  America,  that  1  mled  the  cho:  Jish 

:s  have  declared  tliat.  so  far  as  natural  situation 
features  are  v-niuvriKMl.  the  crest  of  tl  tlu-  liiu- 

«.f  hills  ininu-iliatrlx  almvc  I'astric-s— i>  un.xiirpa»i-»l  for 
tlu-  purpose  of  fort ifu-atii »n. 

t'mliT  tlu-ir  ilirrfti<>n  during  the  feu   \rarx  paM 
tein  M|  furtitu-atiMii  ha^  IKTII  plaiuiiMl   \\hii-h.  «le- 

i-lai-  ;iii\tl>iiii,'   MM    tlu-    Anu-rican   omtiiu-nt.   not 

i  except ini;  (Juehec.     IVrf<  \  has  IK-CII  main- 

tained during  these  dperations.  and  no  outsiders  have 
been  admitted  within  the  line  of  defense  as  marked  out  by 
the  engineers.  All  the  laborers  are  guarded;  and.  as  few 
of  them  ultimately  escape  the  deadly  fever.  IU«»M  of  them 
have  i-arrieil  the  secret  with  them  to  tbe  grave. 

\  isitors  are  permitted  to  ascend  the  hills  al>ove  the 
town  as  far  as  the  ijoverniueiit  h<.use,  about  half  way  up. 
and  thence  the  vieu   is  maijninYent.     A  goodly  portion  of 
the  islaiul  is  within  view,  ami  also  the  shores  of  fair  Mar- 
tinique,  across    the   channel   of  clear   water.      I  Set  ween 
Saint    I.ucia  ami   Martinique,  beyond  the  channel,  rises 
an  immense  mass  of  basalt,  called  Diamond  Rock.    This 
ited  rock  was  at  one  time  seized  by  the  English  dur- 
ing their  war  with  the  French  in  the  last  century,  pro- 
1  with  a  garrison  and  fortified.     It  wa  !  on 

the  admiralty  li-t-  U  "Hi-  Majesty's  ship.  Diamond 
Rock  ":  and  for  a  twelve-month  the  crew  of  gallant  Eng- 
lish tars  held  to  their  perilous  position,  bombarding 
everything  that  passed  between  their  ship  and  the  main. 
The\  \\ere  at  last  compelled  to  capitulate,  their  admiral 
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having  gone  off  ami  i  them;    but  not  until  all 

their  provisions  were  exhar, 

Right  across  the  channel  from  Diamond  Rock,  and  al- 
most within  sight  of  the  T/.s'iV  of  Saint  Lucia,  lies  the 
•  •I  la  Pagerie,  once  the  home  of  Josephine.  The 
ruins  of  the  house  in  which  she  was  born  are  yet  poi 
out,  and  the  pool  in  the  stream  where  sin  usc-d  to  bathe 
may  still  lx-  seen  beneath  the  silk-cotton  trees. 

One  should  not  leave  this  tropical  island  without  mak- 
ing a  visit  to  the  far- famed  Soufriere,  or  sulphur 
posit,  at  the  other  end  of  the  island.  Saint  Lucia's  in- 
ferno is  only  about  fifteen  miles  from  Castries,  and  there 
encounter  sulphurous  smells,  but  far  preferable  to 
those  of  the  hill-beleaguered  town. 

The  Soufriere  is,  in  fact,  the  crater  of  an  extinct,  or 
at  least  quiescent,  volcano,  about  looo  feet  above  the  sea 
level.  It  covers  about  three  acres;  a  vast  caldron  ot 
phnr  water  is  in  constant  ebullition.  The  shell  covering 
the  infernal  hole  beneath  must  be  remarkably  thin,  judg- 
ing from  the  rumblings  In-neat h  and  the  heat.  Now  and 
then  a  person  breaks  through  this  brittle  dome,  and  gets 
his  foot  well  scalded.  An  old  negro  was  point  i 
me  who  had  lost  a  leg  in  this  manner:  in  fact,  the  indi- 
vidual was  begging  for  pennies  with  which  to  purchase  a 
wooden  leg  to  take  the  place  of  his  original  member. 

Near  the  Soufriere  rise  those  remarkable  mountains, 
the  "  IV  .i|H-d  hills,  about  2500  feet   in 

height.  They  shoot  straight  up  from  the  sea,  a  beautiful 
hay  tx'twei  n  them,  looking  at  a  distance,  as  the  sailors 
in  those  seas  say,  like  a  pair  of  donkey's  cars. 


CHAPTER  XX I  \ 
S  \IMT  VINCENT  AND  ITS  SOUFRIERE 

on  the  summit  of  the  Soufrierc  —  A  volcano  that  seem- 
ingly slumbered  —  But  awoke  in  1902  —  The  eruptions,  ninety 
years  apart,  very  similar  in  their  phenomena  —  How  the 
country    was    destroyed  —  The    settlements    of    Yellow    and 
Black    Caribs — Hemmed     in     l>>     boiling    lava     rivers     and 
unable  to  escape  --The  devastated  third  of  Saint  Vincent  — 
Destruction  of  the  Wallibou  and  Richmond  estates—  I  : 
of  the  author  killed  by  deadly  fumes  —  When  I  was  a  guest 
at  Richmond  estate,  ami  climbed  the  great  volcano  — An 
on  a  mule  —  Crossing  the  dr.  iade  by  former  erup- 

tions—  A  lunch  in  the  high-woods — My  camp  4000  feet 
above  the  sea  —  Aspect  of  the  two  craters  of  the  Soufrierc  — 
A  venturesome  feat  —  In  search  oi  >ird  —  How 

we  li\ed  in  a  ca\e  ?i\e  days  and  nights  —  A  Christmas  dinner 
at  high  altitude  — Man  Toby  sMrings  a  surprise  —  A  <l<  * 
Yellow  Carib  country  — Old  friends  with  whom  I  had 
fished  and  hunted  —  An  Indian  giant's  descendant  —  A  ban- 
quet hall  in  the  open  and  a  \aried  menu  —  How  to  catch  the 
iguana  —  Food  of  the  Caribs  and  their  beverages  —  The 
Indians  now  extinct  as  a  community  —  A  race  with  death  — 
Brained  by  the  volcano  —  Kingstown  the  capital. 

O-f  my  adventures  occurred 
in  a  sp«,t  \\hich  can  no  longer  be  1"  \cept 

relatively  t<>  its  fWmcr  surroundings,  for  it  has 
been  removed  from  the  earth.  I  refer  to  the  summit  of  the 
Saint  Vincent  Soufriere.  a  vd  lx»fore  the  terrible- 

eruption  of  1 002.     If  that  eruption  had  taken  place  some 
t\ventv-t;  previi.ush    it    wnuld   have  deprived  me 
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of  an  unicjm  .md  tlu-  scientific  world  of  sev- 

rare  birds,  f.  .r.  in  the  last  nmnili  of  1X78.  I  \\as  en- 
camped in  a  cave  in  the  volcano's  crater-brim.  At  the 
period  of  mv  ascent  the  volcano  was  ••nly  a  liar: 

it  uith  a  past,  gloomy  and  forbidding  «  tow- 

ering above  the  coast  and  range  of  interior  mountain*  in 
majestv.  but  formidable  only  through  tradition. 

It   was  noted  as  the  last    \\est    Indian  volcano   from 
\\hich  the  nineteenth  century  had  witnessed  destructive 
eruptions,  in  the  year  iSu.  the  same  day  that  Carac.; 
\  enezuela,  was  destroyed,  having  let   loose  its  internal 
forces  and  devastated  the  north   end  of  Saint   Vincent. 
Ten  thousand  people  perished  in  Caracas  that  dav.  but  in 
Saint  Vincent  the  loss  of  life  was  small,  though  the  i 
was  covered  with  ashes,  cind<  and  mai 

were  ruined.     Then  the  giant  returned  t"  ngly 

sempiternal  repose,  during  ninet\  -.ving  ti«> 

of  the  terrible  potential  energies  \\hich  were  to  be 
against  the  unfortunate  dwellers  on  its  seaward-stretch- 
ing Hanks  ami  spurs. 

Saint   Vincent,   as    I    knew   it    in    1878  and    '71).   had 
changed    little   when    1    revisited   the   island   in 
but  ten  years  after  this  latter  date  it  had  b< 
from  an  abode  of  terrestrial  delights  into  an  isl«  of  semi- 
desolation.    On  the  occasion  of  neither  visit  did  I  <i< 
any  evidence  of  activity,  present  or  p-  n  the 

quiescent  Soufriere  that  towered  above  the  north  end  of 
the  island,  one  hundred  miles  due  south  from  IVlee.  the 
eruption  from  which  was  synchronous  with  its  ,.\\n.    At 
the  time  of  the  eruption  of  1812.  "  a  century  had  el. 
since  the  last  convulsion  <>f  the  mountain 
other  elements  had  disturbed  the 
ness  besides  those  which  are  common  to  the  tr<  • 
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•  ml)    slumbered  in  primeval  solitude  and 
tranquillity,  and  from  the  luxuriant  variation  and 
growth,   which   covered   its   sides   fr..m   bf  :mmit. 

I  to  discountenance  tlie  fact  and  falsity  the  record 
of  the  ancient  volcano." 

:!y  another  century  rolled  round,  or.  to  he  . 
uithin  ten  days  of  nine:  nit    stirred 

turned  over  in  his  sK-ep.  and  crushed  the  pygmy 
duellers  uithin  the  radius  of  his  activity.  The  second 
time,  uithin  the  memory  of  man.  human  brings  were 
caught  napping,  and  human  lives  uere  lost,  through  a 
disregard  of  this  giant's  \\arnings. 

months    before    the    last    eruption    took 
•he  people  resident  at  I'.alaine  and  Windsor  Korest, 
on   the   Hanks  of   the   Soulriere.   felt    repeated   sh. ,, 
earthquake  and  heard  fearful  gambling  sounds  proceed- 
•rom  the  earth's  interior. 

uere    disquieted,    though     lot    to    the    extent    of 

.;   their  h«  >::ie>  ;  but   when,  on  Saturday,  the  31!  of 

earthquakes  occurred  continually,  they  began 

lx  their  belongings;  and  on  the  oth.  when  smoke 

and  tlanie.s  were   M  en  to  emit  from  th--  old  crater,  the 

the  Caribs   living  on  tin    leeuard  coast 

i  to  trek  to  pi. 

They  started  to«>  late,  for  by  that  time  the  rivers  run- 
!«iwn  to  the  coast  were  Ixiiling  hot.  the  mountain 
uere    enveloped    in    dense    clouds  of    smoke   ami 
vapor,   shot    through    with    brilliant    flames    which    rose 
.ihove  and  all  around   the  original   crater  of  the 
Soufriere.     All  available  boats  v  vd   by   fleeing. 

terror-stricken  people  of  the  leeward  coast,  who  hurried 
toward  Kingst,,n.  the  capital,  with  tales  of  dreadful  hap- 
penings (  Mi  \\  i  the  7th.  the  noises  from 
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the  crater  were  like  l!  ;  thunder.  « »r  thr  i.-ar  and 

rail  It-  of  incessan1  ...liiiniis  of  thick. 

n.p\    smoke  were  belched  forth   from  tin    cratrr.  while 
tin-   volume  of  pumice,  g:  ,-d   rartli.  an«l   It 

was  so  vast  and  was  expcIU-<|  with  such  force  as  to  fall 
"ii  the  roofs  of  Kingston,  a  dn/rn  miles  awa\.  like  a 
rific  shower  of  hail.     The  roar  and  rattle  of  tin-  falling 
stones  was  draiVning. 

The  gran  I  from  the  town  of 

(  hati-aulicllair.  on  tin-  K-ruanl  « »r  ursttrn   *}\»n-  •  I   the 
i>!and.    beginning   at    about    noon    of   the    7th.    with    a 
magnificent    column   of   smoke  rising  toward  the  zenith, 
climbing,   ever    climbing,   and    illumined    by    multiform 
electric  flashes  darting  in  every  direction. 
like  thin  ropes  of  golden  hue.  they  would  rush,  rocket- 
like,  up  through   the  mighty  pillar  'kc.  thr< 
which    darted    continuousl\    the    most    awful    Hashes    of 
forked    lightning."     According  to  the  reports  of  ob^ 

the  phenomena   ,  tl;    the  duplicate  of  those 

which  occurred  in    iSu.  and  an  account  of  the  former 
would  answer  for  the  latt< 

The  later  eruption,  h  of  longer  dir 

than  the  former,  for  the  >  -immered  and  boiled. 

muttered  and  growled,  intermittently, 
and  month-,  keeping  the  inhabitants  of  the  island  in  a 
state  of  constant   terror  and  suspense.     When  the 
outbreak  had  somewl  «  d.  it  was  found  that  fully 

one-third  the  island,  north  of  a  line  drawn  from  t 
teaubellair  on  the  western  coast,  to  Ci«  n  "ii  the 

eastern,  had  been  devastated,  while  the  eventual  total  of 
:ms    killed    amounted  than    t\\.     thousand. 

A  la  i  had  been  overwhelmed  than  in  Martin 

but.  as  it  was  less  drnsrls  |H,pulated  than  the   former,  there 
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had  been  a  lesser  loss  of  life.  The  chief  loss  fell  upon 
tin  (  a  nbs  of  the  island,  who  were  practically  exter- 
minated. 

The  "  Carib  Country  "  of  Saint  Vincent  comprised— on 
paper — aii  that  portion  of  the  island  on  l>oth  coasts  to 
the  north  of  a  line  drawn  across  from  the  town  of  Cha- 
teauU-llair  on  the  leeward  coast  to  Georgetown  on  the 
windward;  but  in  jKiint  of  fact  the  Caribs  possessed  but 
a  small  fraction  of  the  lands.  There  were  two  colon 
one  settlement  of  "  P.lack  C "aribs."  as  th.-M-  were  called 
in  whom  the  negro  blood  lominant.  and  another 

of  "Yellow  Caribs."  who  had  less  negro  blood  in  their 
veins,  and  some  of  whom  could  boast  an  uncontaminated 
line  of  descent  from  cannibal  ancestry. 

Strange  to  say — and  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  reflection 
upon  the  manner  in  which  the  P.ritish  have  treated  these 
brave  people — the  comparatively  pure-blood  Caribs  had 
no  reservation  in  tribal  or  individual  name,  but  were 
;>elled  to  rent  land  of  the  white  proprietors  of  Saint 
Vincent.  Their  principal  settlement  was  at  Sandy  1 
in  the  most  secluded  part  of  the  island,  at  the  northeast 
end.  The  Hay  settlement  took  its  name  from  a  beach  of 
gray  sand  guarded  by  volcanic  rocks,  overtopped  and 
tapestried  by  tropical  vegetation.  The  seas  are  h< 
here  on  the  windward  coast  ex|K>sed  to  the  fierce  Atlantic, 
and  the  Caribs.  though  exjHTt  watermen,  were  smnc- 
tinu  without  fish  food  of  any  kind.  Around 

their  wattled  huts  of  palm,  however,  they  all  had  gardens 
filled    with    tropical    vegetables    and    fruits,    their    chief 
cultivation  Ix-ing  cassava  and  arrowroot,  for  which  there 
a  good  sale. 

lived  on  or  near  the  northwesterly 
tip  of  the  island,  at  a  place  called,  from  the  shape  of  a 
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high  hill  there.  Morne  K'-mk-.     Jn  habit  and  disposition 
tlu-y   \\ere  similar  to  the  Yell-  ;t  there  • 

many    so   black    as    to    In-    hardly    distinguish. T 

I '.Mth    si-ttlrinnr  >  of  the 

•MI    the    Yellow    Caribs*   country    the    great 
Sou  mm-    rest-mbling  a   gigantic    1  Juint.     \ 

lava  rivers  descending  both  flanks  of  the  volcano, 
their  escape  cut  off  h\  u««t  ^tran-«  that  rn-arh  all 

perished  in  the  great  "  Ter 

History  repeated  itself  in  this 

in   1812.  it  began  with  terrible  detonations,  followe- 
dense  column  ke.  and  then  the  crater  burst  its  con- 

tinrN   and   overflowed   the  adiacnit   country   with   molten 
mud.  with  an  accompaniment  of  poisonous  gases  \v! 
killed  whomsoever  were  not  whelmed  by  the  tlo«>d  of  mud 
and  lava.     The  Sou  frit-re,  in  fact,  surpassed  all  prr\ 
performances,  and  slew  hundreds  of  people  where  it 
killed   only    scores   l>efore.     T!  '.an! 

shores  nearest  to  the  volcano,  \\allibou  and  Richm 
which  suffered  somewhat  in  tl  fime.  \\«-- 

latter  instance  utterly  destroyed.     A    t Mi-rent   of  boiling 
mud  swept  over  the  sugar  mill  <-t  llilxm  e- 

and  then,  in  the  midst   .,f  ni-ht's  darkness  through  the 
obscuration  of  the  MIII  by  smoke  and  vajwirs.  tl'.. 
house"  of  Richmond  was  carried  froi 
eight  people  ix-riOiing  in  its  ruins. 

In  that  same  Richmond  ^: 

the  hospitable  Kvel\n<.  I  '  week  on  my 

first  visit  in  iS;S;  and  on  my  second,  thirtei 
I    \\  i   jovial   Scot  chin. 

;m<l  his  \\ife,  both  of  whom  were  killed   in  the  eru; 

In   response  to  my   iiKjuirx .  about   a   month  after  the 
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volcanic  eruptions,  there  came  a  letter  telling  me  that 
while  most  of  the  white  people  I  had  known  were  alive, 
though  in  straitened  circm;  .md  in  a  constant  state 

of  alarm,  all  the  Carib  Indians  of  my  acquaintance  had 
been  killed  by  tin-  deadly  fumes. 

"The  only   white   j>eople   killed    whom   you    formerly 
knew."  my  corresj>ondent  wnv  A  ho 

had  just  removed  from  the  Richmond  estate,  on  the  lee- 
ward roast.  t«>  (  >range  Hill,  on  the  windward.  They  had 
been  at  the  latter  place  only  three  weeks  when  the  erup- 
tion took  place,  and  they  both  fell  victims  to  the  p 
fumes.  Mr.  l-'ra^.-r  was  f,.und  sitting  in  an  easv  chair  in 
his  gallery,  with  a  smile  on  his  face,  and  his  wife  iu  the 
vn.  l>oth  dead.  JiM  a  few  hours  before  a  friend  •  f 
the  family  tried  to  persuade  them  to  leave  the  planta1 

S  crater  wa<  showing  SJ^UN  of  eruption;  but  they 
would  not.  though  the  friend  « 

"The  ph\sical   features  of  Richmond  and  \Vallibou," 
te   my   corresj>ondent.   "have  changed   entirely,   the 
latter  presenting  the  appearance  of  one  broad  stretch  of 
lime--  -h  oidv  scant  remains  of  the  sugar  factory; 

while  the  former  shows  hardly  more  thin  the  foundations 
of  the  lions,-.    The  heat  during  the  first  few  days  was  so 

it  that  no  one  could  approach  the  scene  of 
tion:  but  when  finally  surveyed,  it   was   found  that  the 
shore  had  receded,  and  deep  water  covered  spots  once 

by  foot  or  on  horseback." 

How  different  was  th>  >f  the  region  when,  nu 

Christmas   week.    I    found   mv^elf  a  guest   at   Richmond 

'•ad    well    l»egnn. 

rk    in    the   sugar   mills   was   entirely    suspended,    and 

:om  the  difficulties  of  securing  a  guide  for  the 

trip)    the  time  was  ai  for  an  ascent  of  the  Sou- 
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friere.     The  rains  that  always  accompany  the  hum 
season—extending  frmn  July  to  November — had  entirely 
ceased  in  the  low  1  1  the  weather  was  serene. 

I  made  a  preliminary  ascent  and  return  one  day  to 
ascertain  the  necessary  equipment  for  a  prolonged  Stay 
on  the  summit,  and  two  da>s  afterward  e«.-;i\cd  the  final 
journey.  My  host  had  provided  a  mule  for  me  to  ride 
and  a  black  man  as  servant  and  burden  bearer,  while  a 
small  boy  trotted  alongside,  laden  with  a  huge  hamper 
or  Carib  basket  filled  with  good  things  to  eat  and  drink, 
which  he  carried  well  balanced  on  his  head. 

We  followed,  first,  the  road  along  the  shore,  at  tin 
base   of  great   cliffs   and   between   clumps   of   gru-gru 
palms,  then  forded  the  turbulent  river,  which  \\.is  entirely 
extinguished  by  the  last  eruptbn.  finally  arriving  at  tin- 
bed  of  the  "dry-river,"  a  channel  filled  with  lava  in  the 
outjxmring  of  1812.     The  steep  hanks  on  either  side  this 
lava  river  were  like  hanging  gardens  of  vines,  palms, 
ferns,   and    wild   plantain< :     but    the    broad.    rocky   beds 
were  barren  of  all  vegetation  as  well  as  without  water. 
After  passing  through  an  attractive  cane  tu  Id  i  whi 
now  but  an  area  of  desolation)  we  reached  the  still  more 
attractive  foot-hills,  where  the  real  climb  began,  over  a 
ridge  dividing  two  beautiful  valleys,  at  that  time  verdant 
and   smiling,  but   now   denuded  of  all   vegetation.   ! 
choked  and  blasted  by  fiery  gases. 

Two  hours'  riding  took  me  to  the  forest  « 
within  which  w .  *  gommier."  lex-ally  known  aft 

the  "  maroon."  or  picnic,  tree.     H<  MI  ordained  a 

halt  for  breal  man  unpacked  the  smaller  hamper 

and  it  a  fine  repast  which  had  IK-CII  prepared  in 

•lie    good    i*  loud.      V 

then  in  the  "high-w^  »t  lx-lt.  t 
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all  the  hills  of  the  island  nlxwc  an  altitude  of  1500  feet. 
The  heat  MI"  tlu-  lowland^  was  here  tem|>cre<l  by  altitude 
and  the  cool  breezes  that  played  through  the  leafy  canopy 
overhead,  while  the  gloom  lK-neatb  the  grtat  tree  was 
enlivened  by  the  play  of  humming  bfa  gS.  In  the 

tree  tops  cooed  the  woo<l  pi:  MI  a  distance  caine 

the  subdued  chatter  of  wild  pan 

Another  mile  of  climbing  over  a  steep  but  well-made 

trail  took  us  along  the  back-bone  of  the  ridge,  well  above 

the  high-woods,  where  the  surface  was  covered  with  a 

v  woven  carpet  of  ferns  and  lyco|>odiuins,  and  when 

!  reached  an  altitude  of  about  4000  feet  wafts  of 

sulphur  fumes  warned  me  that  we  were  near  the  crater's 

edge.      Here  my  mule  balked  violently,  either  at  the  nar- 

n»w.  tortuous  trail  ahead  or  the  objectionable  fumes  of 

sulphur,  and  I  had  to  dismount  and  proceed  the  rest  of 

the  way  on  foot. 

Suddenly  I  came  upon  the  crater,  descending  from  the 
narrow  brim  ii|>on  which  I  stood  like  an  amphitheater, 
nearly  circular,  and  about  a  mile  in  diameter.  It  formed 
an  almost  |HTl"ect  lx>wl.  with  sides,  in  places,  almost  per- 
pendicular. There  were  two  craters,  in  fact,  divided  by 
a  jagged  escarpment,  one  known  as  the  "old."  and  the 
other,  which  i>  said  to  1  formed  by  the  eruption 

of  1812,  called  the  "  new."  It  used  to  be  a  feat  of  ven- 
turesome sailors  to  swarm  across  the  dividing  wall,  one 
of  the  EamOtU  penooaga  to  attempt  it.  in  1801,  Ijeing  the 
•uke  of  Saxe-Coburg-Ciotha.  The  double  crater 
was  lowest  at  its  northeast  brim,  over  which,  in  the  last 
eruption  and  in  that  of  nir,  rs  ago,  poured  the 

floods  that  vd  Morne  Ronde. 

I  watched  the  placid  lake  during  the  greater  part  of  a 
week,  for  in  a  sco  hole  just  under  the  dome- 
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shaped  suintnit  of  the  southern  xva! 

cave,  though  scarcely  ten  feet  deep)  I  took  up  my  abode. 
It  was  a  crazy  thing  to  do — granted  ;  but  I  had  an  object 
in  camping  there  which  (at  least  at  that  time)  seemed  to 
me  worthy  UK-  mean*  I  was  comj>ellcd  to  adopt,  in 
brief,  the  real  object  of  my  trip  was  not  so  much  to  study 
meteorological  or  other  conditions  on  a  volcano  summit 
in  the  tropics,  four  thousand  feet  above  the  sea,  a 
obtain  a  new  bird. 

This  was  alxmt  the  end  of  my  first  year  in  the 
Indies,  and  I  had  already  been  fortunate  enough  to  find 
several  new  species  of  birds.     So.  when   I   was  told  in 
Kinds',. n.  the  capital  «.f  Saint  Vincent,  that  there  was  a 
bird   resident  on  the  Sonfricre  which  no  man  had 

.  much  less  taken,  alive  or  dead.  I  xxas  inspired  with 
the  desire  to  get  it.     In  my  preliminary  trip  I  had  h- 
but  had  not  been  able  to  find,  the  "  mysterious  Souf- 
bird."  as  it  was  called;  hence  the  second  ascent  and  the 
camp  in  the  crater. 

My  black  man.  T  late  in  arriving  at  the  cave, 

burdened  as  he  was  with  an  enormous  load  of  provisions, 
and  the  sun  had  set  In-fore  our  preparations  were  tin 
for  the  night.     I  had  made  many  camps  before,  and  by 
my   direction    Toby    planted    four   small   trees,   which   he 
hewed  down  with  his  cutlass,  about 

the  crotches  i.f  \\hich  I  stretched  a  line  and  hung  im 
hammock.  A  p<-K-  atove  served  to  spread  a  square  of 
canvas,  which  \v;i  I  at  the  corners  to  IK- 

i-ito  the  s,  ,il.  an  army  blanket   was  bedding,  and  an  old 
I  as  a  pillow. 

As  for  Toby,  he  crouched  in  a  sheltered  corner  of  tin 
.  after  we  had  munched  sardines  and  and 

drunk  some  coffee,  and  from  the  wa\  lie  snored  I  t 
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he  did  not  much  concern  himself  as  to  his  environment. 
He  was  a  philosophic  negro,  and  after  passing  the  first 
night  in  some  discomfort  he  next  day  built  a  shelter  of 
sticks  and  balisier  leaves,  accepted,  though  not  without 
protest,  one  of  my  blankets,  and  seemed  perfectly  con- 
tent—or he  was  until  he  learned  the  object  of  my  visit  — 
the  shooting  of  the  Soufriere  bird— when  his  belief  in 
jombies  and  obeah  asserted  itself  so  strongly  that  it 
with  difficulty  I  persuaded  him  to  remain  until  the  end. 

After  three  days  had  passed  without  even  a  glimpse  of 
the  "  invisible  bird,"  and  I  had  suffered  considerably  from 
bruises  received  by  falling  into  pot-holes  and  rav; 
concealed  by  the  dense  matting  of  ferns  and  lycopodiums, 
Toby  asserted  "  him  was  jombie-bud,  sah  ;  him  bring  yo* 
bad  luck,  ef  yo'  don'  watch  out  !  " 

I  was  then  anxious  to  shoot  the  bird,  if  only  to  prove  to 
Man  Toby  the  fallibility  of  his  argument,  and  at  dawn  of 
the  fourth  day.  after  passing  a  restless  night  drenched  by 
the  mists  from  the  "  trades,"  I  wandered  out,  determined 
to  get  the  bird,  if  it  lay  in  my  power  to  do  so.  Fortune 
favored  me,  at  least  to  the  extent  of  granting  my  desire, 
and  before  ten  o'clock  I  held  in  my  hand  the  first  bird  of 
it>  kind  ever  seen  and  identified  by  man.  I  had  brought 
it  within  range  by  a  bird-call  the  Dominican  Caribs  had 
•ht  me,  and  which  I  had  forgotten  to  use  before  on 
this  trip.  After  the  capture  of  the  first  bird  I  merely 
waded  into  the  dense  growth  of  ferns,  keeping  nr 
concealed,  and  called  others  of  the  species  to  me,  procur- 
ing in  this  manner  a  sufficient  number  for  my  purpose. 

The  fifth  morning  of  nur  stay  dawned,  like  all  the  four 
preceding  days,  with  the  mountain  and  crater  wrapped  in 
mist.  Having  my  birds  t«>  ^kin  and  notes  to  write  up.  I 
had  concluded  to  refrain  from  hunting,  especially  as  it 
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was  Christmas  morning,  and  we  lin«l  a  !«•• 
journey  to  make  down  the  windward  c<»a>t  to  ("arib  land. 
Toby  sat  in  the  cave's  mouth,  gloomy  and  glowering.    As 
I  rolled  out  of  my  hammock,  he  said : 

"  Massa,  you  know  what  da. 

"  Yes,  Toby ;  it  is  Christmas,  and  a  mighty  gloomy  < 
too,  it  seems  to  me." 

Dat  am  fac,  massa.    Ain'  seen  de  sun  good  sense 
come  heah,  fo'  truf.     But  dc  sun  am  gwinc  tcr  shine,  sah, 
'bout  noon.     Xow.  me  massa,  me  ax  as  'ticlar  favah  dat 
you  go  'way  about  er  houah  while   I   gits  de  bre! 
ready.     I'se  gut  a  s'prise  fo'  you,  sartin  shr 

Loath  as  I  was  to  leave  camp,  I  c<>u!d  n<»t  but  see  that 
Toby  had  some  particular  reason  for  desiring  my  absence 
a  while,  and  so  humored  him.  Taking  my  gun.  I 
dered  away  to  the  verge  of  the  western  crati-r.  \\here  I 
was  given,  as  the  sun  dissolved  the  mists  that  hung  about 
the  mountain-top  and  over  the  valleys,  what  seemed  to 
me  then  like  a  foretaste  of  heaven,  in  the  view  outspread 
below.  The  leeward  coast  was  drawn  out  for  miles,  and 
looking  over  a  vast  expanse  of  verdure-clad  hills  and 
valleys,  beyond  the  glittering  waves  of  the  Caribbean  Sea, 
I  saw  the  pointed  Pitons  of  Saint  Lucia,  with  a  \. 
spout  trailing  along  between  the  islands,  connecting  sea 
and 

When  I  returned,  Toby  had  the  cave  newly  swci 
garnished,  while  on  the  balisier  leaves  spread  upon  the 
ground  (which  v  in  lieu  of  table)  was  I 

mas  breakfast  fit  for  anyone  to  eat.  As  we  were  to  be 
on  tl  in  the  afternoon.  1  combined  d 

and  breakfast  in  one  meal,  so  there  was  the  inevitable 
'•guinea-bird."  plump  and  browned  to  bursting.  Hanked 
by  a  small  English  plum-pudding  and  a  pile  of  fruit.  A 
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glass  of  java-plum  wine  stood  by  my  plate  (which  was 
of  tin,  by  the  way,  though  it  shone  like  silver),  and  a 
bottle  of  "  shrub,"  a  liquor  distilled  from  rum  and  lime- 
juice,  was  conveniently  at  hand.  In  the  background, 
standing  beneath  the  over-hanging  roof  of  our  cave,  was 
Toby,  nibbing  his  hands  with  glee  at  sight  of  the  aston- 
ishment depicted  on  my  face. 

i  t 'ought  you'd  IK-  s'priscd,  me  massa.     Um  done 

keep  da  guinea-bud  an*  da  pudden  secret  all  to  mase'f. 

n  an*  missus  done  sen*  'em  up  wid  da  com- 

pluments  ob  de  season,  sah.    Dey  bery  nice  pussons 

down  at  de  grot-house,  on  Richmond  'state,  sah." 

44  Indeed  they  are.  Toby,  and  here's  to  their  health,"  I 
said,  taking  up  my  glass.  "  Fill  your  dipper  with  shrub. 
my  man.  ami  we'll  drink  to  them:  Long  life  and  pros- 
perity for  the  generous  people  on  the  Richmond  eM.v 

-t  was  over,  the  bird  skins  prepared,  and 
notes  written  out.  we  broke  camp  in  our  cave  on  the 
crater,  and  shortly  after  noon  took  the  trail  for  the  wind- 

!  coast  and  Carib  country. 

Christmas  week  was  well  along  toward  its  ending  when 
I  descended  the  windward  slopes  of  the  Soufriere  and 
sought  the  shores  of  Sandy  Bay,  where  lived  the  last  rem- 
nants of  the  Carib  Indians.     Rut  the  Christmas  rejoic- 
were  by  no  means  over,  for  they  last  a  fortnight  in 
that  fav««red  land  down  near  the  equator:  and.  moreover, 
d  had  been  sent  and  passed  along  that  I  was  coming, 
so  if  necessary  the  festivities  would  have  been  protracted. 
•  <I  visit  to  tin-  ('arihs  ;    and  as  on  the 

first  one  I  had  remained  for  weeks,  had  hunted  with  them, 
ti-hol  with  them,  eaten  at  their  tables,  and.  in  fact,  had 
been  as  good  an  Indian  as  I  knew  how  to  be,  on  this  my 
second  coming  I  was  more  than  welcome. 
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I  was  met  at  the  "  dr\  ream  the  bed  of 

which  had  been  filled  with  lava  from  the  volcano  in  a 
.••HIS  eruption)  by  the  sub-chief,  old  Rabacca.  who 
conducted  me  to  Overland,  a  village  of  mixed  In<! 
and  blacks,  whence  my  trip  to  Sandy   I '.ay  was  a  con- 
tinuous ovation.     Rabacca  was  descended  from  an  In 
giant,  who,  after  killing  many  white  men  of  the  is 
more  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  was  finally  captured  and 
gibbeted  in  chains,  surviving  a  week  in  dreadful  torment 
and  dying  with  imprecations  against  the  English  on  his 
shriveled    lips.     Rabacca,    however,    had    inherited    no 
animosity  against  the  white  man.  his  worst  enemy  b 
that    West    Indian    substitute    for    "  John    Barleycorn." 

.irdieiite.    or   native    nun.      When   not    in    his   «. 
Rabacca  was  the  best  worker  on  the  windward  sugar 
plantations,  none  other,  be  he  white,  red,  or  black,  b< 
bis  irjual  at  loading  a  "  moses  boat"  in  the  heavy  surf 
that  beats  continuously  on  the  island's  ta-t  >hore. 

Rabacca  conducted  me  to  a  little  hut  of  reeds,  wattled 
and  thatched  with  palm  leaves,  where,  after  my  hammock 
bad  1>een  swung  and  my  effects  installed,  he  acted  as 
master  of  ceremonies  and  rcintroduced  me  to  the  old 
friends  of  many  \ears  agone.  This  done,  I  was  in\ 
to  accompany  the  assembled  Caribs  to  the  banquet  ball,  a 
little  distance  away,  where  the  feast  was  already  set  out 
that  had  been  prepared  against  my  arrival.  The  "  hall," 
by  the  way,  was  merely  a  vast  roof  of  palm  thatch  set 
upon  stout  poles,  open  on  every  side,  shaded  by  palms. 
with  entrancing  \  .n.tind  of  smiling  sea 

and    gloomy,    forest -clad    mountain    slojK-s.      lieiieath    the 
thatch  was  a  long  table  of  rough  \»  itb 

plantain  leaves,  u|N>n  which   •  ad  not  only 

products  of  land  and  sea  as  bounteous  nature  has  lavished 
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upon  dwellers  in  the  tropic*,  luit  many  viands  imi>orted 

i  abroad.     For  instance,  there  was  "tinned"  mutton 

from  London,  genuine  Southdown,  flanked  with  heaps  of 

'Ifruit,  roasted  as  well  as  boiled.    And,  by  the  way, 

if  there  is  anything  more  palatable — at  '  i  hungn 

hunter — than  boiled  breadfruit  with  Southdown  mutton 

and  drawn  butter,  it  is  that  same  fruit  similarly  served 

after  having  been  :  :i  the  ashes  of  a  campfire. 

«>  farinaceous  foods,  the  Caribs,  as  well  as  all  the 
natives,  revel  in  them,  as  well  as  in  all  kinds  of  tropical 
fruits;  for  what  with  yam,  the  eddoe,  the  banana  and 
plantain,  the  cassava.  arn»wn>ot.  etc..  they  can  boast  an 
inexhaustible  supply.  Their  chief  source  of  reliance, 
however,  is  the  cassava,  from  the  tubers  of  which  they 
prepare  "  farine."  or  flour.  In  their  raw  state  the  tubers 
exceedingly  poisonous,  but  after  they  have  been 
deprived  of  their  outer  cuticle,  thoroughly  washed  and 
grated  into  farine.  which  is  baked  in  thin  cakes  over  a 
quick  fire,  they  form  a  wholesome  and  nourishing  food. 
The  farine  cakes  are  made  about  two  feet  in  diameter, 
and  after  having  been  hung  out  in  the  air  to  dry  they 
will  keep  a  long  time. 

des  the  omnipresent  cassava  cakes,  we  had  that  day 
another  product  of  the  root,  or  rather  an  article  in  which 
it  is  the  chief  constituent,  the  renowned  West  Indian 
pepper-jHU.  X«.w.  the  genuine  pepper-pot  is  something 
that  must  be  made  in  tropical  countries  to  be  at  its  best, 
for  its  peculiar  quality  dejH-nds  ii|>on  the  "  cassan 
that  is  in  it.  and  thi>  is  derived  from  the  juice  of  the  cas- 
sava. The  poisonous  juice,  its  noxious  principle  <! 
pated  by  heat,  forms  when  concentrated  a  preservative 
peculiar  and  powerful,  which  is  the  basis  of  the  pepper- 
pot.  After  a  certain  quantity  is  placed  in  an  earthen  ves- 
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sel  its  antiseptic  projx  •  t<«  preserve  fish,  nYsh.  and 

vegetables  for  an  indefinite  ivriod.     A  >equencc 

the  pepper-pot  jar  is  alwa\s  at  hand,  iir 

tin-  cxlds  and  ends  of  repasts— in  fart.  '  any  ..1.1  tl 

in  the-  way  of  food.    The  Sp  all   the 

"  olla  /Wn</<j."    literally  "rotten  i>ot."  hut    nevcrth 

the  pepper-not  will  continue  to  hold  its  ,,\\-n  as  a  piquant 

comestible  for  a  great  man  'inc. 

Tin-  Carihs  ,.f  St.  Vincent  an-  now  extinct  a^  a  com- 
munity, their  settlements  at  M.-rne  K«»n 
having  been  completely   obliterated.     Of  all   those 

ived  me  "ing   f..rth  nearly  all  tluir 

tance  at  this  Christmas  dinner,  not  one  rem; 
to-day.     The\   have  |H-rishe«l  from  the  earth,  and  d 
thing  they  possessed  has  been  utterly  destroy 

i  »n    that    fateful    Jth   of    Ma\.    l«^)J.    when    tl 
was  ablaze,  torrents  of  lx»ilinp:  mud  n tiling  d<nvn 
of  the  Sou friere.  and  millions  of  stones  hurtling  through 
the  air.  the  Carihs  of  both,  in  a  race 

with  Death — ami  Death  won!     Twenty-six   were  killed 
in  a  single  lumse.  <>ne  man  was  brained  by  a  stone  th- 
in- the  volcano  nine  miles   from  tl  :    hardlv 
Carihs  within  the  "  death  zone  "  escaped  I  the 
demon  of  the  Sou  friere  seemed  resolved  upon  th 
mination. 

I  would  there  were  space  in  which  to  mention  all  there 
is  in   Saint   Vincent   worthy   description;    then   th< 
mainder  of  this  lx>ok  would  IK-  devoted  to  that  island. 
capital  is   Kingstown,  with  a   normal   • 
thousand,    ami    picturesque   dwellu  -.-red    through 

groves  of  palms  lined  up  around  a  curvh  A 

fort  is  perched  ujxm  the  northern  pro? 
.  hundred  feet  aln 
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into  the  hill  country  filled  witlj  all  sorts  «•!  tropical  trees. 

IF  to  town  is  the  old  botanic  garden,  in  which  arc  nut- 
megs ami  other  sjnce  trees  which  ha\v  IK-HI  long  in  culti- 
11.  for  this  j>  tin-  «.ldc>t  Imianical  station  in  the- 
Lesser  Antilles.  Then-.  aN«».  i-  -jtuated  (government 
I  louse,  where,  in  the  old  times.  I  was  a  guest  of  good 

. -Tiior   Dnndas.  and   where  to day   the   Administrator 

The  jK-ak  of  Mornc  Saint  Andrews  overlooks  the  town, 
and  the  mountain  ridges  run  down  the  leeward  coast, 
jutting  out  in  promontories  In-tween  which  lie  the  most 
beautiful  of  valleys  tilled  with  sugar  cane  and  arrow- 
root plantations.  One  of  them.  Rutland  Vale,  has  been 
bought  by  the  Government  with  money  contributed  in 
land  and  the  I'm;  .  and  devoted  to  the  ref- 

s  from  Carib  country,  and  others,  who  were  domi- 
ciled there  and  asxii^ned  lands  for  cultivation.  The  land 
IN  rich,  and  the  scenery  beautiful,  as  I  recall  the  estate  in 
its  prime,  having  l>een  there  once  for  a  month  while  con- 
from  a  fever,  the  guest  of  a  noble  Scotchman, 
James  Milne,  who.  with  his  good  wife,  has  gone  to  join 
the  great  majority.  Their  graves  are  in  the  churchyard 
at  Kingstown,  but  their  blessed  memory  is  alive  in  many 
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BARBADOS,  GRENADA,  AND  TOBACCO 

An  island  highly  cultivated  — A  bit  of  Old  England  —  Where 
people  are  poor,  but  happy  — The  Old  Man  of  Africa  — 
Rotating  the  /lc  —  B'ados  once  visited  by 

George  Washington  on  hi»  only  foreign  voyage  —  Typical 
tropical  homes  abounding  in  hospitality  —  Bridgetown  and 
Carlisle  roadstead  —  Ccxlnn^tt.n  College  —  The  beautiful 
country  districts  —  Grenada  and  Grenadines  —  The  Carib's 
"  jumping-off  place"  —  Grenada's  caoital,  Saint  Georges  — 
Mtcrior  region  of  delights  —  Land  of  the  "black  proprie- 

who  arc  thrifty  and  thriving  —  Colonial  official*! 
the  islands — Fruit-*  and  spices  —  Tobago,  the  true  Crusoe's 
Island,  and  facts  to  prove  the  same  —  Where  Crusoe  was 
wrecked  —  Brief  mention  of  history  —  Perhaps  the  original 
home  of  tobacco  —  At  least  some  people  think  so  —  A  tropical 
island  with  fine  forests  —  The  author  once  camped  in  Tobago, 
a  la  Crusoe,  and  had  adventures  of  the  Crusonian  kind  — 
Tobago's  scenery  and  products  fit  Defoe's  wonderful 

NEARLY  one  hundred  miles  to  the  wind 
of  Saint    Vincent   lies  the  coralline   Barbados, 
a  flat  but  fascinating  isle,  almost  one  vast  sea 
of  sugar-cane,  at  least  a  hundred  thousand  •  -.OOO 

I   being  in   a   high   state  of  cultivation,     fnlike   the 
majority  of  the  LesM  r  Antilles.  I'.arhardos  is  mainly  1. 
without   good   harbors,   and    indefensible   as   a    military 
station;  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant of  Great  Britain's  possessions  in  the  Caril. 
Sea.     It  has  been  Knglish     and  s,,  thoroughl> 
that  it  seems  like  a  bit  of  Old  England  tak 
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ami    dropped    down    int<»   the   Troj,  nearly    three 

hundred  \earv  never  having  IHVII  taken  1>\  a  foreign  foe. 
To  the  "  windward  "  of  Saint  Vincent  it  is  situated,  the 
great   aerial    river   called    the    "Trades"    (lowing    v. 
erly  toward  the  former  island:  yet  during  the  great  crup- 
I  from  the  Sou f Here,  in  181  j  and  i<>  -  covered 

with  a  thick  layer  of  ashes  from  that   volcano,  and  the 
atmosphere    above    it    was    obscured    for 
trade  xvimls.  bluuin.^  continuously  from  the  eastward 
a  va  ?"  ocean,  keep  Barbados  in  good  health  all  the 

time.  ami.  in  fact,  are  about  the  only  medicine  the  poor 
people  can  afford.  I  "or.  j>eople  <;r«-  |>oor  in  liarl-.. 
during  a  |x»verty  such  as  is  hardly  known  elsewhere. 
even  thougb  the  island  is  rank  with  rum  and  sweet  with 
sugar.  There  are  ijuite  i<X>.ooo  of  them,  nine-tenths  of 
the  number  black  or  nearly  so, — mostly  so,  in  fact. — or 
t  IJfiO  to  the  square  mile.  As  the  total  area  of  the 
id  comprises  but  ifin  square  miles,  and  is  incapable  of 
•.nsioii.  while  the  population  goes  on  reck!- 
producing  itself  regardless  of  the  consequences,  there  is 
linly  a  reckoning  coming  in  the  future.  The  home 
government  has  sent  out  missionaries  to  labor  with  the 
inconsiderate  blacks,  but  without  avail ;  it  has  tried  t< 
them  to  emigrate:  but  the  proudest  l>oast  of  the  black 
Barbadian  is  that  he  is  a  "  B'adian  hawn  an*  bred.  >ah." 
and  he  chooses  to  continue  in  his  native  island.  And 
while  tin  birth-rate  pn-s  up.  the  s^reat  and  onl\  ^taple. 
sugar,  persistently  goes  down,  carrying  wages  along  with 
it.  until  hig.  brawny  blacks  are  going  begging  at  twenty 
cents  a  day,  for  males,  and  half  that  wage  for  females. 

Dear  old   Barbados,  with  its  spread  of  goodly  acres 
ringed  around  by  the  ever-smilin-  I  palm-dotted 

landscape,  its  wind-milled  sugar  buildings,  using  ancit  nt 
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processes  i"t  extracting  the  sweets  from  cane;  its  old 
English  societx  ami  s\sinn  «>i  .n  ;  >ts  tra<litions 

of  century-long  loyalty  to  Britain ;  some  time — let  us 
hope  a  far  time — it  must  succumb  Ix-neath  its  terrible  bur- 
den. For.  it  cannot  go  4)|1  carrying  that  <  Md  Man  of 
Africa  on  its  shoulders  much  -ting  too 

pondcro,  a  dead  weight  that  even  a  more  pros- 

perous colony  might  stapler  under. 

Still,  the  blacks  of  Barbados  are.  to  all  appearances, 
happy — probably  1>eeause  they  have  not  brain  enough  to 
be  otherwise.  The  "  divine  discontent  "  of  the  "  I'.uckra 
man  "  has  not  yet  found  lodgment  in  their  craniums.  All 
classes  there  nobly  cling  to  and  supjx.rt  each  other, 
realizing  that  when  one  goes,  all  go,  to  the  bad 
her. 

Living  in  the  Tropics,  where  every  sort  of  fruit  neces- 
sary to  man's  subsistence  can  be  raised  with  least  labor, 
yet  the  natives  are  ever  close  to  starvation.     Hut  they  are 
not  afraid  of  it.  they  laugh  in  its  face — and  fight, 
they  fight — not  among  themselves,  but  the  stranger  0 
ing  to  their  shores.     They  fight  and  they  beg,  both  h: 
and  without  shame.     I  once  saw  a  body  of  boatmen  in 
Carl  tight  over  and  drown  a  passenger  whom  they 

were   trying  to  get   into  their   resjvctive   Ixiats.     '1 
overturned  his  boat,  and  while  he  and  a  woman  drifted 
away  from  the  steamer,  wildly  waving  their  hands  and 
shouting  for  help,  they  continued   their  squabble,  until 
and  long  after  one  of  the  t\  icd. 

The  stranger  arriving  in  I'ridu'  .;»ital  ami  only 

port  of  Barbados,  mn  If  fortunate  if  li< 

be  allowed  to  land  without  losing  some  portion  of  hix  rai- 
ment, or  •":-om  his  ou tri- 
be will  desire  to  divest  himself  of  what  ret: 
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tin-  IK  at  i>  something  ten  ihc.tlu-  sun  i-  truly  a  "sc< 

in  I'.i:    .    town,  and  rules  the  day  throughout.     But  there 

house,"  a  combination  of   boardin. 
hotel.  an<l  cafe.  \\lu-rr  things  lo  eat  may  IK-  hatl.  hut  i 
especially  things  to  drink.   Ami  it  i<  at  the  ice  house  that 
bibulous  man  quenchc-  his  racing  thirst.  jx-rhaps  for  the 
time  imhiln-s  the  seductive  ccxrklail.  which  is  con- 
cocted 1)  need  "  druggi-  •'  a  recijn'  handeil 
down  from  past  generations.     It  is  then  stirred  with  a 
pn.uKe.I  Mirk  that  tit*  int..  the  bottom  of  a 
large  tumbler,  and  i>  r-'tated  rapidly  U-tween  one's  two 

the  rotation  of  the  stick  that  gi 

the  reuounrd  MfwinleM  etYect.  but  some  saponaceous 
quality  in  the  cambium  layer  of  the  wood.  Whatever  it 
to  "  fill  the  bill  "  with  the  majority  of  ex- 
perimenters, and  generally  one  may  find,  among  the 
effects  of  the  returning  voyager  to  the  Antilles,  a  bunch 
of  swizzle-sticks. 

There  is  a  real  hotel  out  on  the  strand,  where  the 
smooth  sand-beaches  of  Hastings  invite  the  traveler  to 
•he  only  railroad  in  the  inland  affords  a  most 
C  ride  to  the  hi^'h!  Scotland."  one  should 

ill  means  include  both  in  his  itinerary. 
There  is  one  feature  of  !'.arhad<>>  that  cannot  be  over- 
look .uuial  air  of  permanent   residence.     The 
Mial    settler-   of    1.  re  not   all  gcxxl   men.   nor 
\\ere  they  ^reat.      Many  •  if  them,  in  fact,  were  -em   out 
here  mr                  ^t  their  inclinations,  and  of  some  it  may 
ha\                 .iid.  as  of  others  that  came  to  Saint   K 
1  i                                a  parcel  of  as  notorious  villians  as 

-planted  thi-   lonj;  t\me."      I'.ut.  when  the\ 
here.  th.  here,  and  their  descendants  after  them. 

.-  and  it-      I '.in:-  "  are  more  in  the  nature  of 
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iHTinaiiciicics  than  am   other  island  and  its  po  .pic  u. 
West  Indies.     The  lladians  used  to  claim  that  they  had 
the  longest  |>edigrees,  and  their  cats  the  longest  tails,  of 
any  existing  people  and  cats  whatexer.      I '  nit. 

however,  must  be  taken  on  trust,  for  the  world  at  lar: 
not  sufficiently  interested  to  measure  cither  the  tails  or  the 
pedigrees. 

One  thing  the  Bims  should  be  everlastingly  proud  of— 
though  really  they  don't  seem  to  be  aware  of  the  li 
that  was  done  them — is  that  the  only  foreign  vo\ 
taken  hy  one  George  Washington   was  to  their  islan 
Karbados.     He  had  not  then  become  the   Father  of 
Country,  for  he  was  only  in  his  twentieth  \car  \\h«n  he 
and  his  brother  I^awreiuv  came  to  Barbados  for  the  l> 
fit  of  the  latter's  health.    They  were  very  well 
by  the  landed  proprietors,  themselves  belonging  to 
class,  and  many  were  the  dinners  and  entertainments  that 
attended,   and   afterwards  admiringly   wrote  of 
in  his  diary.     Many,  that  is.  in  the  short  time  at 
posal ;  for  after  he  had  been  two  weeks  ashore — the  \ 
age  having  consumed  five  weeks — he  was  taken  <!• 
with  the  smalljxix.  the  marks  from  which  he  carried  all 
his  life  in  that  face  which  has  become  so  familiar  to  all 
Americans. 

Even  at  the  time  of  Washington's  visit  the  plai 
were  becoming  embarrassed,  main  nf  them  In/ing  in  debt. 
as  he  records  in  his  journal.    "  How  persons  coming  to 
estates  of  two.  three,  or  four  hundred  acres  can 
to  me  most  wonderful."  he  wrote  at  the  time;   but  that 
was  before  he  had  himself  entered  into  possession  of 

:nt  Vernon,  which  was  bequeathed  him  by  Lawn 
who  died  a   few  months   after  his   return    from 
b  M!  I, 


I 
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It  is  the  country  region  of  Barbados,  more  than  the 
town  and  city,  that  fascinates  the  visitor  open  to  imj 
sions  of  the  sturdy  homo-life  here  implanted.  It  will  be 
indeed  a  sad  day  for  civilization,  as  well  as  for  Barbados 
in  particular,  when  tin-  presumably  inevitable  breakup 
comes  to  pass.  For  here  are  homes,  in  even-  sense  of  the 
word  they  are  homes,  albeit  tropical  ones,  which  are  tin- 
bulwarks  of  the  white  race  and  its  religion.  From  1 

I  Inll.  the  Governor's  residence,  to  the  home  of  the 
planter  of  modi-rate  income,  there  is  a  harmony  in  archi- 

ire  a*  well  as  in  hospitable  sentiment,  that  sugi: 
the  "  mother  country."  The  churches  and  chapels  of 
ease,  the  cemeteries,  the  parks  and  gardens,  all  carry  out 
the  suggestion  of  F.nglUh  influence  in  the  higher  aims  of 
life.  Then  there  is  Codrington  College.  Have  you  ever 
seen  it?— that  seat  of  learning  nearly  two  centuries  old. 
with  its  environment  of  tropical  trees,  of  palms  holding 
golden  coronals  a  hundred  feet  aloft  and  circling 
about  the  ne  huildii 

When  Mr.  Fronde  was  in  Barbados  he  found  the  model 
habitation  in  the  home  of  Sir  Graham  Briggs,  "  perhaps 
the  mod  distinguished  representative  of  the  old  Barba- 
dian families  ";  a  man  of  large  fortune,  \\liom  it  was  my 
privilege  to  meet,  one  time,  .  •  where  I  was  his 

guest  for  a  night  and  a  day.    Speaking  of  Sir  Gratia 
magnificent  house  in  the  country.  Mr.  Fronde  says,  after 
mentioning  the  rare  and  curious  things  there  gathered 
There  had  been  fine  culture  in  the  West 
Indies  \\hen  all  these  treasures  were*  collected.     The  Eng- 
lish settlers  there,  like  the  English  in  Ireland,  had  the 
a  grand  race,  and  by-and-by  we  shall  mis*  l>oth 
of  them  when  tticy  are  overwhelmed,  as  they  are  likely 
to  be,  in  the  revolutionary  tide.     Sir  Graham  was  stem- 
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ming  it  to  the  best  of  his  abilitx.  and  if  he  was  to  go 
under  would  go  under  like  a  gentleman. 

"  A  dining  room  almost  as  large  as  the  hall  had  been 
once  the  scene  of  hospitalities  like  those  which  are  cele- 
brated by  Tom  Cringle.  A  broad  staircase  led  up  from 
the  hall  to  long  galleries,  out  of  which  bedrooms  opeiu-d. 
with  cool,  deep  balconies  and  the  universal  green  blinds. 
It  was  a  palace  with  which  Aladdin  himself  might 
been  satisfied,  one  of  those  which  had  stirred  the  envying 
admiration  of  foreign  travelers  in  the  last  centurx  ;  one 
of  many  then,  now  probably  the  last  surviving  representa- 
tive of  Anglo-West  Indian  civilization.  Like  other  forms 
•  >f  human  life,  it  has  had  its  day  and  could  not  last  for- 
ever. Something  better  may  grow  in  the  pi.  but 
also  something  worse  may  grow.  The  example  of  Haiti 
ought  to  suggest  misgivings  to  the  most  ardent  philo- 

negro  enthusiast.    .    .    .    Hospitable,  generous,  splen- 
did as  was  Sir  (iraham's  reception  of  t 
theless  G  ee  that   the   pr-'sp,vts  ,  ,f  the   island  sat 

heavy  upon  him." 

Yet  these  two.  both  Sir  <  iraliam  and  his  «li- 
guest,  have  gone  to  join  the  silent  host,  while  B 
and  its  teeming  population  still  exists     an-' 

i  hke  myself)  still  "  point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  t.« 
with  their  prospective  woes     "  I've  had  a  deal  of  trouble 
in  my  time."  mused  the  old  man;  "  but  most  of  it  i 
happened!"     Perhaps   I'.arhados  will  never  collide  with 

\pected  catastrophe;  perl  tip.  and 

blacks  will  cease  from  troubling;  s«>  the  end  n 

conu  •!    i.et  as  hope  so,  far  there  is  a  greal  deal  with  the 

while  in  isnkited   l'arbad»s.  ami  shoul«l  it  l,t-  wiped  •  -nt  a 
lamp  ot  iiritish  ti  .  ili/ati-n  would  ! 

tinguished. 
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In   ilu-   Car  lisle    roadstead   of    Bridgetown   many    ships 
assemble,  at  times,  and  it  is  one  of  the  busiest  plao 
tlu-  West   Indies.     As  the  rendezvous  of  the  ships  of  the 

'.ish    Royal    Mail,   and   a   port-of-call    for  the   <_ 
bee  and  other  line*.   Mridgetnwn  is  easily  acccssihl. 
well  as  readily  left  when  the  time  comes  for  departure. 

Returning  t->  «»nr  route  of  travel  down  the  (  aribbecs, 
we  shall  find  in  the  islands  of  ( irenada  and  the  Grena- 
dines the  exact  antitheses  of  H'ados  in  every  respect  of 
surface,  soil,  ami  scenery.  The  Grenadines  In/gin  right  at 
the  door  of  Saint  Vincent  where  it  opens  south,  and 
stretch  a\\a>  f«-r  sixty  miles  or  SO,  sometimes  their  tops 
above  the  water  a  few  feet ;  sometimes,  like  Bequia  and 
Carriacou.  lar^e.  cultivable,  and  hahitahle.  They  are  all 
interesting,  of  course;  hut  what  boots  it  if  one  cannot 
h  them  without  the  discomforts  of  a  sailing  voyage,  in 
stale  and  dirty  droghers? 

Best  of  all  and  richest  of  all  is  Grenada,  southernmost 
of  the  volcai  beet,  an   island   whose  history  has 

been   related   in   that  of  Dominica,   Martinique,  Saint 
•id  Saint  Vincent.      Like  the  first  named  and  tin- 
last  two,  Grenada  is  P.ritish.  and  has  IK-CII  so  for  many, 
man  h  is  said  to  have  been  bought  from  the 

Caribs.  originally,  by  the  French,  for  two  bottles  of  rum. 
t   the  rum  was  gone,  although  they  had  signed  a 
formal     treat  \      with     the     keen-wr  the 

Caribs  made  war  to  recover  their  insular  paradise;  but 
in  the  end  were  defeated  and  driven  away,  never  to  re- 
turn. Their  last  "  jumping-off  pla  ii-.wn  at  the 
north  end  of  the  island,  the  "  M«.-  ."  or 
hill  of  the  K  here  they  leajH-d  from  a  precipice 
into  f  d  were  drowned. 

The  capi:  lint  Georges,  a  town  astride 
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a  hog-backed  peninsula,  guarding  one  of  the  finest  har- 
bors in  the  chain,  occupying  f  of  a  volcano  con- 
sidered extinct.  Since  the  "  bobbery  "  in  Saint  \ 'in 
however,  no  crater  and  no  volcano  is  held  to  be  more  than 
quit-scent :  for  the  Soufriere  1  lake  in  its  crater 
and  yet  blew  it  off  into  steam  at  the  slightest  provocation. 

Saint  Georges,  is  picturesque,  and  is  also  the  entrance 
gate  to  a  country  yet  more  so.  1  lad  I  space,  I  might  tell 
of  an  interior  region  of  terrestrial  delights:  a  cratrr  with 
a  blue  lake  in  its  bosom,  only  a  few  hours'  ride  from 
town ;  of  forests  haunted  by  the  most  gentlemanly  and 
ladylike  monkeys  man  ever  hunted,  who  live  at  ease  in 
the  tree-tops,  descending  occasionally  to  deprive  their 
common  cnetm  of  cacao,  ban. 

But    the  delights  of  Grenada  are  those  of  .^ 
Vincent  and  Dominica — plus  the  monki 

Then-   is   also  one  other  attraction — to  the  n.v 
which  consists  in  the  beautiful  surplus  tin  iftl 
contains,  at  the  end  of  each  fiscal  year!     Grenada  used 
to  have  a  deficit,  like  all  its  sister  islands;   but  some  • 
ago  it  quietly  abandoned  the  >u^ar  cultiva- 
tor many  generations  it  had  been  chained,  and  be^an  the 
culture  of  cacao,  nutmegs,  and  all  kin«: 
now  known  as  the  island  of  black  proprietors,  for  three- 
fourths    its    n  are    individual    owners   <»i" 
small  but  profitable,  from  which  th 
quantities  of  sjH-cial  products.     1  will  not  ^ 

because,  in  the  first  place.  I  abhor  them,  and  in  the 
second.  I  haven't  £<>i  these  handy.  But  no  matter;  none 
of  in\  readers  \\an-  -iada  an-' 

cultivation,  and  thus.  jK-rhaps.  U   the  means  <.f  depn 
some  p«-  k   propr- 

Truth  to  tell,  though,  there  are  worse  forms  of  sol: 
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itineinent  than  isolating;  01  -»o  planta- 

tion, amid  scenery  that  is  strand  and  decorated  with  all 
the  "  mils  and  fancy  fixing  "  «.f  the  tropics.     And  < 

i  tolerably  healthy  island.  t(*>,  with  streams  of 

ts  of  gum  and  liquid-amber,  fairly  good 

the  country  districts  ;  hut  with  its  prospects  be- 
clouded  (for  the  white  man)  by  that  horde  of  "black 
proprict- 

It  i^  the  truth,  and  nolnnly  can  refute  it.  that  the  : 
'ds  in  this  archi|»clago--  in  fact,  all  the  islands  of  the 
Miuth  of  i'ul»a — have  been  practically  aban- 
doned to  the  black  man.     P.ut  thi>  island  of  Grenada  has 

i  white  man  at  the  helm— mark  that! — and  so  lon^ 
he  remains,  there  will  be  no  danger  of  a  lapse  into  condi- 
nl  in  Haiti.     IJritish  officialdom  in  Grenada 
<>t  so  expensive  a  luxury  as  in  some  other  islands, 
though   it   is   the  seat  of  government  of  the  so-styled 
Windward    Islands,    consisting   of  nut    Vincent, 

and  Saint  Lucia.      In  <  ireiiadn  the  colonial 

only  $3000.  .1  !  the  ad- 

ministrator of  Saint   Vincent,  and  $6500  paid  the  same 
official  in  Saint  Lucia.     There  lias  been  a  mighty  protest 
•:ist    the    stipends   paid   these   strangers   in   the   West 
Indian  islands,  who  are  there  only  by  courtesy  of  the 
natives,  and  of  late  years  there  has  been  shown  a  ten- 
dency to  scaling  down  their  salaries.     Thus,  the  governor 
of  Barbados  gets  only  $14.500  now.  when  a  few  years 
ago  his  salary  was  $18,000,  which  is  more  than  most  of 
.unhasxa 

It  n  -,-  to  some,  and  lx?  resented 

•thers,  to  be  told  that  Robinson  Crusoe,  the  hero  of 

the  Jitecnth-ccntury    story    of   adventure,    never 
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the  Nand  c,f  Juan  I-'ernandez.  on  t!  "f  South 

America.     1  he  real  or  fictional,  the  scene  of 

his  adventures  was  n<»t  there,  lint  nearly  forty  degrees 
farther  north,  on  an  island  in  the  West  Indies.  Aiid  had 
he  lived  till  this  lime  he  might  find  himself  a  neighbor  of 
ours,  for  his  insular  domain  lies  only  five  hund: 
to  the  southeast  of  our  newly  acquired  tropical  island, 
Puerto  Rico. 

Yes,  the  place  where  Defoe  wrecked  his  hero,  and 
where  for  twent\  -five  years  or  so  he  lived  a  solitary  li: 
the  British  island  of  T«»l>ago.  which  lies  about  twenty  miles 
from  Trinidad,  and  one  hundred  from  Barbados.     Can  I 
prove  it  ?     Most  assuredly,  and  out  of  the  narrat. 
If  my  readers  have  not  forgotten  their  "  Crusoe,"  and 
remember  the  opening  scenes  of  his  advent  r  will 

11  that  Robinson  ran  away  to  sea  when  he  was  q 
young.     After  In-ing  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and 
living  for  tw  Moorish  captive,  he  escaped  and 

finally  arrived  off  the  coast  of  I.ra/il.     A  great  gale  • 
took  his  vessel,  and  th  '.riven  before  its  fury  until 

— "the  Storm  abating  a  little,  the  Master  mad 
servation  and  found  that  he  was  in  about  eleven  De^ 
•  ii  )  of  north  Latitude,  sn  that   \\  mid 

the  coast  of  Guiana  and  beyond  the  river  . \mazones,  to- 
ward the  river  ( )roonoque  [Orinoco]  com  ailed 

This  quotation  from  "Crusoe"  shov  \imate 

latitude  just   In-fore  the   wreck  of  his   vessel,  and  I- 
hides   th-  :tion  that   he  *-ould   hy   any   n 

have  douhled  ( 'ajx-  Horn  and  reached  the  island  of  Juan 
I-Yrnan«:-  -res    t«>    the    soutl 

obscrv.tt 

There  is  no  doubt  \\hatever  that  Selkirk's  island 
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real   |u. 111  Fernandez,  for  IK-  was  left  there,  did  live  there 
four  v  tied  by  an  Knglish  captain  of  repute. 

authenticated;  l»ut  further  than  this,  ami 
that  perhaps  his  xarn  MiggeMed  the  Cru>ue  story,  that 
island  has  no  connection  \\liatever  with  the  real  and  gen- 
uine I\ohins..n  Crusoe."  And  after  all.  what  a  Hdicu- 
1  K  toe  had  never  been  at  sea — at  least .  not 
as  a  sailor — and  he  makes  poor  old  Robins,  .n  ,|. ,  all  s,  ,rts 
of  silly  things.  l-'or  in>taiiee.  he  first  >tnps  him  of  all 
clothing  (at  the  time  of  the  wreck)  ami  then  has  him  sunn 
ashore  with  his  pockets  full  ui  biscuits'  1  K  x.ivex  a  clu  *t 
full  of  fine  clothing.  \et  weeps  uver  the  loss  of  all  his 
clothes;  Man  Friday  .1  ac<juainted  with  the  habits 

of  bears,  yet  there  never  were  bears  in  either  island:  he 
dresses  tin-  sweltering  Kuliiusun  in  garments  of  goatskin, 
in  a  tropical  climate,  where  no  clothes  at  all  were  prefer 
able;  he   makes   him   carry  a   band-saw,  a   broad-swurd. 

I  hatchet,  brace  of  pistols,  etc..  whenever 
he  goes  out  of  his  cave,  even  to  feed  the  goats:  he  has 
him  climb  up  into  a  tree.  "  much  like  a  l-'irr.  but  thorn\." 
where  he  >its  all  night  trembling  for  fear  of  wild  1 
when  there  was  nut  a  harmful  creature  on  the  island. 
Hut  he  is  true  to  nature  in  at  least  one  instance,  when 
Robinson,  real  sailorman  that  he  is.  finding  a  jug  of  rum 
in  the  cabin,  takes  a  "  higge.  bigge  Dram."  with  a  capital 
D,  to  be  sure. 

Imprimis,  then,  that  island  i>  Tobagu.  ami  lies  off  the 
month  ui  the  (  >rinoco.  within  sjgbt  of  Trinidad,  as  it  lay 
when  it  gut  in  the  way  of  Ci :  ip  and  brought  him 

temporarih   to  grief.        It  was  discovered  by  Columbus. 
in  the  |  not  inhabited  then,  ami  the  first 

attempt   at    settlement.  b\    white  people   from    Hat! 

pulsed  by  Indians  who  had  con  :um  Trim- 
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ila«l.      For   nearlx    two   hundred    wars   thereafter    it 
the  si* »rt  of  whatever  nation  chose  to  take  a  hand   in 
.M'airs.      1  MM   the   Dutch,  then  the   1  rench.  then  the 
Knglish   made  settlements   there,  only  to  be  driven   mit 
with  slaughter. 

In  the  year  1632,  the  date  of  Crusoe's  birth.  200  people 
from  Holland  came  here,  but   were  driven  awa\    by   the 
In    1677   the   Dutch  again  attempted   to   live 
there,  but  were  set  U|M»n  by  the  Kngli-h  un< 
I '.ridges,  who  took  400  prisoners     S«»  it  wi!  that 

the  history  of  Tobago  and  probably  its  re-mir 
well  enough  known  at  the  time  Defoe  wrote  '   < 
just  prior  to  the  year  1719.    As  late  as  1684  it  was  un- 
inhabited, and   b\    treat)    between    i  ranee   and    Kngland 
made  a  "  neutral  island."  for  Indian  settlement,  and  to  be 
visited  by  white  men  only  for  food  and  water.     In 
an  ideal  residence  f«»ra  hero—  a  desolate  hut  fertile  island. 
teeming  with  all  the  bmir,1  tnre.  and  upon  which 

the  foot  of  civilized  man  had  left  n«»  impn 

To  conclude  these  historical  referei  •:  the 

island  in   iSoj  had  a  voice  in  the  election  «•!    I'.onaparte, 
and  the  same  year  was  the  residence  <•!  John  I'aul   I- 
the  gallant  privateer.   There  i»  a  disput.  D  philolo- 

I  and  botanists  as  to  whether  Tobago  gave 
to  tobacco,  or  whether  it  was  derived  fn»n  1  it 

xi-ll.      It  5if  U'alter    Ralei^' 

first    seductive    whiff    of    nicotiana    mil    of    dried    1«  . 
sent    from    Trinidad    and    obtained    in  Tobago;    t li- 
the weed  was  introduced  in  Europe  long  before  his  time. 
The  plant  is  a  native  in  Tobago,  and  g 

'  the  pr.Mlucts  nf  the 

of   the   island    is   tropical  .   as    it    is.    but    el 

degrees  north  of  the  'thy 
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A    mountainous    and  1    island,    its    fertile 

soil  is  but  partially  cult  i  vain  I.  though  there  arc  n 

;s  covered    with   sugar  cane    which   yield    prolifically. 
Tobago  is  about  I  14  square  mi'.-  I,  with  a  total  : 

illation  of  less  than  18.000,  most  of  the  inhabitants  1< 
descendants  of  the  freed  negro  slaves,  ami  very  t«  w  white 
people   living  here.     There  are  but   two  towns  on  the 
•id.  the   larger  of  the   '  •.rlmnmgh.   the  capital, 

situated  on  a  broad  bay.  having  aUmt  a  thousand  inhabit- 
Tin  tv    is    no    hotel    here,    and    but    an    indifferent 
boarding  house,  \\lu-rc  "all  the  luxuries  of  the  season" 

pinions  by  tlu-ir  alienee. 

Shall  I  produce  further  proof  in  support  of  my  asser- 
tion that  the  real  "  l'n  and  *  lies,  not  in  the  South 
Pacific,  but  in  the  ("arihl>can  Sea.  within  s'  voyag- 
ing  of    New    York?     Well,    then    let    me    cite    another, 
•gh    modern,    hero   of   literature,   Charles   Kingsley, 
,  in  his  "At  !                •  hri.stmas  in  the  West  In<! 
declares:    "  Crusoe's  Island  is  almost  certainly  meant  for 
Tobago;    Man  Friday  had  been  stolen  in  Trinidad." 

When  I  read  that.  I  determined  to  go  there  myself.     I 

took  a  copy  of  the  book  along,  and  not  only  covered  the 

ground  entirely,  but  actually  lived  as  Crusoe  lived    two 

hundred  lore.     I  had  my  hut  by  the  seaside,  my 

;•  in  the  forest,  my  "  poll  parrot,"  and  my  hammock 

under  the  palms.     I  had  everything,  almost,  that  Crusoe 

had.  and  a  great  deal  more  than  he:    for  much  has  been 

•  >vered  since  he  flourished.     I  had  no  Man   Friday. 

in  Tobago;  but,  a  few  months  before  going  there,  I  had 

lived  with  the  dribs  of  Dominica  and  Saint  Vincent,  the 

only  descendants  of  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged. 

Tobago  is  a  beautiful  island,  with  tropical  forests,  in- 

id  a  fine  climate.     The  scenery  almost 
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:ly  tits  the  st<>ry.  and  I  n>ed  my  camera  in  obtaining 
mementos  of  my  visit.  It  is  comparatively  accessible, 
and  the  language  sjH»ken  there  is  our  own.  To  reach  it. 
take  steamer  for  Barbados  or  Trinidad,  and  transfer  to 
a  smaller  craft  which  plies  among  the  islands.  I? 
habitants,  who  are  mostly  of  African  descent,  know 
nothing  of  Robinson  Crusoe,  probably  owing  to  the  fact 
that  their  ancestors  were  brought  there  long  after  he  left 
the  island. 
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Southernmost  of  the  West  Indies  —  English  for  two  hundred 
years  —  An  expensive  government  —  Port  of  Spain  and  the 
botanic  gardens — Fort-Mai  attractions  of  Trinidad  —  Sir 
Walter  Ralegh  aiu!  the  things  In-  saw  in  Trinidad— The 
!u-  told  Queen  Kli/abeth  —  Why  he  lost  his  head  — 
Why  ho  deserved  his  fate  — Hi-  de^ npti..ii  of  the  great  pitch 
lake  11-  u  In-  missed  becoming  a  millionaire—  F.xcursions 
in  the  (lulf  of  Paria  — Nets  and  caves  near  the  Boca  —  As 
to  the  future  of  the  islands  —  Old  and  new  times  —  A  con- 
trast—  Coolies  and  John  Crow-— The  numerous  frr 
the  West  Indies  — Where  crown  land  can  be  obtained  — 
Area  and  population  of  the  West  Indies. 

TKI  \ID\I\  an   island   lying  1  the  tenth 

and    eleventh  'h    latitude,    may 

be  called  the  southernmost  of  the  West  In 
hut  prnpcrly  speaking,  it  really  pertains  to  South  America, 
a!  characteristics,  its  fauna,  and  its  flora  are 
•mental,  and  n<>t  insular.      At  some  time,  quite  remote. 
it  \vas  probably  cut  off  from  the  northeast  coast  of  South 
America,  from  which  it  is  now  separated  by  two  sir 
These  channels  of  turbulent  ere  first  seen   b\ 

Columbus  in   I4<»S.  when  be  was  on  bis  third  voyage  to 
lie  called  the  island  Trinidad,  after  the  holy 
Trinity,  having  made  a   vow  previous! 
mountains   that    be   would   so  name  the   next   land   he 
n  d. 

407 
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Toward  the  end  of  that  third  \  .lumbu- 

hud    himself    drawing    near   sonic    sub-tropical    in/'. 
for  he  had  sailed  farther  southward  than  on  am  previous 
voyage,  and  was  within  ten  degrees  or  so  of  the  equator. 
Reasoning  from  what  he  had  read  in  the  books  0 
lative  philosophers,  he  expected  to  find  all  the  vegetation 
parched  by  the  heat,  and  the  inhabitants  of  such  lands  as 
he  hoped  to  r  black  as  jet,  from  continued 

posure  to  a  tropical  sun.     Reasoning  thus,  he  was  not 
alarmed  at  the  heat  which  ojx-ncd  the  MMUIS  of  hi*  ships 
and  drank  up  the  contents  of  his  watcr-casl. 
no  more  than  he  exacted. 

As  he  approached  the  land  he  argued,  according  to  an 
old  historian  of  his  voyages:     "The  earth  is  not  round. 
after  the  form  of  a  ball  or  an  apple,  but  rather  shaped  like 
a  pear  as  it  hangeth  on  the  tree;  and  this  region  i>  that 
which  possesseth  the  sujKTeminent  or  highest  part  t! 
of,  nearest  unto  heaven.     Insomuch  that  he  contei 
the  earthly  paradise  to  be  situated  in  the  tops  of  those 
three  hills,  which  the  watchman  saw  out  of  the  topcastle 
of  the  ship;  and   the  outrageous  stream  of   fresh   \\ 
which  did  so  violently  issue  out  of  the  (iulf  of  Paria  and 
strive  so  with  the  salt  water,  fell  headlong  from  the  sum- 
mits of  said  mount 

Columbus  entered  the  Gulf  of  Paria.  which  lies  be- 
tween  Trinidad   and   the  mainland   of  South    Ann 
through  the  southern  channel,  which  he  named  the  Boca 
del  AVrfirM/r,  or  the  Serp-  ith ;  and  the  northern 

exit  of  the  gulf  into  the  Caribbean  Sea  (which  he 
reached  after  coasting  the  western  shores  of  Trinidad) 
he  called  the  Boca  del  Drago—  Mouth  of  the  Dragon  — 
because  both  were  filled  with  rushing,  roaring  waters  that 
nearly  overwhelmed  his  ships 
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N'in.  •  elapsed    before   tin    Spaniards 

I  the\  held  it  t\\o  hundred  i   until  it 

•  tin-   r.ntish  und<  mb\.  in 

.     tin-    last    date   it    has   been   in    I'.ritish 

hands.   h.mng   been  confirmed  t<>  them  by  the  ' 

Amiens,  in   iKoj,  ami  is  MOW.  as  is  well  knn\\n.  one  of 

their  most  important  possessions,  \\ith  its  commanding 

ition  off  the  (  >rinoco§s  month,  at  the  northeast  t: 

•h   America.      Fifty-live   miles  in  length  by  forty    in 

dth.     \\ith    an    ar<  /.out     1750    square     ii 

idad  is  ten  times  ;,s  large  as  Marbados.  \et  has  only 

•t\   thousanil  more  inhabitants.     Hut  much  of  its  ter- 

mountain"ns.  and  some   is   s\\ampy  and   mala- 

tS,  unlike  cleati->kirted.  bree/y   r,arbad.>s.  \\ith  nearly 

all  available.     About   two  hundred   thousand 

acres  are  under  cultivation,  devoted  mainly  to  sugar-cane, 

cacao,  cocoanuts.  spues,  and  tropical  fruits  in  general. 

and  as  the   island   has  an   equatorial   range  of  fruit  and 

table  pro.lucts.  \\ith  rich  soil  in  unlimited  tracts,  and 

-.mate,  in  the  highlands,  not  inimical  to  white  people. 

it  should  prove  attractive  to  settlers. 

•;d    varied    as    are   the    resources    of   Tri: 
ling  a   revenue  of  nearly  $4.000,000  annually,   the 
island    does    not    progress    as    one  might  expect   i 
for  its  expenditures  more  than  keep  pace  with  its  income. 
This,  however,  is  not  to  he  uondered  at.  when  its  official 
list  is  scanned,  with  a  governor  at  $25.000  per  annim 

general  at  $7500,  a  colonial  secretary  and  a  di- 
T  of  public  works  at  $6000  each,  and  fifteen  other 
pub'  :h  salaries  ranging  from  $3000  to 

$5000  apiece.    Think  of  a  relatively  insignificant  country 
like  Trinidad,  with  less  than  half  a  million  inhabit; 
and  most  of  these  blacks,  coolies,  and  colored  people. 
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living  from  hand  to  mouth,  paving  their  "govern": 
salary  half  as  large  as  that  received  hy  tin  it  of 

the   t'nitcd   States!     And  the  Trinidadians   wonder  why 
they  cannot  save  up  something  for  a  rainy  day.  and  why 
their  deht   has  continued  to  grow  and   grow,  until 
now  many  million  pound* ! 

When.  only,  as  Mr.   MacXUh,  of  Jamaica,  tn 
the    r.riti>h    \\'est    Indians  become 

*  ommensnratc  with  services  rendered,  and  ship 
hack  to  Kngland  their  high-priced  and  purely  ornamental 
officials,  may  they  enter  ii|xm  the  paths  (,f  progress.  P.ut 
they  cannot  save  anything  from  their  revenues  so  long  as 
the  "  wi^e  sharps  of  Downing*  Street  "  have  the  handling 
of  them.  So  long  as  there  is  a  tempting  revenue  t 
ploit,  like  that  of  Trinidad,  just  so  long  will  these  non- 
working,  non-producing,  non-r  absorb  the  whole 
of  it — and  a  little  more. 

The  governor's  residence,  in  the  beautiful  botanic  gar- 
den, near  Port  of  Spain,  is  not  "half  1 
from  the  mother  country  to  IK*  quartered  in.  with  or  with- 
out a  salary  attached,  and   the  domiciles   of   the   under 
officials  are  by  far  the  best  in  the  colony.     That  ma 
be  saying  too  much,  for  Port  of  Spain  is  not  the  hand- 
somest city  in  the  universe,  nor  the  most  attractive.     It 
has  bravely  wrestled  with  many  natural  disadvantage*,  in- 
cluding   the    shallow,    filth-contaminated    harl>or,    where 

:ners  of  any  size  have  to  anchor  miles  from  r 
It  has  been  burned  to  the  ground  several  times,  bu- 
rn* suffered  from  storms  ing  Ul.. 
hurricane  line.    It  need  not  be  affirmed  of  1 
that  it  is  hot,  perhaps  unhcaltlr  i  feet 
in  hot  water  all  the  time,  in  the  nor                       it  of  the 
great  Gulf  of  Pa:                                              withal,  as  w< 
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an  ambitious  one,  f«>rt\  steamers  making  calls  here,  g«>ii»kr 

the  islands  and  to  the  St.r 

zuela.  south  to  Orinoco  to\\n>.  ami  to  tlu-  chief  |K>rts 
of  the  continent.  This  British  port  is  the  first  of  impor- 
tance near  the  Orinoco's  many  mouths,  and  draws  from 
the  great  river  stores  of  goUl.  hides,  woods,  and  medicinal 
plants.  There  is  a  line  direct  fnun  the  Tinted  States,  as 
well  as  another  that  call*  here  on  the  way  to  Demerara, 
while  small  steamers  make  the  wonderful  voyage  up  the 
Orinoco  as  far  as  natation  |*Ttnits. 

but  not  notoriously  unhealthy.  Port  of  Spain  sim- 
mers calmly  in  the  tropical  sun  without  complaint,  takes 
iesta  at  the  noon  hours,  wakes  up  toward  evening,  be- 
coming as  active  as  a  temperature  of  eighty-five  or  ninety 
will  permit,  and  M -tiles  down  to  silence  only  after  the  mid- 
m-ht  hour.  Its  people  are  famous  for  their  gambling 
propensities,  h,  TM  -racing,  and  even  athletic  games,  like 
cricket  and  base-ball.  They  like  to  picnic  and  pleasure- 
seek,  in  the  beautiful  forests  back  of  town  amid  the 
mountains,  where  are  many  bowers  of  beauty  and  water- 
falls uncounted. 

I'.ut  the  forests  of  Trinidad  are  too  vast  f,,r  us  to  essay 
them.    Canon  K\  Imost  filled  a  book  about  them 

thirty  years  ago.  Get  it — "At  Last,  a  Christmas  in  the 
West  Indies" — and  if  you  read  it  you  will  have  ac- 
quired much  information  on  tropic  vegetation.  Kin^ 

-  an  enthusiast,  and  that  trip  down  the  islands,  with 
Trinidad  as  his  principal  tarrying-place.  was  his  first  to 
the  tropics — also  his  last,  more's  the  pity.     The  first  time 
I  looked  upon  Port  of  Spain  was  one  Fourth  of  July,  nine 
n  after  1  <1  there  were  many  people 

who  remembered  him  and  his  exuberant  enthusiasm ; 
some  few  uho  took  his  criticisms  much  to  heart,  but  none 
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\\li--  ed    from    his   estimate   of   Trinidad's  at1 

It  would  be  unpardonable  in  me  not  to  make  mention 
of  the  greatest   Englishman  who  preceded   KingsK 
Trinidad,  one  Walter  Rakish,  wh  uled  into  the 

Gulf  of  Paria  in  1595 ;  who.  like  Columbus,  made  note  of 
the  "oilers"  growing  on  the  mangrove  trees,  and.  un- 
like Columbus,  was  kind  to  tin-  nati\  he  met 
ashore.  He  was  then  in  March  of  El  Dorado,  the  GI 
King,  who  was  said  to  have  his  residence  <>n  an  island  far 
tip  the  Orinoco;  and  though  he  did  not  find  him.  nor  • 
catch  a  glimpse  of  his  wonderful  retreat,  he  informed 
Queen  Klizabeth,  on  his  return,  that  he  not  only  had  an 
interview  with  the  (iilded  <>ne.  hut  that  he,  at  sight  of 
her  |>ortrait.  had  fallen  in  a  faint  from  sheer  admiration. 
Inasmuch  as  the  great  IVxx  had  "  a  face  that  would  stop  a 
clock,"  as  the  saving  is.  she  swallowed  the  story  entire, 
and  richly  rewarded  Sir  Walter  for  his  fib.  1  Ie  uas  o-m- 
jK-lled  to  swallow  it  himself,  twenty-two  yea:  A  hen 
that  "  wise  idiot."  King  James,  sent  him  back  to  vi 
the  yarn.  Hut  it  stuck  in  his  throat,  and  on  his  return 
the  King  felt  constrained  to  cut  off  his  h,-ad  to  L 
At  least,  he  deprived  j>oor  Sir  Walter  of  his  eapnt.  os- 
tensibly on  account  of  having  fought  the  Spaniards  at 
Trinidad  when  it  was  more  in  accord  with  Hritish  policy 
at  that  moment  to  keep  the  jx-ace. 

To  cruise  in  Spanish  waters  ami  invade  a  Spanish  col- 
ony without  getting  into  trouble  was,  as  King  James  well 
knew,  quite  the  impossible  thing — and  that  is  \\-\\\  he  sent 
Sir  Walter  out  to  Trinidad  on  his  second  advent 
lost   his  son.   young   Sir   Walter,   in   the   fight    will 
Spaniards;    lu-  l,,st  his  reputation,  and  finally  he  lov 
head — all    which    must    have    U-en    rather   disi: 
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Sir    Walter:  ami    it    must    havt    COOTUICed    all    \\lio   were 

•A.  in  the  words  of  our  great 

proiVsMonal  humorist.  "  uhen  in  doubt  one  should  always 
tell  the  truth." 

tin   wealthy   Americans  should  erect   a  monument 

to  Raleigh,  provided  they  IK-  |>cnctratcd   with  i! 

tude  they  should  IK-  |H»net  rated  with,  because  of  his.  the 

im-ntion  nf  that  WMiiderful   Pitch  Lake  \\hich  is  to 

be    found    right    \\here    he    diso .\ered    it    more    than 

three   hundred    \cars  ago,  at   about   sixty   miles   distance 

the   j)reseiit    IV >rt   of  Spain.     Manx    a    description 

M!"   it    has  been    written   since   his   was   |>enned.   but   n 

perhaps,  that  dexcriU'  it  Ix-tter:     "  \\'e  came  to  anchor  at 

'«•    r.ri.    short    <>f    the    Spanish    Port    some    ten 

.1  piece  of  land  some  two  leagues  1 

and   a   league   hn»ad.  all   stone   pitch  or  bitumen,   which 

the  ground  in  little  springs  or   fountains. 

and  so.  swimming  a  little  way.  it  hardeneth  in  the  air  and 

reth  all  the  plain.     There  are  also  many  springs  of 

d  in  and  amMiiv:  them  many  fish.     .     .     .     There 

i.s  that  abundance  of  stone  pitch  that  all  the  ships  i»f  the 

world  may  therewith  IK-  laden  from  thence:  and  we  made 

trial  of  it   in  trimming  <>ur   ships   to  IK-  m«  lent 

good,  and  melted  not  with  the  sun  as  the  pitch  of  \or 

and.  therefore,  for  ships  trading  with  the  south  p 
ver\   profitable." 

Trinidad's  deposit  of  asphalt  has  most  assuredly  p 
profitable  to  the  sxmlicatc  that  \\«>rk s  it.  paying  the 
Stfo.ooo  per  annum  for  the  privilege,  on  a 
:    and  that   "  all  the  ships  of  the   world 
therewith  IK-  laden  from  tl  U  it 

>od   Sir  Walter's  time.      Verily,  it   seemeth  bot- 
tomless, he  misju  have  said,  for  the  more  the  expl<- 
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take  out  of  it  the  more  they  may,  some  occult  force  con- 
tinually pressing  it  up  from  beneath.  A  million  tons,  in 
all  probability,  have  been  taken  out  of  the  "  lake,"  and 
millions  more  remain. 

Alas  that  Sir  Walter  told  that  fib  about  the  Gilded  One  I 
for  il  profited  him  nothing  to  romance  in  that  manner 
to  a  vain  old  spinster  who,  by  accident,  wore  a  crown. 
What  (>i>|x>rtunitics,  forsooth,  he  threw  a\\a\  !  <  »nc  of 
the  first  to  exploit  the  Trinidad  asphalt,  and  also  fir 
smoke  and  appreciate  tobacco,  he  should  have  formed 
a  company,  ixned  unlimited  stock — and  exploited  the 
stockholders.  He  might  thus  have  lived  a  life  of  ease, 
and  died  an  honored  millionaire :  but.  he  never  formed 
a  trust !  \o  wonder  he  lost  his  head.  Some  there  I" 
sooth,  who  think  he  richly  deserved  his  fate  for  twice 
turning  the  cold  shoulder  to  Dame  Fortune. 

A  substance  similar  to  the  Trinidad  "  pitch  "  occur 
Barbados,  wlu-rr  it  ix  called  "  manjak  ";   but  not  in 
quantities,  being  found  in  shallow  beds  on.y  a  few  f< 
width;    while  the  lake  at  I  .a  1'rea  contains  more  than  a 
hundred  acres,  and  is  practically   l>ottomless.     A  small 
steamer  runs  down  from  Port  of  Spain  once  a  day.  and 
the  Quebec  Line  excursionists  are  usually  taken  thither; 
but  it  should  IK-  stipulated  that  the  trip  be  made  so  as 
to   arrive   at    the    landing-place    early    in    the    mon 
as  the  heat  of  mid-day  is  something  almost  lx-yond  !>• 
So,  too.  are  the  od.«rs  wl:  one  there,  as  well  as 

the  sights.     In  fact,  the  pitch  lake  mii-i  rded  as  a 

mon  !  in  that  light,  "in-  will  be 

willing  to  endure  discomforts  in  gelling  a  glimpse  - 

Several  interesting  «  Fcf  fr.  »m  the  i'ort.  be- 

I  the  trip  to  I  .  r  instance,  to  the 

the  Gulf,  which  arc  extremely  picturesque,  some  of  them 
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occupied  as  summer  .here  the  bathing. 

boating,  and  hMiiug  arc-  excellent.    Then  there  is  the  won- 
he  al»ode  of  the  Guachcro  Bird. 

or  DiaMotin,  a  sjxrcics  of  gnat.  sucker,  by  some  highly 
esteemed  as  a  bon  bondis.  and  which  may  U-  found  by  the 
th.  '•.•  It  was  first  dcscrilied.  I  tliink.  by  Humboldt, 

and  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Kingslcy.  whose  guide- 
to  tin-  cave  was  \ct  living  a  few  years  ago.  The  islands 
near  tli-  -  Mouth,  like  Monos  and  Hucvos,  are 

-lu-d  b\   the  M  -wilt  curn-ui.s.  worn  intu  0 

drajK-d  with  vines,  but  have  U-aches  of  fine  sand  in 
cliff-sheltered  b;t 

Stretchiu  \ard  from  the  Boca  may  be  seen 

the  point  of  1'aiia.  a  bit  of  South  America's  mainland,  be- 
\ond  which  are  the  once-famous  Pearl  Island-.  Margarita 
and  other>.  whence  Vespucci  and  <  >jeda.  in  I4<^).  and 
after  them  many  oth-  -Irew  large  supplies  of 

pea-  which    they    matle    their    fortunes.     These 

ifticult  to  reach,  and  moreover  can  hardly  be 
claimed  a-  \\e-i  Indian,  since  they  are  but  detached  por- 
tions MI  the  great  continent,  at  the  northern  coast  of 
which  our  voyage  comes  to  an  end.^ 

A  final  \\  the  prosjH-cts.  resources,  the  possible 

future,  of  these  islan  -  imj>crativc  in  this  connec- 

tion.    There  i>  no  denving  the  fact  that,  with  t! 

i  and  Puerto  Kico.  jHix>ibly  of  Trinidad,  the 
>t  Indian  islands  have  retrograded  in  the  past  century. 
The\    have   ^rown   |»mirer.  the   1'ritish  islan  '.ally. 

their  jiopulation  blacker,  hence  they  are  less  desiral 
places    of    residence    for    white    folk.     Time    was    when 
there  w-  lantatir'iis  ,if  cane,  which,  converted  into 

sugar  at  $150  to  $200  per  ton,  and  rum  at  $1.50  to  $2.00 
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JH.T  gallon.  >up|M»rted  in  idleness  a  Inxr 
\\ho  lived  in  London  or  at  tin-  1  al- 

lowed their  agents  to  manage  their  - 
finally,  after  the  slavt  !  after  \>< 

comj>ctition  brought  down  the  prices,  that  ni-^t  of  the 
sugar  estates  became  the  properties  of  thoxr  thrift) 
agents,  or  "  attor:  it  eventually  even  these  sharp 

lawyers  failed  to  make  them  p; 

Sugar  is  just  ai  .md  rum 

but  demand  has  fallen  with  sharp  cmiifx*titinn.  The  im- 
portation of  coolies  to  supply  the  i  negroes 
has  not  pn»ved  entirely  successful;  though  nner 
no\\  swarm  in  Trinidad,  and  form  a  most  picturesque 
element  of  the  imputation.  In  fact,  the  c<x»lics  in  the 
country  and  the  "John  Crow"  sc  -he  Port 
add  greatly  to  the  attractive  features  of  Trinidad, 
first  were  imported,  under  contract,  to  work  nine  hours 
per  day  at  tenpence  per  diem:  the  latt-  and 
work  for  nothing;  but  both  sup|»ort  themseht 
on  the  refuse  ..f  the  island. 

In  some  of  the  islands  the  attention  of  prop- 
been  turned  from  sngar-cane  to  the  raising  of  fruits  and 
the  "small  cultivations.  cacao,  banai 

megs,  and  s;  .-rally:    limes,  oranges 

and  arrow-root.      It  is  in  these  "  cultivations  "  tl, 
men  going  to  th-  with  the  intention  of  establish 

homes  therein  will  find  their  fortunes— if  at  all;  and 
it  will  IK-  through  the  failure  lands  to  cont 

sources  of  revenue  to  their  present  possessors  that 
will  consent  to  th,  nds  of  a  c 

OUS  country    capable   of   mak-  trihntar 

greatness,  and  at  the  same  ti 

•N. 
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All  sorts  of  fruit — perhaps  it  is  needless  to  men1 

may  IK-  raised  in  •  .->  the  grape,  d. 

:iir.  lemon,  sapadilla.  pine-apple,  shaddock, 
focnannt.  citron,  guava.  plantain,  banana,  star- 
apple.  jMiinr^ranati-.  plum,  cherry,  inammie.  nistard-ap- 
ple.  avocado  j>ear,  tamarind,  man^nsteen.  chrinm 
lemon,  bread-fruit,  sugar-apple.  s<>  .cajon. — their 

name  is  legion.     At  ordinary  «. •!•  all  the  vegetal 

as  eddoes,  yams,  peas,  parsnip,  cabbage,  beans, 
spinach,  radish,  egg-plant.  U-et.  celery,  mai/e.  cassava, 
sweet  potat«>.  mountain  ca!  :«iin  the  palm),  pump- 

kin, melons,  ochra,  etc..  etc,    Then-  ire,  in  addition,  many 
special   j  like  coffee,  cacao,  cinnamon,  nutmeg, 

anilla.  pimento,  clove,  aloes,  arrow-root,  hi- 
tint  .  which  either  cannot  be  raised  in 

the  I'm;  .  or  else  only  in  certain  restrict* 

though  in  the  \\Yst  Imliex  everywhere  prevalent,  accord- 
altitu<le  and  the  character  of  the  soils. 
Is  for  settlement  and  cultivation  are  available  in 
Cuba,  Santo  Domingo,  nearly  all  British  islands  rxcrpt 
l>ados.  and  in  some  few  of  the  English  isles  crown 
lands   may   !*•  obtained   in   small   or   large  tracts,   as    in 
Dominica.  Saint  Vincent.  Tobago,  and  Trinidad.    Domin- 
i  particularly  choice  tract  of  land,  about  60.000 
>.  kn.'\\n  as  the  I.ayon  Hats.     This  has  but  recently 
been  opened  to  settlement,  by  the  construction  of  a  good 
road  from  Roseau,  and  already  quite  a  number  of  young 
lishmen  ha\»-  availed  themselves  of  the  low  price  of 
ten  shillings  jxrr  acre  to  establish  themselves  as  planters 
of  lii  and  tropical  fruits  in  general. 

It  happf.  rtnnate  chance  that  both  crown  lands 

and  IMXM!  climate  are  found  in  Dominica,  and  also  good 
government,  while  ilu-  ^.pulation.  though  very  dark  com- 
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plexionetl    in    the    main.    contains    s,  ,t<  vigorous 

iple>  of  O\i\   I-.n^lati'l's  best   st<»ck.  who  have  been 

transplanted    to   a    tropical   clinic,    where   they    thrive   to 

tXNL 

Here  are  the  islands  nf  the  \\'est  Indies,  proper,  with 
their  respective  areas  ami  imputations  i;iven  :ipi>rox- 
iniately.  fnun  latest  statist, 


Area  in 
square  miles. 

5.450 
4.000 
.      9.240 


Cuba 

Bahamas  .  . 

Jamaica    . 

Haiti 

Pucrt. 

Satit"    Doming"  ..........  ..     20.590 

Danish    Wrst    In.lu-s  -St.    Th..mas    Santa 

Cruz,  and  St.  John  ..... 
French    Islands—  Guadeloupe,    Martinique, 

ami    smaller    i>lan-'. 

Leeward    Islands  —  Antigua.    St.    Kitt«    and 
lontM-rrat.      Virgin      isl;/ 

Dominu 
Windward    MamU—  Si.    Lucia,    St.    Vin- 

t.   Grenada,   (irenadincs. 
Barbados    ......... 

Triniilad   and  Tobago  ....................       2.OOO 

Dutch      Islands  —  Curasao,      Saba,       St. 

EusUtius   ..................  4J6 


1.  100 


641 

510 
166 


1.573^00 

f-    :  • 

74     •• 


,,-    ,.. 

33.ooo 

v.     •• 


:  ;      00 

I  :'.    .. 

IQg^OO 

.    r       •  • 
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Abaeo,  Great  ami  I.itt!,.,  i>o, 
i  k'inal     West     Indians, 

MM). 

iKiiH-s  of  tin-  Bahamas, 

pnni-.la.    177 

A.-klin  Man.  I.  parrots  o 


18 

•  •f   Haiti- 
ans, 17«»;  l.inU  ..ii.l  vrr 

''••lii'iii.    in     Haiti 

Ajra-  on   Car- 

il-U-an  Sea,  8 

tT.-imive,  285 
•ulturv.    tmpi.-al.    289. 

^  ' 

lilla.    1'iii-rt.,    Rico,  249 

..    I' 

Air     plants     ahini.lan.-. 
88 


Kiv.-r.  58 
f.,r  .   888 

AllM-n,  .  h,ik«-      ,.f.      in 

L47j     Dukr    ami 

Dndwtiof,  203.  L>I>} 

'i      "Sp.iMi-li-AiiMTioan 

Alparifata..      .\f.,,,ri>|.      San- 

daii 

Alt..  «  ,  „!,., 

.  87 


Amazon  Island,  or  Madinin  .. 

An  :•  m  -.    :•  ••  ndi      I    •;.  . 

•  '''..' 

Americanized  Spaniard,  tin-. 

'§  oldest  city.  XIII  . 
MM 

i.     -T     p!n..ippl,..     first 
i   in   Bahama-.    1- 

Aihlrifi  l-ian  I.  flamingoes  of, 

19 
Aii«*irada,  Island  of.  266 

X  I  X.. 

Antillvnn  Outposts,  2 
Ar.iwaks,     Imiian-i    of    West 

In.liefl,  22 
Area  and  n^ouroes  of  islands. 

Arecibo,  Puerto  Rico,  I 

Haiti, 

17.'.   171. 

Arma.lill.,.  T1M..  in  W.-^t  In- 

• 
Arrows,    Bay    ..f.    Samana, 

•  riaiis.  in  Cuk. 
Atarca,  CastK  ,.27 

Atlantic    Th.-    I,.M.    tlnwies 

Atlantic    an.l    Antill.-an    leg:- 

in  Haiti.  170 
Aves  Island,  Caribbean  Sea, 

B,  coni|>arrd   with   ' 
:u« 
uid  su-ar  country,  207 


420 


IX! 
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Bagley,  Ensign,  and  compan- 
ions, 28 

Bahamas,   attractions  of,   5; 
ulation  of,  6,  8;  statis- 
of,  6;  number  and  ex- 
ten-  4;  when  dis- 

covered, 1 :  fanning  in  the, 
1 7  :  i»ofuliar  productions  of, 
18;  important  islands  of, 

Bahia  Honda.  :M.  ir, 

Baracoa,  Port  of,  Cuba,  29, 
:;:, 

Barbados,  Grenada  and  To- 
bago. XXV.,  392;  popula- 
tion of,  893 

Barboles,  Marquis  de,  228 

Barhmir.  Sir  D.ivi.l.  K.  C.  8. 
I.,  l 

„!:,.  Maud  of,  309.  51« 

Bast*       1  uadeloupe, 

292 

Batabano.  Gulf  of,  114;  town 
of,  52.  71 

Bath.  Springs  of,  Jamaica, 
1  »:: 

Bayamo.  Cuba.     1 

Beauharnaia.  Husband  of 
Josephine.  366 

Bejucos,  or  bush-ropes,  88, 
ft 

Bollamar.  Caves  of,  80 

Bermudas,  compared  with 
Bahamas,  16 

Hiinini   Cays,   "Fountain   of 
20 

Bird.  A  new,  discovered  by 
Author,  305,  335 

I: in  1»  of  the  Bahamas,  19 

"Blackbeard."  or  John  Teach. 
11.  12,  18 


Blaek    Caribs.    St.    Vi. 

Black    King    of    Haiti,    Me 

(  hristophe. 
"Bla.,  lie,"    The,    by 

Saint  John,  166 
Blacks,  of  Jamaica,  147,  148, 

49 
Blacks,    Colony    of,    at    Sa- 

mana,  205 
Blake,  Sir   Il.nrv.  Jamaica, 

127 
Blockade  runners,  in  Nassau, 

14 

Blockhouses,  Spanish,  82 
Blue     Mountain     IVak.    Ja- 

Bobadilla,  rival  of  Columbus, 

218 
Boca  .1-1  AiMia  (Bog  \\ 

River,  123.  142 
Bohio.  or  nativ.    hut.   T.">,  89, 

99;  .  232 

ng  Lake,  of  Doni 

:;-..  186,  ::il 
Bombas,   Parque  de,  P 

Rico,  250 
"Bonaparte's    Cocked     1 

270 

Booby  Island,  Story  of.  298 
Botanic  Garden,  St 

Ml 
Bottom,  Town  of,   in   Saba, 

270 
Boyer,    President    of    Haiti. 

.  76 

Brea.  U.  Trinidao 
Bridgetown.  Barbados,  394 


Brimstone  Hill.  Saint    I 

IN 
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r,  Lay  of  the  Last. 

I: 
11 ;  of  CubanQMSt  li:»;  in 

Hull  tights      and      Cock-pits, 
Hull   Hunting,  Barbuda,  309 


nas    1  ions,  26 

•  •inn.  SMti.ni  of,  86 

gua*t  i'ti'  J54 

M  Islands,  21 
ian. 
unagu  •-.  II    -Uof,  84 

misa.  The  Cuban's,  01 
P  in  H  (W.  My,  388-88 
'ireos.    Archipelago    of, 

Frills    of,    Ja- 

i  I  i 

.-lit  at,  44, 

Rico,  28 
M     Haiti.    161, 
66,  67,  170 
1 

Caparra,  Old  •  ;•».  249 

Capital    and    Colon  i          \  I 
106 

I'tia,  where 
f.niml.  19 

ii^if  the.  268 
.£*7JJ  387 

'"'•-    •'    \       ^-^     . 
of  Dominica.  343  ot  seq.; 
of  Saint   V  ;.  79 


Carlisle    Roadstead,    Barba- 

• 

Casa    Blanca,   P.   de    I 
castle,  I 

•  ,-     .  i    :  1 1 

Casas,  Ba 

Case  a  vent,  hurrican 

Inr.  366 
Cassarcep,  or  popper-pot,  389, 

•H, 

l«rs  of,  389 
Harbor  oi 

Cat  Island,  Bahamas,  18 
Cathedral  of  Havana,  64 

•drnl  of  Sto.   Domingo, 

ver,  Cuba,  50,  51,  87 
Cayey,  Puerto  Rico.  254 
Caymans,   group   of   i>! 
<'uba  and  Jamaica 
Santiago 

Cedar,  Logs  of,  85 

•T  -ilk -cotton,  15 
ra  and  squadron,  40.  41 
Chat!  ,1.  ;lt  Kl  Can- 

ey,  47 

>P    de    Mars,    Port    au 
I'rin.v.  152,  154 
Char!  .Ha, 

Thomas,  255,  58,  59,  61,  66 
Chateaubellair,  St.   Vii 

ian.  King  of  Denmark, 

_' '  •  '. 

Christophe,  black  king,  156, 

'.169,17 
lies  of  Sto.  Domingo, 

^>tis  Augusta.  The,  348 
Sto.  Domingo. 

- 
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